SAINT LOUIS PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2005

7:00 P.M.
(No meeting in October)
 

The meeting was called to order by Nancy Rusch, Chairman at 7:00 P.M.

 

Nancy Rusch nominated Dorothy Trgina to be Secretary.  Seconded by Sally Church.  Motion Carried.

 

Roll Call:

 

Nancy Rusch, present; David Biehl, absent; Sally Church, present; Argil William, absent; Kevin Palmer, present; Melissa Allen, present, Dorothy Trgina, present.  Also present was Bob McConkie, City Manager.

 

Motion by Melissa Allen, Seconded by Sally Church to accept the October/September Minutes.  Approved.

 

The Finance Report was reviewed.  Motion by Melissa Allen, Seconded by Sally Church to approve the Finance Report.  Motion Carried.

 

OLD BUSINESS:

 

A.    Flower Beds.  Prisoners cleaned out the beds.  Canna bulbs and storage of tubers was discussed.  Mark Abbot has storage at the Public Works Building and will store them.  Kevin Palmer suggested that possibly the FFA at the High School can take care of this project.  Kevin will speak with Mr. Allen at the High School regarding the digging of the Canna bulbs.

 

The weeds in the Flower beds were very bad this season.  Can spray be put on this fall?

 

Discussion of the Tulip and other bulbs planted in the beds along M-46.

 

Clapp Park:  colored perennials.  Bed needs to be re-done.

 

Desire to get together with the CCC for Flower Beds for next year.

 

Fishing Dock at Leppien Park needs repair.

 

Michigan Avenue sidewalk along the bank.  Materials are currently being added for stabilization.

 

NEW BUSINESS:

 

A.    Terry Mohrman of Verdin Company gave a presentation of clocks.  The Committee made the following selection:  Howard Replica; Arabic face; Black in color; with a Control Unit.

 

Mt. Mohrman will send proposal with price to Bob McConkie.

 

Discussion on the up-keep of Leppien Park.  There needs to be a sign and pet waste receptacle in the Park area.

 

Motion was made by City Manager, Bob McConkie, to perhaps hire a part time person next year to take care of the weeds in the Flower Beds around the City.

 

Melissa discussed the Basket Ball Courts.

 

A letter will be written to the VFW with the price for the clock.

 

Change in meeting days.

 

Motion by Nancy Rusch, Seconded by Sally Church to cancel the December meeting.  Motion Carried. 

Motion by Nancy Rusch, Seconded by Sally Church, to instruct the City Manager to order Dog Waste Disposals for the City Parks. Seconded by Sally Church.  Motion Carried.

 

Motion by Melissa Allen, Seconded by Kevin Palmer to Adjourn.  Motion Carried.

 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:30 P.M.

 

Dorothy Trgina

Secretary

 

Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting

September 13, 2005 

(No meeting in August)
The Regular meeting of the St. Louis Parks and Recreation was called to order by Chairperson Nancy Rusch at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 13, 2005

Members Present:  Rusch, Church, Willman, Allen, Trgina 

Members Absent:  Biehl

Other Present:  Nancy Roehrs, Mark Abbott, Brad Vibber, Bill Mayes

Moved by Allen, supported by Trgina, to approve the minutes of the July 12, 2005 meeting.  All ayes

Moved by Allen, supported by Trgina to received and place on file the Financial Report ending July 31, 2005.  All Ayes
Old Business
Town Clock:  Members reviewed the Howard Replica clock that Breckenridge installed.  Would like a larger clock that is more visible.  

Allen and Church will gather more clock information next week at the MML Conference. 

Rusch would like the trees cut back on M-46 in front of Clapp Park so the clock would be seen better.  

DPW Superintendent Abbott will get costs to put in a cement foundation for the clock. 

Brad Vibber and Bill Mayes from the CCC stated that they are going to get the organization active again and would be willing to help pay the cost of the clock. 

Rush stated that the VFW was contacted about possible help paying for the clock.

Rusch asked Vibber if the CCC was active again if they would help take care of the flowers and do some small park maintenance because the City budget can not handle the cost for labor to keep the parks maintained.

New Business
Resignation of Parks & Recreation Commissioner Wanda Graham:  Moved by Church, supported by Rush to approve to accept the resignation of Wanda Graham and make recommendation to the City Council on appointing Kevin Palmer to the Parks & Recreation Commission.  All Ayes.
Other Business:
DPW Superintendent Abbott stated that the benches & trash receptacles were in for Lions Park and would be installed soon.

Chair Rusch discussed getting the CCC and other organizations involved with the flower planting and maintenance.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to adjourn the meeting at 7:38 p.m. All Ayes

Nancy Roerhs

Acting Secretary
Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting

July 12, 2005 
The Regular meeting of the St. Louis Parks and Recreation was called to order by Chairperson Nancy Rusch at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 12, 2005

Members Present:  Rusch, Biehl, Willman, Allen, 

Members Absent:  Trgina, Graham, Church

Other Present:  City Manager Robert McConkie

Moved by Allen, supported by Biehl, to approve the minutes of the June 14, 2005 meeting.  All ayes

Financial Report was rejected due to inconsistent line items.

Benches and Trash Receptacles have been ordered.

Town Clock:  Members would like the Georgetown Clock with a minimum of 3’ diameter. Would like City Manager to obtain information of which clock the Village of Breckenridge purchased.

City Manager McConkie reviewed the Cost/Benefit Comparison prepared by Utility Director Giles with members.  The average daily attendance through July 7, 2005, increased considerable compared to the 2004 season.

Members requested Miracle Grow put in water tank for flower beds.

Members also requested an article be placed in the August City Newsletter regarding the Dog Ordinance.
Moved by Biehl, supported by Allen to Adjourn.  All Ayes

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Robert McConkie

Acting Secretary

Parks & Recreations Commission Meeting

June 14, 2005

Call to order by Rusch at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present:  Willman, Rusch, Trgina, Graham, Church, Allen

Members Absent:  Biehl

Others Present:  Abbott, McConkie

May 10 minutes were approved, with a motion by Allen, supported by Trgina, all ayes, with the following changes by Church:  St. Joseph Church will maintain the two beds by the Methodist Church, not Resurrection Life and Resurrection Life will maintain the 3 beds by the car wash, not St. Josephs. 

A motion was made by Rusch, supported by Allen, to receive the Financial Report and place it on file.  All ayes.

Pool – It  will hopefully open by June 21, 2005.  Clean up is being done of the bathhouse, etc.  Roof work was approved and work is being done to get the water quality up.  Andrea Sophian was hired for Director.

Sprinkler System – pipes, fitting, etc came in yesterday.  Trenching should start on Monday or Tuesday.  Underground plastic pipe with timers will be used.  It was mentioned that the sprinklers need to be secured so they don’t flip over during watering.  For winter, the lines will be blown out to avoid freezing.  The new watering trailer with tank works great, however, the trailer will be replaced with a better one.  The firefighters have agreed to do the watering.  There was some concern about the overhead power lines when watering.  Rusch suggested putting a “Thank You” in the city newsletter to the Churches and Businesses for working in the flower bed.  

Leppien – Erosion is becoming a problem and is causing damage to a small section of the asphalt.  Abbott said they are working on putting in materials to try to stop the problem.  Doing sheet piling would be very costly.  Reinforcement needs to be done under the water level.  There are also weeds growing through the asphalt in some areas, as well as spots washing out.   Rusch would like to see something done immediately, even if just a temporary fix for now, to keep more damage from occurring.

Lions Park - There was discussion of benches and trash receptacles.  Cost for 2 benches will be just under $900 and $470 for 2 trash receptacles. (These will be the black Victorian Style).   Money should be available for them after July 1st.   A purchase order should be able to go out at that time, if money is available.  There is $17, 444.13 showing up for Lions Park on the financial report that didn’t show on the Parks & Rec. expense report.  It is most likely dollars that are for construction of the walkway. 

Clapp – The flowers have been planted.  Repair of grass patches has been done.

Some sidewalk areas need repairs.  A large Maple tree, damaged from the May storm a few years ago, will need to come down.  Two Sesquicentennial trees were put in last year, but more are available.  The gazebo floor is in need of painting.  

Horse Creek Parking Lot Area – A dock will be going in and a full sized boat launch will be available.  

June 14, 2005 Parks & Rec. Minutes cont.

Fishing Derby – Joe Schulz reported that about 250 attended.  Sixty pounds of hot dogs were cooked.

Penny Park – Graffiti was removed from the play equipment.  The old wood structure from Michigan Ave. School is still waiting to be placed.

Lincoln – This park has been ignored and needs to be worked on and updated, eventually.    Off street parking is needed.  The Goal needs replaced and will be done.  Lighting would be a very nice addition. Vandalism has gone down considerably, since the brush has been cleared by the tracks.  It is still on the list for a basketball court, but there would be additional costs for sand filling.  

Skate Park – There was discussion of use of the volleyball courts.  The leagues fell apart when the County Parks closed.  The nets, etc. were given to Abbott.

Clock – Commission needs to make a decision on which clock we want.  Mention was made as to whether or not there is still some CCC money to be that could be used for this project.  The VFW is interested in this as a project.    We will get them information on costs.   It was decided that the first choice would be the 36” Georgetown, and 2nd choice the 24” Howard Replica II.   McConkie will check on prices so we can make a decision.  After the meeting is adjourned we will go to the Commercial Bank sight, as well as Clapp Park, to make a decision on where it should be placed.  

Meeting was adjourned with a motion by Allen, supported by Church, and all ayes.

Next meeting will be July 12, 2005.

(After checking out both locations for the clock, it was decided that the best location would be near the Mitten flower bed in Clapp Park, along Washington Ave.  There is a large Maple tree that would need to be removed to use the most desirable spot.  (Abbott suggested it would probably be a good idea to have it removed, as it hangs a considerable distance over the street.)  
Wanda Graham, Secretary

St. Louis Parks & Recreations Commission

Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting

May 10, 2005 
Call to order by Rusch at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present:  Rusch, Biehl, Church, Allen, Trgina, Willman
Members Absent:  Graham
Also Present: McConkie

Moved by Trgina, supported by Church, to approve the April 12, 2005, minutes All Ayes.
A motion was made by Biehl, and supported by Church, to receive  the financial report for the month ending February 28, 2005, and place the report on file.  All Ayes.  Motion carried.

Benches and Trash receptacles were discussed.  Would like benches purchased for the Housing Commission and Benches and Trash Receptacles for Leppien Park as well.

Pool Update:  City Manager gave status update of Pool Project
Flower Bed Update:  Commercial Bank will maintain 2 beds, Kubins will maintain two beds, Parkside Assembly of God will maintain mitten bed in Clapp Park.
Resurrection Life Church will maintain 2 beds by Methodist Church and bed in front of Subway. Riverbend Baptist will maintain the Point and beds by McDonalds Restaurant and Gundermans. St. Josephs will maintain 3 beds by the car wash.

Dave Biehl, once retired, will be more than happy to help plant flowers.  
VFW daughters and Larry Steffenhagen were suggested organizations that may have interest in maintaining flower beds.
Nancy stopped at the greenhouse and flowers are in. Call Mike at the greenhouse 24 hours in advance and he will deliver flowers the day of planting. 
Nancy will contact Lion’s regarding the flower bed in Lion’s Park.  

Moved by Melissa, supported by Rusch to approve the cost of $800.00 to put together a watering trailer.  All ayes

Bob will ask Fire Department if they would volunteer to water beds using trailer built by City.  Safety concerns with overhead lights would be solved.
Town Clock and Lighting:  Approximate cost of $9,500.00 - $25,000. Can possibly get help from VFW.  Suggestions on location of clock were Commercial Bank parking lot.

Area by Middle School, Skate Park, Lincoln Street Park was suggested as possible locations for basketball court.
Members would like special projects posted on the Cable Channel

Would also like 2 -3 benches and trash receptacles purchased.

Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m
Robert McConkie

Acting Secretary

Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting

April 12, 2005 
Call to order by Allen at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present:  Allen, Biehl, Church, Graham, Trigina, Willman
Members Absent:  Rusch
Also Present: McConkie

Moved by Biehl, supported by Trgina, to approve the March, 2005, minutes All Ayes.
After discussion regarding the dollar amount and usage for “Prof. & Contracted Services”, (McConkie will check into it & report next month).  A motion was made by Biehl, supported by Church, to receive the financial report for the month ending February 28, 2005, and place the report on file.  Motion carried with all Ayes.

Old Business
Swimming Pool – the contractor has been on sight this week.  The NDR & DEQ have both approved the new plans that were submitted.  Construction should be on schedule, with completion of the new pool in time to open for the season, hopefully by June.

Flower Beds – Church contacted the churches that have taken care of the garden in the past.

1. Parkside Assembly of God-no response yet

2. Methodis – yes

3. Good Shepherd Lutheran – yes

4. Baptist – yes

5. Church of Christ – Church will be contacting the office

6. Church of God – no response yet

Representative from St. Josephs Catholic Church & Resurrection Life will be calling back after they get approval, for upkeep on one of the small beds along M-46.  Rusch was to contact Riverbend Baptist Church.  No response from them yet.  Church will call the bank and Kubin’s to see if they are willing to take responsibility of the beds by their businesses.  That will leave two beds still open.

Recognition for businesses, organizations, etc.  for the upkeep on the small flowerbeds was discussed.  It was suggested that putting a list in the City Newsletter would be a good way to give the recognition deserved.

There was discussion of what and when to plant.  A motion was made by Church, supported by Trgina, to plant the flowers no earlier than May 25 and no later than June 6, to prevent any problems with plants freezing.  Motion carried with all ayes.

The possibility of having a watering truck was again brought up.    McConkie reported that Abbott checked into it, finding that they had a trailer that may be available, and a 250 gallon tank was available for use.   If a bigger tank was needed, it would have to be purchased.  Abbott was also checking into putting in an automatic sprinkler system with timers to water the beds along M-46.
Clock—Allen has gathered several brochures to check out.  The main concern now is the price.

New Business
City Council approved $450.00 contribution to Evening in the Park.

Allen reported that residents suggested that some play equipment for older children be added to Leppien Park, because mot of the equipment now is for young children.

Biehl brought up the need for a full court outside basketball court and what the possibilities would be of putting one in or revamping an old area to make a spot for kids to play basketball?  He asked if costs for this project could be investigated.  The ideal setup would be two full courts with four baskets.  McConkie will try to get some cost estimates for the next meeting.

Willman suggested that the VFW may be a good place to check for contributions.  Trgina mentioned that the CSA is a Fraternal Benefit Society and are always looking for projects to help out with.  Other Fraternal Organizations in the area could be checked out, as well.

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 with a motion by Biehl, supported by Church.  Motion carried with all ayes.

Wanda Graham, Secretary

St. Louis Parks and Recreation Commission
Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting

March 8, 2005 
Call to order by Rusch at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present:  Rusch, Biehl, Church, Allen
Members Absent:  Wilman
Also Present: McConkie

Moved by Biehl, supported by Church, to approve the February 9, 2005, minutes All Ayes.
A motion was made by Biehl, and supported by Church, to receive  the financial report for the month ending January 31, 2005, and place the report on file.  All Ayes.  Motion carried.

Question was asked by members if the unspent $4,000.00 line item in the budget is still available.  

Members requested prices for benches and trash receptacles.

City Manager updated members on the Swimming Pool Project.

Churches and Business owners have not been contacted yet regarding the Flower Beds.  Sally Church will make contact possibly by next meeting.  There are approximately 600 flats of flowers that need to be purchased.  Sally Church and Nancy Rusch will coordinate with the City Clerk to purchase the flats.

Members also requested prices be obtained for a town clock.

A motion was made by Rusch, and supported by Biehl to make recommendation to Council for contribution of $450.00 to the Evening in the Parks Committee.

A discussion was held regarding placing a memorial in Clapp Park to mark the SS Hastings marking of the Geographical center of St. Louis.  

Members would like administration to pursue grant information for funding of fountains, playground equipment and improvements to Lions Park etc.

Moved by Biehl, supported by Church to adjourn.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m.  

Robert McConkie

Acting Secretary
[image: image1.jpg]Saint Louis, Michigan
February 9, 2005

A meeting of the Saint Louis Parks & Recreation Commission was called to order by
Chairperson Rusch at 7:00 p.m.

Present: Allen, Church, Willman, Rusch
Absent: Biehl, Graham
Also Present: City Manager McConkie

A motion was made by Allen and supported by Church to approve the minutes of the
January 2005 meeting as presented. All ayes. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Allen and supported by Church to receive the financial report for
the month ending December 31, 2004 and place the report on file. All Ayes. Motion
carried.

City Manager McConkie gave a short report on the status of the swimming pool project.
Demolition of the old pool has been completed. Compaction tests failed on fill beneath
the new pool. More compaction of material is necessary before construction of the new
pool. It is unknown at this time when construction will be able to proceed given the
winter weather.

There was significant discussion relating to the planting and maintenance of the City
flower beds for the upcoming season. Members asked if there was a map of the
flowerbed locations. The following churches participated in the planting and
maintenance of the beds last year:

5 Beds at near M-46 Bridge: Methodist Church, First Baptist Church, Church of
Christ, Church of God, Good Shepherd.

Clapp Park:  Parkside Assembly of God

Street beds on M-46:
Point, McDonalds and Muffler Shop — Riverbend Baptist
Car wash and Methodist Church area — Resurrection Life
Kubin’s, Commercial Bank — It was thought that perhaps if Commercial
Bank and Kubin’s were asked maybe they would accept responsibility for
maintaining beds in front of their respective businesses.

Lion’s Park: Unidentified
Leppien Park: Unidentified

Parking Lots: Unidentified
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Jesus Coffee Shop, St. Louis Gospel Chapel, Wesleyan Holiness.

Rusch noted that she would really like to see if the Master Gardeners would accept
responsibility for Leppien Park.

Discussion about City staff watering flowers on streets. City Manager McConkie noted
that he would meet with staff to gather ideas as to how this could be best accomplished.
He noted that perhaps a timer could be installed on the watering system at the west end

near the bridge to automatically water those beds.

Chairperson Rusch asked about the Westgate School acquisition project. McConkie
noted that he had met with the School Superintendent but have not had any further
contact. The School had hired an appraiser to determine a value of the property.

Chairperson Rusch commented that Lions Park now needs trash containers, benches
paved parking area and the walkway lighted for use at night. Member Allen will discuss
these items with the City Council at upcoming Council budget and goal setting meetings.

Member Church brought up a comments pertaining to a discussion she had been involved
in concerning a commitment to place a plaque honoring S. S. Hastings who was the
surveyor who located the geographical center of Lower Michigan in Clapp Park which
originally was marked by a large rock which has since been removed. No one knew of
any commitment to place a plaque to honor S. S. Hastings. The matter was referred to
the Historical Society.

Motion by Allen, supported by Church to recommend to City Council that Dorothy
Trgina be appointed to the Parks Commission to fill the vacancy by resignation of Steve
Kelly. All ayes. Motion carried.

Motion by Willman, supported by Church to adjourn at 8:00 p.m. All ayes. Motion
carried.

St

Robert McConkie, Acting Secretary
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The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Allen
Present: Biehl, Allen, Graham, Church, Willman
Absent: Rusch

Others Present: McConkie

The November minutes were approved with a motion by Church, 2nd by Biehl, and all ayes.
The Financial Report was approved with a motion by Graham, 2"* by Church, and all ayes.
Old Business

Pool — The contractor has been awarded and had expected to begin work in December. However, because he
has been in the hospital, work has not been able to get under way. We will hopefully still see some demolition yet
this winter. Biehl suggested we organize a fund raiser each summer & use profits to help pay off the moneys that
were loaned by the Electrical Dept.

River Walk - The project was completed except for grass and the installing of the fence, which will be finished in
the spring. The supporting of the bank has been done.

Clapp Park - The lighting is done. Biehl suggested that we get more information and take action on the clock, as
soon as possible.

New Business

Priorities: Recreation Plan needs to be updated. Over the next 12 months we should get a new plan together, so
we need to be thinking about it.

Westgate School Property - City Council would like to acquire the property. Supt. Lange was going to the board
meeting 1/10/05 and would report back to McConkie. We will wait to see what action was taken at the meeting. If

the City is able to acquire the property, they will probably be seeking our input as to what should be done with the
school building.

Base Ball Complex - There was discussion about the need for a Regulation size ball field, which would serve
many uses, both for community ball as well as for the school. The Little League is still interested in hosting
tournaments, but we do not have the necessary facilities for the games. The old softball field just does not meet
the needs they have. The question came up as to whether or not we need different size fields or if they would all
be the same size.

Other Business

Flower Beds — Bring ideas to the February meeting on whom or what group or organization we can get to take
charge of the project. We need to get an earlier start this year.

The meeting adjourned with a motion by Biehl, 2". by Graham, all ayes.

Submitted by:

Wanda Graham, Secretary
Parks & Recreation Commission




