


































Middle of the Mitten Meeting 

February 13, 2024 

1) Call to order/Sign In/Introductions:
Meeting called to order at 12: 15 p.m. by Corey Bailey. Introductions were made
around the table. St. Louis Campground was presented with their Pride Award.

2) Approval of January 9, 2024 minutes by Gary Rayburn, seconded by Rich Ramereiz.
All Ayes, motion carried.

3) Financial Report, reviewed through January 31, 2024. Motion to accept by Ryan
Tice, seconded by Rich Ramereiz. All Ayes, motion carried.

4) Events/Committees/Volunteers
a. Downtown Easter Egg Scavenger Hunt- Saturday, March 30; Parkside

Assembly of God again managing this event,·jlyer available; Pastor Ryan
described the event and the fact that they 're prepared.for 2 7 5 th;s year

b. Spirit of St. Louis Award-process beginning; awarded in May at the
Chamber's annual community celebration; nomination.forms available; also
can nominate online; deadline March 15 and committee makes decision
March 21

c. Middle of the Mitten Community Golf Outing-Thursday, June 6; Bailey
reported,· first meeting was today,· brainstorming towards offering additional
sponsorship opportunities for businesses; initial mailing going out soon

5) Old Business
a. Pride and New Business Awards- excellent St. Louis turnout at Opera House

in Alma,· over 20 businesses attended from the St. Louis area

6) New Business
a. 2024 Events and Fundraising/Sponsorships -examine how we fundraise
beyond the Golf Outing .fundraiser,· will be setting a date SOON to discuss this
b. 2024 St. Louis Promotional Brochures - in process; SLHS students working on
cover design; Shada Biabani done with.first drai which was passed around
c. Gratiot Downtown Art Expo banner project - deadline March 1; brochures
with entry.forms available

7) Reports/Announcements
a. Gratiot Area Chamber~ Chamber Director Sara Bonacci reported; Lunch &
Learn tomorrow with topic being "Chamber 101 "providing information on
advantages of being a Chamber member. how to make use of your membership,
etc.; annual Community Celebration coming up May 2 at Youth for Christ in
Alma at 6 PM,· Chamber is movingfrom their current location to the.former
Highland Blush location in Downtown Alma
b. School Updates ~ Superintendent Jen McKittrick reported; Bond Issue work
continues; school will be having a millage renewal vote soon and brochures were
provided,· also handed out a flyer showing many of the schools' recent projects;
SLHS wrestling team was District Champs.for the ninth straight year and is
headed to Regionals tomorrow; girls basketball team is in.first place in the
conference; BPA group also went lo Regionals and Porn Pon team went to States



c. City of St Louis/DDA ~ Phil Hansen reported; Land Bank Grant for house
demolition continues as teardowns are happening this week; Rebound Therapies
now located at 224 North Mill Street in GJHN building; JLR Auto will be opening
before long al 502 West Washington (M-46); Shop St. Louis First! bookmarks
coming in soon, sample shown; DDA con!inues with Farade Grant Program for
2024; City SLHS interns have begun work on short videos promoting individual
local businesses
d Historical Society~ President Judy Root in AZ but sent a report; Society
looking to do a program this year recognizing the history of local businesses, in
particular those who have been here for many years
e. Greater Gratiot Development~ Kasey Zehner was not able to attend but
reported main project right now is the County-wide Master Plan
f Churches~ Pastor Ryan reported; I Love My City Sunday (the annual
"cleanup day") is set for Sunday, April 21 which is the day before Earth Day and
several area churches will be collaborating in that effort; Parkside Assembly
continues The COVE program focus on people with recovery needs - this has
been very well received so far
g. St. Louis Farmers Market - Sara Piaskowski was not able to attend but has
begun the work/or the 2024 Market; Facebookposts have begun and calls going
out to vendors
h. St. Louis Campground -Nancy Beecher reported; planning several events for
this season; looking to do Friday night free movies for kids; music groups in May
and September; working towards Youth Tabernacle improvements and starting
fundraising for that; hoping to complete by August Camp Meeting; local churches
helping with cleanup at the campground in April with a May 1 opening date
i. Healthy Pine River - Gary Rayburn reported; planning a scrap metal drive
again this spring; membership is up; looking forward to 2024

8) Other Business
a. Next Meeting March 12, 2024 at St. Louis City Hall Council Chambers
b. Bret Hyble reported for the Heroes Center that the last free Veterans

Brealifast attracted 82 people!; 4th Thursdays they host the Lansing Food
Bank and are planning free lunches inside those days too; thanked the Alma
College Dance team for their help with the Veterans Breakfast

c. Shana Dancer from RedB!oom mentioned they continue to plan their June
yoga retreat and that she and her husband will take part in the March 7 Arts
United fundraiser

d Chief Ramereiz mentioned the Blood Drive being held at St. Louis City Hall 
on Februa,y 29 .fi·om 3:30-5:30 PM 

Mee ting adjourned at 12: 5 7 PM 

GREAT turnout today- need to print more flyers next time! @ 
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