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Message from the Mayor

| use my newsletter space
this month to praise St. Louis fire-
fighters and municipal employees
who responded quickly on Dec.
29, when high winds broke a util-
ity pole behind 4 Seasons Gym
downtown, causing more than $37,000 in dam-
age.

Firefighters were first to arrive. “You
could see the pole was broken in two locations
landing all three transformers on the roof of the
building,” said Fire Chief Bill Coty. “Gratiot Coun-
ty Central Dispatch notified St. Louis Electric De-
partment, and they arrived fairly quickly to start
the process of shutting down electric service to
the buildings.”

It was all hands on deck for the Electric
Department, as Foreman Mike Parsons turned
out along with Jake Oswald, Todd Leslie, Kipp
Krenz, Jon Rugenstein and
Ryan Roehrs from DPW. (It was Parsons’ last
emergency for the city, as he retired less than a
week later after 30 years on the job.)

“As we awaited the Electric Department
to shut the circuit down, we secured all drive-
ways in the alley and contacted key holders to
eventually make access to the buildings,” Coty
said. “"Meanwhile we surveyed buildings exter-
nally utilizing thermal imaging cameras to insure
we had no fire inside. Once the circuit was de-
energized, firefighters made access to all build-
ings, completed inspections for potential fire
dangers, then shifted gears to water collection
and property conservation. With the hole in the
roof, we had significant water entering the
building. Firefighters brought in 55-gallon trash
barrels, a fire department generator and sump
pump. We essentially collected water in the
trash barrel and pumped it out the window to
the outside, mediating any additional water
damage.

Electric department personnel went right
to work replacing the pole and repairing the
wiring.

“It's worth noting,” Coty added, “that fire-
fighters managed downed poles and lines in

three other areas along with multiple trees
down outside of the city, all at the same
time. This wind created widespread damage.”

Also turning out was City Manager Kurt
Giles, who said, “The decision was made that
evening to continue working on replacing the
damaged pole, transformers and both the pri-
mary and secondary electric cables but wait
until at least Monday morning to restore ser-
vice to the buildings in the 100 block of North
Mill.

“As it turned out, it took longer than
originally expected to take apart the damaged
components and start reconstructing lines and
equipment,” Giles continued.

“It ended up being later in the afternoon on
Monday, Dec. 30, before they were ready to
reenergize those services along with service to
Commercial Bank, Subway and the traffic sig-
nal at Main Street and M46. By Monday after-
noon, just before dark, service began to be re-
stored, and building owners were able to ac-
cess their facilities to make sure electrical sys-
tems were functioning properly.”

Unfortunately, the gym suffered more
damage than a hole in the roof. According to
the Gratiot County Herald, gym owner Dan
Eilts reported that seven treadmills, three ellip-
ticals, the furnace, every door-related electrical
systems, every computer, every security cam-
era, several TVs, the tanning beds, a laptop,
the cash register and the sauna were dam-
aged or effectively destroyed by a power
surge. Eilts estimated the cost of replacing or
repairing everything will exceed $37,000. A
Go Fund Me page was set up by Austin Smith
in hope of raising the money. To find the page,
get online and search for “4seasons gym go-
fundme.”

City Council Meetings are the first and third
Tuesday of every month at 6 p.m.
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Property Tax Information

Snow Removal

Winter Property Taxes are due

IMPORTANT February 14, 2025
ANNOUNGEMEN;!# Without Penalty

All winter and summer taxes not paid by
February 28, 2025
Will be turned over to the county on
March 1, 2025

Board of Review

The Board of Review will be in session to hear
your appeals at St. Louis City Hall on the following
dates:

Monday, March 10, 2025
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 12, 2025
3:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.

There will also be an organizational meeting on
March 4, 2025
At 1:00 p.m.

With winter in mind, please
remember to keep fire
hydrants and drains clear of
snow.

It is illegal to plow snow from your driveway or
walks into or across the street as this can hinder
snow removal by City crews.

To view the City’s Snow Removal Program visit
https//wwwv.stlouismi.com/government/public-
works-and-utilities/dpw/

VITA Scan & Go at the Library

Board YVacancies

The City has the following Board and Commission
Vacancies: Cemetery, Library, Parks & Recreation
and Compensation Commission.

Interested citizens can contact the City Clerk at
989-681-2137 ext. 1050 for more information.

The T.A. Cutler Memorial Library is partnering
with United Way and the Volunteer Income Tax As-
sistance program to provide free tax return prepara-
tion services between February 3 and April 1, 2025,
to qualified filers. Most households earning $67,000
or less qualify for the program. Call the library at 989

-681-5141 for more information or to schedule an
appointment.

No Parking on City Streets

City offices will be closed Monday, February 17,
2025 for Presidents’ Day.

There is no parking on City Streets
from 2:00 a.m. to 2:00a.m. to 6:00 a.m.
November 1 to May 1.

It is also a violation to park in any manner which
creates a hazard or impedes snow removal.

Brush pickup for the month of February
begins February 3, 2025

This Institution is an equal opportunity provider
and employer.
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