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 In the most recent fiscal year, Alma 
Transit Center buses hauled 72,316 passen-
gers, including 11,306 from St. Louis.  
 A 0.96 millage levy for SLIPR was ap-
proved by voters in 2020 and is up for renewal 
this August. 
Shared assessor 
 Another way the two cities cooperate is 
sharing the services of Assessor Kathy Roslund 
since 2019. Assessors are hard to come by, 
and St. Louis had a revolving door of them be-
fore the deal for Roslund’s services was struck. 
Giles says the city had seven assessors be-
tween 2001 and 2019 when the deal with Al-
ma was signed. Giles said the $70,000/year 
that St. Louis pays Alma for assessing is less 
than two-thirds the cost of one full-time em-
ployee capable of doing the same job. 
Police merger? 
 St. Louis and Alma police departments 
have had an informal mutual aid agreement 
for years and frequently help each other on 
calls. Several Alma officers got their starts in St. 
Louis, including Logan Bussell, Jake Gulick, 
Ryan Bahlke, Chris Drury and even Chief Ken-
dra Overla and Public Safety Director Mark Wil-
liams. Now they’re discussing a merger of de-
partments and should give city council a re-
port on that one of these days. It’s not a done 
deal by any means, and there will be public 
hearings when the time comes. A combined 
department is expected to be more expensive, 
but should also improve professional opportu-
nities and retention of officers. 
 I find this trend of St. Louis and Alma 
working together a good sign and hope we 
continue to be stronger together going for-
ward. 

August 6, 2024 is the Michigan 
State Primary Election.  Polls are 
open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
If you are unsure if you are regis-

tered, contact your City Clerk at 989-681-2137 
ext. 1050. 

          Message from the Mayor 

 “Stronger Together” is the 
title of a 2016 presidential cam-
paign book by Hillary Clinton. I 
didn’t support her candidacy, but 
that title applies to St. Louis and 
Alma, who have partnered in sev-

eral ways over the last 16 years. 
 Perhaps the most important collaboration 
is the Gratiot Area Water Authority that pro-
vides both cities with drinking water from six 
wells in Alma and Arcada Township since 2013. 
GAWA was formed following two serendipitous 
situations in St. Louis and Alma. St. Louis needed 
to stop drawing water from local wells that 
were at risk of contamination on account of the 
Velsicol site. And Alma had more capacity than 
it needed following the closure of the Total oil 
refinery in 1999. 
 The two cities spend $1.8 million/year on 
water that they sell to residents (following a 
markup designed to fund infrastructure mainte-
nance). St. Louis along is expected to spend 
$834,000 on water in the 2024/25 fiscal year. 
Solid waste authority 
 Back in 2008, the two cities partnered to 
create the Gratiot Area Solid Waste Authority. 
This permits them to negotiation trash collection 
contracts together. “We’re confident the oppor-
tunity to serve both cities provides an incentive 
for contractors to provide more competitive pro-
posals than if they were taken individually,” said 
City Manager Kurt Giles. “And it also avoids the 
duplication of efforts that would come with 
each city creating a request for proposals and 
receiving and awarding bids separately. At this 
point the cities solicit proposals jointly and enter 
a three-party agreement for curbside and dis-
posal service, but each city receives a separate 
monthly invoice from the vendor.” 
Bus service 
 Formed in June 2020, the St. Louis Ithaca 
Pine River Transit Authority (SLIPR) is a joint ven-
ture between St. Louis, Ithaca and Pine River 
Township to contract for bus service with the 
Alma Transit Authority.  The Authority operates 
11 buses that benefit many folks who don’t 
have cars and/or can’t drive anymore. 
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POOL HOURS 

Monday-Friday  

1:00-4:00 PM 

Saturday 

1:00-6:00 PM 

Sunday 

2:00-6:00 PM 

 

All Sessions are $3.00 per person, unless  

otherwise posted. 

https://www.facebook.com/stlouismipool 

 

 

 

The Market will be open every Thursday from 

June through October from 2-6 PM. 

 

Please contact Sara with any questions or ideas 

at 734-249-3961 or  

stlouisfarmersmarket@gmail.com  

 

Find the Market on Facebook too at  

https://www.facebook.com/stlouisfm  

 
 
 
 

SATURDAY, JULY 13th 

Downtown Area Events 
Craft Show 10 AM to 5 PM 

Motorcycle Cruise-In 10 AM to 2 PM 

Dunk Tank 

____________________________________________ 

FREE SWIM AT W.T. MORRIS SWIMMNG  POOL 

1-4 PM & 5-8 PM 

9-10:30 PM (night swim 12 & older) 

City Wide Garage Sales July 11-13 

____________________________________________ 

CLAPP PARK 3 PM TO 7 PM: 

Live Music and Inflatables 

Cotton Candy and hot dogs 

All Free 

Miranda & The M80s will perform on Saturday,  
July 13 in the south parking lot of St. Louis City 
Hall! 
 
Be sure to stop down and enjoy some fun, high 
energy live music from 5:30-9:30 PM . 
 
Thanks so much to Invenergy for their generous 

donation towards our celebration this year! 
 

Fireworks!  Saturday at 10 PM 
 
 

 

Brush pickup for the month of  June 
      begins July 8, 2024.      

This institution is an equal opportunity    
provider and employer. 

 July 13th Event Schedule  W.T. Morris Swimming Pool 

Saturday July 13! 

Farmers Market 

https://www.facebook.com/stlouismipool
https://www.facebook.com/stlouisfm

