SAINT LOUIS PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

Tuesday, December 12, 2006
7:00 P.M.
The meeting of the Parks & Recreation Commission was called to order by Vice Chairman, Kevin Palmer at 7:03 p.m.

Members Present: Melissa Allen, Sally Church, Kevin Palmer, Joe Scholtz, Dorothy 

                             Trgina, Argil Willman

Members Absent:  David Biehl

Others Present:     Robert McConkie-City Manager  

Motion by Melissa Allen, seconded by Sally Church, that the minutes of the November 14, 2006, meeting be approved.  The sign estimate is to be attached to the Minutes.  Motion Carried.

Financial Report:

Discussion regarding the utilities and rental equipment expenses.  The Commission members requested that City Manager McConkie obtain a report of these expenses for January meeting.  Motion by Kevin Palmer, seconded by Sally Church to not approve the Financial Report until the requested information is provided.  Motion Carried.

New Business:

a.  Overview of Parks.

The following plan will be implemented for he Parks Overview.

January
A.  Clapp Park

B.  Barnum Park

February  
A.  Magic Park

B.  Penny Park

March

A.  Lions Park

B.  Lincoln Park

April

A.  Leppien Park

B.  Imperial, et al (IGA)

C.  304-306 North Street

D.  Pocket Park on Mill Street

b. Car Cruise.  No information at this time.  Phil Hansen is working on this project.

c. Leppien Park Light.  There is a proposal on the way for the light in Leppien Park.

d. Boat Launch on Michigan Avenue.  No information at this time.

e. Brownfield Site by IGA Store.  See item a. above.

f. Water Fountain.  The water fountain was not put in the river this year.  Motion by Kevin Palmer, seconded by Sally Church that this item be removed from the Agenda.  Motion Carried.

g. Fund Raising ideas for 4th of July weekend.  Joe Scholtz is working on fund raising project for this weekend.  Proposed to have an event on the pool deck preceding the fireworks.  The purpose of this fund raiser is to raise funds to refurbish/renovate the bath house at the pool.

City Manager McConkie will check on the capacity at the pool and also the insurance liability coverage.

Each Park & Recreation Commission member is encouraged to be involved with a project for the 4th of July weekend.  They are also encouraged to coordinate events.

Other Business:

Sally Church will call Steve Beattie at St. Louis High School Ag department about the flowers for the Streetscape for 2007.

Meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dorothy Trgina, Secretary

Parks & Recreation Commission

SAINT LOUIS PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

Monday, November 14, 2006
7:00 P.M.
The meeting of the Parks & Recreation Commission was called to order by Vice Chairman, Kevin Palmer at 7:03 p.m.

Members Present: Sally Church, Kevin Palmer, Joe Scholtz, Dorothy Trgina, 

      Argil Willman

Others Present:     Robert McConkie-City Manager, Phil Hansen-DDA Director, and 

     Mark Abbott-DPW Supervisor 

Motion by Kevin Palmer, seconded by Sally Church, that the minutes of the October 16, 2006, meeting be approved with corrections.  Motion Carried.

The Resolution regarding the 5-year Recreation Plan adopted by the City Council needs to be inserted in place of the last paragraph of the main body of the Minutes of the October 16, 2006, meeting. i.e. “Motion by J. Scholtz, seconded by A. Willman to recommend to City Council that they adopt the 5-year Recreation Plan.  Motion Carried.”

Financial Report:  

Motion by Kevin Palmer, seconded by Sally Church to approve the Financial Report and place on file.  Motion Carried.

New Business:

Phil Hansen, DDA Director reported on past 4th of July events.  Phil also told us that the Middle of the Mitten Association does many things for the present 4th of July weekend event.  We may want to team up with them for the future.  Phil reported that they meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at Noon in the Council Chambers and all of the Commission members are invited to attend.

Joe Scholtz is working on restoring the canoe races for the 4th of July weekend.

Discussion regarding a Blues Festival at the Old Theater.

Fund raising ideas for the 4th of July weekend were discussed.

The Geese problem in Penny Park was addressed again.  Mark Abbott discussed the geese problem and reports that he has materials to apply at Penny Park to discourage the geese from coming back to Penny Park.  Mark will try this method to see how it works and report back to the Commission.

Other Business:

Dave Biehl obtained an estimate for a sign showing upcoming City events.  The price is $3,647.46.  This estimate is attached.
Sally Church talked with Steve Beattie at St. Louis High School regarding the bedding flowers for the Streetscapes 2007.  The School Ag Program will grow the plants.

Mark Abbott reported that he provides leaves for the Correctional Facility in St. Louis and that they may provide some of the flower bedding plants needed for the Streetscapes for the year 2007.

Mark also talked about tarping the flower boxes in the Streetscapes.

There was a discussion regarding the flower bed in Lions Park.

Dorothy Trgina reported that she talked with Larry Steffenhagen, Commander of the St. Louis VFW regarding the correspondence that was sent to them inquiring if they were interested in making a financial contribution to the City Clock Project.  Larry replied that this correspondence was brought to the floor of the VFW, but was turned down due to lack of funds.

There was a discussion on needs of/for enhancing the parks and other facilities in the City.

Future Agenda Items:

a. Overview of Parks

b. Car Cruise

c. Leppien Park – Light

d. Boat Launch on Michigan Avenue

e. Brownfield Site by IGA Store

f. Water Fountain (for ascetic purposes)

g. Fund Raising ideas for 4th of July weekend.

Motion by Joe Scholtz, seconded by Sally Church to adjourn.  Motion Carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dorothy Trgina

Secretary 

Parks & Recreation Commission

SAINT LOUIS PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

Monday, October 16, 2006
7:00 P.M.
The meeting of the Parks & Recreation Commission was called to order by Vice Chairman, Kevin Palmer at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present: Melissa Allen, Sally Church, Joe Scholtz, Kevin Palmer, 
                              Dorothy Trgina, Argil William
Members Absent:  David Biehl

Others Present:     Robert McConkie-City Manager and Justin Sprague-Rowe, Inc.

Change in agenda item 3.  Should be September 12, 2006 meeting.

Motion by M. Allen, supported by S. Church, to approve the minutes of the September 12, 2006, meeting with correction and place on file.  Motion carried.  

Financial Report:  Motion by Melissa Allen, seconded by Kevin Palmer, to approve the Financial Report and place on file.  Motion Carried.

Motion by S. Church, to start Public Input Session of 5-Year Park & Recreation Plan.  Seconded by M. Allen.  Motion Carried.

Discussion by commission members regarding 5-Year Park & Recreation Plan.  Addition of bath house at the Pool and the School would like Soccer Field.

Motion by M. Allen, seconded by S. Church to close Public Session.  Motion Carried.  No public in attendance.

S. Church shared comment from citizen regarding lack of swings in Clapp Park.

The following resolution was moved by member Scholtz, and supported by member Willman:


WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis Parks and Recreation Commission prepared the “City of St. Louis Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan”, and;


WHEREAS, the proposed improvements in the “City of St. Louis Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan” were developed in response to needs and deficiencies which were identified through public meetings, recreation provider interviews and local recreation inventories, and;

WHEREAS, the Park and Recreation Commission has reviewed the “City of St. Louis Five Years Parks and Recreation Master Plan” and has determined that the plan is consistent with the City’s long-range vision of recreational facilities within the St. Louis area, and will improve the number and quality of recreational opportunities within the St. Louis area;

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the St. Louis Park and Recreation Commission hereby adopts the “City of St. Louis Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan” and recommends its adoption by the City of St. Louis City Council.

YEAS:

Scholtz, Willman, Church, Allen, Trgina, Palmer

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN:
None

New business:
It is the consensus of the Commission that the 4th of July weekend should be enhanced/expanded.  The Chamber/Middle of the Mitten has been doing this event in the past.  Phil Hansen, DDA Director works with the Middle of the Mitten and it was requested that he attend the next Parks & Recreation Commission meeting.
7:25 p.m arrival of David Biehl, Chairman.

Discussion of a sign to advertise City events.  David Biehl will pursue this further.

Discussion regarding Community Days.

City Manager McConkie shared with the Commission members about a Car Cruise on old US-27, to take place in the Summer of 2007.

City Flower Beds:

S. Church will contact Steve Beattie at St. Louis High School regarding the flowers for the streetscape and other flower beds for the 2007 season.

Other Business:
J. Scholtz inquired about the status of the light on the boat dock at Leppien Park.

Motion by J. Scholtz, seconded by D. Biehl to adjourn.  Motion Carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dorothy Trgina, Secretary, Parks & Recreation Commission

SAINT LOUIS PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

Tuesday, September 12, 2006
7:00 P.M.
The meeting of the Parks & Recreation Commission was called to order by Chairman, David Biehl at 7:03 p.m.

Members Present: David Biehl, Melissa Allen, Sally Church, Joe Scholtz, Kevin Palmer, 
                              Dorothy Trgina, Argil William
Others Present:     Robert McConkie-City Manager and Mark Abbott-Department of 

                              Public Works

Motion by Sally Church, supported by Melissa Allen, to approve the minutes of the August 7, 2006, meeting and place on file.  Motion carried.  

Financial Report:  There was a discussion on the Financial Report. Motion by Melissa Allen, seconded by Kevin Palmer, to approve the Financial Report and place on file.  Motion Carried.

New Business:  
Approve the Final Copy of 5-Year Plan.  After discussion, motion by Melissa Allen, seconded by Joe Scholtz to approve the distribution of the Plan and Notice and authorize publication of 30 day comment period.  Motion Carried.

Motion by Sally Church, seconded by Kevin Palmer to set the October Parks & Recreation Commission meeting for Monday, October 16, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. to include Public Hearing on the 5-Year Parks and Recreation Plan.  Motion Carried.

Bike Path:  Discussion by Kevin Palmer regarding a side walk or walk way along the river bank.  This will be a long term plan.

Boat landing on Michigan Avenue:  Discussion about pursuing plant after completion of the 5-year Park & Recreation Plan.

Geese Problem in the Parks:  Joe Scholtz will provide written information to the Commission regarding this issue.

4th of July Weekend:  Discussion about having a two/three day weekend event tied to the Fireworks event.  

Joe Scholtz reported that there is much interest in doing Canoe/Kayak Races in conjunction with such a weekend.

Kevin Palmer brought up doing Road Races and Bike Races on such a weekend event.

Flower for 2007:  Sally Church requested information/permission to make arrangements for purchasing the flowers of 2007 for the streetscape and the beds on the river bank.  City Manager Robert McConkie reported that the St. Louis FFA Chapter will start the flower plants for the 2007 City flower beds.  This will need to be coordinated with Steve Beattie, FFA Advisor at St. Louis High School.

Swimming Pool:  Discussion about an addition to the swimming pool and also building a wading pool.  City Manager, Robert McConkie reported that the City has a $100,000.00 grant for the parking lot between the IGA Store and the pool house.

The free swim day at the pool during the summer went over very well.  One of those days the pool was filled to capacity.

Addition to the budget for recreation events not hosted by Parks & Recreation.  See attachment submitted by Kevin Palmer.

Other Business:  Joe Scholtz brought up about the light for Leppien Park.  DPW will follow up on this.

David Biehl brought up about a sign to let the residents and visitors know of coming events in St. Louis.  Discussion regarding an electronic sign or bill board sign.  Also discussion on various other types of signs.  Dave will follow up and check with some potential sponsors.

Motion by Joe Scholtz, seconded by Salley Church to adjourn.  Motion Carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Next Parks & Recreation meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 16, 2006, at 7:00 p.m.

Agenda items for October 16th meeting:

4th of July weekend, City flower beds, attached sheet entitled festival weekend ideas 

Respectfully submitted,

Dorothy Trgina

Parks & Recreation Commission Secretary
Proposal:
The Parks and Recreation Committee add to its budget an allowance to support local recreational activities that are not currently sponsored city.

Reasoning:


The Parks and Recreation Committee is put together to promote both the City’s Parks and Recreation within the City.  Currently the committee focuses mainly on the maintenance of the parks.  While the maintenance of the parks gives citizens a place for recreational activities, the city does little to support people and organizations putting forth the effort to promote the use of the city as a place of recreation.

Examples of events that could be supported:


Evening in the Park


Music in the Park


Ice Cream Socials


Canoe Races 


Community Days


Road Runs


Basketball Tournaments


Fishing Tournaments


Bike Races

SAINT LOUIS PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

Monday, August 7, 2006
7:00 P.M.
Mark Abbott from the Department of Public Works introduced Randy Mead from the Christians Caring for Community (CCC).  Also present from the CCC was Marge Clapp and Don Burch.

Randy explained to all present the plans for the Labor Day Bridge Walk.  Mark Abbott will ask Mari Anne Layman to include the Labor Day Bridge Walk in the September Newsletter.

The meeting of the Parks & Recreation Commission was called to order by Chairman, David Biehl at 7:29 p.m.

Members Present: David Biehl, Melissa Allen, Sally Church, Joe Scholtz, Kevin Palmer, 
                              Dorothy Trgina 

Members Absent:  Argil William
Others Present: Mark Abbott-Department of Public Works

Motion by Joe Scholtz, supported by Sally Church, to approve the minutes of the July 11, 2006, meeting and place on file.  Motion carried.  
Financial Report:  There was a discussion about the amendments to the Parks & Recreation Commission Budget.

Motion by Melissa Allen, seconded by Sally Church, to approve the Financial Report.  Motion Carried.

Old Business:
Mark Abbott reported that the playground/structures need to be updated to comply with the National Playground Safety Institute.

Some of the playground equipment is in adequate state of repair.
At this point in the meeting, the rest of the Agenda was tabled until the September meeting, to enable the Commission to review and make corrections to the 5-year plan.

Chairman Biehl, led this review, and corrections and/or additions were made.  Mark Abbott will present the corrected draft to City Manager McConkie.

After the completion of the review and corrections to the 5-year plan the following items were brought up for discussion:

Other Business:

Joe Scholtz brought up the geese problem in the Parks.

Dave Biehl brought up weeds in the parks. 
Melissa Allen brought up about outsourcing of mowing. Mark Abbott reported that this is not in the financial best interest of the City.

The following items are requested to be put on the Agenda for the September 12, 2006, meeting:

1. Bike Path

2. Boat Landing

3. Geese problem in the Parks

4. 4th of July weekend

5. Flowers for 2007

6. Pool

7. Addition to the budget for Recreation events not hosted by Parks & Recreation.

Motion by Sally Church, supported by Melissa Allen to adjourn.  Motion Carried.

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Next meeting, Tuesday, September 11, 2006.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dorothy Trgina

Secretary

Parks & Recreation Commission

SAINT LOUIS PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

Tuesday, July 11, 2006
7:00 P.M.
Meeting called to order by Chairman, David Biehl.

Members Present: David Biehl, Sally Church, Joe Scholtz, Argil William, Kevin Palmer, 
      Dorothy Trgina 

Members Absent:  Melissa Allen 
Others Present: Mark Abbott-Department of Public Works, Jerry Church-Council 

  Member

Motion by Joe Scholtz, supported by Kevin Palmer, to approve the minutes of the June 13, 2006, meeting and place on file.  Motion carried.

Financial Report:  Discussion of the Port-a-Johns at each of the City Parks, except Lincoln Park.  Mark Abbott reported that there was not enough people using Lincoln Park to justify the expense of a Port-a-John there.

Motion by Sally Church, seconded by Joe Scholtz, to approve the Financial Report.  Motion Carried.

Old business:
Recreation Plan:  Kevin Palmer has corrections to the Recreation Plan.  Kevin will share his copy with corrections to the City Manager.

Correspondence was sent to both Wal-Mart and the VFW regarding financial support for the clock.  No response from either at this time.  Also, no response from McDonald’s regarding the clock.

Discussion on the Flower Beds in the City Streetscape.  Sally Church reported that all the Churches/Organizations/Groups and individuals that she contacted have planted the flowers.
Suggestion by Kevin Palmer to send Thank you note to the Churches/Organizations/Groups and individuals who planted and maintain the flower beds.

Mark Abbott reported that the benches and trash receptacles are in place at Lions Park.

David Biehl had a request from a Citizen to have more space between the benches and trash receptacles on the River Walk.
Discussion regarding a Welcome Packet being put together by the City and distributed to the Church of God Campground.  Joe Scholtz reported that his Grand Daughter, Miranda Beach put one together for the Fishing Derby.  Joe will provide one to the City for them to utilize.
Suggestion by Dave Biehl to enhance the 4th of July Celebration Perhaps with more events and activities.

Suggestion with discussion of having an all weekend event.  Perhaps join with the Community Days event to tie in with fireworks display.

Discussion regarding Grants available.  Phil Hansen would have that information and he can/should be contacted.

New Business:
Discussion regarding a Bridge Walk.  Dorothy Trgina reported that Randy Mead from the CCC (Christians Caring for Community) is planning and coordinating a Bridge Walk for Labor Day.  This walk will take place on the foot bridge behind the High School.  Dorothy will get more information and provide the same to Mari Anne for inclusion in the City Newsletter.   Mark will discuss this with City Manager McConkie.
The matter of dogs being in the City Parks when Public Events are taking place.  Council Member Jerry Church will discuss this with the Police Chief.

Motion by Sally Church, seconded by Kevin Palmer to have the August meeting on Monday the 7th and coordinate with the CCC Group who also have a meeting scheduled at the same time.  The alternate meeting time would be Thursday, August 10, 2006.  Motion Carried.

Other Business:

It was reported that the free swim day on the 4th of July Saturday was well attended.  People were turned away as the pool was at capacity.

Joe Scholtz reported that he is aware of people who want to donate funds to plant fish in the River.

Discussion regarding establishing a Bike Path between St. Louis and Alma.

Chairman Biehl requested that on the August Meeting Agenda the following items be placed:

Bike Path

5-Year Plan

Boat Landing on Michigan Avenue

Motion by Sally Church, seconded by Joe Scholtz to adjourn.  Motion Carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m.

Next Meeting Monday, August 7th, 2006, at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dorothy Trgina

Secretary

Parks & Recreation Commission

SAINT LOUIS PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

Tuesday, June 13, 2006
7:00 P.M.
Meeting called to order by Melissa Allen.

Members Present: Joe Scholtz, Argil William, Kevin Palmer, 
      Melissa Allen, Dorothy Trgina 

Members Absent:  David Biehl, Sally Church  
Others Present: Mark Abbott, Department of Public Works.
Motion by Joe Scholtz, supported by Argil Willman, to approve the minutes of the May 9, 2006, meeting and place on file.  Motion carried.

Motion by Argil Willman, supported by Joe Scholtz, to approve the Financial Report.  Motion Carried.

OLD BUSINESS:
Discussion on shoring up the shore line at Lions Park.  Mark Abbott brought the members of the Commission current with this work.

Suggestion by Joe Scholtz to inquire, by letter to Wal-Mart, if they would be interested in making a monetary donation for the clock.

Five Year Parks and Recreation Plan was discussed.

On page 23, budget amount not correct as stated in plan.

Discussion on a sign for the hours the pool is open.

Discussion on the improvements made to the Gazebo in Clapp Park by members of the Christian’s Caring for Community (CCC).  The improvements look very nice.

Request was made to have the city Manager set up a schedule for Parks and Recreation for reminder purposes, i.e., Fishing Derby Welcome Parket – card for pool hours.

Flower Beds are all planted and looking very nice.

Mark Abbott will check on circular flower bed in Leppien Park.

Mark Abbott reported that the 2005 Water Truck is working well and the water system in the 46 flower beds is working well.

Suggestion was made to have Hosta’s planted around the Gazebo for beautification purposes.  This could be a future project.

Joe Scholtz gave a report on the Fishing Derby.  This event was well attended.

Joe Scholtz also reported that children are playing basketball in the streets.

Mark Abbott reported that the concrete slabs are in place for the benches to be installed for Lions Park.

The River Walk damage areas are being worked on.  The River Walk is being used and the City is receiving many positive comments.
NEW BUSINESS:

Evening in the Park – Moved by Kevin Palmer, supported by Argil Willman, to donate the sum of $450.00 to the Evening in the Park.  Motion Carried.

Moved by Joe Scholtz, supported by Argil Willman to adjourn.  Motion Carried.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:04 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Dorothy Trgina

Secretary

Parks & Recreation Commission

SAINT LOUIS PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

Tuesday, May 9, 2006
7:00 P.M.
Meeting called to order by Chairman David Biehl.

Members Present: David Biehl, Joe Scholtz, Sally Church, Argil William, Kevin Palmer, 
      Melissa Allen, Dorothy Trgina 

Members Absent:  None  
Others Present: Bob McConkie, City Manager.
Motion by Melissa Allen, supported by Sally Church, to approve the minutes of the March 14, 2006, meeting.  Motion carried.

Motion by Melissa Allen, supported by Kevin Palmer, to approve the minutes of the April 12, 2006, meeting, as corrected.  Motion carried.

Financial Report:  No Pool Director hired at this time.  Motion by Kevin Palmer, supported by Joe Scholtz to approve the financial report.  Motion Carried.

OLD BUSINESS:

Discussion regarding letter to the VFW and McDonalds with information pertaining to the clock for Clapp Park.  City Manager McConkie will send letters to the VFW and McDonalds.

Sally Church reported on the purchase of the flowers for the flower beds.

NEW BUSINESS:
It was reported that the flower beds need soil and/or peat moss added.

Kevin Palmer reported that Mr. Beattie from the High School will take care of the flower bed in Clapp Park.

City Manager McConkie reported that information from the Council, that the School and FFA are interested in growing the flower plants for the City Beds.

A question came up regarding the Canna tubers.  Are there any left from last year.  Need to check with Nancy Rush and/or Mark Abbott.

City has extra summer help.  One person with experience regarding flower beds and landscaping.
Question regarding benches for Michigan Avenue Park.

Question by Kevin Palmer regarding placing of signs for owners of dogs, who walk their dogs in City Parks.

Joe Scholtz reported on the Fishing Derby scheduled for June 10, 2006.  He has sponsorship for a billboard.

Reported that the City is working on getting a light in Leppien Park.

Discussion on Park & Recreation Open House handout.

Lions Park:  Contact Greg Siefka about flower for Lions Park flower bed.

Reported that the City of St. Louis and St. Louis Schools want to partner with Parks & Recreation.

Open House:  Park & Recreation members should be at the Council Chambers on May 16, 2006, for the Open House.

Motion by Sally Church, supported by Melissa Allen to adjourn the meeting.  Motion Carried.

Meeting Adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dorothy Trgina

Secretary

Parks & Recreation Commission
SAINT LOUIS PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

Tuesday, April 11, 2006
7:00 P.M.
Meeting called to order by Chairman David Biehl.

Members Present: David Biehl, Joe Scholtz, Sally Church, Argil William, Kevin Palmer, 
      Melissa Allen, Dorothy Trgina

Members Absent:  Sally Church, Argil Willman  
Others Present: Bob McConkie, City Manager.
Motion by Kevin Palmer, supported by Joe Scholtz that the minutes of January 10, 2006 meeting be approved.  Motion carried.

Financial Report:  First page of Financial Report is not included with the April 2006 meeting packet.  City Manager McConkie reported that the sum of $6,211.95 from Capital Outlay was used to purchase a cover for the swimming pool.
Melissa Allen mentioned a broken window in the pool house at the swimming pool.

Motion by Melissa Allen, supported by Kevin Palmer to approve the Financial Report.  Motion Carried.

Old Business:

After discussion, the date of May 16, 2006 has been set for the May public session.  The time will be 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  The Public Session will be held in he Council Chambers.
Information regarding the Public Session will be posted on the City website, be placed in the City Newsletter and in the Gratiot County Herald and Morning Sun.

Flowers:

Motioned by Kevin Palmer, supported by Joe Scholtz to allow the Youth Group of First United Methodist Church and Gleaners to plant flowers at Penny Park.  Motion Carried.

Joe Scholtz reported that he talked with Steve Beattie, Advisor of the FFA Chapter at St. Louis High School.  The FFA Chapter wants to plant flowers in Clapp Park.  Kevin Palmer will coordinate this project with Steve Beattie.

Basketball Courts:
Discussion on the Basketball Courts in the City of St. Louis.  All the City Basketball Courts are in good repair and up-to-date.  City Manager McConkie reported that the basketball court along with the swings at Westgate Elementary School are in need of repairs.

May 8, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. is the date for a combined Council/School meeting at the Media Center.

City Manager McConkie will put together cost information and inquire of Service Clubs for support of refurbishing projects.

Discussion had on possible sources for Grant money.

New Business:

Joe Scholtz inquired about a light in the parking lot at Leppien Park.  Bob McConkie will discuss this with Kurt Giles.

Motion by Melissa Allen, supported by Kevin Palmer to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 7:56 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dorothy Trgina

Secretary

Parks & Recreation Commission

SAINT LOUIS PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

Tuesday, March 14, 2006

7:00 P.M.
Meeting called to order by Chairman David Biehl.

Members Present: David Biehl, Joe Scholtz, Kevin Palmer, Melissa Allen,    



     Argil Willman 
Members Absent:  Sally Church, Dorothy Trgina 

Others Present: Bob McConkie, City Manager, Three Representatives from Rowe     Engineering

Motion by Allen, supported by Willman, that the minutes of February 14, 2006 meeting be approved.  Motion carried.

Others Present: Bob McConkie, City Manager;  Three Representatives of Rowe Engineering

The financial report was reviewed. There was a question on line 101.758.710000 about the percent of benefits taken. McConkie said he would look into it. The report was otherwise unanimously approved. The motion was made by Allen and seconded by Willman. 

Flowers were discussed. Church is out for a couple of months and Palmer will be filling in for in her absence. Palmer, Church, and Trgina will head the flowers this year.

The clock was inquired about. McConkie is working on letters to donors.

Rowe Engineering group made a presentation that included the project schedule and some tips for community involvement. They need to have public input before they really get started on the project plan. The committee agreed to look into public availability during the week of May 15th for a possible meeting time.

Allen motioned for the meeting to be adjourned. This was seconded by Schooltz and supported by all.

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Kevin Palmer

Acting Secretary

SAINT LOUIS PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

Tuesday, February 14, 2006
7:00 P.M.
Moved by Allen, supported by Church to appoint Dave Biehl as Chairman.  All Ayes

Moved by Allen, supported by Biehl to appoint Kevin Palmer as Vice Chair.  All Ayes

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Biehl at 7:00 P.M.
Members Present: David Biehl, Sally Church, Argil William, Kevin Palmer, 
      Melissa Allen
Members Absent:  Dorothy Trgina  
Others Present: Bob McConkie, City Manager.

 The Financial Report for month ending December 31, 2005, was reviewed.  Members questioned line item 101.770.977.001 in the amount of $3,332.00.  City Manager McConkie will discuss the line item with the Treasurer and report back to the board.

Moved by Allen, Supported by Church to approve the financial Report.  All Ayes  Motion Carried.

 

Moved by Allen, supported by Church to accept resignation from Nancy Rusch with deep regret.  All Ayes

Members discussed presenting past board members with a certificate for service.
Moved by Church, supported by Willman to make recommendation to Council for approval of Proposal from Rowe Inc. for updated 5-year parks and recreation plan.

All Ayes

Moved by Church, supported by Palmer to support Council’s decision for paying Electric bill for Hubbel Field. All Ayes

Members discussed the possibility of a retired part time person to maintain the flower beds.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church to adjourn.  All Ayes

Meeting Adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Robert McConkie

Acting Secretary
SAINT LOUIS PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

Tuesday, January 10, 2006
The meeting was called to order by Chair Rusch at 7:05 P.M.
Members Present: Nancy Rusch, David Biehl, Sally Church, Argil William, Kevin Palmer, Dorothy Trgina, Melissa Allen
Members Absent:  None  
Others Present: Bob McConkie, City Manager.
Motion by Nancy Rusch, second by Kevin Palmer to accept the minutes as corrected.  Motion Carried.

Financial Report reviewed.  Motion by Melissa Allen, seconded by David Biehl to accept at prepared and presented.  Motion Carried

Old Business:

City Manager McConkie reported that information from Verdin Company, the price of the clock which the Commission selected is $19,375.00

Discussion about location of the clock and fund raising sources.

Streetscaping 2006/07 is Enhancement Grant from MDOT.

City Manager will have Mayor talk to Representative Scott Hummel about funding.

City Manager McConkie to send letter with information about clock costs to Saint Louis VFW.

After discussion, City Manager McConkie will send letter to McDonald’s for financial assistance with clock.

Fountain Discussion:  Liability issues and site location.

New Business:

Discussion about uses for 27 x 88 foot lot at corner of North Mill and Center Street, adjoining parking lot of IGA.

Discussion of 5 year recreation plan.  City Manager McConkie to get proposal for the same.

Motion by Melissa Allen, Seconded by Sally Church to have City Manager McConkie send letter to VFW and McDonald’s for funds for clock.

Number one location choice:  Park on M-46, Number two location choice:  Historical Society or other area in City.

Motion carried.

Flower Beds:  CCC – if they are willing to take on flower beds in the City.  Also discussion about various other groups to adopt flower beds.

Discussion about hiring a part time person to assist with park and flower bed maintenance and care.  Perhaps May 1st to September.

Suggestion that Mayor’s Newsletter ask organizations or individuals to adopt flower beds.

Discussion:  Too much time spent at meetings discussing flower beds.  Suggestion to establish sub-committee to handle maintenance of flower beds.  Sub-Committee to meet prior to Parks & Rec. Meeting.

Discussion on ideas to draw people and families to our parks.
Motion by Nancy Rusch, seconded by Kevin Palmer to adjourn.  Motion Carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Other Business:

Brought up by Melissa Allen:  Michigan Avenue Site.

Dorothy Trgina

