CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS










St. Louis, Michigan










October 4, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, October 4, 2005, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Student Delegate:

Brittany Reed
Others in Attendance:

Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun

Walt Smith







Police Chief
Shelia McElhaney




508
W. 
Jackson Road

Dana Saurman





210
N.
Mill Street
Bob Bissell





210
N.
Mill Street

12 Students from Government Class

Council Member Allen led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on September 20, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $196,018.93.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.


Shelia McElhaney at 508 W. Jackson Road wanted to know how soon the city was planning on widening Jackson Road.  The road was recently surveyed and she is concerned because stakes were placed within 6 feet from her front door.  The stakes in her neighbor’s yard are only 4’ from the front door.  

City Manager McConkie stated that the city is at the preliminary design stage to construct the road.  At some point the city hopes to reconstruct the road from Michigan Avenue to State Road but at this time there is no funding for the project.  

The stakes represent the road right-of-way and not where the road would be.  Will check on the survey and get back with her.
Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for September 2005.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to receive and place on file the September 2005 Monthly Board Minutes.  All ayes carried the motion.

Old Business.

None
New Business.   
Set Trick-or-Treat Date and Time.
City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council set Monday, October 31, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. to  

 8:00 p.m. for Trick-or-Treat hours in the City of Saint Louis.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to set the Trick-or-Treat hours to observe Halloween in the City of Saint Louis from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., on Monday, October 31, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.
Approve Resolution 2005-19.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council adopt Resolution 2005-19 to Amend Resolution 2005-15 to Request a Renaissance Recovery Zone for a period of 15 years.
The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Shrum, and supported by Member Church.
WHEREAS, the City Council adopted Resolution 2005-15 to request Recovery Zone on July 19, 2005, and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of St. Louis hereby amends the Resolution to read as the following corrected section:

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of St. Louis requests the State of Michigan designate Momentum Industries, Incorporated, Property ID Number 29-53-860-030-00, identified by the resolution a Renaissance Recovery Zone under Public Act 376 of 1996 for a duration of 15 years.

AYES:

Shrum, Church, Allen, Kubin
NAYS:
None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Approve Resolution 2005-20.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council adopt Resolution 2005-20 to Support Local Control of Municipal Broadband and Cable Franchising.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Allen, and supported by Member Shrum. 
MUNICIPAL BROADBAND:

WHEREAS, cities have an interest in making available telecommunications technology which is beneficial to all businesses, economic development, municipal service provision, and all residents; and

WHEREAS, cities are developing programs and municipal broadband initiatives to offer high-speed and wireless internet to their citizens; and

WHEREAS, our city believes that internet services are an essential service that should be provided to all residents irrespective of age, race, education, or income level; and

WHEREAS, the goal of these municipal broadband initiatives is to prepare cities and their workforce for the jobs and technology of tomorrow and enhance the ability to attract and retain high-tech jobs; and

WHEREAS, in many cases, Michigan urban and rural areas are underserved and uncompetitive, and in many cases the service is inadequate and unaffordable; and 

WHEREAS, this is a local control issue and our residents should be able to request any essential service from their local government; and 

WHEREAS, members of the legislature have made inaccurate claims that these municipal broadband initiatives are anti-competitive and has proposed a moratorium on wireless expansion in the State of Michigan in order to stall or derail municipal broadband projects.

CABLE FRANCHISING:

WHEREAS, cities have a long and very successful history of supporting the introduction of cable services by the cable industry, a successful deployment made possible in large part by the current system of local cable franchising; and

WHEREAS, SBC and Verizon have been actively advocating across the country that local franchise agreements should be eliminated and replaced with a state-wide franchise agreement; and

WHEREAS, local government participation in cable franchising process ensures that all residents irrespective of age, race, education, or income level, receive the same service; and

WHEREAS, cities revenue sharing has been significantly reduced over the last few years, and franchise fee revenue assists cities in providing essential services; and

WHEREAS, franchise agreements assure that the public education channels are provided for the community; and

WHEREAS, franchise agreements assure that the public education channels are provided for the community; and

WHEREAS, a state-wide franchise system would deny consumers local resolution of problems; now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the city council hereby affirms its support for municipal broadband initiatives creating broadband wireless service.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the city council is opposed to any effort by the State Legislature to place a moratorium, or further limitations, on the expansion of municipal broadband in the State of Michigan.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the city council hereby affirms opposition to a state-wide franchise agreement system.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the city council hereby supports the current local cable franchise agreement system.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the city clerk is to forward a copy of this adopted resolution to the Governor of Michigan, their state representative Scott Hummel, their senator Mike Goschka, the House Energy and Technology Committee, the Senate Technology & Energy Committee, and the Michigan Public Service Commission.

AYES:

Allen, Shrum, Church, Kubin
NAYS:
None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Approve Dr. Thiemkey’s Resignation from DDA Board.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the resignation of Dr. Thiemkey from the Downtown Development Authority Board and the DDA Board recommended that Scott Morrow fill the vacancy.
Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve to accept the resignation of Dr. Thiemkey with regret and approve the appointment of Scott Morrow to the Downtown Development Authority Board.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Authorization for the Mayor and City Clerk to Sign Purchase Agreement-304 North St.

City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve authorization for the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Purchase Agreement for 304 North Street.  

Council Member Allen recommended the following changes to the agreement on page 2 Section 5 the last sentence should be eliminated because on page 1 Section 4 the seller is to pay the cost of a clear title, Section 12 should be eliminated because the wording is the same as Section 9, and Section 16 should be eliminated because it repeats Section 15.  
Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve authorization for the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Purchase Agreement for 304 North Street with the following corrections; eliminate the last sentence in Section 5, eliminate Section 12 because the wording is the same as Section 9 and eliminate Section 16 because it repeats Section 15.  All ayes carried the motion.

Mill and Saginaw Street Intersection Discussion.
City Manager McConkie stated that DDA Director Hansen submitted a request that the City consider making the intersection of Mill and Saginaw Street a four way stop.  He feels that there is still a traffic safety issue at the intersection even with the signs the city installed last year that bigger vehicles could not park on the N. Mill Street Intersection.
Chief Smith submitted a recommendation that a traffic survey be done at the intersection to determine a need before any decision is made on the matter. 

The consensus of the City Council was to have a traffic survey done but not until the Mill Street Bridge is opened up again.

Approve Well No. 8 Rehabilitation.
City Manager McConkie stated the city obtained two cost proposals to rehabilitate and inspect the pump at Well #8.  The well is only working 39% of the well’s original specific capacity.  Layne Northern gave a quote of $2,750 to disassemble and inspect the well only and Peerless-Midwest provided a quote to disassemble, inspect, clean and rebuild the pump if necessary for an amount not to exceed $33,000.  Since Well #5 is being rehabilitated at the present time the city could not take Well #8 off line until Well #5 is back in service.

Moved by Church, supported by Allen, to approve the Cost Proposal from Peerless-Midwest in the amount not to exceed $33,000.00 to disassemble, inspect, conduct a conventional cleaning and rebuild the pump if necessary on Well #8.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie stated that he had the Airgas Tank Rental cost investigated and found out that the Electric Department has an annual lease amount of $72.00 for the Asetylene Tank and a life lease on their Oxygen Tank that does not run out until 2034.  The Water Department has 10 year leases on both of their tanks that cost $130.00 for each tank.  The DPW bought their Oxygen Tank from Purity at a cost of $250.00 and the Asetylene Tank for $175.00.  The DPW has only owned the tanks for one year and have already had to pay $129.00 to update the fittings for the tank. 
City Manager McConkie stated that he would proceed to lease the tanks for 10 years.

City Manager McConkie stated that there are several property owners wanting to purchase the city’s parcel of land north of Olive Road and west of N. Main Street.  The parcel is land locked and would only benefit those property owners that want to purchase it to increase their lot sizes.  The City Council needs to set a selling price on the property.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve to sell the city lot north of Olive Road and west of N. Main Street for $.35 a square foot.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager McConkie stated that he received a complaint from Colleen and Rick Michael about a house they own but have for sale at 415 W. Center Street that is being charged for solid waste.  They don’t feel the city should be making them pay for a service they are not using.  The contractor still charges the city the amount as long as there is a house on the property.

The consensus of the City Council was to let the property owner know that since the city is charged the fee for the service that the property owner has to reimburse the city.

City Manager McConkie stated that correspondence was received from the tenants of Greenlawn Apartments commending the efforts of Katherine Goettling on getting the property owner to repair the roof of the building next to the apartments.

City Manager McConkie stated that the Sierra Club will be cleaning the river banks on Saturday, October 15, 2005.
Police Chief Smith’s Retirement.
City Manager McConkie stated that Police Chief Smith submitted a letter of retirement from the City of Saint Louis as of December 31, 2005 and requested that the City Council accept his retirement.  

Police Chief Smith stated that he has enjoyed his position with the city but feels it is time to step down and would like to enjoy more time with his family.
Mayor Kubin commended Police Chief Smith on his work performance with the City and that he will be missed.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve to accept the retirement of Police Chief Walt Smith as of December 31, 2005 with regret.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that she received notification from the Department of Natural Resources on the Swimming Pool Grant that everything to date that they have received has been approved but cannot close the grant out until the city gets an occupancy permit and a 11” x 17” as constructed site plan.  Once the final documents have been submitted the city would received the last 10% of grant funds which is $9,000.00.

City Manager McConkie stated that he would look into getting the occupancy permit.

Student Comments.
Student Delegate Reed stated that the St. Louis High School Homecoming Parade was changed from 6:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Friday, October 7, 2005. 

City Council Comments.
Council Member Church wanted to know if the demolition permit was acquired for the Rowley & Church Building.
City Manager McConkie answered no, that the property owner did not obtain a permit yet but will continue to monitor the matter.

Closed Session – Property Acquisition Discussion.

City Manager McConkie requested a closed session to discuss property acquisition.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Church, to approve to go into closed session at 7:55 p.m. to discuss property acquisition.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Church, to approve to return to open session at 8:12 p.m.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Church, to approve to transfer the Tester Building Site Property to Dana Saurman and Bob Bissell with the condition that construction on a new restaurant was started and if the construction was not started then the property reverts back to the City of St. Louis.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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October 11, 2005

The Special Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, October 11, 2005, at 1:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.
Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum, Jerry Church
Council Members Absent:
Melissa A. Allen (excused)

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:

Liz Browne State of Michigan Superfund, Scott Cornelius Superfund, Tim 

Benton State of Michigan Drinking Water Division, Mike Mulcrone Drinking Water Division, Dennis Bush Water Division, Brendan Boyle Michigan Department of Community Health, Stephanie Linebaugh EPA and Theo vonWallmenich CH2MHill and about 40 other people.

Mayor Kubin announced that the EPA recently released information to the City that three of the city wells contain the chemical (pCBSA) parachlorobenzene sulfonic acid which is a byproduct of DDT manufacturing that was produced at the Velsicol Chemical Superfund site.  Last Friday letters went out to the city water customers to inform them of the low levels of pCBSA found in the three wells and that the EPA does not consider the amount of the chemical in the wells to be hazardous for drinking.  

Mayor Kubin took the position that he wanted the federal and state government agencies to fund the construction of two new wells and a distribution system with an alternate water source.  Also, want a full clean up of the plant site.
vonWallemich stated that the EPA began testing for the chemical in 2004 and samples were taken from the city’s six water wells and fifteen private wells on Madison and Wells Road.  The private wells did not contain the chemical but three of the city’s wells do have it.

Linebaugh stated that the EPA intends to install sentry wells between the Velsicol site and the water wells to detect migration of any contaminants and provide advance warning of changing levels and any potential migration.  She stated that there is no need at this time to look for an alternate water supply for the city.
Mulcrone of the MDEQ water quality division recommended that the city close off the two worst wells and start looking for other water sources.  He also stated that there is a chance of bigger things coming meaning more chemicals.  The city’s water is tested for 138 potential toxins and none of them showed up in the city water.  
Boyle from the Community Health Department stated that there is no existing evidence that pCBSA is harmful but a full study of the chemical will be done.   There are no standards issued for the chemical in drinking water and tests will have to be done to determine the amount.  The chemical is 100 percent soluble and the body does not hang on to it.  
Questions.
Mayor Kubin asked if there was a long term study done on people drinking water with pCBSA in it.

Linebaugh answered no, just a 28 day study done with animals and they did not show any effects from the chemical.

Mayor Kubin asked if the St. Louis residents were the only people that are drinking water with pCBSA in it.

Linebaugh answered yes.

Mayor Kubin asked if the chemical could have been in the water before 2004 when the EPA tested for it.

Linebaugh answered that since there is no testing prior to 2004 it could be assumed that the chemical could have been in the water.

Mayor Kubin stated that he is not alarmed about the chemical in the water but is alarmed that there is a path from the plant site to the city wells and wants the city to be proactive to safeguard the drinking water.

Jane Keon stated that the data EPA gave on the chemical was interesting and was glad to be assured that the levels of the chemical are low.  Although concerned that the byproduct pCBSA moves rapidly in water and for the chemical to show up indicates that there is still something happening at the plant site to create the compound and it is escaping from the site.

Margaret Boyd wanted to know why the water was not tested for the chemical before and what caused EPA to start looking for the chemical.

Linebaugh stated that it was not a compound thought about before and it was suggested to test for the chemical because it showed up at a similar site where DDT was manufactured.

Boyd stated that when she received the letter from the Mayor it panicked her about the water being safe.

Linebaugh stated that EPA feels very strong that the water is safe to drink.

Boyd stated that the city has been revitalizing the city in the last few years and finding this chemical in the water will be a set back to the town for people wanting to live here and for businesses to locate here.

One resident stated that the EPA tested for the chemical in the winter of 2004 and the spring of 2005 and wanted to know if the amount found in the wells were higher and if all of the wells had the chemical both times.

vonWallmenich stated that the amount found during the testing was comparable and all three wells showed the chemical both times.   A plan is being developed to track the water travel to the wells.
Bill Mayes asked how often the city wells are going to be monitored.

vonWallmenich stated a plan will be made and then it will be implemented.

Mayes asked when the sentry wells would be installed.

vonWallmenich stated that they could be put in this winter or early spring.

Council Member Shrum stated that he is concerned that the residents are going to be scared to death about the chemical in the water and how do you tell somebody from out of the area that the water is good.  

Murray Borrello commended the Mayor and the City Council for being proactive on the matter and stated that there are enough uncertainties about the chemical that there should be no question about the city starting to drill new wells.  

Greg Siefka wanted to know if the water wells on Jackson Road by the Gratiot County Landfill site have been tested.

City Well #8 that is on E. State Street has been tested but no private wells on Jackson Road have been tested.  That site is monitored by the MDEQ not the EPA.

Kevin Beeson commended the Mayor and City Council for notifying the residents about the chemical in the drinking water and he is concerned because EPA is saying to go ahead and drink the water but the school is telling the children not to drink the water.  Feel that St. Louis has taken the negative effects from the plant site long enough and it is time to clean it up.
Mayor Kubin stated that the City of Saint Louis will continue to work with the EPA and the MDEQ to get the river and the plant site cleaned up and will be talking with legislators about funding for the clean up.

Meeting adjourned at 2:12 p.m.
Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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October 18, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, October 18, 2005, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
Jerry Church (excused)
City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Student Delegate:

Brittany Reed

Others in Attendance:

Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun

Walt Smith







Police Chief

Erica Goff







Gratiot County Herald

Phil Hansen







DDA Director

Kurt Giles 







Utility Director

Katherine Goettling






Assessor

Criag Evans







Police Lieutenant

Ernie & Kristie Teall






Euclid Street

Daisy Beckett






713
Michigan Ave.
Mayor Kubin led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on October 4, 2005 subject to the following corrections; Council Member Kelly was not present at the meeting he was excused for surgery, on page 90 the word “acetylene” was spelled incorrectly, and on page 91 paragraph 9 the motion should read “to approve to transfer the Tester Building Site Property to Dana Saurman and Bob Bissell with the condition that construction on a new restaurant was started and if the construction was not started the property reverts back to the City of Saint Louis”.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the minutes of the special meeting held on October 11, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $387,114.61.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports for September 2005.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Allen, to receive and place on file the September 2005 Monthly Reports.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.


Ernie and Kristie Teall at 605 S. Euclid Street complained about not receiving a Tax Relief Voucher in the summer of 2005 to use for their utility bill.  He stated that he filed an application last year with the building department but the application was lost in city hall. He then found out that he could not get a voucher until next summer because the application was not on file.  He feels that he is entitled to the voucher now because he did file the application.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve authorization for a one time exception to waive the filing date of April 1st for the Tax Relief Voucher Application and to issue Ernie and Kristie Teall at 605 S. Euclid Street a Tax Relief Voucher for 2005, 2006 and 2007.   All ayes carried the motion.

Old Business.

None
New Business.   

Approve Administrative Services Agreement - MDA.
City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council approve the Administrative Service Agreement between the Michigan Downtown Association and the City of St. Louis for one year term ending September 30, 2006 and to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Agreement on behalf of the City of St. Louis.  
Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the Administrative Service Agreement between the Michigan Downtown Association and the City of St. Louis for one year term ending September 30, 2006 and to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Agreement on behalf of the City of St. Louis.  All ayes carried the motion.
Approve Agreement with AKT Peerless for EPA Petroleum Grant.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the Contract between the City of Saint Louis and AKT Peerless for Performance of U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant for Petroleum Sites.
Mayor Kubin stated that the Brownfield Committee had a meeting yesterday and no one from AKT Peerless was present and recommended that City Council approve the Contract subject to AKT Peerless personnel attending all meetings.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Allen, to approve the Contract between the City of Saint Louis and AKT Peerless for Performance of U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant for Petroleum Sites and to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Contract on behalf of the City of Saint Louis subject to AKT Peerless personnel attending all meetings of the Brownfield Committee.  All ayes carried the motion.
Approve Progress Payment No. 1 – United Kiser Services for Hydro #5 Repair.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve Progress Payment No. 1 to United Kiser Services for Hydro #5 Repair in the amount of $69,210.00.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve Progress Payment No. 1 to United Kiser Services for Hydro #5 Repair in the amount of $69,210.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Brownfield Redevelopment Cooperative Agreement with EPA.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve confirmation to accept the Environmental Protection Agency Brownfield Redevelopment Cooperative Grant Agreement in the amount of $150,000.00 and to authorize the City Manager to sign the Agreement.
Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve confirmation of the verbal approval to accept the Environmental Protection Agency Brownfield Redevelopment Cooperative Grant Agreement in the amount of $150,000.00 and to authorize the City Manager to sign the Agreement.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Salary Range for Police Chief to Publish Ad.

City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the salary range of $46,010.00 to  $54,639.00 for the publication of the Police Chief Position.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the salary range of $46,010.00 to $54,639.00 for the publication of the Police Chief Position.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie stated that correspondence was received from the City of Dowigiac regarding their Housing Assistance Program.  Currently working with DDA Director Hansen to establish a City of St. Louis Housing and Downtown Assistance Program which would include funding in the next year’s budget.

City Manager McConkie stated that he gave copies of the letters the St. Louis Public Schools and the Michigan Department of Correction sent out regarding p-CBSA chemical found in the three of the city’s water wells to the council in their packets for review.  

City Manager McConkie stated that the Middle of the Mitten Association requested permission for the City Council to approve the Small Town Family Christmas Parade Route for Saturday, December 3, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. 
DDA Director Hansen stated that last year the parade route went out onto M-46 but it caused traffic problems for the Police Department and the Police would like the Association to go back to the original route of starting at the corner of Mill Street and North Street then proceed south on Mill Street east on W. Saginaw Street to the High School.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve the Small Town Family Christmas Parade Route on Saturday, December 3, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. starting at the corner of Mill Street and North Street then proceed south on Mill Street east on W. Saginaw Street to the High School.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.
None
Student Comments.

None
City Council Comments.
Council Member Allen stated that the letters sent by the St. Louis Public Schools and the MDOC have put panic in parents and it is very unfortunate.
Council Member Shrum stated that he agreed with Council Member Allen about how the chemical p-CBSA found in three of the city’s water wells is affecting the community.  He stated that the chemical is highly water soluble material and it does not stay in a person’s body.

Mayor Kubin stated that he received a letter from Spicer Group expressing interest in doing a water study for the city.

City Manager McConkie stated that he is looking for an engineering firm that has a geologist on staff and will provide two names of firms to the council for water study proposals.

Mayor Kubin stated that there was a meeting at the school about a joint effort between the school and the city to have a national group of 400 non-denomination students coming to St. Louis in 2007 or 2008 to repair up to 60 homes in the school district.  The school will house the students and the city would have to contribute $19,000.00 to the program.  Feel the program would be a great benefit to the community.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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November 1, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor Pro Tem James C. Kelly, on Tuesday, November 1, 2005, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor Pro Tem James C. Kelly, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, William E.  Shrum

Council Members Absent:
Mayor George T. Kubin (excused)

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Student Delegate:

Brittany Reed (excused)
Others in Attendance:

Linda Gittleman






Morning Sun

Craig Schripsema






Rowe Engineering
Todd Leslie







Police Officer

Rich Rameriz







Sergeant

Walt Smith







Police Chief

Six High School Students
Council Member Allen led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on October 18, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Financial Statements.
City Council reviewed the Financial Statements for the Month of September 2005.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the Financial Statements for the Month of September 2005.   All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $339,335.98.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for October 2005.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to receive and place on file the October 2005 Monthly Board Minutes.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.


Linda Gittleman stated that on behalf of the Evening in the Park Committee she wanted to thank the City Council for giving support to the community events that are held in the County Parks.

Sgt. Rameriz and Officer Leslie submitted correspondence to the City Council on behalf of the Union Members of the POA regarding the replacement of the Police Chief’s Position.  The union members met and wanted to clarify any rumors that the council may have heard in the community about how the officers feel about Lieutenant Evans or his leadership.   Lieutenant Evans has made many improvements in the department such as; how criminal investigations are handled, training enhancement and policy and procedures.  The officers support Lieutenant Evans and feel the police department is running very well. 

Old Business.

None

New Business.   

Approve Designations of ASAP Authority-EPA Petroleum Grant.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council designate Mayor George T. Kubin as Head of Organization, Mari Anne Layman as Authorizing Official and City Clerk/Treasurer Nancy L. Roehrs as Financial Official for the ASAP Authority for the EPA Petroleum Grant.  

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve to designate Mayor George T. Kubin as Head of Organization, Mari Anne Layman as Authorizing Official and City Clerk/Treasurer Nancy L. Roehrs as Financial Official for the ASAP Authority for the EPA Petroleum Grant.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Mann’s for Light Pole Painting.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to Mann’s Painting, Inc. for painting 58 Street Light Poles in the amount of $11,600.00.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve payment to Mann’s Painting, Inc. for painting 58 Street Light Poles in the amount of $11,600.00.  All ayes carried the motion.
Update on p-CBSA.
City Manager McConkie stated that a letter was received from the DEQ informing the city that they reviewed the fact sheet provided by EPA on the substance p-CBSA.  EPA has indicated the potential movement of contamination from the Velsicol Chemical plant site and because of that they are concerned about future contamination of the City’s wells.  The DEQ strongly recommended that the City investigate alternative sources of water as soon as possible.  There is a meeting tomorrow at 9:00 a.m. with the DEQ to see how the city is going to fund the cost of getting alternate water supply sources.  The residents need to be updated on the water wells when the city is provided more information about p-CBSA and what the city is doing to find another water supply source.

Mayor Pro Tem Kelly stated that the city needs a procedure as to how information should be released to the residents so the process is done uniformly.

City Manager McConkie stated that there is a procedure on notifying the public about water quality issues.  Will review the notification procedure to see if it needs to be updated and will have it for the council to review at the next meeting.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to receive and place on file the letter from the Department of Environmental Quality regarding parachlorobenzene sulfonic acid in the City’s Water Wells #1, #4 and #7 dated October 20, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.
Approve Payment to Peerless Midwest for Well #5 Rehabilitation.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for Final Payment to Peerless Midwest, Inc. for Well #5 Rehabilitation in the amount of $41,523.00.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve Final Payment to Peerless Midwest, Inc. for Well #5 Rehabilitation in the amount of $41,523.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Central Asphalt for Wilson Blvd.

City Manager McConkie requested approval for Final Payment to Central Asphalt, Inc. for Wilson Blvd. resurfacing in the amount of $26,498.02.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve the Final Payment to Central Asphalt, Inc. for Wilson Blvd. resurfacing in the amount of $26,498.02.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Change Order No. 1 for Wilson Blvd. and Final Payment for Water Main Replacement.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for Change Order No. 1 to increase the contract for Isabella Corporation for the Wilson Boulevard Water Main Replacement Phase II in the amount of $567.00 and to approve Final Progress Payment No. 3 to Isabella Corporation for Wilson Blvd. Water Main Replacement Phase II in the amount of $30,243.89.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve Change Order No. 1 to increase the contract for Isabella Corporation for the Wilson Boulevard Water Main Replacement Phase II in the amount of $567.00 and to approve Final Progress Payment No. 3 to Isabella Corporation for Wilson Blvd. Water Main Replacement Phase II in the amount of $30,243.89.  All ayes carried the motion.

Confirmation of Verbal Approval on Water Tower Joint Replacement.
City Manager McConkie requested confirmation on the Verbal Approval to authorize Kountoupes Painting Co. for the Joint Replacement on the Water Tower in the amount of $6,700.00.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve confirmation on the Verbal Approval to authorize Kountoupes Painting Co. for the Joint Replacement on the Water Tower in the amount of $6,700.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Change Order #1 for Hydro Unit #5 Rebuild.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for Change Order #1 to increase the contract for United Kiser Services in the amount of $5,525.00 for Rebuilding of Hydraulic Turbine #5.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve Change Order #1 to increase the contract for United Kiser Services in the amount of $5,525.00 for Rebuilding of Hydraulic Turbine #5.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Intergovernmental Agreement with Pine River Township.
City Manager McConkie stated that some language changes were made to the Intergovernmental Agreement that the City Council previously approved with Pine River Township for water and electric utilities.  He recommended that City Council approve the revised agreement.
Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve the City of St. Louis and Pine River Township Revised Intergovernmental Agreement and to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Agreement on behalf of the City of Saint Louis.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie stated that in the council information packet there was a copy of the correspondence from Governor Granholm’s Office acknowledging the City’s resolution to support for local control of municipal broadband and cable franchising.  
Received a letter from FERC on the operation inspection at the dam and there was no deficiencies reported. 

The letter also stated that FERC determined that the dam meets all safety standards and criteria.

Received the Quarterly Dial-A-Ride Report for the months of July, August, and September.  

Mayor Pro Tem Kelly stated that he noticed the junior ridership for the month of September went from nine riders to 55.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer stated that everything is ready for the City General Election to be held on November 8, 2005. 

In the next couple of weeks will start preparing to print the 2005 Winter Property Tax Statements.  The County Treasurer Office will be changing their property tax software to BS&A for next summer’s property tax statements.  Have budgeted money so the city can obtain the same software and will be purchasing the software soon so the employees can be trained in time for summer.
Student Comments.

None
City Council Comments.
Mayor Pro Tem Kelly welcomed the Government Class students to the meeting.

Council Member Allen stated that she was contacted by the Little League about the city waiving the monthly electric bill at the small building by Hubble Field.  She recommended that a representative of the organization come to a meeting and make a request to the council.

City Manager McConkie stated that the same request was made to him over a year ago about waiving the electric bills and he denied the request.
Council Member Allen stated that the city crew cleaned the flower beds east of the M-46 Bridge and there were some flower bulbs that were to be removed and kept for next year.

Mayor Pro Tem Kelly wanted to know why the wood trusses were installed between the tailrace at the electric building.

City Manager McConkie stated that the contractor cleaning the river had the trusses put there because they using them for the water line they constructed to supply water to the mill pond for spraying.  
Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 7:57 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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November 15, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, November 15, 2005, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, William E.  Shrum

Council Members Absent:
James C. Kelly and Jerry L. Church (excused)

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Student Delegate:

Brittany Reed 
Others in Attendance:

Erica Goff







Gratiot County Herald
Craig Schripsema






Rowe Engineering

Craig Evans







Lieutenant
Kurt Giles







Utility Director

Phil Hansen







DDA Director

Katherine Goettling






Assessor
Dan Fearson







Mt. Pleasant

Mayor Kubin led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on November 1, 2005, subject to the following correction on page 104 paragraph 7 line 1 the word “were” was omitted.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $324,039.54.  All ayes carried the motion.

Communications.
City Manager McConkie stated that correspondence was received from Dick Prestage President of Schnepp Health Care Center requesting that the City of St. Louis continue to fund the Dial-A-Ride System.  The nursing facility uses the service to transport the residents to doctor appointments.
City Manager McConkie stated that he received an e-mail from Council Member Kelly stating that he would be out of town until the end of the month and would not be present for the meeting.
Monthly Board Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Reports for October 2005.

Council Member Allen asked if Well #5 was back in service and if repair work had started on Well #8.

Utility Director Giles stated that #5 Well is in service and the contractor started to work on Well #8.  Well #8 will be out of service for about six weeks and Wells #7 and #1 are being used until the well is back in service.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to receive and place on file the October 2005 Monthly Reports.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.
None
Old Business.

None

New Business.   

Approve Purchase of Road Salt.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the purchase of 260.83 Ton of Road Salt from North American Salt Company in the amount of $7,016.33.  

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the purchase of 260.83 Ton of Road Salt from North American Salt Company in the amount of $7,016.33.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Winter Cover for the Swimming Pool.
City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council approve to purchase a Winter Safety Cover for the Swimming Pool from D&L Enterprises in the amount of $6,211.95.   
Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the purchase of a Winter Safety Cover for the Swimming Pool from D&L Enterprises in the amount of $6,211.95.  All ayes carried the motion.
Approve Proposal for Alternate Groundwater and Treatment Alternative Study.
City Manager McConkie stated that it was difficult to compare the proposals for the Alternate Groundwater Study because a couple of the proposals included more phases of the study that need to be done but at a later date.   He recommended that the City Council approve the proposal from Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber, Inc. for the initial Alternate Groundwater and Treatment Study in the amount of $8,950.00.   
Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the proposal from Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber, Inc. for the initial Alternate Groundwater and Treatment Study in the amount of $8,950.00.  All ayes carried the motion.
Approve to Reject Watson St. Sewer Construction Bid.

City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council reject the bid received from Crawford Contracting, Inc. for the Watson Street Sewer Construction because the bid amount was very high.  A new house was built on the street so the sewer line needs to be installed to the property.  Feel the City needs to consider being the general contractor for the project and hire some subcontractors to help out with the construction of the sewer line.   
Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve to reject the proposal received from Crawford Contracting, Inc. for the Watson Street Sewer Construction in the amount of $73,505.00.   All ayes carried the motion.
Review and Discuss Emergency Response Plan.

City Manager McConkie stated that at the last meeting Council Member Kelly requested that the City’s Emergency Response Plan for the Water System be reviewed.   Rowe Inc. prepared the plan in June of 2004 and the council was given a copy of the plan in their packet.  Council Member Kelly e-mailed some comments to him about the plan but need further clarification from him on his comments.
Council Member Allen stated that she thought the plan was very thorough except that the City Council Members are not listed to be contacted anywhere in the plan.

Mayor Kubin recommended that the City Council names and phone numbers be added under Section B Primary and Secondary Media Spokespeople.
City Manager McConkie stated that he would revise the plan to add the council members to the contact list and get with Council Member Kelly to discuss his comments on the plan.  After the changes are made to the plan he would get a revised copy of the plan to the council members.

Approve Mercury Minimization Program.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the Mercury Pollutant Minimization Program for the Wastewater Treatment Plant and authorization to file the Pollutant Minimization Program with the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the Mercury Pollutant Minimization Program for the Wastewater Treatment Plant and authorization to file the Pollutant Minimization Program with the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report. 
None
City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer stated that last night at the county-wide treasurer’s meeting the BS&A Software for Property Tax Collection was discussed and costs to purchase the software were given to each entity. 
Student Comments.


Student Delegate Brittany Reed stated that the St. Louis High School Cross County Team won the State Title Championship and last week at the High School there was a blood drive.

City Council Comments.
Council Member Shrum stated that he is very proud of the St. Louis High School Cross Country Team on winning the State Title and wanted to know if the city was going to acknowledge their accomplishment.
City Manager McConkie stated that he was already working on something for the team.

Council Member Allen stated that she was told that the people purchasing a lot to build on in Orchard Hills were denied water and sewer service by the city.

City Manager McConkie stated that the city has not denied giving water service to the people but Orchard Hills has their own Water Association and do not know what communication has been transpiring between them.   The Township would be providing the sewer service to the customer.

Mayor Kubin thanked City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs for her professionalism and her employees during the recent election and thanked everybody for their support.

Mayor Kubin stated that he and City Manager McConkie would be meeting on November 22, 2005, with Rural Water Development and Dave Camp’s Office to look at funding alternatives for the cost of other water sources for the city.  
Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:03 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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December 5, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, December 5, 2005, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Jerry L. Church, James C. Kelly, William E.  Shrum

Council Members Absent:
Melissa A. Allen (excused)
City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Student Delegate:

Brittany Reed 

Others in Attendance:

Craig Evans







Lieutenant

Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun
Kim White







Library Director

Peg Boyd







Library Trustee

Linda Roberson






Library Trustee

Dave McMacken






Library Trustee

Eight High School Students





Government Class

Councilman Kelly led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on November 15, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $286,509.83.  All ayes carried the motion.

Communications.
None
Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for November 2005.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to receive and place on file the November 2005 Monthly Board Minutes.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.
None
Old Business.



Library Board Presentation.
Library Director Kim White presented the City Council with the Annual Library Report for 2004-2005.  She also discussed with the council the need for stable funding to operate the library and requested that the council revisit the issue of levying 1 mill for the library operation.

The library should be doing more instructional education for the public such as computer and internet knowledge, preparing resumes for work and literacy programs.  Currently the library funds programs for the schools, reading programs and summer reading.  To enhance the library programs the funding of the library needs to be more stable and the future of penal fines is unsure.

Mayor Kubin stated that he would not feel comfortable about levying 1 mill for the library unless it went to a vote of the residents.   

Council Member Shrum commended the library staff for their performance and as a library board member was in support of levying 1 mill to operate the library.
Trustee Boyd stated that the City Library is a wonderful positive thing for the city and with all of the negative things going on keeping the library up to date makes the city more appealing for people to move to St. Louis.

Council Member Kelly stated that he did not think the council should make a decision on the matter until the full council was available to discuss the issue further.

City Manager McConkie suggested that the council look at the matter during the budget process.   

Mayor Kubin thanked Kim and the Library Board Members for coming to the meeting.
New Business.   

Approve Bid Award for 210 North Street Garage.
City Manager McConkie stated that the city only received one bid to purchase and remove the garage at 210 North Street.  Jerry Church submitted the bid of $50.00 plus the cost to remove the garage from the property.  He recommended that the City Council award the bid to Jerry Church.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve to award the bid to Jerry Church for the purchase of the garage the City of St. Louis owns at 210 North Street in the amount of $50.00 plus the cost to remove the garage from the property by July 1, 2006.

Ayes:

Shrum, Kelly, Kubin

Nays:

None


Abstain:
Church
Approve Resignation of Jim Coleman from the Housing Commission.
City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council approve the resignation of Jim Coleman from the Housing Commission because of having to be gone out of state for the next year or more.   

Moved Kelly, supported by Church, to approve to accept the resignation of Jim Coleman from the Housing Commission because of having to be gone out of state for the next year or more with regret.   All ayes carried the motion.
Approve Public Hearing Date for MAGNET Budget.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve to set the Public Hearing Date of Tuesday, December 20, 2005 at 7:30 a.m., for discussion on the MAGNET Budget.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve to set the Public Hearing Date of Tuesday, December 20, 2005 at 7:30 a.m., for discussion on the MAGNET Budget.  All ayes carried the motion.
Approve Resolution 2005-21 Supporting Regional Collaboration Efforts.

City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council adopt Resolution 2005-21 Supporting Regional Collaboration Efforts.   

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Church and supported by Member Shrum.
WHEREAS, service to our constituents is our reasons for existence and we recognize that the services we offer are important to the fabric of our community and often attract people to move here, and;


WHEREAS, regional collaboration may be one avenue to pursue to maintain or enhance some of the services we now offer, and;


WHEREAS, regional collaboration may afford us flexibility in our budgeting without diminishing the way of life in our community, and;


WHEREAS, regional collaboration may help us save money as well as providing effective and efficient services, and;


WHEREAS, regional collaboration may help both our region and our own community be more economically competitive,


NOW THEREFORE BE IT REWSOLVED, that the City of St. Louis agrees to participate in the Centers for Regional Excellence program to pursue the potential for regional collaboration in our area, and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of St .Louis will send a representative to participate in these discussions, and;


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the citizens of the City of St. Louis will be kept fully informed and provided opportunities for input into the process.

AYES:  Church, Shrum, Kelly, Kubin
NAYS:  None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Approve Resolution 2005-22 to Approve 2006 Meeting Dates.

City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council adopt Resolution 2005-22 Establishing the 2006 Regular Meeting Schedule for the City Council of Saint Louis.
The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Kelly and supported by Member Shrum.
WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of Saint Louis, Gratiot County, Michigan, pursuant to Act 261 Michigan Public Acts of 1968, and in accordance with Section 5.1 of the Saint Louis City Charter, hereby gives notice to the public of the regular meeting schedule for the calendar year 2006.

WHEREAS, The City Council, in accordance with Section 5.1 of the Saint Louis City Charter, is required to hold meeting, on the first Monday following the first Sunday of January following the regular City election, for the purpose of installation of newly elected Council Members.  Since the date for this meeting in 2006 falls on a recognized holiday, the meeting shall be held the next business day, Tuesday, January 3, 2006. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the dates for holding said regular meetings shall be as follows:

	January 3
	April 4
	July 5
	October 3

	January 17
	April 18
	July 18
	October 17

	February 7
	May 2
	August 1
	November 8

	February 21
	May 16
	August 15
	November 21

	March 7
	June 6
	September 5
	December 5

	March 21
	June 20
	September 19
	December 19


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Council hereby establishes as its place and time for holding aforesaid regular meetings as the City Council Chambers, City Office Building, 108 W. Saginaw Street, Saint Louis, Michigan at 7:00 o'clock P.M. except for the second meeting of each month shall be held at 7:30 o’clock A.M.

AYES:

Kelly, Shrum, Church, Kubin
NAYS:

None

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Approve Annual Software Fee Agreement.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the Annual Software Fee Agreement between the City of Saint Louis and CMI Sanderson in the amount of $7,811.00.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve the Annual Software Fee Agreement between the City of Saint Louis and CMI Sanderson in the amount of $7,811.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Cost for Watson St. Sanitary Sewer Extension.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the Watson Street Sanitary Sewer Extension Line at an estimated cost of $22,792.70.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the Watson Street Sanitary Sewer Extension Line at an estimated cost of $22,792.70.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Blackford Construction, Inc.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to Blackford Construction, Inc. for City Parking Lot and York Street Curb & Gutter/Sidewalk Replacement in the amount of $5,100.00.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve payment to Blackford Construction, Inc. for City Parking Lot and York Street Curb & Gutter/Sidewalk Replacement in the amount of $5,100.00.  All ayes carried the motion.
Approve Purchase of Materials for West-Side Electric Expansion.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase materials for the West-Side Electric Expansion from Reed City Power Line Supply in the amount of $18,901.26.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the purchase of materials for the West-Side Electric Expansion from Reed City Power Line Supply in the amount of $18,901.26.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment for NPDES Annual Permit Fee.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to the State of Michigan for the Wastewater Treatment Plant NPDES Annual Permit Fee in the amount of $5,500.00.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve payment to the State of Michigan for the Wastewater Treatment Plant NPDES Annual Permit Fee in the amount of $5,500.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report. 


City Manager McConkie stated that he and Mayor Kubin met with the Rural Development to discuss financing the cost of new water wells but did not get encouraging news.  The city was informed that low interest loans were available and possibly a little bit of grant money to construct the water wells.
The Police Chief Search Committee met last night to start the process of hiring a new police chief.  Received 35 applications for the position and will narrow the candidates down to five for interviewing.
The committee met today that is planning to go to Germany in June and those interested should contact Don Schurr at Greater Gratiot for details on the trip.

Have a meeting tomorrow with MDOT on the preliminary design for the Jackson Road Project.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer stated that tomorrow she will be going to Lansing to meet with other municipal electric utilities to discuss billing policies and new regulations for electric.  

Student Comments.

None
City Council Comments.
Council Member Church stated that he toured the new discount brake store and the owner invited other city officials to tour the facility.
Council Member Kelly wanted to know if Craig Evans has been made Acting Police Chief since Police Chief Smith is not working.

City Manager McConkie stated that Police Chief Smith is still on the payroll so no one can be named as Acting Chief but Lieutenant Evans is running the police department.
Council Member Kelly wanted to know when the city was going to recognize the High School Boys Cross Country Team for winning the State Championship.
City Manager McConkie stated that the team would be at the next meeting.

Mayor Kubin stated that he was contacted by the warden at the prison to say that there would be less work crews out for a little while due to a security issue.

Mayor Kubin stated that he received correspondence from Senator Carl Levin’s Office stating that he received communication from Thomas Skinner, Regional Administrator of EPA Region V.  In the letter Skinner stated that EPA will share all Velsicol site-related information with MDEQ and would send a request to the National Center for Environmental Assessment regarding the need to establish a toxicity value for p-CBSA.

Mayor Kubin stated that he received a letter from one of the inmates at the prison informing the city that he is going to sue the city because of p-CBSA found in the city wells.

Council Member Church wanted to know if Well #8 was repaired yet.

City Manager McConkie stated that Well #8 was put back on line today and there was not any major repair needed, it just needed to be cleaned.  The contractor recommended that the well pump at 500 gallons per minute instead of at full capacity.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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December 20, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, December 20, 2005, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry L. Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Student Delegate:

Brittany Reed 

Others in Attendance:

Craig Evans







Lieutenant

Phil Hansen







DDA Director

Kurt Giles







Utilities Director

High School Cross Country Team

Steve Kelly


Mayor Kubin led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Cross Country Team Recognition.

The City Council congratulated the High School Boys Cross Country Track Team on winning the State Championship Title.

Mayor Kubin proclaimed Tuesday, December 20, 2005, as the “St. Louis High School Cross Country Team Day”.

Coach Steve Kelly introduced the team to the City Council.

Mayor Kubin stated that the City Council was very proud of team and thanked them for being good ambassadors to the city.

Minutes.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on December 5, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $320,815.35.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.
The City Council discussed the November Monthly Reports.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve to receive and place on file the November Monthly Reports.  All ayes carried the motion.

The City Council discussed recognizing all of the High School State Championships by listing them on the MDOT Sign at the city limits.

City Manager McConkie recommended that the city establish a policy to determine what teams should be recognized on the sign.

Communications.
None
Public Hearing-MAGNET Budget.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:50 a.m. to discuss the Mid-Michigan Area Group Narcotics Enforcement Team Budget.

City Manager McConkie stated that since the City of St. Louis is going to be the Fiduciary for MAGNET the council needs to adopt their 2005-2006 Budget.  The city will have to make bulk journal entries on the accounting activity once the Interlocal Agreement is approved by the entities involved.

Council Member Allen stated that she noticed that the total budget for MAGNET is $105,000 and wanted to know if the city contributing all of the funds for the department.

City Manager McConkie stated that the city’s contribution to MAGNET is $3,000.

Council Member Church wanted to know if MAGNET’s Claims and Accounts will appear on the city’s financial reports. 

City Manager McConkie answered yes, but there will be a separate checking account set up for MAGNET funds.

Council Member Church wanted to know what entities contribute to MAGNET.
City Manager McConkie stated that the Michigan State Police, Gratiot County, Shiawassee County, City of Alma, City of Owosso, Breckenridge, Ithaca and the City of St. Louis contribute to MAGNET.
Council Member Church wanted to know if St. Louis will be held liable if an error occurs during one of the investigations.

City Manager McConkie stated that each entity that provides an officer to MAGNET provides liability insurance for them.

Council Member Kelly asked if the city gets an annual report from MAGNET on seized and forfeited monies and property.

City Manager McConkie stated that the city has received some reports in the past.

Lieutenant Evans stated that the reports that the city has received have not been very informative and is working on getting better detailed reports.

City Manager McConkie stated that once the council has approved the budget and the interlocal agreement the city can proceed to set up the bank accounts and the accounting for MAGNET.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:59  a.m.

City Clerk Roehrs stated that the date in the 2005-2006 Budget Adoption Resolution for MAGNET is incorrect and should be December 20, 2005, not December 22, 2005.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Kelly and supported by Member Church.
WHEREAS, the City Manager has submitted and filed with the City Council a proposed budget estimating revenues and expenditures for 2005-2006 fiscal year, as required by Chapter VII, Section 7 of the City Charter and Act 2, Michigan Public Acts of 1968, as amended, and

WHEREAS, the City Council in accordance with Act 621 Michigan Public Acts of 1978, as amended, has set the date December 20, 2005 for a public hearing at 7:30 o'clock AM, or as soon thereafter as the agenda permits, to receive citizen comment on the proposed budget as presented herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council, after such hearing thereon and consideration thereof, does hereby adopt said budget as represented herein.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Treasurer be authorized and directed establish the Drug Enforcement Fund and open such bank accounts as are necessary to account for the various transactions in accordance with the adoption of the budget as follows.


DRUG ENFORCEMENT FUND
REVENUES                                                   
EXPENDITURES


State Grants
$   44,500
Personnel Services
$ 0            

Contributions from Local Units
45,000
Supplies
3,600

Fines and Forfeitures
6,500
Other Services & Charges
101,400

Interest & Rents
500
Capital Outlay
                 0  
       Other Sources 
0


From Fund Balance
8,500
Total Revenues
$   105,000
Total Expenditures
$ 105,000

Ayes:

Allen, Church, Kelly, Kubin, Shrum                                                  

Nays:

None


Resolution Declared Adopted.

Public Comments.
None
Old Business.



Approve Interlocal Agreement for MAGNET.
City Manager McConkie stated that all of the Attorney General’s Office and the other entities involved have to approve the Interlocal Agreement for MAGNET.  There could be some minor changes made in the agreement but if there are major revisions made in the content then he would bring the agreement back to the council for approval again.  

He recommended that the City Council approve the Interlocal Agreement for the Mid-Michigan Area Group Narcotics Enforcement Team as long as there are no significant revisions made to the agreement. 
Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve the Interlocal Agreement between the City of Saint Louis and the Mid-Michigan Area Group Narcotics Enforcement Team as long as there are no significant revisions made to the agreement by the other members and authorize the Mayor and Police Chief to sign the Agreement on behalf of the City of Saint Louis.  All ayes carried the motion.

Discussion on Directional Drilling Equipment for Electric Department.
City Manager McConkie stated that Utility Director Giles obtained two price quotes to purchase a self-contained directional boring machine.  The lowest cost proposal is from Gregware Equipment Company in the amount of $87,943.00.
The City Council discussed if the city should continue to contract services to install underground electrical or purchase the boring machine.  The consensus of the council was to purchase the equipment because it would be more economical.
Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve to purchase the Case 6010 Self-Contained Directional Boring Machine from Gregware Equipment Company in the amount of $87,943.00 for the Electric Department.  All ayes carried the motion.

New Business.   

Approve Resolution 2005-23-Energy Partnership Confidentiality.
Utility Director Giles stated that the City of St. Louis is a member of the Michigan Public Power Rate Payers Association and the association approved to participate with the MMEA on a study to form the Coordinated Energy Partnership Committee.  The committee intends to research the benefits of consolidating resources to investigate new power supply ownership, wholesale contracts, transmission agreements, dispatch services and pooling existing power supply resources and loads.

The committee has requested that the City Council adopt Resolution 2005-23 Regarding Confidentiality of Certain Documents and Information of Coordinated Energy Partnership Committee due to negotiations of contracts.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Church and supported by Member Shrum.
WHEREAS, the St. Louis Electric Department by membership in the Michigan Municipal Electric Association ("Association") Coordinated Energy Partnership Committee (“Committee”) intends to research the benefits of consolidating or aggregating resources among Committee members, which may include, but is not limited to, the investigation into new power supply ownership, wholesale contracts, transmission agreements, dispatch services and the pooling of existing power supply resources and loads; and



WHEREAS, the St. Louis Electric Department by membership in the Committee will receive information and documents related to power supply offers which contain specific pricing or other confidential or proprietary information, which the St. Louis Electric Department, Association, and Committee desire to keep confidential and exempt from any public disclosure requirements.



NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:



1.
The St. Louis City Council finds and determines that pursuant to 2000 PA 141 [Section 10y(12)], it is in its best interest to keep and maintain all contracts, records and reports received and to be received, in connection with the acquisition of electric power by the St. Louis Electric Department through its membership in the Committee confidential, as such information pertains to the sale of electricity and contains specific pricing or other confidential or proprietary information which the St. Louis Electric Department, Association, and Committee, desires to keep confidential and exempt from any public disclosure requirements.



2.
The City of St. Louis and employees of the St. Louis Electric Department shall keep such information confidential, unless required by law and otherwise directed by a court of competent jurisdiction.



3.
All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions of this resolution hereby are rescinded.

AYES:     Church, Shrum, Allen, Kelly, Kubin
 

NAYS:     None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.
Approve Resolution 2005-24 – Cemetery Lots and Services Rate Increase.
City Manager McConkie stated that the Cemetery Board reviewed the new proposed rates for the cemetery and recommended that the City Council approve the new rate schedule.  

City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council adopt Resolution 2005-24 for the new Schedule of Charges of Lots and Services for the Oak Grove Cemetery.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Shrum and supported by Member Allen.
CITY OF ST. LOUIS OAK GROVE CEMETERY

Schedule of Charges for Lots and Services

JANUARY 2006

Lot Prices





Resident




Non-Resident

4 Grave


$1,400.00




    $2,000.00

2 Grave


     700.00




      1,000.00

1 Grave


     350.00




         500.00


Grave Openings & Closings

Monday – Friday

Adult



$   375.00




     $   500.00

Infant (less than 36”)

     200.00




          350.00

Child (36” – 60”)

     275.00




          425.00

Ashes 



     150.00




          225.00

Mausoleum


     300.00




          450.00

Saturday

Adult



$   550.00




     $   700.00

Infant (less than 36”)

     300.00




          475.00

Child (36” – 60”)

     400.00




          575.00

Ashes 



     200.00




          300.00

Mausoleum


     375.00




          500.00

Nov. 1 – April 1  $125.00 additional charge (any funeral)

(There are NO burials on Sundays or Legal Holidays.)

Interment Fees

Dis-Interment


$   500.00

     Re-Interment
     $   375.00

Dis-interment (Ashes)

     200.00

     Re-Interment (Ashes)      150.00

Child (36” – 60”)

     400.00

     Child (36” – 60”)
          275.00


Dis-Interment (Infant)

     250.00

     Re-Interment (Infant)       200.00

Distribution of Charges





Resident




Non-Resident

4 Grave

   rd.r   $   312.50




     $   500.00




   p.c.        312.50




          500.00




   lot          625.00




       1,000.00


       TOTAL    $1,250.00   




     $2,000.00

2 Grave

  rd.r    $    156.25


     

     $   250.00




  p.c.          156.25




          250.00




  lot            312.50




          500.00



       TOTAL   $    625.00




     $1,000.00  

1 Grave

rd.r
$      87.50




     $   125.00




p.c.              87.50




          125.00




lot
      175.00




          250.00



       TOTAL    $   350.00




     $   500.00

Yeas:
Shrum, Allen, Church, Kelly, Kubin 
Nays
None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Approve Social Security Policy.

City Manager McConkie stated that as of January 1, 2006, the City of Saint Louis has to have a Social Security Policy adopted as required by the Michigan State Law.   The Michigan Municipal League’s Attorney prepared a standard policy for all municipals to adopt and he presented it to the council for approval.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the City of Saint Louis Social Security Policy to protect the confidentiality of social security numbers.  All ayes carried the motion.   

City Manager’s Report. 


City Manager McConkie stated that at the next council meeting the Audit for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2005 will be presented to the City Council.
The Police Search Committee will be interviewing candidates on December 28, 2005.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk Treasurer Roehrs wished the City Council a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Student Comments.

None
City Council Comments.
Council Member Shrum stated that he noticed in Utility Director Giles report that Hydro Turbine Generator #6 needed to be repaired and wanted to know what was wrong with the hydro unit. 
Utility Director Giles stated that a bearing is worn out and is acquiring a cost estimate to repair the hydro.
Council Member Shrum wished everybody Happy Holidays.
Council Member Allen wanted to know if all the water wells were repaired and operating.

Utility Director Giles stated that all of the water well service work is done and all of the wells are operating.
Council Member Allen stated that when driving south on Hebron Street on to W. Prospect Street, the road was quite slippery and expressed concern that there are no guard rails to stop anyone from going off the road into water at that location.  
Council Member Allen stated that the employee appreciation dinner was very nice.

Council Member Allen stated that she noticed that the city is spending quite a bit of money on computer maintenance and knows a person that does computer service for a reasonable cost.
Council Member Kelly stated that in the last few weeks when the contractor was removing the coffer around the mill pond that his house shook terrible from the vibration and expressed concern about the dam and Mill Street Bridge.  He recommended that both structures be inspected to see if they have been damaged from the vibration.

Council Member Church asked when the Mill Street Bridge would be opened to traffic.

Utility Director Giles stated that the Bridge was opened up last Friday.

Council Member Church asked if the city was going to do something else besides having the consulting firm do the building inspections since Jerry Brush does not qualify to be the Building Inspector.

City Manager McConkie stated that he was hoping to do a collaborated effort with the county for an inspector.

City Manager McConkie informed the City Council that the Hoovey Development Project for Dick Green’s property was approved for funding.  The developers for the project will be attending a Planning Commission soon to have the site plan approved.

Mayor Kubin left the meeting at 9:05 a.m.

Council Member Church stated that he enjoyed the employee appreciation dinner.

Council Member Allen asked if there was any other council member interested in taking her place on the Parks & Recreation Commission.

The other council members did not want to be on the Parks Commission.  Council Member Allen stated that she would stay on the committee.  

Moved by Church, supported by Allen, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 9:27 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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