
No meeting was held in January



St. Louis Planning Commission Meeting 
Wednesday, February 13, 2008   

 
 

The regular meeting of the St. Louis Planning Commission was called to order by 
Chairman Doepker at 7:00 PM. 

Members Present: Doepker, Nixon, McConkie, Kelley, Shrum, Kubin, Roehrs, Ward 
 
Members Absent: Whitford 
 
Others Present: Katherine Goettling 
 Dane Bjerke  230 S. Mill St. 
 Diana Hug  116 S. Delaware St. 
 Tracie Masser  118 Allen Ave., Alma 
 Robin Hart  315 S. Main St. 
 Shawn Feusse  2080 S. Duncan Rd., Midland (220 S. Main) 
 Larry Feusse  Same as Above 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Deopker. 

Moved by Roehrs, Supported by Nixon to approve the minutes of December 12, 2007.  
All ayes. 

Public Hearing – Rezoning Request for 220 S. Main St. & 230 S. Mill St. 
The public hearing was opened by Doepker at 7:05 PM. 

McConkie explained the rezoning request made by Ancel for 220 S. Main St. and the 
rezoning request made by the City for 230 S. Main St.  McConkie explained that the 
rezoning fits into the City’s Future Land Use Plan.   

Mr. Bjerke expressed that if the Industrial zone is taken away, he might not have value to 
his property. 

Mr. Bjerke stated that it does make sense to rezone 220 S. Main St. to C-2 (Commercial). 

Mr. Bjerke stated that the parcel could be used to process soil beans or corn.  

McConkie withdrew the City’s request to rezone 230 S. Main St. from I-1 (General 
Industrial) to C-2 (General Commercial). 

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelley to make the recommendation to the City Council 
to rezone 220 S. Main St. from I-1 (General Industrial) to C-2 (General Commercial).  
All ayes. 

 

Daycare Center Request – Special Land Use 
A request was submitted by Diana Hug and Tracie Masser to open a licensed daycare 
center at 316 N. Delaware St.   



Diana stated that she currently owns a daycare home but would like to expand that to a 
daycare center.  They would also like to operate an after school program.  Every room 
has an exit.  There are currently two drive-ways to accommodate pick up/drop off and 
employee parking.  The dwelling was a two unit apartment house.   

Moved by Kelley, supported by Shrum to approve the special land use plan allowing the 
daycare center at 316 N. Delaware St.  All ayes. 

Doepker closed the public hearing at 7:33 PM. 

 

Other Business 
McConkie informed the members that the Joint Planning meeting had met. 

 

Moved by Roehrs, supported by Shrum to adjourn at 7:45 PM.  All ayes. 

 

 

Katherine Goettling 

Planning Commission Secretary 



St. Louis Planning Commission Meeting 
Monday, March 17, 2008        

 
The regular meeting of the St. Louis Planning Commission was called to order by 
Chairman Doepker at 7:00 PM. 

Members Present: Doepker, Nixon, McConkie, Kelley, Shrum, Kubin, Roehrs, Ward 
Members Absent: Whitford 
Others Present: Katherine Goettling 
 Shawn Feusse  2080 S. Duncan Rd., Midland (220 S. Main) 
 Larry Feusse  Same as Above 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Deopker. 

Moved by Kubin, Supported by Shrum to approve the minutes of February 13, 2008.  All 
ayes. 

Site Plan Review/Approval - 220 S. Main St. 
Feusse explained and answered questions regarding the proposed site plan for 220 S. 
Main St.  Feusse said that he will be leasing the property for the first 18 months.  After 
that time, he plans on purchasing the property.   

Feusse would like to pave the parking in stages.  Feusse stated that neither Ancels nor he 
have the funds at this time for paving.  Doepker asked if he had an estimate on paving 
that area.  Feusse replied $20,000 - $30,000.  Feusse stated that he would be willing to 
pave at the entrance if the board requested.  Nixon asked how far back for the paving?  
Feusse responded 20’ – 30’.  Feusse said that he doesn’t even know how much gravel is 
on the property because it has been covered with snow.     

In lieu of fence, Feusse would like to plant shrubbery along the north side that abuts 
residential properties.  Feusse requested time to satisfy the planting and/or fencing 
requirement.  Kubin and Nixon feel the fencing is important.   

The evergreen hedges that were shown on the site plan around the parking area will not 
be planted.  The evergreens are not a requirement of the site plan. 

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum to approve the site plan contingent on completing 
site plan.  All ayes. 

1. Delete evergreen screening from parking area on site plan (not a requirement) 

2. Allow 30 months from date of Planning Commission Meeting (September 2010) 

3. Select either 8’ solid wood fence or planting within 30 months (September 2010)  

Moved by Roehrs, supported by Kelley to adjourn at 7:41 PM.  All ayes. 

 

Katherine Goettling 

Planning Commission Secretary 



No meeting was held in April 



St. Louis Planning Commission Meeting 
Wednesday, May 14, 2008 

 
The regular meeting of the St. Louis Planning Commission was called to order by 
Chairman Doepker at 7:00 PM. 

Members Present: Doepker, Nixon, Kelley, Shrum, Whitford 
 
Members Absent: McConkie, Kubin, Roehrs, Ward 
 
Others Present: Katherine Goettling 
   Bob & Jeanette Ancel  3025 Ancel Dr., Harrison 
   Kelly Butcher   10061 E. Lincoln Rd., Wheeler 
   Mark Dupuie   Apex Marine 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Doepker. 

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelley to approve the minutes of March 17, 2008.  All 
ayes. 

Goettling asked members to verify if the statement, “Allow 30 months from the date of 
Planning Commission” was accurate in the minutes under Site Plan Review/Approval – 
220 S. Main St. #2.  Members stated that allowing 30 months from the date of Planning 
Commission was accurate. 

0BButcher Request 
Kelly Butcher explained his request for utilizing the storage building located at 220 S. 
Main St. for bulk fertilizer storage. 

Butcher explained that Mill Street does have an access.  He stated that a gate was 
installed years ago to prevent the kids that attended the adult education school from 
throwing their cigarettes into the area.   

Butcher explained that the property he is referring to has nothing to do with the 
transmission shop.   

Butcher asked if he could apply for rezoning or a special use permit.  He stated that the 
usage of the storage building would be less than 2,500 sq. ft., therefore; he feels he would 
qualify for a special use permit under our zoning ordinance. 

Butcher would be interested in working with the city to apply a layer of stones on Mill St. 

Shrum asked how big the trucks would be.  Butcher replied, “A semi.”  Shrum thinks a 
semi would be too tight to fit around the corners.  Butcher said he would give a 
demonstration with his semi to prove that it would fit. 

Shrum is concerned about how the traffic will affect the senior citizens whom reside on 
Mill St. 



Butcher stated they would be filling the building for themselves once in the spring and 
once in the fall. 

Butcher would be interested in obtaining property from the railroad.  

Butcher stated that his trucks don’t make big noises.   

Shrum stated that those roads aren’t made for heavy trucks.  Again, Butcher stated that he 
would contribute to the city for road improvement. 

Nixon asked how many loads?  Butcher replied, “Approximately 30 loads.”  Whitford 
asked if that meant 30 semis.  Butcher replied, “Yes.” 

Whitford asked if the semis would be single or double.  Butcher replied, “single.”  He 
stated that his trucks hold 23 ton. 

Doepker asked if it would be bulk fertilizer.  Butcher replied, “Yes.” 

Whitford asked what the hours of operation would be.  Butcher replied, “7am to 7pm 
because that is what the ordinance requires with a special use permit.” 

Bob Ancel stated that he owns the property south of the gate. 

The planning commission stated that they will meet with city staff to review the request.  
Butcher asked when that would be.  Goettling stated that it would not be until at least 
next week. 

1BApex Marine Site Plan 
Mark Dupuie presented his site plan for a 10,000 sq. ft. addition.  It will be partially used 
to store the materials that are currently being stored outside along Wilson Blvd. 

Moved by Kelley, supported by Nixon to approve the Apex Marine site plan.  All ayes. 

2BBaptist Church Site Plan 
Planning members reviewed the site plan for the Baptist church addition and covered 
vehicle area.  The addition will not hold any seating.  It is intended to be an entrance area.  
Moved by Kelley, supported by Whitford to approve the Baptist church site plan.  All 
ayes. 

Moved by Kelley, supported by Shrum to adjourn at 7:45 PM.  All ayes. 

 
Katherine Goettling 
Planning Commission Secretary 
 
 
 



No meeting was held in June 



St. Louis Planning Commission 
Minutes 

July 9, 2008 
 
A regular meeting of the Saint Louis Planning Commission was called to order by 
Chairman Doepker at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Present: Doepker, Kelley, McConkie, Nixon, Shrum, Ward, Whitford 
Absent: Kubin, Roehrs 
Also Present: Cal Butcher, Tracie Massar, and Diane Hug. 
 
The pledge of allegiance was led by Chairman Doepker. 
 
Motion by Shrum, supported by Kelley to approve the minutes of the regular meeting 
held May 14, 2008.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Cal Butcher was present and presented his proposal to use a second building currently 
located on a parcel of property occupied by Quality Clutch and Gear, owned by Bob 
Ancel.  Cal explained that the building was located 10 feet from the railroad spur was 
designed and constructed as a fertilizer mixing and storage building capable of receiving 
shipments by rail.  The building was originally constructed and owned by one of the 
previous owners of the elevator located on an adjacent parcel of property.  Mr. Butcher’s 
request is to allow a property split and ability to use the facility for fertilizer storage and 
distribution.  An easement for access from Main Street has been drafted and agreed upon 
and he has agreed to reconfigure the structure to less than 2,500 square feet as required 
by Ordinance.  Other requirements for issuance of a Special Use permit are problematic 
and Mr. Butcher is asking if the structure is “grandfathered” somehow. 
 
Motion by Kelley, supported by Shrum, to table Mr. Butcher’s request until the next 
regular meeting and allow time for our planner to review the request.  All ayes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Tracie Massar and Diane Hug presented request for Special Use permit to allow a day 
care in the R-2 Zone at 123 N. Pine Street. 
 
Motion by Kelley, supported by Shrum, to approve Special Use Permit to allow day care 
at 123 N. Pine Street.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Nixon, supported by McConkie, to adjourn at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Robert McConkie 
Acting Secretary 



St. Louis Planning Commission Meeting 
Wednesday, August 13, 2008 

 
The regular meeting of the St. Louis Planning Commission was called to order by 
Chairman Doepker at 7:10 PM. 

Members Present: Doepker, McConkie, Shrum, Ward, Whitford 
 
Members Absent: Nixon, Kelley, Kubin, Roehrs               
 
Others Present: Katherine Goettling 
   Justin Sprague   Rowe, Inc.  
   Kelly Butcher   10061 E. Lincoln Rd., Wheeler 
    
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Doepker. 

Moved by Shrum, supported by Whitford to approve the minutes of May 14, 2008.  All 
ayes. 

3BLand Division Proposed Ordinance 
Sprague explained the reasons why the City would not be allowed to approve a land 
division request made by Kel Butcher and Janet Ancel. Sprague stated that under our 
current ordinance, a property is required to have a 4:1 ratio.  Sprague stated that the Land 
Division Act does allow Cities to create their own ordinance.   

McConkie supplied the Planning Commission members a copy of the proposed ordinance 
for their review.   

Shrum asked if access would be off Mill Street?  McConkie stated that there will be no 
access off Mill Street, it is only considered frontage.  Butcher stated that there is a gate at 
the end of Mill Street. 

McConkie explained the proposed ordinance as members reviewed it.  Sprague explained 
section 6. 

Whitford asked Butcher about ownership.  Butcher stated that the completion of the 
survey is pending.  Ownership is contingent on approval of the land division.  Sprague 
stated that the property owner should apply for the division. 

Moved by Ward, supported by Shrum to recommend the City Council set a public 
hearing for the Land Division Ordinance.  All ayes. 

Moved by Shrum, supported by Whitford to adjourn at 7:34pm.  All ayes. 

 

 

Katherine Goettling 
Planning Commission Secretary 
 



No meeting held in September 
 



St. Louis Planning Commission Meeting 
Wednesday, October 8, 2008 

 
The regular meeting of the St. Louis Planning Commission was called to order by 
Chairman Doepker at 7:00 PM 

Members Present: Doepker, Nixon, Kelley, Shrum, Roehrs, Ward, Whitford 
 
Members Absent: McConkie, Kubin 
 
Others Present: Katherine Goettling 
   Kelly Butcher   10061 E. Lincoln Rd., Wheeler 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Doepker. 

Moved by Shrum, supported by Roehrs to approve the minutes of August 13, 2008.  All 
ayes. 

The August Agenda of the Alma Planning Commission and the August Minutes of the 
Pine River Township were handed out to Planning members for their review.  Moved by 
Shrum, supported by Kelley to place the informational items on file.  All ayes. 

4BButcher Land Division 
Members reviewed Butcher’s land division request.  Moved by Kelley, supported by 
Shrum to approve the Butcher land division.  All ayes. 

5BButcher Site Plan 
Members reviewed the Butcher site plan.  Shrum asked Mr. Butcher when he will be 
paving the drive-way.  Butcher stated he will be paving it, however; he was following the 
guidelines that the Planning Commission gave to Quality Clutch & Gear.  Planning 
members suggested that Mr. Butcher meet with the City Manager regarding the time line 
of the drive-way paving. 

Ward asked Mr. Butcher if the “small vehicle drive” area indicated on the site plan will 
be green space.  Butcher stated it will be green space.  

Moved by Kelley, supported by Nixon to approve site plan contingent on meeting with 
City Manager regarding the time line of the drive-way paving and no drive access to Mill 
St.  All ayes. 

Katherine Goettling 
Planning Commission Secretary 
 
  



St. Louis Planning Commission Meeting 
Wednesday, November 12, 2008 

 
The regular meeting of the St. Louis Planning Commission was called to order by 
Chairman Doepker at 7:00 PM 

 
Members Present: Doepker, Nixon, McConkie, Kelley, Shrum, Roehrs, Whitford 
 
Members Absent: Kubin, Ward 
 
Others Present: Katherine Goettling 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Doepker. 

Moved by Kelley, supported by Shrum to approve the minutes of October 8, 2008.  All 
ayes. 

McConkie stated that he met with Butcher regarding his site plan.  McConkie gave 
Butcher the same time line as Quality Clutch & Gear to complete the paving as long as 
there is not a dust problem.  McConkie discussed the small drive entrance with Butcher.  
McConkie stated the gate should remain locked only allowing for occasional use for 
small vehicles as long as there are no complaints received. 

6BInformational Items 
City of Alma Planning Commission Agenda for October was given to members.  

7BNew Business 
Information was given to the members on Community Planning, Mid-Michigan 
Collaboration, Future Land Use Plans, and Community Planning for the Aging. 

McConkie briefly explained each of the above to the members.   

8BOther Business 
McConkie wanted the members to think of ways the City could make the downtown area 
more elderly friendly. 

McConkie asked members what they felt the City should incorporate into the land use.  
Asked the members to think about future uses. 

Moved by Kelley, supported by Shrum to adjourn at 8:17 PM.  All ayes. 

 
Katherine Goettling 
Planning Commission Secretary 
 



St. Louis Planning Commission Meeting 
Wednesday, December 10, 2008 

 
The regular meeting of the St. Louis Planning Commission was called to order by 
Chairman Doepker at 7:00 PM 

Members Present: Doepker, Nixon, McConkie, Shrum, Roehrs, Ward, Whitford 
 
Members Absent: Kelley, Kubin 
 
Others Present: Katherine Goettling 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Doepker. 

Moved by Nixon, supported by Whitford to approve the minutes of November 12, 2008.  
All ayes. 

9BInformational Items 
McConkie handed out copies of articles from the Zoning & Planning magazine to 
members.  McConkie handed out a flyer on Fundamentals of Planning & Zoning.  If any 
member is interested in attending the City will be able to accommodate them.  County 
wide Planning meetings were discussed.   

10BReview Master Plan 
McConkie discussed future developments in areas north of the Pine River.  McConkie 
informed members on the infrastructures that need to be done in the City such as the 
Waste Water Plant & water system.   

McConkie recommended the members review the Master Plan. 

Moved by Roehrs, supported by Shrum to adjourn at 8:10 PM.  All ayes. 

 
 
Katherine Goettling 
Planning Commission Secretary 
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