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Message from the Mayor

As many of you know, | was
elected mayor last November, and
my term began on January 1.

Also joining City Council is
Farés “Ferris” Azzam, a friend of
mine who ran as a write-in candidate and re-
ceived 33 votes. Bill Leonard won a second term
in the same election with 259 votes. (I got 245
votes.)

Choosing not to run last year were Mayor
Tom Reed and Councilman Roger Collison. Reed
was a councilman for eight years and mayor for
two. Collison served a single four-year term. |
thank them both for their service to St. Louis
and wish them well.

Ferris and | are newcomers to City Coun-
cil. Neither of us has held office before, but |
learned a lot about city government over the
last six years writing for the St. Louis Sentinel
and Ferris is enthusiastic about the opportunity.
Hopefully we will be up to speed soon.

Ferris and | want to work as a team with
fellow council members Bill Leonard, Liz Upton
and Kevin Palmer. My philosophy is that we all
have different abilities, life experiences and ways
of looking at things. None of us individually has
all the answers, but collectively we might have
90 percent of them. It's just a matter of realizing
that everyone brings something to the table
and we all want what's best for St. Louis.

Kudos to Department of Public Works
I'd like to praise DPW and Water Department
personnel who put in 213 collective hours of
overtime to clear upwards of 16 inches of snow
from St. Louis streets between Tuesday, January
9 and Sunday, January 13.

If it weren't for the efforts of Calvin
Martyn, Chad Pratt, Alex Velasco, Shawn Felker,
Ryan Roehrs, Chip Volz, Isaak Felker, Brian Hen-
derson and Gregg Austin we’d all still be dig-
ging out.

Public Services Director Keith Risdon re-
ports that the guys got a head start on the Fri-
day/Saturday storm by removing the snow piles
in various locations that were built up after
Tuesday'’s storm.

Snow started falling at 3 p.m. Friday,
January 12. Two DPW men started their plows
and worked through the night and into the
next day. Three more men reported for work
at 2 a.m. Saturday. Water Department workers
Austin and Henderson joined in an hour later.
Most of the crew went home for a break
around mid-day on Saturday, however, clean-
up continued through the weekend.

All that is standard procedure during
major snow events, and I'm not sure the guys
who operate the plows all night long can get
enough credit. Thanks, guys. | appreciate eve-
rything you do.

T.A. Cutler Library News

“Blind Date With a Book”
Friends Membership Drive

The Friends of the Library
invite you to participate in a book
exchange at the library (312 Michi-
gan Avenue, St. Louis) between 2:00 and 6:00
p-m. on Valentine’s Day (Wednesday, February
14). Bring a gently used, gift wrapped book
with a short note, fun fact, or first sentence of
the book written on the outside of the wrap-
ping. (Extra wrapped books will be available.)
A prize drawing will be held for participants.
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VITA Scan & Go at the Library

The T.A. Cutler Memorial Library is part-
nering with United Way and the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance program to provide
free tax return preparation services between
January 29 and April 4, 2024, to qualified fil-
ers. Most households earning $64,000 or less
qualify for the program. Call the library at 989-
681-5141 for more information or to schedule
an appointment.
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Property Tax Information

Snow Removal

Winter Property Taxes are due
February 14, 2024

IMPORTANT

ANNOUNCEMENT Without Penalty
All winter and summer taxes not paid by
February 29, 2024
Will be turned over to the county on
March 1, 2024

Board of Review

The Board of Review wiill be in session to hear
your appeals at St. Louis City Hall on the following
dates:

Monday, March 11, 2024
3:00-9:00 PM

Wednesday, March 13, 2024
9:00 AM-3:00 pm

There will also be an organizational meeting on
March 5, 2024
At 11:00 am

Election News

2024 brings many changes to the
election process including the
option for early voting!
Registered voters should have
received postcards with the location, dates, and
times voters can cast their ballot prior to election.

VOTE

The 2024 Presidential Primary Election will be held
Tuesday, February 27, 2023.

Voters still have the option of an absentee ballot.
Please contact your clerk, Jamie Long at
989-681-2137 ext. 1050 with any questions.

You can also visit the Michigan Voter Information
Center at mvic.sos.state.mi.us

With winter in mind, please
remember to keep fire
hydrants and drains clear of
snow.

Itis illegal to plow snow from your driveway or

walks into or across the street as this can hinder

snow removal by City crews.

To view the City’s Snow Removal Program visit
https//www.stlouismi.com/government/public-
works-and-utilities/dpw/

City offices will be closed Monday, February 19,
2024 for Presidents Day.

CITY HALL OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday
8:00 am. to 12:30 p.m.& 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

No Parking on City Streets

There is no parking on City Streets
from 2:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m.
November 1 to May 1.

It is also a violation to park in any
manner which
creates a hazard or impedes snow removal.

Brush pickup for the month of February
begins February 5, 2024

This Institution is an equal opportunity provider
and employer.
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