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St. Louis, Michigan











January 3, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, January 3, 2006, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None
City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Youth Delegate:

None
Others in Attendance:


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun


Craig Evans







Lieutenant

Eleven High School Students

Council Member Kelly led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on December 20, 2005, subject to the following corrections on page 117 paragraph 9 the 2nd sentence should read “if the city is” and on page 118 the MAGNET Budget Resolution was omitted.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $255,689.93.

All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to receive and place on file the December 2005 Monthly Board Minutes.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.
None
Old Business.

None
New Business.

Approve Appointment of Delegates for City Boards and Commissions.
Mayor Kubin requested that the City Council table action on the appointment of Delegates for City Boards and Commissions until the next meeting. 

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve to table the Appointment of the Delegates for City Boards and Commissions until the next meeting.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Designation of City Official Newspapers.

City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council designate the Gratiot County Herald and the Morning Sun as the City’s Official Newspapers for the Year 2006.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve to designate the Gratiot County Herald and the Morning Sun as the City’s Official Newspapers for the Year 2006.   All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Designation of Official Depositories for City Funds.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve to designate St. Louis Chemical Bank & Trust, St. Louis Commercial Bank, St. Louis First Bank, Comerica Bank of Detroit, Michigan National Bank of Detroit, First of America Bank of Detroit and Farmers State Bank of Breckenridge as Official Depositories of City Funds for the Year 2006.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to Designate St. Louis Chemical Bank & Trust, St. Louis Commercial Bank, St. Louis First Bank, Comerica Bank of Detroit, Michigan National Bank of Detroit, First of America Bank of Detroit and Farmers State Bank of Breckenridge as Official Depositories of City Funds for the Year 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve to Authorize to Transfer Major Street Funds.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve to authorize the Transfer of the amount budgeted from Major Street Funds to Local Street Fund.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve to authorize the Transfer of the amount budgeted from Major Street Funds to Local Street Fund.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Appointment of City Attorneys.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council appoint Fortino, Plaxton, Moskal and Costanzo, 

Smith and Boville and Plunket and Cooney as the City Attorneys for the term of two years.
Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve to appoint Fortino, Plaxton, Moskal and Costanzo, 

Smith and Boville and Plunket and Cooney as the City Attorneys for the term of two years.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Final Payment to Baruzzini Construction-New Swimming Pool.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for Final Payment to Baruzzini Construction Company in the amount of $10,303.00 for construction of the new swimming pool.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve Final Payment to Baruzzini Construction Company in the amount of $10,303.00 for construction of the new swimming pool.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to D & E Excavating.

City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to D & E Excavating, Inc. for Watson Street Sanitary Sewer Construction in the amount of $23,921.25.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve payment to D & E Excavating, Inc. for Watson Street Sanitary Sewer Construction in the amount of $23,921.25.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie stated that the City Council was given a copy of the audit for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2005 for their review and to bring back to the next meeting for the audit presentation.

The candidates for the Police Chief’s Position were interviewed last week and after the interviews the committee selected three finalists.  Background investigations are being conducted on the candidates and then a decision would be made as to who will be Chief of Police.  All of the finalists have very good qualifications and the decision as to who to hire will be difficult.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that the Annual Chamber Dinner is Saturday, January 28, 2006, at the Town & Country in Ithaca.  Any council members that would like to attend the dinner should contact City Clerk Roehrs.

The MML Legislative Conference is March 21st and 22nd and City Council should contact her if they are planning on going.

City Council Comments.
Mayor Kubin asked Lieutenant Evans what the speed limit is on M-46 by his store.

Lieutenant Evans stated that the speed limit at that location is 35 mph.

Council Member Allen stated that in the latest MML Magazine there is an article about the zoning issue on the Manistee Electric Coal Generation Plant that was proposed to be built there. 

Council Member Shrum stated that he was disappointed as he drove around town during the holidays because there were not many homes displaying Christmas lights.  Would like the city to give the residents some kind of incentive next year to encourage residents to decorate their homes for the holidays.
The consensus of the council was for Council Member Shrum to come up with some incentives for the residents to decorate their homes with lights for Christmas.
Council Member Kelly wanted to know why the new winter pool cover wasn’t installed.

City Manager McConkie stated that he thought the cover was on the pool and would check on the matter.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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January 17, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, January 17, 2006, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Youth Delegate:

None
Others in Attendance:


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun


Craig Evans







Lieutenant


Phil Hansen







DDA Director


Kurt Giles







Utilities Director


Harmony Nowlin 






Consumers Energy

Janice Bunting







County Commissioner


Charles Yates





7320
N.
State Road
Council Member Church led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on January 3, 2006, subject to the addition on page 127 paragraph 2 should read “The consensus of the City Council was to make sure the installation of the proper venting for the heater at the swimming pool was installed right away”.   All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $512,394.89.

All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to receive and place on file the December 2005 Monthly Reports.  All ayes carried the motion.

Audit Presentation by Rehmann Robson.
City Clerk Roehrs stated that Lisa Renas from Rehmann Robson called and said that due to the bad weather conditions she could not make the council meeting to give the audit presentation.  Renas stated that she would come to the first meeting in February to present the audit.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve to table the Audit Presentation for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2005 until the next meeting.  All ayes carried the motion.
Communications.



M-46 at Davis Street.
City Manager McConkie stated that he received correspondence from MDOT regarding the city’s requests to have the guardrail lengthened west on M-46 to Davis Street intersection and to install a “No Passing on Right” sign on the north side of M-46 for westbound traffic at Davis Street.

MDOT reviewed the guardrail and stated that the guardrail meets their current standards but would install a “No Driving on Shoulder” sign on M-46 for westbound traffic at Davis Street.

City Manager McConkie stated that he would discuss the need for a “No Passing on Right” sign further with MDOT.

Inspection of Turbines.
City Manager McConkie stated that inspections of Hydro Turbines #5 and #6 were conducted on December 12, 2005 and gave a copy of the report to the council for review.  The hydro unit #5 is still not in commission because the electric work is not completed by Newkirk Electric yet. 
Council Member Church stated that the inspection showed that there was corrosion on the steel beams of the wheel pit and on the pit gate.  The city should repair the wheel pit gate now while the hydro units are being rehabilitated. 
City of Alma DART Service.
City Manager McConkie stated that the DART Service Report for the months of October, November and December 2005 indicate that ridership has increased in most of the categories.

Mayor Kubin stated that he noticed that the report estimated that the city’s share for the service was going to exceed the budgeted amount.
Public Comments.
None
Old Business.

None
New Business.

Accept Resignation of Larry McGillis from Cemetery Board of Trustees.
City Manager McConkie stated that Larry McGillis submitted his resignation from the Oak Grove Cemetery Board of Trustees due to health reasons and recommended that the City Council accept the resignation with regret.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve to accept the resignation of Larry McGillis from the Oak Grove Cemetery Board of Trustees due to health reasons with regret.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Appointment of Delegates for City Boards and Commissions.
Mayor Kubin recommended that the City Council approve the appointment of the Delegates for City Boards and Commissions. 

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve the Appointment of the Delegates for City Boards and Commissions.  All ayes carried the motion.

Introduce Ordinance B-185.

City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council introduce Ordinance B-185 to grant Consumers Energy Company, its successors and assigns the right, power and authority to lay, maintain and operate gas mains, pipes and services on, along, across and under the highways, streets alleys, and bridges, and to sell natural gas within the City of St. Louis, Gratiot County, Michigan, for a period of Twenty (20) years.  
Harmony Nowlin discussed the proposed ordinance with the City Council.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve to introduce Ordinance B-185 to grant Consumers Energy Company, its successors and assigns the right, power and authority to lay, maintain and operate gas mains, pipes and services on, along, across and under the highways, streets alleys, and bridges, and to sell natural gas within the City of St. Louis, Gratiot County, Michigan, for a period of Twenty (20) years.   All ayes carried the motion.

Introduce Ordinance B-186 to Amend the Zoning Map.
City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council introduce Ordinance B-186 to amend the Zoning Map of the City of St. Louis Section 3.2 of the Zoning Ordinance as follows: the premises described immediately below is hereby re-zoned from R-2 1 & 2 Family Residential to C-1 Central Business described as; the West 51 feet 3 inches of Lot 4, and the East 13 feet 1 inch of Lot 5, Block 25, City of St. Louis.  The Planning Commission held a public hearing and recommended that the City Council approve to rezone the property.  The property owners west of the described property requested a fence to be installed between their property and the proposed property as a barrier.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve to introduce Ordinance B-186 to amend the Zoning Map of the City of St. Louis Section 3.2 of the Zoning Ordinance as follows: the premises described immediately below is hereby re-zoned from R-2 1 & 2 Family Residential to C-1 Central Business described as; the West 51 feet 3 inches of Lot 4, and the East 13 feet 1 inch of Lot 5, Block 25, City of St. Louis and to set the Public Hearing Date of Tuesday, February 7, 2006, at 7:15 p.m.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve MDOT Performance and Indemnification Resolution 2006-01.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the Michigan Department of Transportation Performance and Indemnification Resolution 2006-01.
The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Allen and supported by Member Kelly.
This Performance and Indemnification Resolution is required by the Michigan Department of Transportation for purposes of issuing to a municipal utility an ''Individual Permit for Use of State Trunkline Right of Way'' (form 2205), or an ''Annual Application and Permit for Miscellaneous Operations Within State Trunkline Right of Way'' (form 2205B).

RESOLVED WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis hereinafter referred to as the “'GOVERNMENTAL BODY,'' periodically applies to the Michigan Department of Transportation, hereinafter referred to as the "DEPARTMENT," for permits, referred to as ''PERMIT,'' to construct, operate, use and/or maintain utility or other facilities, or to conduct other activities, on, over, and under state trunkline right of way at various locations within and adjacent to its corporate limits;

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the DEPARTMENT granting such PERMIT the

GOVERNMENTAL BODY agrees that:

Each party to this Agreement shall remain responsible for any claims arising out of their own acts and/or omissions during the performance of this Agreement, as provided by law.

This Agreement is not intended to increase either party’s liability for, or immunity from, tort claims.

This Agreement is not intended nor shall it be interpreted, as giving either party hereto a right of indemnification, either by Agreement or at law, for claims arising out of the performance of this Agreement.

1. Any work performed for the GOVERNMENTAL BODY by a contractor or subcontractor will be solely as a contractor for the GOVERNMENTAL BODY and not as a contractor or agent of the DEPARTMENT. Any claims by any contractor or subcontractor will be the sole responsibility of the GOVERNMENTAL BODY. The DEPARTMENT shall not be subject to any obligations or liabilities by vendors and contractors of the GOVERNMENTAL BODY, or their subcontractors or any other person not a party to the PERMIT without its specific prior written consent and notwithstanding the issuance of the PERMIT. 
2. The GOVERNMENTAL BODY shall take no unlawful action or conduct, which arises either directly or indirectly out of its obligations, responsibilities, and duties under the PERMIT which results in claims being asserted against or judgment being imposed against the State of Michigan, the Michigan Transportation Commission, the DEPARTMENT, and all officers, agents and employees thereof and those contracting governmental bodies performing permit activities for the DEPARTMENT and all officers, agents, and employees thereof, pursuant to a maintenance contract. In the event that the same occurs, for the purposes of the PERMIT, it will be considered as a breach of the PERMIT thereby giving the State of Michigan, the DEPARTMENT, and/or the Michigan Transportation Commission a right to seek and obtain any necessary relief or remedy, including, but not by way of limitation, a judgment for money damages. 

3. It will, by its own volition and/or request by the DEPARTMENT, promptly restore and/or correct physical or operating damages to any State trunkline right of way resulting from the installation construction, operation and/or maintenance of the GOVERNMENTAL BODY'S facilities according to a PERMIT issued by the DEPARTMENT.

4. With respect to any activities authorized by PERMIT, when the GOVERNMENTAL BODY requires insurance on its own or its contractor's behalf it shall also require that such policy include as named insured the State of Michigan, the Transportation Commission, the DEPARTMENT, and all officers, agents, and employees thereof and those governmental bodies performing permit activities for the DEPARTMENT and all officers, agents, and employees thereof, pursuant to a maintenance contract. 

5. The incorporation by the DEPARTMENT of this indemnification resolution as part of a PERMIT does not prevent the DEPARTMENT from requiring additional performance security or insurance before issuance of a PERMIT.

6. This indemnification resolution shall continue in force from this date until cancelled by the GOVERNMENTAL BODY or the DEPARTMENT with no less than thirty (30) days prior written notice to the other party. It will not be cancelled or otherwise terminated by the GOVERNMENTAL BODY with regard to any PERMIT which has already been issued or activity which has already been undertaken. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following position(s) are authorized to apply to the Michigan Department of Transportation for the necessary permit to work within state trunkline right of way on behalf of the GOVERNMENTAL BODY.

Name: 







Title:

​​​​​​​​​​​Robert McConkie

                  


City Manager

Kurt Giles






Utilities Director
AYES:

Allen, Kelly, Church, Shrum, Kubin
NAYS:
None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Approve Resolution 2006-02 to Establish Public Improvement Fund.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council adopt resolution 2006-02 to Establish Public Improvements Fund and Provide for use of Improvement Funds.  The utility funds should pay a portion of street maintenance according to the city charter.  At the present time only the 25% electric surcharge is being used for street maintenance and financing street projects.  In the proposed resolution all of the utilities including solid waste will pay 2.4% into this fund for streets, alleys, bridges, and other public places improvements.  
The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Allen, supported Member Church.

Resolution to Establish

Public Improvements Fund and

Provide for use of Improvement Funds
WHEREAS, Charter Chapter XII, Section 12.1 provides that the City may own and operate a “public utilities” both within and without its corporate limits, and
WHEREAS, the Saint Louis City Charter Chapter XI, Section 11.7 reserves to the City of Saint Louis the right to use, control and regulate the use of streets, alleys, bridges, public places, and the space above and beneath them, and every “public utility” shall be subject thereto, and

WHEREAS, Charter Section 11.7 further provides that every “public utility” shall pay such cost of improvement or maintenance of streets, alleys, bridges, and public places, as shall arise from its use thereof and shall protect and save harmless from all damages arising from said use.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council determines that in keeping with the spirit of intent of its citizens desires in adopting the Charter the Municipally Owned “public utilities” shall be subject to the same conditions as are imposed by Charter upon franchised “public utilities” operating within the City.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Council finds that the appropriate share of the cost of improvement and maintenance of streets, alleys, bridges and public places shall be two and four tenths (2.4%) percent of the gross metered sales of the municipally owned public utilities operating in the City. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the municipally owned public utilities shall contribute two and four tenths (2.4%) percent of the gross metered sales to a fund to be known as Public Improvements Fund 245 as authorized pursuant to MCL 141.261 – 141.265 and said contribution rate established herein may, from time to time, be modified by resolution of the City Council.  Contributions shall be effective with utility revenues for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2006.  Any contributions from any utility fund for a similar purpose made during the 2005-06 fiscal year shall be transferred to the Public Improvement Fund.  Any previous actions taken to authorize transfer funds of any utility for purpose of a similar nature is hereby rescinded. 

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the assets of the Public Improvement Fund may be transferred to any City fund for the purpose of financing improvement or maintenance of streets, alleys, bridges or public places that may arise from the use by utilities use thereof as determined by the City Council.

Roll Call Vote:

Ayes:

Allen, Church, Kelly, Shrum, Kubin
Nays:

None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.




Request for Water/Sewer Hook Up-7320 N. State Road.
City Manager McConkie stated that the city received a request from Charles Yates at 7320 N. State Road for authorization to install the city’s water and sewer at his new office facility being constructed for Richter Auto Sales.  The property is in Bethany Township and it has been the city’s position not to give the utilities unless the property is annexed or a written agreement was approved.  The city does have utility franchise agreements for sections 19, 29 and 30 with Bethany Township and need to know if the council still wants to keep the same position on the matter.  
Mr. Yates stated that in order for him to keep the car sales business in existence the State of Michigan mandated that a handicap restroom had to be added to the office building.  Would also like to construct some storage buildings on the property and need to have water and sewer service.

Council Member Shrum asked if there was a water line at the location.

City Manager McConkie stated that there is a water line on the west side of State Road.

The consensus of the City Council was not to give utility services outside the city limits unless there is an agreement or annexation of property.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Allen, to deny the request from Charles Yates at 7320 N. State Road for city water and sewer at his new office facility for Richter Auto Sales and to direct the City Manager to contact Bethany Township to discuss resolving the matter.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Proposal from GRP Engineering for Main Substation Isolation Switch.

City Manager McConkie requested approval for the Electric Substation #1 Project to install a new 2400 Volt Isolation Switch at the estimated amount of $30,806.00 which includes the engineering costs of $5,356.00 to GRP Engineering.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the Electric Substation #1 Project to install a new 2400 Volt Isolation Switch at the estimated amount of $30,806.00 and to authorize GRP Engineering to proceed with the design work for the project.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to AKT for Phase II Testing-Rowley Church Property.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to AKT Peerless Environmental Services for Phase II Site Investigation in the amount of $32,597.44 to be reimbursed by EPA Brownfield Assessment Petroleum Grant.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve payment to AKT Peerless Environmental Services for Phase II Site Investigation in the amount of $32,597.44 to be reimbursed by EPA Brownfield Assessment Petroleum Grant.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment No. 2 to United Kiser for Hydro 5 Rehabilitation.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to United Kiser for Hydro No. 5 Rehabilitation in the amount of $45,832.50.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve payment to United Kiser for Hydro No. 5 Rehabilitation in the amount of $45,832.50.

Approve Payment for Purchase of Directional Drilling Equipment.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to Gregware Equipment Company for the purchase of Directional Drilling Equipment in the amount of $87,943.00.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve payment to Gregware Equipment Company for the purchase of Directional Drilling Equipment in the amount of $87,943.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie stated that he gave the City Council copies of the 2005/2006 City Goals with each project status listed.
City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.
None
City Council Comments.
Council Member Allen stated that she noticed that the Mill Street Bridge has deteriorated since it was closed while the EPA used it for the river cleanup.  EPA stated that they would pay the cost for bridge repairs and feel that they should pay to have the bridge inspected instead of the city as was discussed at the last meeting.

City Manager McConkie stated that the city should select someone to inspect the bridge and then have EPA reimburse the city for the cost.

Council Member Allen inquired if Clerk Roehrs made contact with Student Delegate Smith about attending the meetings.

City Clerk Roehrs stated that she talked with Student Delegate Reed last week about the upcoming conference and asked her to talk with Smith about attending the meetings.

Council Member Allen stated that she would contact Delegate Smith. 
Council Member Kelly stated that there is a bad pothole in the road across the street from Penny Park.
City Manager McConkie stated that he would check into the matter.

Council Member Kelly inquired on the status of hiring a new police chief.

City Manager McConkie stated that the background checks should be completed this week and hope to announce a new chief by the next meeting.

Council Member Kelly stated that he was dismayed that a city crew person discussed the capability of putting in a new water service to Mr. Yates for his car business that is outside the city limits.  Feel that discussions on water service for property outside the city limits should be handled by the City Manager and it is not an employee’s position to get involved with the issue.
Council Member Church agreed with Council Member Kelly and recommended that Utility Director Giles also be involved with requests for utility services outside the city.
Council Member Church inquired on the length of the water service contract with Orchard Hills.
City Clerk Roehrs stated that the contract with the Orchard Hills Water Association does not expire.
Council Member Church discussed with the council about having a Residential Historical District in the city.

Director Hansen will gather some information on the Historical District and for the council to review.

Closed Session – Property Transfer.
Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve to go into closed session at 8:45 a.m. to discuss proposed property transfer.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve to return to open session at 9:01 a.m.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve authorization for the City Manager to proceed with the documents to transfer the City’s property at 210 North Street for the River Rock Project.  All ayes carried the motion.
Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, February 7, 2006, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum
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None
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Council Member Shrum led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on January 17, 2006.   All ayes carried the motion.

Financial Reports.
The City Council reviewed the Financial Reports for the month of December 2005.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve the Financial Reports for the month of December 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.
Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $357,005.36.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for the Month of January 2006.

Mayor Kubin stated that he noticed that in the Fire Board minutes relocation of the fire department was discussed and wanted Chief Apps to clarify the inadequacy of the existing fire hall facility.

Chief Apps stated that the Fire Board decided that the best location for the fire department is the current site provided that the police department relocated so the fire department could have the space that they need.  

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to receive and place on file the January 2006 Monthly Board Minutes.  All ayes carried the motion.

Audit Presentation by Rehmann Robson.
City Manager McConkie stated that the auditors had a conflict in their schedule and could not attend the meeting but would be at the February 21st meeting.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve to table the Audit Presentation for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2005 until the next meeting.  All ayes carried the motion.

Communications.
None


Public Comments.


Greg Carlson introduced himself to the City Council as a candidate for the 93rd Seat for the State House of Representatives.
Mayor Kubin thanked Carlson for coming to the meeting.
Joe Scholtz requested that the City Council approve the following fishing contests to be held in Leppien Park on June 10th, July 1st, and August 19th.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve authorization for Joe Scholtz to hold fishing contests in Leppien Park on June 10th, July 1st, and August 19th.   All ayes carried the motion.
Corey Bailey and Greg Beeson from the St. Louis Little League requested that the City Council waive the electric utility bill for the Little League Program Building since the Little League is a community oriented organization.  

City Manager McConkie recommended that the City of Saint Louis pay the utility bill out of the Parks & Recreation Budget instead of waiving the utility bill.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve the City of Saint Louis paying the electric utility bill for the Little League Program Building with the Parks and Recreation Budget.  All ayes carried the motion.

Police Chief Introduction and Contract Execution.
City Manage McConkie stated that he selected Patrick D. Herblet as the new Chief of Police for the City of Saint Louis and introduced him and his wife Patty to the City Council.

City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the Police Chief s’ Employment Contract 

effective on February 7, 2006 until June 30, 2008 with employment commencing on March 6, 2006.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve authorization for the City Manager to execute the Police Chief Employment Agreement between Patrick D. Herblet and the City of Saint Louis effective February 7, 2006 expiring on June 30, 2008 with employment commencing on March 6, 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.
Mayor Kubin recessed the meeting at 7:14 p.m. to welcome Patrick Herblet to the City of Saint Louis.

Mayor Kubin resumed the meeting at 7:20 p.m.

City Clerk Nancy L. Roehrs administered the oath of office to Police Chief to Patrick D. Herblet.

Old Business.

None
New Business.

Approve Ordinance B-185 Consumers Energy Gas Franchise.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve Ordinance B-185 the Consumers Energy Company Gas Franchise to provide the right, power and authority to lay, maintain and operate gas mains, pipes and services on, along, across and under the highways, streets, alleys, and bridges, and to sell natural gas within the CITY OF ST. LOUIS, GRATIOT COUNTY, MICHIGAN, for a period of Twenty (20) years.
Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve Ordinance B-185 the Consumers Energy Company Gas Franchise to provide the right, power and authority to lay, maintain and operate gas mains, pipes and services on, along, across and under the highways, streets, alleys, and bridges, and to sell natural gas within the CITY OF ST. LOUIS, GRATIOT COUNTY, MICHIGAN, for a period of Twenty (20) years.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Ordinance B-186 Zoning Map Amendment.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve Ordinance B-186 to Amend Section 3.2 of the Zoning Map of the City of Saint Louis as follows:  The property at 210 North Street described as the West 51 feet 3 inches of Lot 4, and the East 13 feet 1 inch of Lot 5, Block 25, City of Saint Louis, Gratiot County, Michigan from R-2 1 & 2 Family Residential to C-1 Central Business. 

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve Ordinance B-186 to Amend Section 3.2 of the Zoning Map of the City of Saint Louis as follows:  The property at 210 North Street described as the West 51 feet 3 inches of Lot 4, and the East 13 feet 1 inch of Lot 5, Block 25 City of Saint Louis, Gratiot County, Michigan from R-2 1 & 2 Family Residential to C-1 Central Business.  All ayes carried the motion.

Change Meeting Date from May 2nd to May 3rd Due to School Elections.

City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council change the City Council Meeting from Tuesday, May 2, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. to Wednesday, May 3, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. due to School Elections.  

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve to change the City Council Meeting from Tuesday, May 2, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. to Wednesday, May 3, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. due to School Elections.   All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Resignation of Nancy Rusch from Parks & Recreation Commission.
City Manager McConkie stated that Nancy Rusch submitted her resignation from the Parks & Recreation Commission.
Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve to accept the resignation of Nancy Rusch from the Parks & Recreation Commission with regret.  All ayes carried the motion.

Mayor Kubin requested that a letter be sent to Nancy Rusch to thank her for years of service on the Parks & Recreation Commission.

Discussion on Water/Sewer Request from Tim Patrick.
City Manager McConkie stated that Tim Patrick purchased property just outside of the city limits on Hebron Street and submitted a request for city water and sewer services.
Mayor Kubin recommended that the city staff should direct any resident outside the city limits that wants city utilities to their township board for approval and that an agreement between the city and township needs to exist before services can be given.

Council Member Kelly suggested that the city draft a policy for residents outside the city to obtain city utilities and have copies of the policy sent to the townships.
Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to authorize the City Manager to draft a policy that residents outside the city limits should request that their township boards adopt an agreement with the city for utilities.  All ayes carried the motion.
Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve to deny the request from Tim Patrick to connect to the city water and sewer services because his property is outside of the city limits.   All ayes carried the motion.
Discussion on Proposal to Change Traffic Flow on Mill Street.

City Manager McConkie stated that Lieutenant Evans submitted a proposal to change the traffic flow on Mill Street.  The Lieutenant recommended the following two suggestions; change the wording of the current signs to “Parking for compact cars, motorcycles ONLY’ and conduct enforcement or remove all of the restrictive parking signs and modify traffic control at the Mill St. Saginaw Intersection to a four way stop.  He recommended that the intersection be modified to a four way stop.
Lieutenant Evans stated that the city should conduct a traffic survey for Mill Street first and then proceed with a traffic control order for the intersection if the city council wants to pursue the matter.
City Manager McConkie stated that the city would need to prepare a cost estimate for signage for a four way stop at the intersection.
Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve authorization for the City Manager to prepare a cost estimate for signage for the intersection of W. Saginaw Street and N. Mill Street and to conduct a traffic survey along with a traffic control order.   
Ayes:
Church, Shrum, Allen, Kubin

Nays:
Kelly

Motion carried.

Approve DPW Garage Door Replacement Project.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the project cost of $15,428.00 to replace three garage doors on the DPW Building.  The low bids for the project were received from Freed Construction for the installation of lentils and removal of wall blocks at the cost of $5,618.00, Holton Garage Door for three new doors $7,215.00 and Worthy Electric for electric installation $2,595.00.  

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve the DPW Garage Door Replacement Project at the total cost of $15,428.00 with Freed Construction installing lentils and removing wall blocks in the amount of $5,618.00, purchase of three doors with accessories from Holton Garage Door in the amount of $7,215.00 and Worthy Electric for electric installation $2,595.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Discussion of City Manager’s Employment Contract.

City Manager McConkie presented the City Council with a proposed employment contract commencing July 1, 2006 through June 30, 2009 for a term of three years along with the council’s evaluation comments on his performance.  He stated that if the council wanted to discuss his performance evaluation that he would request a closed session.

The consensus of the City Council was that they were happy with the City Manager McConkie’s performance evaluation comments and would not need to discuss them further. 
Moved by Kubin, supported by Church, to approve the City Manager’s Employment Agreement between the City of Saint Louis and Robert F. McConkie commencing on July 1, 2006 through June 30, 2009 and to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Agreement on behalf of the City of Saint Louis.  All ayes carried the motion.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council adopt the Municipal Employees’ Retirement System Resolution for Changing MERS Benefits for the City Manager’s Division for the FAC3 Benefit. 

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Shrum, supported by Member Allen.

RESOLUTION FOR CHANGING MERS BENEFITS

In accordance with the MERS Plan Document of 1996, the City of Saint Louis 2902 adopts the following benefits for Division 10.
Supporting Supplemental Valuation is dated January 26, 2006.

ADDITIONAL BENEFITS AFFECTING FURTURE RETIREES
⁭FAC3  

Effective Date July 1, 2006

AYES:

Shrum, Allen, Church, Kelly, Kubin

NAYS:
None

RESOLUTION ADOPTED.

City Manager discussed increasing the employee life insurance coverage with the City Council.

The consensus of the City Council was to have City Manager McConkie bring a cost proposal for the life insurance increase to the next meeting.

City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie stated that he prepared a proposed budget calendar and if the council agreed with the calendar the first meeting would be Monday with Department Heads for a goal session.

The consensus of the council was to follow the proposed dates on the budget calendar and to set the special goal session meeting on Monday, February 10, 2006, at 5:30 p.m.

City Manager McConkie stated that Housing Commission has to have their Budget for 2006-2007 adopted and sent to HUD as soon as possible.  Director Marsh wanted to know what amount of percent increase for the employee’s wages the city would be giving for the 2006-2007 Budget so she could finalize her budget.  
City Manager McConkie stated that he prepared the employee compensation scale for 2006-2007 with a 3% wage increase and recommended that the City Council adopt the rate schedule.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the City of Saint Louis Classification and Compensation Scale with a 3% rate increase for 2006-2007.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.

City Clerk/Treasurer stated that she received correspondence from the MEDC informing her that Momentum Industries, Inc. was designated as a Tool & Die Renaissance Recovery Zone by the Michigan Strategic Fund.  

Three petitions were received for the two positions on the St. Louis School Board.

The last day to collect winter property taxes without penalty is Tuesday, February 14, 2006. 

City Council Comments.
Council Member Church stated that there was an article in the Morning Sun regarding a complaint that the city does not have any handicap parking on Mill Street.  Looked at the parking spaces downtown and there are seven spots for handicap parking but none of them are on Mill Street they are all on side streets.
City Manager McConkie stated that he was going to reply to the letter to the editor on the matter and let the citizens know that anyone with a need should contact his office and that he welcomes public comments at any time.

Council Member Kelly thanked City Manager McConkie for getting the pot hole on Prospect Street fixed.

Mayor Kubin stated that he was contacted by Rita Jack of the Sierra Club regarding a grant that is available for cities to help pay the cost of removing debris from river banks.  She would be willing to submit the grant application on behalf of the city.

City Manager McConkie stated that the City Manager in Alma should be contacted to see if they would like to participate in the grant application.  He recommended that the matter be referred to the city staff.
Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve authorization for the City Manager to contact the City of Alma regarding the grant application participation for the river bank clean up.  All ayes carried the motion.

Council Member Allen asked Lieutenant Evans if he had looked at the corner of W. Prospect Street and Hebron Street to see if installing a guardrail at that location would help prevent someone from driving into the river if they could not stop when making the curve.

Lieutenant Evans stated that there are no hazards at the location because there has not been any accidents but can justify putting up a guardrail for safety concerns.

Council Member Shrum thanked City Manager McConkie for his work on selecting Police Chief Herblet and all the people on the committee that helped with the process.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Church, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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The Special Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Monday, February 13, 2006, at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.
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Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum
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Mayor Kubin stated that the special meeting was to discuss the city’s goals for 2006-2007 with the department heads.   

City Manager McConkie shared with the City Council his vision of the City “Return Saint Louis to its rich history of being a destination City which will in itself encourage business development and impart the feeling I’d love to live there”.  He gave a presentation to the council on his vision and goal for the city.  He explained how a goal is a vision for the city and the work to complete the vision is done through targets and objectives.  
City Manager McConkie stated that an example of a goal for the city was to improve the transportation system and a target would be to resurface 5% of the city streets annually.   Objectives for the transportation system would be the Dial-A-Ride System and getting the streets paved that are gravel.

City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council and the department heads discuss items that need the most improvement in the city so the city goals can be identified.
The City Council and Department Heads listed together the following Goals for the City.

1. Environmental Matters
A. Water

B. EPA Site

C. Rowley & Church – Brownfield Sites

2. Collaboration with Neighbors

3. Economic Development
A. Business Attraction

B. Community Promotion

C. Electric

D. Image Building

E. Balanced Housing Stock

F. Communication

Other Items that were listed.
1. Recreational Opportunity 

           A.    Entertainment

2.   Public Safety

           A.    Public Facilities

a.  Library addition

b.  Programs

c.  Collection outdated

       3.   Schools/Education

                  A.    Continuing Education

       4.    Historical

       5.    Infrastructure

                  A.     Water

                  B.      Sewer 

                  C.      Streets

                  D.      Storm Sewer

                  E.       I & I Reduction

                  F.       Water Wells

        6.   Street Improvement Program

                  A.      Special Assessment

City Manager McConkie thanked everyone for their participation in the meeting and will review the list of goals in order to prepare some targets to bring back to the council for further discussion.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Church, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 6:54 p.m.  All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk  
CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS











St. Louis, Michigan











February 21, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, February 21, 2006, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs
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Lieutenant
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County Commissioner

Phil Hansen







DDA Director


Michael Trebesh






St. Johns, Michigan

Paul Opsommer






Dewitt, Michigan


Lisa Renas







Rehmann Robson

Council Member Allen led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on February 7, 2006, subject to the following corrections on page 139 paragraph 7 line 2 should read “February 21st meeting”, on page 140 paragraph 8 line 1 the word “of” should be deleted, on page 141 paragraph 2 line 3 the following language should be added “ City of Saint Louis, Gratiot County, Michigan from R-2 1 & 2 Family Residential to C-1 Central Business” on page 142 paragraph the vote should be as follows:  Ayes;  Church, Shrum, Allen, Kubin; Nays:  Kelly Motion carried., and on page 142 paragraph 8 line 1 should read “were happy with the”.    All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the minutes of the special meeting held on February 13, 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $353,226.60.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports for the Month of January 2006.

Council Member Allen stated that the electric report shows that the street light electric use has more than doubled from last year for the same month and wanted to know why the usage is so high.

City Manager McConkie stated that he would check into the matter.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to receive and place on file the January 2006 Monthly Reports.  All ayes carried the motion.

Audit Presentation by Rehmann Robson.
City Manager McConkie stated that Lisa Renas from Rehman Robson came to the meeting to review the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2005 Financial Report with the City Council.

The following items were noted during the audit review.
· The fund balance for General Fund was $272,009 at the end of the fiscal year.

· The net change in the fund balance shows that 145,927 was used of the fund balance during the year as a result of less funds transferred from the electric fund and a transfer made to the pool fund.

· Operating income for the electric fund increased 249,871 and the water/sewer fund had a loss of (104,929).  There is enough revenue to cover expenses but not enough to cover depreciation.
· The electric fund decreased about 1,000,000 due to investments made in the fund.

· The water/sewer fund decreased about 200,000 due to investments and this fund needs to be monitored and recommended that the rates structure be addressed.

· It was noted in the comments and recommendations that the manual receipting process be changed to automatic receipts generated by the computer system.  This process is already being addressed by City Clerk Roehrs.

· Account reconciliation of funds.  Page Olson had to make a significant amount of adjusting journal entries and recommended that the city pool more of their cash accounts to make bank reconciliation easier.
· Reconciling the fixed assets of the city was difficult due to the computer program not working properly but the matter is being addressed.

· There is no written policy in place as to how compensated absences will be handled when an employee leaves employment and recommended that one be established.

· A check that was approved was held in the city vault after it was approved.  Apparently there is an interpretation that if you order an item before the end of the fiscal year a check must be cut to cover the costs.  This practice should not be done and recommended that vendor checks are not printed until after the council meeting so if there is a vendor that the council does not want to pay a check isn’t held waiting in the vault to be sent.

· At the end of the year the city was in compliance with their bond ordinances but do need to keep monitoring those bonds to assure that the city stays in compliance.

· Ms. Renas stated that the first year of being new auditors for a city is difficult and thanked the city management and staff for their cooperation during the audit process.  

The City Council thanked Ms. Renas for coming to the meeting.     

Communications.


Correspondence from St. Louis Public Schools and Crawford Contracting.
City Manager McConkie stated that letters from the St. Louis Public Schools and Crawford Contracting were informational items for the City Council.

Public Comments.


Paul Opsommer introduced himself to the City Council as a Republican Candidate for State Representative 93rd District.  
Michael Trebesh introduced himself to the City Council as a Republican Candidate for State Representative 93rd District.

City Council thanked the candidates for coming to the meeting.

Old Business.

None
New Business.

Appointment of Joe Scholtz to Parks & Recreation Commission.
City Manager McConkie stated that the Parks & Recreation Commission recommended that Joe Scholtz be appointed to fill the vacancy on the commission due to the resignation of Nancy Rusch.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve to appoint Joe Scholtz to the Parks & Recreation Commission to fill the vacancy of Nancy Rusch.  All ayes carried the motion.

Resolution 2006-03 to Authorize a Public Hearing for TIFA Plan Amendment.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council adopt Resolution 2006-03 to Authorize Public Hearing to Amend the City of Saint Louis Tax Increment Finance Plan to add the Hagen Property to the district. 

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE PUBLIC HEARING TO AMEND THE CITY OF SAINT LOUIS TAX INCREMENT FINANCE PLAN

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Kelly, and supported by Member Allen.

WHEREAS, The City Council of Saint Louis, County of Gratiot, State of Michigan, has adopted a Tax Increment Finance Plan, which provides for the financing of improvements in the Downtown District established by the Authority in the City; and

WHEREAS, The City Council recognizes the need to amend the Tax Increment Finance and Development Plan as follows:

Beginning at the Northwest corner of Lot 9, Block 85 of the Holcomb and Evans Addition to the Pine River Plat in the City of St. Louis; thence South along the East right-of-way of the Abandoned C&O Railroad to the center of the right-of-way of W. Washington Street; thence East to a line coterminous with the East right-of-way line of Pine Street; thence South to the Southwest corner of Lot 3, Block 33 of the Pine River Plat; thence East to the Southeast corner of Lot 3, Block 33 of the Pine River Plat; thence South to the Southeast corner of Lot 4, Block 33 of the Pine River Plat; thence East to the Westerly line of Michigan Avenue; thence Southwesterly along the Westerly line of Michigan Avenue to the North line of Hazel Street; thence East to the West line of Main Street; thence North on the West line of Main Street to the Northeast corner of Lot 10, Block 41 of the Pine River Plat; thence West to the Southwest corner of Lot 2, Block 41 of the Pine River Plat; thence North to the Southwest corner of Lot 4, Block 40 of the Pine River Plat; thence East to the Northwest corner of Lot 9, Block 44 of Newton’s Addition; thence South to the Southwest corner of Lot 10, Block 44 of Newton’s Addition; thence East to the Southeast corner of Lot 10, Block 44 of Newton’s Addition; thence North to the Northeast corner of Lot 7, Block 44 of Newton’s Addition; thence East to the Southeast corner of Lot 1, Block 44 of Newton’s Addition; thence Southeast to the Southwest corner of Lot 4, Block 49 of Ulmer’s Addition ; thence East to the Northeast corner of Lot 6, Block 49 of Ulmer’s Addition; thence North along the West right-of-way of Clinton Street to the centerline of the right-of-way of East Washington Street; thence East along the center right-of-way line of East Washington Street to a line coterminous with the East right-of-way line of Bethany Street; thence South along the East right-of-way of Bethany Street to the Northeast corner of the intersection of the rights-of-way of Bethany Street and the C&O Railroad; thence East to the Northwest intersection of the rights-of-way of the C&O Railroad and Hubbard Street; thence North along the West right-of-way of Hubbard Street to the Northeast corner of Lot 10-320; thence West to the Northwest corner of Lot 10-320; thence North to the Northwest corner of Lot 10-323; thence West to the Southwest corner of Lot 10-324; thence North to the Northwest corner of Lot 10-324; thence West along the South right-of-way of Saginaw Street to the Northwest corner of Lot 10-316; thence South to the Southeast corner of Lot 10-299; thence West to the Southwest corner of Lot 10-301; thence North to the Southeast corner of Lot 10-302; thence West to the Southwest corner of Lot 10-303; thence North to the Northeast corner of Lot 10-304; thence West along the South right-of-way of Saginaw Street to the Northwest corner of Lot 10-305; thence South to the Southeast corner of Lot 10-306; thence West to the Northwest corner of Lot 10-312; thence North along the East right-of-way of East Street to the Southeast corner of the intersection of East Street and Saginaw Street; thence West to the Northwest corner of Lot 12, Block 54 of the Pine River Plat; thence South to the Southwest corner of Lot 10, Block 54 of the Pine River Plat; thence East to the Southeast corner of Lot 10, Block 54 of the Pine River Plat; thence South along the West right-of-way of East Street to the Northwest corner of the intersection of East Street and Washington Street; thence West to a point on the South line of Lot 6, Block 54 of Pine River Plat which is 75 feet West of the Southwest corner of Lot 7, Block 54 Pine River Plat; thence North to the North line of Lot 6, Block 54 of Pine River Plat; thence West to the Northwest corner of Lot 6, Block 54, Pine River Plat; thence South to the Southwest corner of Lot 6, Block 54, Pine River Plat; thence West to the Northwest corner of the intersection of Clinton Street and Washington Street; thence North along the West right-of-way of Clinton Street to the Northeast corner of Block 48 of the Pine River Plat; thence West to the Southwest corner of the intersection of Franklin Street and Saginaw Street; thence South along the West right-of-way of 
Franklin Street to the Southeast corner of Lot 10, Block 45 of the Pine River Plat; thence West to the Northeast corner of Lot 9, Block 39 of the Pine River Plat; thence North along the West right-of-way of North Main Street to the Northwest corner of the intersection of North Main Street and Saginaw Street; thence East to the Southeast corner of Lot 6, Block 46 of the Pine River Plat; thence North to the Northeast corner of Lot 1, Block 46 of the Pine River Plat; thence Northwest along the Northern boundary line of Lot 1, Block 46 of the Pine River Plat to the centerline of the right-of-way of North Main Street; thence South along the centerline of the right-of-way of North Main Street to the centerline of Center Street; thence West to a point coterminous with the Southerly extension of the West line of Lot 7, Block 37 of the Pine River Plat; thence North to the Northwest corner of Lot 7, Block 37 of the Pine River Plat; thence East to the Northeast corner of Lot 8, Block 37 of the Pine River Plat; thence Northwesterly to the Northeast corner of Lot 2, Block 37 of the Pine River Plat; thence West to the Southeast corner of Lot 12, Block 36 of the Pine River Plat; thence North along the West right-of-way of North  Mill Street to the Northeast corner of Lot 3, Block 25 of the Pine River Plat; thence West to the Northwest corner of Lot 4, Block 25 of the Pine River Plat; thence West  13 feet 1 inch West of the Northeast corner of Lot 5, Block 25 of the Pine River Plat; thence South to a point 13 feet 1 inch West of the Southeast corner of Lot 5, Block 25 of the Pine River Plat; thence East to the Southwest corner of Lot 3, Block 25 of the Pine River Plat;  thence South to a point of intersection with the South property line of Lot 12, Block 36 of the Pine River Plat; thence West to the Northwest corner of Lot 11, Block 36 of the Pine River Plat; thence South to the Northeast corner of Lot 4, Block 34 of the Pine River Plat; thence West to the Northeast corner of Lot 9, Block 29 of the Pine River Plat; thence South along the West right-of-way of Pine Street to the Northeast corner of Lot 7, Block 29 of the Pine River Plat; thence West to the Northwest corner of Lot 7, Block 29; thence South to the Southwest corner of Lot 7, Block 29; thence West along the North right-of-way of West Washington Street to the Northwest corner of the intersection of Delaware Street and West Washington Street; thence North along the West right-of-way of Delaware Street to the Northeast corner of Lot 9, Block 77 of Holcomb and Evans Addition to the Pine River Plat; thence West to the point of beginning.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED; that the City of Saint Louis City Council hereby approved the public hearing date and time Tuesday, March 21, 2006, at 7:30 a.m. to hear comments to amend the City of Saint Louis Tax Increment Finance and Development Plan.

YEAS:  Kelly, Allen, Church, Shrum, Kubin
NAYS:  None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Resolution Declaring March 13-17 as MS Awareness Week.

City Manager McConkie stated that the City Council received a request from Dan Digman to declare the Week of March 13-17 as MS Awareness Week.  

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve authorization to declare the Week of March 13-17 as MS Awareness Week.   All ayes carried the motion.

Resolution Authorizing Participation and Execution of the Interlocal Agreement for MAGNET.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council adopt Resolution 2006-04 to Authorize Participation and Execution of the Interlocal Agreement for the Mid-Michigan Area Group Narcotics Enforcement Team.

RESOLUTION 2006-04

BY THE COMMITTEE ON INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAINT LOUIS

WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of State Police (MSP), the City of Saint Louis, the County of Gratiot, the County of Shiawassee County, City of Alma, and the City of Owosso, hereafter referred to as participating entities, desire to enter an inter-local agreement pursuant to the Urban Cooperation Act 1967 (Ex Sess) PA7, MCL 124.501 et seq, for the purpose of combining their efforts with respect to law enforcement as described in the attached agreement, and

WHEREAS, the attached proposed inter-local agreement has been presented to the Saint Louis City Council as the governing body of the City of Saint Louis,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Saint Louis City Council, hereby, authorizes participation in the attached proposed inter-local agreement, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mayor George T. Kubin is authorized to execute the attached proposed inter-local agreement on behalf of the City of Saint Louis.

The foregoing resolution was offered by Council member Shrum and supported by Council member Church.
Roll Call Vote:

Ayes:

Shrum, Church, Allen, Kelly, Kubin
Nays:

None
Resolution Declared Adopted.

Recommendation from Parks & Recreation Commission to Update 5 Year Plan.
City Manager McConkie stated that the Parks & Recreation Commission recommended that the City Council approve the request to have Rowe, Inc. complete a 5 Year Community Recreation Plan in the amount of $7,030.00.
Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve authorization for Rowe, Inc. to complete a 5 Year Community Recreation Plan in the amount of $7,030.00.    Council Member Kelly wanted to know if there has been further discussions with the City of Alma on combining the Parks & Recreation Plan.  City 
Manager McConkie stated that he has not had further collaboration talks with the City of Alma.  Mayor Kubin requested that the City obtain competitive bids for all future consultant proposals.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to AKT Peerless for Phase II Rowley Church Property.

City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to AKT Peerless for the Phase II Site Investigation for the Rowley Church Property in the amount of $9,652.84.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve payment to AKT Peerless for the Phase II Site Investigation for the Rowley Church Property in the amount of $9,652.84.   All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Proposal from Rowe Inc. for GASB 34 Requirements.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the proposal from Rowe, Inc. for Infrastructure Inventory GASB 34 Requirements in the amount of $18,800.00.  The proposal does not include the cost for Page Olson consulting services to integrate the assets inventory into our financial records.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the proposal from Rowe, Inc. for Infrastructure Inventory GASB 34 Requirements in the amount of $18,800.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Proposal from United Kiser for Hydro Inspection.

City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the proposal from United Kiser Services for the Hydro Unit #6 Inspection in the amount not to exceed $8,240.00.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve the proposal from United Kiser Services for the Hydro Unit #6 Inspection in the amount not to exceed $8,240.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Discuss Sale of Main Street Property.
DDA Director Hansen stated that he was contacted about the property the city owns between the Resurrection Life Church and Momentum Industries.  A person wants to construct some storage shed units on the property if the city was interested in selling the property.  The property is currently zoned Industrial and would have to be rezoned Commercial property and have an appraisal completed.   The property that city has for sale abuts the city’s vacant industrial park lots.

Council member Kelly stated that he would want to see some dimensions of the property, the value of the property along with the proposed construction plans before the council makes a decision.   
Director Hansen stated that he would check out the property lot size and bring all of the information back to the City Council.

City Manager’s Report.
None
City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer stated that the last day to collect property taxes other than personal property will be February 28, 2006 and after that tax settlement will start.  

Will be off work and out of town February 27th and 28th.
City Council Comments.
Council Member Church stated that he would like City Manager McConkie to send correspondence to the Electric Department employees to thank them for the excellent work done during the ice storm last week.
Mayor Kubin stated that by the electric department having a preventive tree trimming maintenance program, it saved a lot of city residents from losing power.

Council Member Church suggested that the next time there is a power outage that the employees should work split shifts.
Council Member Kelly stated that the audit report reflected that the city has good people doing good work and it is nice to be able to have trust with those employees doing the work.  He stated that he appreciates the accounting staff for the work that they do.

Mayor Kubin stated that he received a thank you from the Barnum Family for the city’s participation in the memorial service and the thoughtfulness that was shown.

Mayor Kubin stated that there was a meeting with the DEQ last week to discuss the pCBSA chemical that was found in three of the city’s water wells.  Feel the city should file a protest with the DEQ about them basing their standard acceptable level of pCBSA in drinking water on the short term study done on rats. 

Mayor Kubin requested that the City Council authorize the City Manager to send a letter to the DEQ stating that there is not enough information available to base the standard acceptable level of pCBSA in the city’s drinking water from a short term study done on rats.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve authorization for the City Manager to send correspondence to the DEQ stating that the short term study done for the pCBSA Chemical is not adequate and request that a long term study be conducted on the chemical.  All ayes carried the motion.
Mayor Kubin stated that the EPA is going to be spending money on installing century wells to monitor the city’s water supply when they should be spending money to enhance the city’s water quality.  Will be setting up a meeting with the EPA Regional Director to discuss the matter.

Mayor Kubin stated that the auditors recommended that city do a standard rate increase for utilities every year and wanted to know if the city does increase their rates every year. 

City Manager McConkie answered no, but he usually recommends that the rates are increased every year.  Was hoping to get a rate study started in house but may have to have someone else do it so that it can be completed sooner.
Council Member Allen wanted to know the dates of the MML Legislative Conference.
City Clerk Roehrs stated that the City Council will leave on March 21st and return on March 22 in the evening.

Council Member Shrum stated that he visited the new Fabric Store and received a wonderful report on how well the new owners were treated by city staff and how much help they were to them.

Council Member Shrum thanked all of the employees of the electric department for their good work to restore power quickly to those individuals that lost it due to the ice storm.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 9:14 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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March 7, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, March 7, 2006, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, 

Council Members Absent:
William E. Shrum (excused)

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:


Patrick Herblet






Police Chief


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun


Craig Evans







Lieutenant

28 High School Students

Mayor Kubin led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Mayor Kubin welcomed the High School Students to the meeting.

Mayor Kubin stated that he noticed in the meeting minutes on February 21, 2006 the City Council did not receive and place on file the Financial Audit for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2005.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve to receive and place on file the Financial Audit for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on February 21, 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that the auditors recommended that the checks for the accounts payable not be printed until after the City Council meeting and in order for council to get a listing of the invoices a manual report had to be generated.  The program for the Claims & Account Report has to be changed to allow the Claims & Account Report to print before the check.  The software company is in the process of getting a cost proposal to change the program.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $220,434.65.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for the Month of February 2006.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Allen, to receive and place on file the February 2006 Monthly Board Minutes.  All ayes carried the motion.

Communications.


Correspondence from Department of Environmental Quality.
City Manager McConkie stated that a letter was received from the State of Michigan Department of Environmental Quality recommending that instead of the EPA spending money to install sentry wells to monitor contaminants from the Velsicol Chemical/Pine River Superfund that the money would be better spent to help fund new municipal drinking water wells.
City Manager McConkie stated that also in the letter a sentry well plan was discussed and wondered why the city did not receive a copy of the plan.  Would like authorization to send correspondence to Mr. Richard Karl of the Superfund Division to get a copy of the plan and ask why the city did not receive the plan.
Mayor Kubin stated that he sent correspondence to the Federal and State Legislators requesting funds for new water drinking wells and also sent a copy of the letter received from the DEQ to them.

Consensus of the City Council was to have City Manager McConkie send a letter to Richard Karl of the Superfund Division.

Mayor Kubin stated that he received a letter of request from the First Church of God for permission to have Easter Sunrise Service in the cemetery on April 16, 2006 at 7:00 a.m.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve authorization for the First Church of God to hold Easter Sunrise Service in the cemetery on April 16, 2006 at 7:00 a.m.  All ayes carried the motion.
Mayor Kubin stated that he received correspondence from the Howard and Ivah Hoffmeyer Charitable Trust with a check in the amount of $5,500.00 as a contribution for a community project.  

Moved by Kubin, supported by Allen, to approve to designate the $5,500.00 contribution from the Howard and Ivah Hoffmeyer Charitable Trust to the Swimming Pool Fund for bathhouse renovation.  All ayes carried the motion.

Mayor Kubin requested that City Clerk Roehrs send a letter of thank you to the Hoffmeyer Trust and inquire if there would be any objections to renaming the swimming pool after Howard and Ivah Hoffmeyer.
Public Comments.


A resident on Jackson Road inquired if the city was going to pursue to widen the street.
City Manager McConkie stated that there has been no project submitted to the council to widen the street so far and there is nothing planned in the near future.

Mayor Kubin stated that the city has no funding available to proceed with the street project and if the city proceeds with the project in the future the city would contact her.

New Business.

Approve Proposal from S & C Electric.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the cost proposal from S & C Electric Company for the purchase of Alduti-Rupter Switch for the Sub-Station in the amount of $6,131.00.
Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve the cost proposal from S & C Electric Company for the purchase of Alduti-Rupter Switch for the Sub-Station in the amount of $6,131.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment for DPW Garage Door Project.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve payment to Freed Construction for installing three door openings, jams and lentils for the DPW Garage Door Project in the amount of $5,618.00 and payment to Holton Garage Door Company for installation of three garage doors in the amount of $7,215.00 for a total amount of $12,833.00. 

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve payment to Freed Construction for installing three door openings, jams and lentils for the DPW Garage Door Project in the amount of $5,618.00 and payment to Holton Garage Door Company for installation of three garage doors in the amount of $7,215.00 for a total amount of $12,833.00.  All ayes carried the motion. 

Approve Payment for Turbine Repair.

City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to Stantec for Hydro Turbine #5 Repair in the amount of $6,273.59.  

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve payment to Stantec for Hydro Turbine #5 Repair in the amount of $6,273.59.   All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.


City Manager McConkie stated that he received an email from Phil Moore regarding the collaboration on the GIS Project with the different agencies in the county.  As part of the project each agency participating must make a commitment of funds for the Aerial Photo Cost Share and City Manager McConkie recommended that the city commit $5,000.00.  The amount is over his authorization limit so he requested that the City Council approve the commitment of funds.
Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve to commit $5,000.00 to the County Collaboration Group for the Aerial Photo Cost Share for the GIS Project.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve to extend the contract with Biotech Agronomics for the wastewater treatment plan bio-solids land application at the cost of $.325 per gallon at an estimated annual amount of $27,625.00.   
Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve to extend the contract with Biotech Agronomics for the wastewater treatment plan bio-solids land application at the cost of $.325 per gallon at an estimated annual amount of $27,625.00.   All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager McConkie stated that he has had discussions with R. L. Green on several occasions recently concerning infrastructure to serve his 129 acre parcel on the City’s West side.  There tends to be little or no progress because there are no written plans for the property.  
City Manager McConkie stated that if the city proceeded with participation of infrastructure, he would want a written agreement with R. L. Green outlining responsibilities of all parties involved.

The consensus of the City Council was to proceed to prepare a draft development agreement concerning  infrastructure and development of the R. L. Green property.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer stated that the property tax settlement is going very well.

City Council Comments.
Council Member Allen wanted to know if anything was found out as to why the street lighting usage increased in October 2005 from October 2004.  

City Manager McConkie stated that he did not research the matter yet.

City Clerk Roehrs stated that she would investigate the matter.

Council Member Kelly wanted to know what was going on with the canoe delivery business on Michigan Avenue.   Some days their business sign is up and other times its not there and wondered why the city doesn’t have a business license regulation.  The existing businesses could be grandfathered so they would not have to acquire a license but think any new business should have one.
City Manager McConkie stated that he would review some other cities ordinances regarding business licensing and draft an ordinance for consideration.

Mayor Kubin stated that once the ordinance is prepared it should be taken to the Planning Commission first before it is given to the City Council for review.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve the authorization for the City Manager to investigate Business Licensing Ordinances.  All ayes carried the motion.
Council Member Church wanted to know why the “No Right Turn on Red Signs” were put up at the M-46 intersection of Mill Street and Michigan Avenue.  

City Manager McConkie stated that he contacted MDOT about the signs to remind them that they had agreed not to have the signs there but was told that MDOT had already contracted a vendor to install the signs.  MDOT said that they would be taking down the signs down today but they are still up.
Council Member Church stated that at the last CAG meeting there was a discussion on the urgency of getting something going on the city installing new water wells.  Wanted to know if the council should possibly start a law suit against the State of Michigan because of the pCBSA chemical contamination that was found in three of the city water wells.  

City Manager McConkie stated that the State of Michigan and the Environmental Protection Agency violated their own safe water drinking rules when both agencies allowed Velsicol Chemical to create a disposal facility within 2000 feet of the city’s water supply.  Rules further require an isolation zone of 200 feet around drinking (Type 1) wells and the 200 foot zone has been breached by the chemical contamination (p-CBSA) at wells #1 and #4.

Mayor Kubin requested that further discussion of a possible litigation be discussed in closed session.

Council Member Allen asked Lieutenant Evans if anything was happening with the traffic study on the four way stop at Mill and W. Saginaw Streets.

Lieutenant Evans stated that he discussed the matter with Utility Director Giles about using the 1997 traffic study because he felt that the traffic would be the same.  Looking at the design of poles to hang the four way stop sign and preparing a cost estimate to bring to the council for review.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Church, to approve to go into closed session at 7:54 p.m. to discuss possible litigation.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Church, to return to open session at 8:08 pm.  All ayes carried the motion. 
Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve authorization for the City Manager to investigate if the city has the right to force the Environmental Protective Agency to pay the cost for a new city water supply.  All ayes carried the motion.
Council Member Church stated that Ithaca received grant funds to close some abandoned water wells and thought that was a good idea to do in St. Louis. 

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:16 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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March 21, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, March 21, 2006, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
Jerry Church (excused)
City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:

Kathy Smith







Accounting 


Patrick Herblet






Police Chief


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun


Erica Goff







Gratiot County Herald

Phil Hansen







DDA Director


Jan Bunting







County Commissioner


Kurt Giles







Utility Director


Norm Keon





223 
N.
Main Street

Council Member Kelly led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on March 7, 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $411,928.30.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports for the Month of February 2006.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to receive and place on file the February 2006 Monthly Reports.  All ayes carried the motion.

Communications.


Street Light Reporting.
Council Member Allen stated that the information provided in the street lighting report made sense as to why the usage doubled for the month of October 2005 compared to October 2004.  
Council Member Allen appreciated receiving the report.

Public Hearing – Amend the Tax Increment Finance Plan.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:35 a.m. to discuss the proposed amendment to the Tax Increment Finance Plan.  

City Manager McConkie stated that the amendment to the Tax Increment Finance Plan incorporates the boundaries of the Hagen property.  Feel that any project that develops on the Tester Site would involve both properties and for accounting and tax purposes it makes sense to change the boundaries to take in the Hagen property.

DDA Director Hansen stated that the amendment also incorporates to the west side curb of Michigan Avenue to allow future streetscape in that area.

Norm Keon of 223 W. Main Street stated that his property is in the district and wanted to know if his property is affected by the amendment to the plan.

Hansen stated that his property is still in the district and the amendment just adds the new property boundaries.
Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:40 a.m. 

City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council introduce an amendment to the Downtown Development Authority Ordinance to incorporate the new boundaries and at the next meeting would bring the ordinance to the council for adoption. 

Mayor Kubin stated that he would like a public hearing held before the ordinance amendment is adopted at the next meeting.

City Manager McConkie stated that the city charter does not require a public hearing to be held before the council adopts an ordinance only that it is introduced at one meeting and then two weeks later the ordinance is adopted.
Council Member Kelly recommended that the council continue the practice of having public hearings before the council adopts an ordinance.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve to introduce Ordinance No. B-188 to Amend the Downtown Development Authority for the Tax Increment Finance Plan District Boundaries as follows; Beginning at the Northwest corner of Lot 9, Block 85 of the Holcomb and Evans Addition to the Pine River Plat in the City of St. Louis; thence South along the East right-of-way of the Abandoned C&O Railroad to the center of the right-of-way of W. Washington Street; thence East to a line coterminous with the East right-of-way line of Pine Street; thence South to the Southwest corner of Lot 3, Block 33 of the Pine River Plat; thence East to the Southeast corner of Lot 3, Block 33 of the Pine River Plat; thence South to the Southeast corner of Lot 4, Block 33 of the Pine River Plat; thence East to the Westerly line of Michigan Avenue; thence Southwesterly along the Westerly line of Michigan Avenue to the North line of Hazel Street; thence East to the West line of Main Street; thence North on the West line of Main Street to the Northeast corner of Lot 10, Block 41 of the Pine River Plat; thence West to the Southwest corner of Lot 2, Block 41 of the Pine River Plat; thence North to the Southwest corner of Lot 4, Block 40 of the Pine River Plat; thence East to the Northwest corner of Lot 9, Block 44 of Newton’s Addition; thence South to the Southwest corner of Lot 10, Block 44 of Newton’s Addition; thence East to the Southeast corner of Lot 10, Block 44 of Newton’s Addition; thence North to the Northeast corner of Lot 7, Block 44 of Newton’s Addition; thence East to the Southeast corner of Lot 1, Block 44 of Newton’s Addition; thence Southeast to the Southwest corner of Lot 4, Block 49 of Ulmer’s Addition ; thence East to the Northeast corner of Lot 6, Block 49 of Ulmer’s Addition; thence North along the West right-of-way of Clinton Street to the centerline of the right-of-way of East Washington Street; thence East along the center right-of-way line of East Washington Street to a line coterminous with the East right-of-way line of Bethany Street; thence South along the East right-of-way of Bethany Street to the Northeast corner of the intersection of the rights-of-way of Bethany Street and the C&O Railroad; thence East to the Northwest intersection of the rights-of-way of the C&O Railroad and Hubbard Street; thence North along the West right-of-way of Hubbard Street to the Northeast corner of Lot 10-320; thence West to the Northwest corner of Lot 10-320; thence North to the Northwest corner of Lot 10-323; thence West to the Southwest corner of Lot 10-324; thence North to the Northwest corner of Lot 10-324; thence West along the South right-of-way of Saginaw Street to the Northwest corner of Lot 10-316; thence South to the Southeast corner of Lot 10-299; thence West to the Southwest corner of Lot 10-301; thence North to the Southeast corner of Lot 10-302; thence West to the Southwest corner of Lot 10-303; thence North to the Northeast corner of Lot 10-304; thence West along the South right-of-way of Saginaw Street to the Northwest corner of Lot 10-305; thence South to the Southeast corner of Lot 10-306; thence West to the Northwest corner of Lot 10-312; thence North along the East right-of-way of East Street to the Southeast corner of the intersection of East Street and Saginaw Street; thence West to the Northwest corner of Lot 12, Block 54 of the Pine River Plat; thence South to the Southwest corner of Lot 10, Block 54 of the Pine River Plat; thence East to the Southeast corner of Lot 10, Block 54 of the Pine River Plat; thence South along the West right-of-way of East Street to the Northwest corner of the intersection of East Street and Washington Street; thence West to a point on the South line of Lot 6, Block 54 of Pine River Plat which is 75 feet West of the Southwest corner of Lot 7, Block 54 Pine River Plat; thence North to the North line of Lot 6, Block 54 of Pine River Plat; thence West to the Northwest corner of Lot 6, Block 54, Pine River Plat; thence South to the Southwest corner of Lot 6, Block 54, Pine River Plat; thence West to the Northwest corner of the intersection of Clinton Street and Washington Street; thence North along the West right-of-way of Clinton Street to the Northeast corner of Block 48 of the Pine River Plat; thence West to the Southwest corner of the intersection of Franklin Street and Saginaw Street; thence South along the West right-of-way of Franklin Street to the Southeast corner of Lot 10, Block 45 of the Pine River Plat; thence West to the Northeast corner of Lot 9, Block 39 of the Pine River Plat; thence North along the West right-of-way of North Main Street to the Northwest corner of the intersection of North Main Street and Saginaw Street; thence East to the Southeast corner of Lot 6, Block 46 of the Pine River Plat; thence North to the Northeast corner of Lot 1, Block 46 of the Pine River Plat; thence Northwest along the Northern boundary line of Lot 1, Block 46 of the Pine River Plat to the centerline of the right-of-way of North Main Street; thence South along the centerline of the right-of-way of North Main Street to the centerline of Center Street; thence West to a point coterminous with the Southerly extension of the West line of Lot 7, Block 37 of the Pine River Plat; thence North to the Northwest corner of Lot 7, Block 37 of the Pine River Plat; thence East to the Northeast corner of Lot 8, Block 37 of the Pine River Plat; thence Northwesterly to the Northeast corner of Lot 2, Block 37 of the Pine River Plat; thence West to the Southeast corner of Lot 12, Block 36 of the Pine River Plat; thence North along the West right-of-way of North  Mill Street to the Northeast corner of Lot 3, Block 25 of the Pine River Plat; thence West to the Northwest corner of Lot 4, Block 25 of the Pine River Plat; thence West  13 feet 1 inch West of the Northeast corner of Lot 5, Block 25 of the Pine River Plat; thence South to a point 13 feet 1 inch West of the Southeast corner of Lot 5, Block 25 of the Pine River Plat; thence East to the Southwest corner of Lot 3, Block 25 of the Pine River Plat;  thence South to a point of intersection with the South property line of Lot 12, Block 36 of the Pine River Plat; thence West to the Northwest corner of Lot 11, Block 36 of the Pine River Plat; thence South to the Northeast corner of Lot 4, Block 34 of the Pine River Plat; thence West to the Northeast corner of Lot 9, Block 29 of the Pine River Plat; thence South along the West right-of-way of Pine Street to the Northeast corner of Lot 7, Block 29 of the Pine River Plat; thence West to the Northwest corner of Lot 7, Block 29; thence South to the Southwest corner of Lot 7, Block 29; thence West along the North right-of-way of West Washington Street to the Northwest corner of the intersection of Delaware Street and West Washington Street; thence North along the West right-of-way of Delaware Street to the Northeast corner of Lot 9, Block 77 of Holcomb and Evans Addition to the Pine River Plat; thence West to the point of beginning and to set the Public Hearing Date of Tuesday, April 4, 2006, at 7:10 p.m.  All ayes carried the motion.
Public Comments.
None
New Business.

DDA Sidewalk Display Program.
DDA Director Hansen stated that the Downtown Development Authority is proposing a Sidewalk Display Program for the businesses on North Mill Street from M-46 to the bridge.   The DDA would like the City Council to consider the program to attract shoppers and encourage pedestrian activity.  The City Attorney has drafted an ordinance, a permit application and a hold harmless agreement to implement the program.   
Council Member Kelly stated that the ordinance needs to clarify who is going to enforce the ordinance.
City Clerk Roehrs stated that the ordinance does not provide a section for violation of the ordinance and in Section 3 it states that is unlawful to operate a motor vehicle on the sidewalks of the city.  The city crews do snow removal on the sidewalks with a tractor.

City Manager McConkie stated that there should be a sentence added to Section 3 that would exempt the city for normal maintenance of the sidewalk.  Also, he recommended that the word “city council” be removed from the content of the ordinance and insert the word “city”.   Code Enforcement Officer Goettling would be responsible for enforcing the ordinance.

City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council introduce Sidewalk Display Ordinance with the corrections and would bring the final draft of the ordinance to the next meeting for adoption.

Council Member Kelly inquired if a public hearing was going to be held before the adoption of this ordinance.
Mayor Kubin stated that he would like to continue with the practice to hold a public hearing before the council adopts an ordinance.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve to introduce Ordinance B-187 to Allow for Sidewalk Displays by Adjoining Business Owners on North Mill Street on M-46 North to the Bridge and to set the Public Hearing Date of Tuesday, April 4, 2006, at 7:00 p.m.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Poverty Tax Exemption Guidelines and Application.
City Manager McConkie stated that every year before the Board of Review meets the City Council is supposed to adopt the Poverty Tax Exemption Guidelines and Application.  The guidelines give the Board of Review the authority to exempt those property owners that meet the Federal poverty guidelines.  The city could establish their poverty exemption policy and just annually update it for the poverty threshold calculated by the State of Michigan. 

The consensus of the City Council was to have City Manager McConkie draft a written Poverty Tax Exemption Guidelines to be amended annually to meet the Federal Guidelines.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve to adopt the 2006 Poverty Property Exemption Guidelines and Application.  All ayes carried the motion. 

Approve Payment to Rate Payers Association.

City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to the Michigan Public Power Rate Payers Association in the amount of $5,600.00 for 2005 Cost Sharing Agreement Portion.  

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve payment to the Michigan Public Power Rate Payers Association in the amount of $5,600.00 for 2005 Cost Sharing Agreement Portion.   All ayes carried the motion.

Water Study.
City Manager McConkie stated that the Preliminary Investigation for Alternate Groundwater Supply for the City of Saint Louis has been completed.  The report provides some options and indicates areas in the community where the city should look for water supply to replace water wells 1, 4 and 7.
Mayor Kubin stated that he was disappointed in the report because the information was not new and it did not provide any treatment to the existing wells to take out the chemical from the water.

City Manager McConkie stated that the city has limited options to grow and find water supply.  The report did provide two variable alternatives; connecting to Alma’s water supply and new ground water supply.

The City Council requested a special meeting with Utility Director Giles and Fishbeck to further discuss the Alternate Groundwater Supply Study.
Employee Life Insurance Consideration.
City Manager McConkie presented the City Council a final proposal to provide an increase benefit of life insurance coverage for a number of the employees and department heads.  The cost to increase the coverage is less the cost of the premium to increase just the City Manager’s and Police Chief’s coverage to comply with their employment contracts.

The annual increase in cost is $1,513.26 for the General non-union employees, Department Heads and Executive Management and Police Administration.  The annual cost increase for just the City Manager and Police Chief is $1,900.00.  The city would be saving $386.74 a year plus giving better insurance coverage to more employees.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve authorization for the City Manager to proceed to increase the Employee Life Insurance Coverage for the General non-union employees, Department Heads and Executive Management and Police Administration.  All ayes carried the motion. 

City Manager’s Report.


City Manager McConkie stated that he met with the City Attorney and the Director of Dial-A-Ride to modify future transit service agreements to allow the scope of services changed without having to go to the City Council.     
The current year contract needs to be amended to increase the budget amount or reduce the service hours to stay within the budget.  It was recommended to reduce the service hours on Tuesday and Thursday to only three trips morning, noon and afternoon instead of four bus runs a day.  The bus runs for Monday, Wednesday and Friday will still have four runs a day.  The change in the hours would be effective on April 1, 2006. 
Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to authorize the City Manager to amend the Dial-A-Ride Transit Service Contract to allow modifications in the scope of services and to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Contract on behalf of the City of St. Louis.  All ayes carried the motion.   
City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that the property tax settlement with the County Treasurer is done and balanced.            
City Council Comments.
Council Member Kelly stated that he would like to wait to have the special meeting with Fishbeck to discuss the Alternate Groundwater Supply until Council Member Church returns from his surgery. 
Council Member Allen wanted to know if the city had the Mill Street Bridge inspected.

City Manager McConkie stated that Spicer Group did an inspection of the bridge and the structure was found to be alright.  The bridge surface does need to be repaired and will done once the EPA is finished using the bridge.  

Council Member Shrum wanted to know if the city could fix the two inch drop in black top by the post office and at the corner of Pine Street and M-46.

City Manager McConkie stated that he would have Utility Director Giles look at the areas.

Council Member Shrum stated that Library Director White told the Library Board that penal fines for the next budget year were going to be reduced by 25% and that there was a move by the State to take away some of the penal fines from the libraries. 
Council Member Allen wanted to know if anything has been done about more handicap parking on Mill Street. 

Mayor Kubin stated that he has given the matter some thought and feels that the city could not make enough parking spaces to fill their needs and there are handicap parking spaces available in the parking lots behind Mill Street.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:44 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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April 4, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, April 4, 2006, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
Jerry Church (excused)

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun


Rodney Hampton






Candidate for 93rd District


Tim Black







Candidate for 93rd District


Craig Evans







Police Lieutenant


Paul Opsommer






Candidate for 93rd District


7 High School Students

Council Member Shrum led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on March 21, 2006, subject to the following correction on page 167 paragraph 10 line 2 should read “was found alright”.   All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.

City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $215,117.50.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for the Month of March 2006.

Council Member Kelly stated that he noticed in the Fire Board Minutes that Dick Prestage was appointed by the Governor to serve at the national level on the American Health Care Association Life Safety and Disaster Planning Committee and requested that a letter of recognition be sent to him on his accomplishment. 

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to receive and place on file the March 2006 Monthly Board Minutes.  All ayes carried the motion.

Communications.


City Manager McConkie stated that he received correspondence from HUD regarding Fiscal Years Ended June 30, 2004 and 2003.  The audit reports were accepted by HUD.

City Manager McConkie stated that the City Council received a copy of the 2006 Mill Street Bridge Inspection by Spicer Group.  The report indicates that damage was done to the bridge approach during the EPA clean up of the Mill Pond.  Spicer is preparing a cost proposal for the damages and then the cost estimate will be sent to the EPA to pay repair cost.

Public Hearing – Ordinance B-187 Sidewalk Display.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:10 p.m. for discussion on Ordinance B-187 to Allow for Sidewalk Displays by Adjoining Business Owners on North Mill Street from M-46 North to the Bridge, Setting up Parameters for Said Displays, Including the Need to First Obtain a Permit for Said Display Activity.

City Manager McConkie stated that modifications were made to the proposed ordinance as requested by the City Council and the final draft is ready for approval.


Council Member Allen stated that she felt that the ordinance was well written.

There was no opposition heard on the matter.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:12 p.m.      

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to adopt Ordinance B-187 to Allow for Sidewalk Displays by Adjoining Business Owners on North Mill Street from M-46 North to the Bridge, Setting up Parameters for Said Displays, Including the Need to First Obtain a Permit for Said Display Activity.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Hearing – Ordinance B-188 DDA Boundary Amendment.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:12 p.m. for discussion on Ordinance B-188 to Amend Section 2-192 of Article 5 of the Ordinances of the City of St. Louis for the Purpose of Altering or Amending the Boundaries of the Downtown Development District.

City Manager McConkie stated that one residential lot on North Street was added to the DDA Boundary District and another modification made to the boundaries was moving the boundary line on Michigan Avenue from the east side of the street to the west side of east.  

There was no opposition heard on the matter.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:13 p.m.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve to adopt Ordinance B-188 to Amend Section 2-192 of Article 5 of the Ordinances of the City of St. Louis for the Purpose of Altering or Amending the Boundaries of the Downtown Development District.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.


Rodney Hampton introduced himself to the City Council as a Democrat Candidate for the 93rd District State House Representative.

Tim Black introduced himself to the City Council as one of the Republican Candidates for the 93rd District State House Representative.

New Business.
Introduce & Set Public Hearing for Ordinance B-189 Civil Fine Violations.
City Manager McConkie stated that Ordinance B-189 is amending Section 2-221 of Article VI of the Ordinances of the City of St. Louis Setting the Civil Fine for Violation of the Section of the St. Louis City Code Dealing with Sidewalk Displays.  The first offense fine would be $50.00.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve to introduce Ordinance B-189 to Amend Section 2-221 of Article VI of the Ordinances of the City of St. Louis Setting the Civil Fine for Violation of the Section of the St. Louis City Code Dealing with Sidewalk Displays and to Set the Public Hearing Date of Tuesday, April 18, 2006 at 7:30 a.m.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Peerless Midwest for Well #8 Repairs.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to Peerless Midwest for Well #8 Rehabilitation in the amount of $33,000.00.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve payment to Peerless Midwest for Well #8 Rehabilitation in the amount of $33,000.00.   All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Newkirk Electric for Hydro Cable Replacement.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to Newkirk Electric for Hydro Cable Replacement in the amount of $7,077.19. 

Council Member Kelly wanted to know what hydro unit needed to have the cable replaced.

City Clerk Roehrs stated that she assumed the hydro cable was for Hydro #6 since #5 was repaired and is working but needed to verify that with Utility Director Giles.

City Manager McConkie stated that he thought the cable was for Hydro #6 but was not sure.

City Council requested City Clerk Roehrs find out what hydro the cable replacement was for and to let them know at the next meeting.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve payment to Newkirk Electric for Hydro Cable Replacement in the amount of $7,077.19.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie presented the City Council with a list of city projects that either he is working on or the city staff is working on.  Will keep the council updated on the progress of the projects.

City Manager McConkie stated that the special council meeting to discuss the water study with Fishbeck has been set for Wednesday, May 3, 2006, at 7:30 a.m.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that the Cemetery Board recommended Stan McMann to fill the vacancy on the Board.  Contacted Stan McMann and he accepted the position of the Cemetery Board.  

City Clerk Roehrs requested that the City Council appoint Stan McMann to the Cemetery Board of Trustees.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve to appoint Stan McMann to fill the vacancy on the Cemetery Board of Trustees with term expiring January 1, 2010.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that absentee ballots for the School Election on May 2nd are now available.  

City Council Comments.
Council Member Kelly wanted to know if City Manager McConkie contacted an environmental attorney to discuss the water well supply contamination.

City Manager McConkie stated that he made contact with the attorney but has not received a reply back yet.

Council Member Allen stated that she received a complaint on the appearance of the city street signs and wanted to know if there was anything planned to replace the signs.

Mayor Kubin suggested that a street sign replacement program be set up in the city budgets over a number of years.

Council Member Allen wanted to know if the water fountain was going to be put back in the river this spring.

City Manager McConkie stated that the fountain would be put in the water again this year by Leppien Park.

Council Member Shrum stated that the Library Board went to Frankenmuth last week for a workshop on how to pass a millage.  The speaker was excellent and the program was very helpful.

Mayor Kubin stated that he talked with the School Superintendent about setting up a joint meeting with the School Board and City Council.  The dates that were suggested for the meeting were May 4th or 8th.

City Manager McConkie stated that he is working on setting up a meeting.

Mayor Kubin stated that he did receive correspondence back from Governor Granholm regarding her support on the joint efforts of the U.S. EPA and the MDEQ in the preparation of a thorough site investigation and Feasibility Study for the purpose of identifying an appropriate remedy for Velsicol Chemical Superfund site.  Her letter also stated that she would not support any remedy that fails to permanently reduce public health and environmental risks to acceptable levels.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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Council Member Allen led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on April 4, 2006, subject to the following correction on page 173 paragraph 2 line 1 should read “City Manager McConkie stated”.   All ayes carried the motion.

Financial Reports.
The City Council reviewed the Financial Reports for the Month of March 2006. 

City Manager McConkie stated that the Water/Sewer Fund is not as healthy as it should be due to the capital outlay projects that have been completed in the last couple of years.  Working on utility rate structure with Utility Director Giles and City Clerk Roehrs and will be bringing back some recommendations to the City Council for review.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the Financial Reports for the Month of March 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.

City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $200,387.93.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports for the Month of March 2006.

Council Member Allen stated that she liked the new Police Report format.  

City Council discussed the Wastewater Mercury Testing Report.

Council Member Kelly requested information on the national standard amounts of mercury in wastewater systems to compare the data with the city’s level.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to receive and place on file the March 2006 Monthly Reports.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.

Mayor Kubin stated that Carl and Betty McClintic came to the meeting to discuss the damage claim denied by the city’s insurance company for the sewage that backed up into their basement.  The claim was denied because of a sweatshirt and rags that were found in the city’s system which showed the city did not cause the backup.  The backup was caused by somebody else on the system that disposed the items in the sewer line.

Betty McClintic stated that their insurance company will not cover the damage costs because they do not have flood coverage.  She said that the back up in their house was caused by somebody putting a sweatshirt and rags in the city sewer line and was not caused by anything that they did.

City Manager McConkie stated that this is a difficult situation for the city and any action taken by the city council can set a precedent for the future.

Mayor Kubin stated that he is in favor of paying McClintics for the damage.

Council Member Shrum stated that the council should look at each case individually.

Council Member Kelly stated that if claims continue the council would have to look at passing the cost on to the residents and have to be careful that a precedent is not set.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Allen, to approve the sewer backup damage claim to Carl and Betty McClintic in the amount of $2,793.18.  All ayes carried the motion.

Mike Trebesh re-introduced himself to the City Council as one of the Republican Candidates for the 93rd House District Representative and wanted the council to know that he is in favor of a total cleanup of the superfund site.

R.L. Green stated that a local family has taken over the 7-11 Store.

Greg Carlson introduced himself to the City Council as one of the Candidates for the 93rd House District Representative and encouraged the council to pass a resolution against local governments loosing their authority over cable franchising.

Mayor Kubin stated that the council did discuss the matter with Senator Goschka.  He helped introduce the Bill to take away local government authority over cable franchising and Senator Goschka stated that he no longer sponsors the bill as it is written.

Mayor Kubin stated that he recently received correspondence from Senator Goschka supporting the full clean up of the superfund site.

Communications.


City Manager McConkie stated that correspondence was received from MSDHA on the City’s Notice of Intent to apply for a downtown infrastructure grant under the MSDHA Community Assistance Team’s 2006 Downtown Community Development Block Grant Program.  MSDHA has invited the city to submit a grant application for the River Rock Project.

City Manager McConkie stated that DART Service submitted the third quarter transit service report for January, February, and March 2006.   On previous billing statements the city was charged for ridership to the senior center a correction has been made and the city will be within their budget amount.

Public Hearing – Ordinance B-189 Amending Civil Fine Violations.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 8:07 a.m. for discussion on Ordinance B-189 to Amend Section 2-221 of Article VI of the Ordinances of the City of St. Louis Setting the Civil Fine for Violation of the Section of the St. Louis City Code Dealing with Sidewalk Displays.

City Manager McConkie stated that he plans on discussing with the City Attorney about providing a provision within this ordinance section to establish fees by resolution instead of having to amend the ordinance to add fees or increase them. 

There was no opposition heard on the matter.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 8:08 a.m.      

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve to adopt Ordinance B-189 to Amend Section 2-221 of Article VI of the Ordinances of the City of St. Louis Setting the Civil Fine for Violation of the Section of the St. Louis City Code Dealing with Sidewalk Displays.  All ayes carried the motion.

New Business.
Special Joint Meeting Date.
City Manager McConkie stated that Monday, May 8, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. is the date selected to hold a Special Joint Meeting with the St. Louis School Board of Education at the High School Media Center.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve to hold a Special Joint Meeting between the City Council and the St. Louis School Board of Education on Monday, May 8, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. in the High School Media Center.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Recommendation from Safety Committee.
City Manager McConkie stated that the Sub-Safety Committee recommended that the Safety Incentive Program be changed to include only the employee that has time loss instead of the whole department for each quarter.

Council Member Shrum stated that the current program penalizes a whole department when one individual is hurt at work and has loss time.

The City Council discussed the proposed program changes.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Allen, to approve the recommendation of the Sub-Safety Committee to change the Safety Incentive Program to exclude only the employee that has time loss instead of the whole department for each quarter.   All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Commitment for Purchase of 350 Tons of Road Salt.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the commitment to purchase 350 Tons of Road Salt from the Department of Management and Budget Purchasing Operations MiDEAL for the 2006/2007 Winter Season. 

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the commitment to purchase 350 Tons of Road Salt from the Department of Management and Budget Purchasing Operations MiDEAL for the 2006/2007 Winter Season.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Poverty Exemption Policy.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the City of St. Louis Poverty Exemption Policy for Applicants Requesting Consideration for Poverty Exemptions.  The policy is needed for anyone wishing to apply for the exemption.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the City of St. Louis Poverty Exemption Policy for Applicants Requesting Consideration for Poverty Exemptions.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Proposal from Stantec for Dam Inspection.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the proposal from Stantec for a visual inspection, dive inspection and evaluation of the dam in the amount of $7,000.00.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve the proposal from Stantec for a visual inspection, dive inspection and evaluation of the dam in the amount of $7,000.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Proposal for General Services Agreement from Stantec.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the Proposal from Stantec for the General Services Agreement to assist the city to meet the FERC Licensing Filing Requirements in the amount of the hourly rate according to their fee schedule.
Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve the Proposal from Stantec for the General Services Agreement to assist the city to meet the FERC Licensing Filing Requirements in the amount of the hourly rate according to their fee schedule.  All ayes carried the motion.

Introduce Ordinance No. B-190.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council introduce Ordinance No. B-190 Water Utility Usage to provide rules and regulations for the operation and maintenance of said utility and set the Public Hearing Date of Wednesday, May 3, 2006, at 7:00 p.m.  The ordinance is needed because of the high water usage potential during the summer.  The city may have to restrict water usage to continue to supply water to the customers because of Water Well #4 not being used and the city has limited use of Water Well #1.  

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve to introduce Ordinance No. B-190 Water Utility Usage to provide rules and regulations for the operation and maintenance of said utility and set the Public Hearing Date of Wednesday, May 3, 2006, at 7:00 p.m.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Authorization of Substation 2400V Isolation Switch Project.
City Manager McConkie requested authorization to proceed with the St. Louis Substation 2400V Isolation Switch Project at the Electric Department in an amount not to exceed $18,000.00.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve authorization to proceed with the St. Louis Substation 2400V Isolation Switch Project at the Electric Department in an amount not to exceed $18,000.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie stated that the city received a letter from the American Legion requesting authorization for Poppy Sales in the city May 18th, 19th, and 20th.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve authorization for the American Legion to hold Poppy Sales in the city May 18th, 19th, and 20th.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager McConkie stated that the Fire Board had a special meeting last night to discuss the purchase of a new fire tanker truck and at the meeting the board decided to proceed to purchase a demo truck from U.S. Tanker in the amount of $190,217.00.  The department is funding the majority of the purchase but may need to have the city finance the balance of it if the City Council is not opposed to doing that as it has in the past.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that Council Member Church will return to Michigan on April 20th.  

The MML Regional Meeting is April 27th in Saginaw and if any council member wants to attend the meeting they need to let her know today.

City Clerk Roehrs reminded the City Council that they have a special meeting on May 3rd at 7:30 a.m. and their next regular meeting is May 3rd at 7:00 p.m.

City Council Comments.

Council Member Allen stated that there have been articles on the library in the newspaper lately and she is receiving comments about our library being in trouble. 

City Manager McConkie stated that he recently met with the Library Board and they have not submitted a budget yet to him.  Once their budget has been submitted then he can review their financial needs.  There is a possibility that penal fines could be lower but cannot comment on the Library Budget until he knows what needs to be done financially.

Council Member Shrum stated that Library Director White stated that she had a good meeting with City Manager McConkie.

Council Member Allen stated that she did not appreciate the negative comments in the newspaper.

Council Member Shrum stated that the library staff does a good job with the money that they get for funding.
Council Member Shrum stated that he wonders if the city had Sodium Benzoate in the water like the soft drinks instead of the pCBSA if the city would have the same turmoil. 
Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:44 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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Mayor Kubin stated that the special meeting was called to discuss the Alternate Groundwater Supply Study completed by Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber, Inc.

Jim Brode of ftc&h stated that para-chlorebenzene sulfonic acid was detected in three of the city’s water wells but the amount found is bellow the DEQ Drinking Standard of 7300 parts per billion.  The Alternate Goundwater Supply Study identifies five alternatives for consideration.  

· Installation of new water supply wells.

· Continue to use the existing supply wells.

· Treatment of the supply water.

· Use surface water.

· Connection to other water supply systems.

Brode told the council that the compound p-CBSA found in the three wells is a by product of DDT and it is highly mobile that travels easy in water due to its aqueous solubility.

Installation of new water supply wells.
Recommendation of ftc&h is for the city to replace the water wells that are contaminated and find an alternate water source which will be difficult because the area’s geological conditions prevent the potential of finding vast water sources.  The best site location for new wells would be west of town giving good distance away from the contamination.  

Council Member Church wanted to know if city wells are deeper than agricultural wells.

Brode:  Residential wells are shallower than larger capacity wells.  For larger wells usually have to go 200 to 400 feet below the surface.  Will have to make some bores to see what aquifer is the best.

Council Member Allen wanted to know if an aquifer could be tested to see if it is the same one that the city is currently pumping from and contaminated with p-CBSA.

Brode:  An aquifer can be tested to see if it is the same one the city is using.

Council Member Kelly wanted to know if it can be determined which way the water is flowing.

Brode:  The water direction can be determined by putting in test wells and observation wells to see how the water flows.

Continue to use existing supply wells.
Brode stated that the city can continue to use the existing water supply wells because the concentrations in the groundwater are significantly below the DEQ drinking water quality of 7,300 ppb.  
Treatment of the supply water.
Brode stated that they looked at treating the water supply but could not find good proven data on how to treat the compound since there are no other municipals treating this chemical.  It is also likely to cost more to treat the existing wells than to put in new wells.  Another item to consider is what treatment is used now may be obsolete if other chemicals show up in the water supply.

Council Member Shrum stated that it sounds like it would be cheaper to drill new wells.

Council Member Kelly wanted to know the cost of sampling other municipal wells for p-CBSA because he would be more concerned about the chemical if it is only showing up in St. Louis wells.  

Brode stated that he could contact the DEQ to see if any other municipal wells have been tested for the chemical.

Mayor Kubin wanted to know how old wells #1 and 4 are.

Director Giles stated that Well #1 was built in the 1930’s and Well #4 was built in the 1950’s but can remain in production for up to100 years.

Use surface water.
Brode stated that using surface water is not a viable alternative for the city because of the treatment needed.

Connection to other water supply systems.
Brode stated that connecting to Alma’s water supply system could be done but they are struggling to find plentiful groundwater source for their own system.  Do not see that enough groundwater sources between the two communities exist to handle the demand.

Brode stated that he has reviewed the current proposed plan by EPA to install sentry wells within 1000 feet of the city wells to monitor them. The plan is a good concept because it will give indication of what is heading toward the city’s wells.  The plan is very thorough and protective of the city’s wells. 

Mayor Kubin wanted to know what the city should take as a next step.

Brode stated that the city should look at replacing the three water wells and develop a plan to test sites for new water source.  Would have to get access to sites for testing, once comfortable with the site have to complete test borings, install observation wells, collect water samples and if the water quality and quantity is good the city could drill new wells.   
Mayor Kubin wanted to know how long the process could take.

Brode stated that the testing phase would be about three months and once a site is secured would take about 11/2 to 2 years before a well is producing.

City Manager McConkie stated that he has asked ftc&h to give a cost proposal to proceed with the next step.

Council Member Church stated that the city should look at proceeding to install at least one new well and potential sites for future wells.

Council Member Allen wanted to know if reversed osmosis systems in the resident’s homes would remove the p-CBSA from the drinking water.

Brode stated that he would have to check with the companies that manufacture the systems.  

Council Member Allen stated that on page 16 of the study it gives a cost estimate of $1,537,500 for one new water well and wanted to know what that cost included.

Brode stated that the cost estimate includes hydro studies, drilling for test production well, well house and equipment, transmission main of 5000 feet, acquisition of 10 acres of land at $40,000 and additional costs for engineering, attorney and contingency.

City Manager McConkie stated that the State of Michigan contacted him about a seminar regarding the State Revolving Loan Funds and wanted to know if any of the council wanted to attend it.  

The consensus of the City Council was to hold a special meeting on the matter.

Mayor Kubin stated that the city should start the process for the grant/loan application.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve authorization for the City Manager to prepare financing and planning for the installation of one new water well and future needs of the city water supply system.  All ayes carried the motion.

Jim Brode offered to check with the DEQ on other municipal water supply systems that may have been tested for p-CBSA and would also prepare a cost estimate to have other wells tested if needed.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 9:43 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.   

Nancy L. Roehrs 

City Clerk
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Mayor Kubin led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on April 18, 2006, subject to the following correction on page 177 paragraph 6 line 2 should read “to exclude”.   All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.

City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $332,050.50.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for the Month of April 2006.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to receive and place on file the April 2006 Monthly Board Minutes.  All ayes carried the motion.

Communications.


City Manager McConkie stated that he received a copy of the resolution adopted by the Gratiot County Board of Commissioners honoring the receiving and displaying of the City of St. Louis flag in the Commission Meeting Room.  The County Commissioners gave the city one of their flags and it will be displayed in the council chambers along with the other flags.

City Manager McConkie stated that he received a copy of the correspondence sent by City Attorney Fortino to Senator Goschka and Representative Hummel regarding Senate Bill 1157 and House Bill 5895 regarding the local control over cable and telephone companies using the public right-of-ways.

The city received a copy of the letter sent to Senator Cropsey from Art Rouse an inmate at the Mid-Michigan Correctional Facility regarding the city water supply.

Correspondence was received from Congressman Dave Camp in response to Mayor Kubin’s letter on the concerns he has on the telecommunications legislation reform.  Congressman Camp stated that the House Committee on Energy and Commerce recently released a bill revising the Telecommunications Act of 1966: the COPE Act.     

Correspondence was received from Utility Director Giles regarding the construction costs with the installation of the new 2.4kV isolation switch.  The engineers estimated the work at $18,000 and the low bid amount was received from Kent Power at $10,305.00.

Public Hearing – Ordinance B-190 Water Utility Usage.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:26 p .m. for discussion on Ordinance No. B-190 Water Utility Usage to provide rules and regulations for the operation and maintenance of said utility.

City Manager McConkie stated that the ordinance is needed because of the high water usage potential during the summer.  The city may have to restrict water usage to continue to supply water to the customers because of Water Well #4 not being used and the city has limited use of Water Well #1.  

City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council table action on the proposed ordinance because the City Attorney needs to review the language of the ordinance.

Council Member Kelly expressed concern about the wording of Section 3D regarding discontinuing a customer’s water service if they do not restrict their water usage after a warning.

City Manager McConkie stated that the provision only pertains to someone that refuses to restrict their water usage and the City Attorney will be reviewing the language.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:30 p.m.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to table action on Ordinance No. B-190 Water Utility Usage to provide rules and regulations for the operation and maintenance of said utility pending review by the City Attorney.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.
None
New Business.
DDA Façade Program.
City Manager McConkie stated that the DDA has been working on the Façade Incentive Program and has made recommendation that the City Council adopt the program.  If the program is approved it would become effective in July.  Have to discuss the matter with the City Attorney because not sure if an ordinance has to be adopted or if the program can be approved by Resolution.  

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the Downtown Façade Incentive Program subject to the City Attorney’s review and recommendations.  All ayes carried the motion.

Retainer Agreement for Olson, Bzdok& Howard.
City Manager McConkie stated that he met with Christopher M. Bzdok of the Law Offices of Olson, Bzdok, & Howard.  The firm specializes in consulting services for environmental issues.

Mr. Bzdok prepared an agreement between the City of Saint Louis and Olson, Bzdok, & Howard for the investigation of the parties who may be liable to the City for response costs or damages related to the contamination in the amount not to exceed $10,000 plus expenses. 

Mayor Kubin thought that the City Council should table action on hiring the attorney since the State and Federal Legislators and the Velsicol Trust Fund have indicated that they are working to find funding to replace the wells.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve to table action on the Agreement between the City of Saint Louis and Olson, Bzdok, & Howard for the investigation of the parties who may be liable to the City for response costs or damages related to the contamination in the amount of $10,000.00 plus expenses for 90 days and authorize the City Manager to contact the attorney to let him know that the City Council wants to give the legislators some time to work on funding to replace the wells.   All ayes carried the motion.

Presentation of the 2006/2007 Budget.
City Manager McConkie presented the City Council with the 2006/2007 City of Saint Louis Budget and would have a narrative correspondence of the budget for the next meeting.  

City Manager McConkie thanked City Clerk Roehrs and Accounting Leader Kathy Smith for their hard work on inputting the data for the budget.  

The Library did submit a budget to him and he is proposing to increase the contribution from General Fund to the library by $6,000.00.  The library is planning on spending some of their fund balance for books and programs.  The library has submitted a request that the City Council assist the library in future years with a millage for operation.  

Two debts will be paid off in the next budget year the Special Assessment Bond Debt for Olive/Faro Court and the Fire Truck Loan.

The water, sewer, and electric revenues will not support the expenses for the funds and have proposed a 3% rate increase for now in the rates.  Need to have a substantial rate study done on water, sewer and electric and looking to have the Department of Rural Water assist city staff on a water system rate evaluation.   The electric rate evaluation needs to be done by consultants that have knowledge in the electric field due to the complexity of the industry. 

Mayor Kubin stated that he thought that the city could just do a straight percent across the board increase in the rates and save the money of the cost of a consultant to do an electric rate study.

City Clerk Roehrs agreed with City Manager McConkie that a consulting firm should do the electric rate study due to the many laws regulating the electric business.

City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council set a date and time for a special meeting in the month of May to discuss the Budget for 2006/2007.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve to set the date of Tuesday, May 23, 2006, at 7:30 a.m., to discuss the Budget for 2006/2007.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie reminded the City Council of the School/City Special Meeting on Monday, May 8, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. at the High School Media Center.

City Manager McConkie stated that the presentations to Youth in Local Government will be at the May 16th meeting.

City Manager McConkie stated that the Mill Street Bridge Repairs will start this Saturday through next Thursday.  EPA hired a contractor to resurface the street and bridge.  The road will be closed for the repairs.

The contractor for EPA doing the cleanup is having trouble stabilizing the bank by the bridge and would like to leave the steel in place on the west side of the bridge as a retaining wall but wants a waiver of liability from the city.   The city could make a fishing platform on the steel retaining wall.

Council Member Church stated that if the city did have a platform there, it would be a good place for the fire department to have a portable hydrant in case of a major fire to get water quickly.  He asked City Clerk Roehrs to discuss the matter with Fire Chief Apps.

City Manager McConkie stated that there has been some concern expressed to the cable consortium regarding the programming for Channel 3 and there is going to be a 90 day testing done of new programs so if the council has any comments about the programming contact Director Giles about them.

Mayor Kubin stated that DDA Director Hansen requested that the City Council set the date and time of Tuesday, May 16, 2006, at 7:30 a.m. to discuss the Community Block Development Grant Application for the Downtown Improvement Project.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to set the date of Tuesday, May 16, 2006, at 7:30 a.m. to discuss the Community Block Development Grant Application for the Downtown Improvement Project.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that the School Election yesterday went well.

Will be attending the Michigan Municipal Electric Association Conference next week in Marshall with City Manager McConkie, Utility Director Giles and Mike Parsons.

City Council Comments.

Council Member Kelly stated that he thought the council meeting this morning was very good.

Council Member Church stated that he heard that the fire department is buying a new tanker truck and thought that Supt. Abbott should look into purchasing the old tanker truck for putting chloride on the roads, watering flowers and flushing sewer lines.

Council Member Church stated that he observed the electric crew using the new boring machine and was happy about how well the equipment works.  

City Manager McConkie stated that he would let the council know the next time the electric department is using the machine so they can see it work.

Council Member Shrum stated that he has seen the boring machine being used and commended the electric department on their operation of the equipment.

Council Member Kelly stated that he appreciated the Chief of Police attending the council meetings.

Mayor Kubin welcomed Council Member Church back from his surgery.

Mayor Kubin stated that on May 9th he will be presenting the Student Award of Excellence at the High School along with his scholarship.

Council Member Allen stated that she received a request about auto bill payment for the city utility bills.

City Clerk Roehrs stated that the city has had auto bill payment for about three years.

Council Member Allen would like a reminder of the auto bill payment service in the city’s newsletter.

Council Member Allen would like the council to hold a workshop retreat to discuss city issues.

Council Member Shrum stated that he attended the Arbor Day Presentation at the Elementary School and he was very impressed with the program the children did. 

Mayor Kubin stated that if any council members would like to give any of the city’s ceremonies throughout the year to let him know.

City Manager McConkie asked Police Chief Herblet to give a report of his department.

Police Chief Herblet stated that the department has been very busy.  Training a new part-time police officer and she is doing very well.  Introducing some new changes to the department and the officers are accepting them.  He stated that he was pleased to be working for St. Louis.

Mayor Kubin stated that he received good comments about him attending the DDA meeting.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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May 8, 2006

The Special Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council with the Saint Louis School Board of Education was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Monday, May 8, 2006, at 7:00 p.m., in the Saint Louis High School Media Room.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:


Bob Lang







Superintendent



Mike Morris







School Board Member


Vicki Ross







School Board Member


Tracy Ross







School Board Member


Felica Maxon







School Board Member


Dave Best







School Board Member



Peg Boyd







Library Board Trustee


Kim White







Librarian

Mayor Kubin stated that the special meeting was called to discuss sharing cost ideas between the city and school and other city and school issues.

City Manager McConkie told the School Board that the City is revising their Five Year Parks and Recreation Plan which allows the city to request funding from the DNR for recreation improvements.  The city’s recreation plan has always included joint projects with the school and invited any person in the school district to participate at the public hearing on May 16, from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. to give their comments on community recreation.  If someone cannot attend the public hearing they can submit written comments to the city.

City Manager McConkie stated that the Westgate School property has been identified as a potential site for a new city well and wanted to know what the feeling of the School Board was if the site is feasible.  

Supt. Lang stated that the board was considering using the building for a latchkey program or alternate education.  Would have to consider the proposed location of the well on the property.

City Manager McConkie stated that the city would need at least 200’ x 200’ to isolate the well. The city would like to test the site and would like to discuss the matter further with Supt. Lang.  

City Manager McConkie stated that there has been a 90 day trial period merger for the Cable TV access Channel 3 being broadcasted out of the Mt. Pleasant studio.  There is concern about loosing local control of the Gratiot County programming if all the broadcasting is going to be done at Mt. Pleasant.  Will check into the matter for more information. 

Mayor Kubin stated that there has been some discussion on consolidating the city library with the school library if it is at all possible to help save costs.

Library Trustee Boyd stated that she was against consolidating the two libraries because she feels that it would have a negative impact on the community.

Librarian White stated that selecting books for the city library would be harder because the school has to meet certain criteria with their book selection.  Could share catalogue data base information between the libraries but combining facilities to save cost would be a bad idea.  Currently see about 400 elementary school students a month but could improve on serving older students.  It could be possible to have a book loan program where the high school students would request books from the city library and the books would be distributed to the students.  A meeting between City Manager McConkie, Supt. Lang, Librarian Wilson and Librarian White would be set to discuss sharing library services.

City Manager McConkie stated that the council recently had a special meeting with their consultants on May 3rd to discuss alternate water supply solutions.  Finding large water source for this area is difficult due to the geographical structure.  Some areas that have been identified for new well sites on are Cheesman Road and Begole Road.  No decision has been made yet as to where the new wells will be located.

Supt. Lang stated that a new roof was put on the Westgate School and everything in the school was taken out and cleaned.  The building is in great shape and looking at ways to provide resources to the community by utilizing the school.  A latch key program is one way of using the school and will be sending out a survey soon to parents to see if there is an interest for the program.  The school board is also considering an alternate education program at the location.

Supt. Lang stated that the School Board is considering only allowing the Links Program that sends students to Germany every year, every other year like the Spanish Class trips to Mexico.  By only going to Germany every two years saves cost and keeps the program affordable for the school so the program doesn’t get eliminated.  

Supt. Lang gave the city officials a copy of the school’s demographic report which gives information on the families living in the school district.

Supt. Lang stated that the school year next fall does not start until after Labor Day and in order to end the school year on time the school day will be extended to 61/2 hours a day.

Supt. Lang stated that the senior’s last day at school is Thursday, May 11th and graduation is May 25th.

The following items were discussed for cost sharing between the city and school.

· The school is buying their salt from the city.

· City share facilities with the school such as the mechanic and bus garage.

· City flower planting by FFA students and using the school’s greenhouse.

Mayor Kubin suggested that City Manager McConkie and Supt. Lang meet 3 or 4 times a year to discuss items that could save the city and school funds by sharing the cost.

The next meeting with the City Officials and School Board Members will be held sometime in the fall.

 Meeting adjourned at 9:03 p.m.
Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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May16, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, May 16, 2006, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, 





Council Members Absent:
William E. Shrum (excused)

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun


Patrick Herblet






Police Chief


Kurt Giles







Utilities Director


Phil Hansen







DDA Director 


Erica Goff







Gratiot County Herald


Craig Evans







Lieutenant


Jan Bunting







County Commissioner


Fred Towersey






Cable Consortium


Kevin Palmer





202
E. 
Washington Ave.

Council Member Kelly led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve the minutes of the special meeting held on May 3, 2006, subject to the correction on page 182 paragraph 6 line 3 the word “that” should be removed from the last sentence.    All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on May 3, 2006, subject to the following correction on page 187 paragraph 4 line 3 should read “$10,000.00 plus expenses”.   All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.

City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $300,284.28.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports for the Month of April 2006.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to receive and place on file the April 2006 Monthly Reports.  All ayes carried the motion.

Communications.


City Manager McConkie stated that he gave the council a copy of the correspondence sent to Lt. Voltz giving MAGNET notice until June 30th of being in compliance as the city being the fiduciary.  A follow up letter was received from MAGNET correcting the necessary items needed to comply with the city being fiduciary.  Hope to have all of the items corrected soon.

City Manager McConkie stated that he received updated information on the inmate’s law suit from the Mid-Michigan Correctional Facility.  

The city received a copy of the letter from a resident at 521 Teman Street regarding abandon vehicles on Sharon Street and Teman Street.  The matter was forwarded to the police department to handle the complaint.

Correspondence was received from Mark Duflo inviting city officials to the Gratiot County Central Dispatch Open House of the new facility on May 17th at 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.     

Correspondence was received from DDA Director Hansen regarding his meeting with the attorney on the Façade Grant Program.  Attorney Costanzo stated that the City Council just needs to adopt a resolution authorizing the program.

Public Hearing – CDBG Grant Application.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:48 a.m. for discussion on the Community Development Block Grant Application for the Downtown Infrastructure Project to the Michigan State Housing Development Authority Community Assistance Team.  

DDA Director Hansen stated that the city is requesting funds in the amount of $100,000.00 with a local match of $25,000.00 for Downtown St. Louis Improvements for parking and alley improvements for the River Rock Project.

There was no opposition heard on the matter.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:53 a.m.

Resolution 2006-06 to Authorize CDBG Grant Application.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council adopt Resolution 2006-06 to Authorize the City of Saint Louis to submit a Community Development Block Grant Application for the Downtown Infrastructure Project to the Michigan State Housing Development Authority Community Assistance Team in the amount of $100,000.00 with the City of St. Louis to match $25,000.00 as local share of the project. 

The following resolution was moved by Member Church and supported by Member Allen:


WHEREAS, the St. Louis Downtown Improvements Project will create additional parking and access to a proposed development project at 401 North Mill Street by requesting $100,000 in CDBG funds from the Michigan State Housing Development Authority with the City of Saint Louis to match local funds of $25,000, and;


WHEREAS, the proposed project is consistent with the local community development plan as described in the Application, and;


WHEREAS, that at least 51% of the beneficiaries of the proposed project would be low and moderate income persons, and;


WHEREAS, no project costs, either CDBG or non-CDBG, will be incurred prior to a formal grant award, completion of the environmental review procedures and formal, written authorization to incur costs is received from the Michigan State Housing Development Authority’s Community Assistance Team.


NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of St. Louis City Council hereby authorizes a Michigan CDBG Application authorizes City Manager Robert McConkie to sign the Application forms.

YEAS:

Church, Allen, Kelly, Kubin
NAYS:
None
ABSTAIN:
None
ABSENT: 
Shrum
RESOLUTION ADOPTED





Public Comments.
City Manager McConkie stated that Fred Towersey and Bill Mayes were invited to attend the meeting to discuss the merger of the Cable Channel 3 TV programming merging with the Mt. Pleasant broadcasting.  

Fred Towersey stated that he represents the Citizens of Alma on the Cable Consortium and he has gathered over 1200 signatures on petitions opposing the merger of Gratiot County Cable 3 TV programming with Mt. Pleasant.  There is concern that local control will be lost.  During the 90-day trial period that ends May 31st
there has been programming errors with the Gratiot County information.

The local broadcasting provides programs such as educational programs for the schools, school Christmas programs, city programs, historical programs, the school band events, community bulletin board and library programs.  Would like the City Council to pass the resolution presented to them to oppose the Mid-Michigan Area Cable Consortium Consolidation of Head Ends.

Utility Director Giles stated that some of the reasons consolidation is being considered are the operation costs of one studio instead of two, also the signal could be upgraded, could have around the clock programming, and one of the goals of the consortium is to consolidate services.  He received only two comments one from Brad Vibber and the other from Bill Mayes opposing the merger because they were concerned of loosing local control.  The Gratiot County programming time will remain the same time from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

City Manager McConkie stated that Greg Sefka contacted him to let him know that with the merger the radio station has to give a two week notice to get programs broadcasted and that is not likely to happen.  Eugene Nikkari and a couple of other people contacted him opposing the merger.

Mayor Kubin agreed that he was concerned about loosing local control.

The following resolution was moved by member Church and supported by member Allen:

WHEREAS, the Mid-Michigan Area Cable Consortium has taken control away from the Gratiot Studio, which has had a damaging effect on local programming and reduced and even limited some Gratiot County area public service announcements on the Community Bulletin Board.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this city/township council hereby affirms its support to its citizens and requests the Mid Michigan Area Cable Consortium Board to revert broadcast operations along with the needed equipment to the Gratiot Studio by the end of the 90-day trial period, May 31, 2006.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Mid Michigan Area Cable Consortium Board.

YEAS:

Church, Allen, Kelly, Kubin, Allen

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN:
None

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.
New Business.
Presentation to Youth in Local Government Student.
Brittany Reed was not available to attend the meeting and arrangements will be made to have her at another council meeting so Mayor Kubin can present the Local Government Student Award to her.

Adopt Resolution 2006-05 to Authorize Property Sale.
DDA Hansen stated that the City of Saint Louis and the Heaven Group, LLC have agreed on a purchase price for the two former DMH properties in the amount of $5,000.00 and requested that the City Council adopt Resolution 2006-05 to authorize the property sale.

Council Member Kelly requested that all future property sales by the city have a map of the property attached to the documents so the location of the property can be reviewed.

RESOLUTION REGARDING SALE OF PREMISES


TO ALMOST HEAVEN GROUP, LLC
The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Allen and supported by Member Kelly.

WHEREAS, the City is the owner of premises in the Scenic Heights Addition to the City described in Exhibit A attached hereto, and

WHEREAS, such premises are presently vacant and nonproductive and require periodic maintenance by City staff, and


WHEREAS, such premises are hereby determined “surplus property not susceptible to public use,” and that such premises are not a park, cemetery or any part thereof for purposes of city charter Sec. 15.1, and 

WHEREAS, the premises are adjacent to premises owned by Almost Heaven Group, LLC, and 

WHEREAS, Almost Heaven Group, LLC and its tenants presently utilizes Virginia Street, a residential street within the City, as its primary access for heavy truck traffic, and

WHEREAS, Almost Heaven Group, LLC has indicated its desire to acquire the premises described in Exhibit A, and

WHEREAS, Almost Heaven Group, LLC is the owner of additional premises in Scenic Heights Addition which is adjacent to the City’s industrial park described in Exhibit B attached hereto, which it wishes to convey to City, and

WHEREAS, the acquisition of premises described in Exhibit A by Almost Heaven Group, LLC will allow the construction of a driveway providing direct access by Almost Heaven Group, LLC and its tenants to Jackson Road, thus alleviating heavy truck traffic on a residential street,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City enter into a purchase and exchange agreement to convey the premises described in Exhibit A to Almost Heaven Group, LLC in consideration of the payment of the sum of FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($5,000.00) in cash at closing, together with conveyance by Almost Heaven Group, LLC (by good and valuable warranty deed conveying marketable title in fee simple) of the premises described in Exhibit B to the City, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City reserve an easement, to be described by survey, across the northern 66 feet of the premises described in Exhibit A.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the mayor and clerk are authorized to execute all documents necessary to conclude such transaction.
AYES:

Allen, Kelly, Church, Kubin

NAYS:
None

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.
Purchase of Police Vehicle Equipment.
City Manager McConkie requested authorization to purchase equipment for the new 2007 Ford Crown Victoria that will be purchased after July 1, 2006.   The current fiscal year budget equipment line item would pay the cost of the equipment in the amount of $10,450.00.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve the purchase of 2007 Patrol Vehicle Equipment in the amount of $10,450.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Adopt Resolution 2006-07 to Authorize the Facade Grant Program.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council adopt Resolution 2006-07 to Authorize the Downtown Development Authority Façade Incentive Grant Program.

The following resolution was moved by Member Kubin and supported by Member Church:


WHEREAS, downtown revitalization is a vital component of the City’s comprehensive development program, and;


WHEREAS, it is important for the City of St. Louis to encourage improvement of its downtown structures in order to insure strong neighborhoods and promote the City’s long-term health.


WHEREAS, the City Council appointed the Downtown Development Authority to assist and advise building owners with exterior maintenance and improvement of their property and to administer an exterior incentive program, and;


WHEREAS, the City Council desires to adopt the policy that has been recommended by the Downtown Development Authority, which reflects their commitment to neighborhood improvement in the community.


NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of St. Louis City Council hereby adopts the Downtown Development Authority Facade Incentive Program attached hereto.

YEAS:

Kubin, Church, Allen, Kelly
NAYS:
None
ABSTAIN:
None
ABSENT: 
Shrum

RESOLUTION ADOPTED.



 

Approve the Cost of WWTP Secondary Clarifier Repairs.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the Secondary Clarifier Repairs at the Wastewater Treatment Plant by U.S. Filter in an amount not to exceed $15,000.00.

Moved by Church, supported by Allen, to approve the Secondary Clarifier Repairs at the Wastewater Treatment Plant by U.S. Filter in an amount not to exceed $15,000.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Request for 5K Run.
City Manager McConkie stated that the City received a request from Kevin Palmer to hold a five kilometer road run in St. Louis on July 29, 2006, at 9:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m.  The race would be on the city streets north of M-46 and the streets involved would have to be closed during that time for about an hour.

Kevin Palmer stated that he would like to host a 5K Run and would like the city to close the streets that would be involved with the race.

Council Member Kelly expressed concern about there being 34 intersections that would have to be blocked off during the race.

City Manager McConkie stated that he thought with the Police Department and Fire Department that there would be enough man power to traffic the intersections.

Lieutenant Evans did not think that there would be a problem to police the event.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Church, to approve the request from Kevin Palmer to hold a five kilometer road run in St. Louis on July 29, 2006, at 9:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m. subject to coordinating the event with the Police Department.  All ayes carried the motion.

Mayor Kubin thanked Kevin Palmer for taking on the event.

City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie stated that the city has not received a request from the V.F.W. for authorization on the Memorial Day Parade Route and to discharge fire arms within the city.  Would like the City Council to authorize the same parade route that has been used in the past and approve the discharge of fire arms because anticipate that the request will be received too late for the council to take action on the matter.

Council Member Church wanted to know if the Mill Street Bridge would be open by the parade.

City Manager McConkie stated that he would have Director Giles make arrangements for the bridge to be open.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve authorization for the Memorial Day Parade Route and the discharge of fire arms on Monday, May 29, 2006, subject to the Police Chief’s approval.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that as part of the HAVA voting requirements that she will be submitting a grant application to the State of Michigan to purchase one accessible voting systems which the State of Michigan has made a requirement for the August 2006 Primary Election.

She requested authorization to submit the grant application to the State of Michigan and to authorize her as the grant manager.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve authorization for City Clerk Roehrs to submit the HAVA Grant Agreement to the State of Michigan for the purchase of one accessible voting system to cover the cost of the purchase of the equipment.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Council Comments.

Mayor Kubin stated that he received response from the EPA on the questions that were asked during the meeting with EPA, DEQ, Representative Camp and other State Officials.  Would like thank you notes sent to all those that attended the meeting and a special thank you to Representative Dave Camp for setting up the meeting.

Council Member Kelly requested that the podium and microphone be made available for the audience recognition during council meetings.

Council Member Kelly stated that he recently saw radar guns for sale at the price of $140 and it bothered him that the public is able to purchase these guns.

Lieutenant Evans stated that those particular radar guns are used for car racing speeds, detecting baseball speed and other miscellaneous uses but are not certified for ticket issuing purposes.  

Council Member Church stated that Lieutenant Evans was doing a report for the four-way stop crossing at W. Saginaw Street and N. Mill Street and wondered if the report was completed.

Lieutenant Evans stated that he is waiting for DDA Director to gather costs and designs for the intersection.

Council Member Church stated that he noticed that cars continue to pass vehicles on the right at the corner of Devon Drive and M-46.

Lieutenant Evans stated that passing on the right at that location is enforceable and when extra police are available do patrol that area more.

Mayor Kubin stated that there is one spot by his store where a tree was removed but the sidewalk was not filled in.  He received a complaint about someone stepping into hole.

DDA Director Hansen will check on the sidewalk.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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May 23, 2006

The Special Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, May 23, 2006, at 7:40 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others Present:

Kim White and Dave McMacken

City Manager McConkie reviewed the 2006-07 proposed Budget with the City Council.

The city’s financial condition is not in the best of shape but General Fund is stable because of the Administrative Overhead fee that is being transferred from the utility funds.  The total amount that General Fund will receive from the utility funds is $354,196.  

The Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund interest will not be transferred out for operations in order to build up the reserves in that fund.

Major Street is in good shape.  Have not projected any transfer out to Local Street because that fund has a substantial fund balance.  At the next council meeting will have Utility Director Giles present a multiple street construction plan for the council’s review.

Funds have been accumulating in Local Street and plan on spending $201,000 for street projects next year on Corinth and Franklin Streets.

The City Council created the Capital Improvement Fund by resolution to finance city projects with 2.4% of the gross sales from the utility funds and make bond debt payments.  

The DDA Fund is having a little trouble because of the Brownfield projects taking revenues away from the fund.  In order to fund the Façade Program that the City Council approved for $10,000 have reduced the DDA contribution to $4,000 for the G.O. Bond Debt Payment and will be taking $40,000 out of the Capital Improvement Fund.

MAGNET provides the City with a budget as the fiduciary and we adopt their budget.  

The Library Fund is anticipating a reduction in penal fines and want to continue to increase services.  The library board requested that the city increase their contribution from $26,500 to $32,500 for 2006-07 budget and have proposed that increase from General Fund to the Library Fund in the budget.  Librarian White submitted a letter to the council summarizing the financial costs of operating the library and expressed the need to have a stable source of funding like a millage on the city property taxes.  City Council did not want to proceed with a millage unless the matter went to a vote of the residents.

Council Member Church stated that he does not want the city residents to have to pay a millage for the library when the township residents are not being charged any fee.

Librarian White stated that if revenues are not increased the library would have to cut operation hours and programs at the library.  Also, there is discussion with other libraries in the county to have a joint action on charging township residents a service fee.  If we implemented a fee and the other libraries don’t then the township residents would go to another library for free service.

The consensus of the City Council was to consider proceeding with a library millage next year.  

City Manager McConkie stated that once the city receives the amount owed from the State of Michigan for the swimming pool grant he proposed to close out the Swimming Pool Grant Fund and transfer the remaining amount in the fund to a restricted reserve account in General Fund.

Council Member Allen expressed concern about the funds being transferred and not being able to track the  funds in the future.  That money has been designated for the bath house improvements and should used for that purpose.

City Manager McConkie stated that the restricted reserve would be identified for the pool so the council could track the money and the funds could not be spent unless city council approved the transaction.

The Electric Fund is not in bad shape but do have to consider a rate increase.  The reserve balance is not funded as it should be.  DaCott Energy is preparing a cost proposal for the electric rate study and should have that for the next council meeting.

The Water/Sewer Fund is in bad shape there should have been a rate increase in this fund a couple of years ago but nothing was done.  In the last few years there have been some major capital outlay projects completed in this fund the revenues were not increased to cover the expense.  Have proposed a 3% rate increase for water and sewer but do not think that is enough to cover the operating cost increases.  

Council Member Allen stated that the impact on the city residents might be too high if utility rates are increased and the city levies a mill for the library.

Mayor Kubin wanted to know what the surrounding cities were charging for their utilities and wanted to make sure that our electric rates are compared with Consumers Energy because the city has to keep their rates lower.

City Manager McConkie stated that he would review the budget with Utility Director Giles and have a list of improvements for next year with a summary.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 10:09 a.m.  All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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June 6, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, June 6, 2006, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum





Council Members Absent:
Jerry Church (excused)

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun


Patrick Herblet






Police Chief


Craig Evans







Lieutenant

Council Member Shrum led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the special meeting held on May 8, 2006.   All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on May 16, 2006 subject to the corrections on page 194 paragraph 3 line 3 should read “city being the”, and on page 196 paragraph 8 should read “Almost Heaven Group, LLC” .   All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the minutes of the special meeting held on May 23, 2006 subject to the correction on page 202 paragraph 7 line 2 should read “should be used”.   All ayes carried the motion. 

Claims & Accounts.

City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $316,469.97.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for the Month of May 2006.

The City Council requested that the Housing Director’s Report be included with the Housing Commission Meeting Minutes.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to receive and place on file the May 2006 Monthly Board Minutes.  All ayes carried the motion.

Communications.


City Manager McConkie stated that he received a copy of the correspondence that Richard Prestage, Administrator of the Schnepp Health Care Center sent to Mark Duflo regarding his facility not being notified about Tornado Warnings.  There is also a response letter from Mark Duflo to Richard Prestage regarding the policies and procedures on Severe Thunderstorm and Tornado Warning notification.

City Manager McConkie stated that City Council was given a copy of the Conference Call Summary on the Sentry Well Plan held on April 27, 2006.

City Manager McConkie stated that he received a response letter from Representative Hummel on House Bill 5895.

City Manager McConkie stated that he gave the City Council a copy of the Michigan Downtown Association Article that features Phil Hansen Executive Director of the Organization.

City Manager McConkie stated that he gave the City Council copies of the thank-you letters that went out to those officials that attended the meeting on April 24th.  

City Manager McConkie stated that the city was notified about a drain special assessment for the city to be levied.

City Council requested that contact be made with the Drain Commissioner’s office to find what the city is going to be assessed at large for the drain special assessment and for how many years.

Mayor Kubin stated that he received correspondence from John Leister at 304 Devon Drive regarding water backing up into his basement during the scheduled city wide power shut off on May 16, 2006 because his sump pump could not run.

City Manager McConkie stated that city hall was not notified of the any problem and Mr. Leister did not submit any supporting documents to his claim.  If proper documents are submitted the city could send a claim to our insurance carrier but could not guarantee that they would pay for the damages.

City Council wanted City Manager McConkie to send a letter to Mr. Leister with options that he could have taken during the power outage to prevent water backing up into his basement such as a battery operated sump pump and that he was notified in advance to prepare for the outage. 

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve authorization for the City Manager and City Staff to send a letter to Mr. Leister to acquire documents on the water back up in his basement so a claim can be filed with the city’s insurance carrier and to let the City Council know what the results of the claim are.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Hearing – 2006/2007 Budget and Millage.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:20 p.m. for discussion on the Proposed 2006/2007 Fiscal Year Budget and the 2006 Millage Rate.  

City Manager McConkie reviewed the 2006/2007 Fiscal Year Budget with the City Council.

General Fund is okay for the next year but won’t be for upcoming years if BCBS Health Insurance costs continue to increase.  There was a 15% rate increase this year in health premiums and currently looking at alternatives to current health care plans.

The General Fund received a long term advance from Electric Fund of $200,000 for the swimming pool construction and would like the City Council to forgive $100,000 of the advance at the next council meeting.

A $15,000 dock project for the city property on Michigan Avenue has been allocated in the Parks & Recreation Budget.

Major Street is in good shape and some milling and resurfacing projects have been allocated for Hubbard Street the northerly 770 feet, College Place from Mill Street to Prospect and N. Franklin Street the 100 Block.  There will be street preservation done on all of Woodside Drive and on Michigan Avenue from Hazel to State Street.  The total maintenance project costs for the year is $111,000.

Local Street is also in good shape and plan on milling and resurfacing the following streets; Corinth from Olive Road to Cemetery entrance, N. Watson the 200 and 300 Block and S. Franklin Street from Walnut to Hazel at an estimated cost of $87,000.

The Public Capital Improvement Fund was established by the City Council according to Section 11.7 of the City Charter stating that every public utility shall pay part of the cost of improvement or maintenance of streets, alleys, bridges or public places that may arise from the use by utilities.  In the current budget the electric fund has been putting 2.4% of the gross sales into this fund but starting in July water, sewer and solid waste will also be transferring revenue.  Money then will be transferred to either Major or Local Street Fund or a Capital Project fund to finance a portion of any grant match or a Debt Service Fund. Due to the decreased revenue in the TIFA Fund $40,000 in this fund will pay the Parking Lot Debt Bond.

The revenue collection in the Downtown Development Authority Fund has decreased over the last couple of years due to the reduction of losses from the Greenland Place, Car Wash and the Discount Tire.   The Brownfield Authority is capturing the new values of the car wash and the tire store.

There is an inter-local agreement with the State of Michigan, Counties of Gratiot and Shiawasse and Cities of Owosso, Alma and St. Louis to form MAGNET a drug enforcement agency. Saint Louis is the fiduciary and is required to adopt their budget.

The Library Budget did not change since the preliminary discussion the City Council had with Library Director White.

Mayor Kubin wanted to know what the process was to levy one mill on the city summer property taxes for the library.

City Clerk Roehrs will review the information the attorney gave her on the matter.

City Manager McConkie stated that he would like to close the Swimming Pool Grant Fund once the grant is closed and transfer the money to General Fund as Restricted Reserves for the Swimming Pool Bathhouse Improvement.

The Electric Fund rates seem to be sufficient for now and have not included a rate increase in the budget.  A proposal is being presented to the council tonight to consider action on hiring consultants to conduct an electric rate study and if the council approves the proposal will have the study done as soon as possible.

The Water and Sewer Fund is in bad shape and at this point there is a lack of funds due to projects that have been done over the past several years and rates have not been increased to cover the operation costs.  

City Manager McConkie recommended a 5.5% rate increase as of July 1, 2006 for the August 1st utility billing statement.  

The monthly solid waste rate will increase from $8.57 to $8.83 per customer according to the contract and recommended the residential yard waste monthly fee be increased from $5.50 to $8.75.  

The Motorpool Fund generates revenue from renting equipment to other funds and that revenue covers the cost of equipment replacement and maintenance.

There was no opposition heard on the matter.

Mayor Kubin stated that City Manager McConkie makes the budget more understandable every year for the council and thanked him for his presentation.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7: 46 p.m.

Public Comments.
None
New Business.
Adopt Resolution 2006-09 Regarding U.S. 27 Heritage Route.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council adopt Resolution 2006-09 to support the nomination of U.S. 27 as a heritage route and encourage MDOT to designate the heritage route.

The following resolution was moved by Member Allen and supported by Member Shrum.           

WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), pursuant to the Heritage Route Act of 1993 (P.A. 69 of 1993), is empowered to designate scenic, recreational, and historic highways in the state, and;


WHEREAS, the public highway known as U.S. 27 extending within the City of St. Louis exhibits exceptional scenic/recreational/historic quality and passes through an area of significant regional importance, and; 


WHEREAS, we understand a study has been undertaken which assesses the quality of and documents the character and features of the U.S. 27 highway corridor, and; 


WHEREAS, it is intended that the study be forwarded to MDOT in order to nominate U.S. 27 as a heritage route.


NOW , THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of St. Louis City Council enthusiastically supports the nomination of U.S. 27 as a heritage route and authorizes including this resolution with the nomination documents, and;


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the St. Louis City Council hereby requests and encourages the MDOT to quickly designate U.S. 27 as a heritage route.

AYES:

Allen, Shrum, Kelly, Kubin
NAYS:
None
RESOLUTION ADOPTED.







     

Middle of Mitten Request.
City Manager McConkie stated that the Middle of the Mitten Association submitted a request to have a Hospitality Tent on Saturday, July 1, 2006, from 6:00 p.m. to 12 midnight on the city’s property at the corner of Mill and North Street.

The City Council discussed the matter with Police Chief Herblet.

Police Chief Herblet stated that he felt that the hospitality tent hours should be from 4:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. instead of 6:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m.

City Clerk Roehrs asked if the city was going to be added as a rider for the insurance liability coverage for the event.

Lieutenant Evans stated that the Area Chamber will be providing the liability insurance and will include the city as a rider.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve authorization for the Mitten Association to have a Hospitality Tent on Saturday, July 1, 2006, from 4:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. on the city’s property at the corner of Mill and North Street.  

AYES:

Allen, Shrum, Kubin

NAYS:
Kelly

Motion carried.

Approve Final Payment to Kent Power-Isolation Switch.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve Final Payment to Kent Power, Inc. for Sub Station Isolation Switch Installation in the amount of $11,316.00.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve Final Payment to Kent Power, Inc. for Sub Station Isolation Switch Installation in the amount of $11,316.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Rowe, Inc. for GASB 34.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to Rowe, Inc. for Infrastructure Inventory GASB 34 Professional Services in an amount not to exceed $7,520.00.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve payment to Rowe, Inc. for Infrastructure Inventory GASB 34 Professional Services in an amount not to exceed $7,520.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to United Kiser for Hydro #6.
City Manager requested approval for payment to United Kiser Services for Hydro #6 Investigation in the amount of $6,040.00.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve payment to United Kiser Services for Hydro #6 Investigation in the amount of $6,040.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to AKT Peerless-Phase II Tester/Hagen Property.

City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to AKT Peerless for Phase II Site Investigation at the Tester/Hagen Property in the amount of $14,004.98 to be reimbursed from EPA Assessment Grant.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve payment to AKT Peerless for Phase II Site Investigation at the Tester/Hagen Property in the amount of $14,004.98 to be reimbursed from EPA Assessment Grant.  All ayes carried the motion.

Electric Rate Study Proposal.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the Proposal from DaCott Energy for Electric Rate Study in the amount of $12,000.00 plus travel expenses.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the Proposal from DaCott Energy for Electric Rate Study in the amount of $12,000.00 plus travel expenses.  All ayes carried the motion.

Authorization for Property Transfer Agreement to Bethany Township.
City Manager McConkie requested authorization to present Bethany Township a Land Transfer Agreement under Act 425 to provide utility services for the property of Richter Auto Sales. 
Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve authorization for the City Manager to present the Contract for Conditional Transfer of Property Pursuant to Public Act 425, 1984 as Amended between the City of Saint Louis and Bethany Township for the Richter Auto Sales Property.  All ayes carried the motion.

Authorization for Property Transfer Agreement to Bethany Township.
City Manager McConkie requested authorization to present Bethany Township a Land Transfer Agreement under Act 425 for the Smith Farm property enabling the city to receive grant money for development of a park or recreational area.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve authorization for the City Manager to present the Contract for Conditional Transfer of Property Pursuant to Public Act 425, 1984 as Amended between the City of Saint Louis and Bethany Township for the Smith Farm Property.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Underground Electric Cable for Inventory.

City Manager McConkie requested authorization to purchase 5000’ of Underground Wire from Resco in the amount of $8,800.00 for inventory.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve the purchase of 5000’ of Underground Wire from Resco in the amount of $8,800.00 for inventory.  All ayes carried the motion.

Discussion of Proposal for Hydrogeological Investigations.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council table action on the Proposal from FTC&h for Hydrogeological Investigations of a Potential Well Field Site in the amount of $55,000.00 until the next meeting to give him time to investigate funding sources for the project. 

Moved by Kubin, supported by Allen, to approve to table action the Proposal from FTC&h for Hydrogeological Investigations of a Potential Well Field Site in the amount of $55,000.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Adoption of the City Budget for Fiscal Year 2006/2007.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council adopt Resolution 2006-10 to Authorize the 2006-07 Budget.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Shrum and supported by Member Kelly.

CITY OF SAINT LOUIS

2006-2007 Budget

ADOPTING RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the City Manager has submitted and filed with the City Council a proposed budget estimating revenues and expenditures for 2005-2006 fiscal year on May 3, 2006, as required by Chapter VII, Section 7 of the City Charter and Act 2, Michigan Public Acts of 1968, as amended, and

WHEREAS, the City Council in accordance with Act 621 Michigan Public Acts of 1978, as amended, has set the date June 4, 2006 for a public hearing at 7:00 o'clock PM, or as soon thereafter as the agenda permits, to receive citizen comment on the proposed budget as presented herein.  A copy of the affidavit of publication of said public hearing is on file with the City Clerk.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council, after such hearing thereon and consideration thereof, does hereby adopt said budget as represented herein and fixes the tax of 15 mills for general operating purposes, to be raised by a general ad valorem tax upon owners of Real and Personal Property in the City, by the authority granted, and in accordance with the Michigan Constitution, the General Property Tax Act 206, Michigan Public Acts of 1893, as amended, and City Charter, Chapter VII, subject to limitations therein.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Treasurer be authorized and directed to make such transfers between the various funds in accordance with the adoption of the budget as follows, and


GENERAL FUND
WHEREAS, the City Manager has submitted and filed with the City Council a proposed budget estimating revenues and expenditures for 2005-2006 fiscal year on May 3, 2006, as required by Chapter VII, Section 7 of the City Charter and Act 2, Michigan Public Acts of 1968, as amended, and

WHEREAS, the City Council in accordance with Act 621 Michigan Public Acts of 1978, as amended, has set the date June 4, 2006 for a public hearing at 7:00 o'clock PM, or as soon thereafter as the agenda permits, to receive citizen comment on the proposed budget as presented herein.  A copy of the affidavit of publication of said public hearing is on file with the City Clerk.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council, after such hearing thereon and consideration thereof, does hereby adopt said budget as represented herein and fixes the tax of 15 mills for general operating purposes, to be raised by a general ad valorem tax upon owners of Real and Personal Property in the City, by the authority granted, and in accordance with the Michigan Constitution, the General Property Tax Act 206, Michigan Public Acts of 1893, as amended, and City Charter, Chapter VII, subject to limitations therein.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Treasurer be authorized and directed to make such transfers between the various funds in accordance with the adoption of the budget as follows, and


GENERAL FUND
REVENUES                         
                         
EXPENDITURES

                                                  
Taxes
$    657,400
General Government
$     556,853

License & Permits
35,600
Public Safety
672,280

Federal Grants
150,000
Public Works
166,940

State Grants
545,320
Community & Economic Development
254,250

Charge For Services
50,160
Recreation & Culture
109,310

Fines
13,000
Debt Service
10,599

Interest and Rents
28,650
Other Financing Uses
48,500
Other Revenues
37,050



Other Financing Sources
270,250


From Fund Balance
31,302



Total Revenues
$1,818,732
Total Expenditures
$1,818,732


CEMETERY PERPETUAL CARE FUND
REVENUES                                                   

EXPENDITURES

                                                    
State Grants
$  0
General Government
$    0

Interest
6,000
Other Financing Uses
0
Other Revenues
2,000

From Fund Balance
    0
To fund Balance
8,000 
Total Revenues
$  8,000
Total Expenditures
$    8,000

MAJOR STREET FUND
REVENUES                                                   

EXPENDITURES

                                                    
State Grants
$  243,500
Highways Streets & Bridges
$    255,480

Interest
4,000
Other Financing Uses
12,000
Other Revenues
16,500

From Fund Balance
    3,480

 
Total Revenues
$  267,480
Total Expenditures
$    267,480


LOCAL STREET FUND
REVENUES                                                   

EXPENDITURES

                                                    

State Grants
$    102,000
Highways, Streets & Bridges
$     201,450
Interest
6,000



Other Revenues
     500

Other financing Sources
      12,000
From Fund Balance
80,950

            

Total Revenues
$    201,450
Total Expenditures
$     201,450
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
REVENUES                                                   

EXPENDITURES

                                                   
Interest
$       2,500
Other Uses
$      40,000


Other Sources
1,050
To Fund Balance
88,100
Total Revenues
128,100
Total Expenditures
128,100

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
REVENUES                                                   

EXPENDITURES

                                                   
Taxes
$     22,000
Community & Economic Dev.
$      18,400
            

Interest
300
Other Uses
4,000


From Fund Balance
100


Total Revenues
$     22,400
Total Expenditures
     $      22,400


DRUG ENFORCEMENT FUND
REVENUES                                                   

EXPENDITURES

                                                   
Intergovernmental
$     22,000
Public Safety
$               107,150

Fines & Forfeits            
15,500

Interest
500



Other Revenues
69,150
To Fund Balance
0


Total Revenues
$   107,150
Total Expenditures
$      107,150

T.A. CUTLER MEMORIAL LIBRARY
REVENUES                                                   

EXPENDITURES

                                                   
State Grants
3,500
Recreation & Culture
$ 181,880            

Contributions – Local Units
600

Charges for Services
1,500



Fines & Forfeits
$   105,000



Interest & Rents
2,000



Other Revenues
6,000
 
Other Sources
32,500

From Fund Balance
30,780
Total Revenues
$   181,880
Total Expenditures
$ 181,880

Ayes:
Shrum, Kelly, Allen, Kubin

                                                    

Nays:

None

Absent:

Church

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve to Levy the 2006 Summer Millage Rate of 13.4317 for the City of Saint Louis.  All ayes carried the motion.
City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve authorization for the fireworks display permit issued to  Carl Neuenfeldt for the fireworks display at the Mill Street Bridge over the Pine River on Saturday, July 1, 2006 at dusk.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve authorization for the fireworks display permit issued to  Carl Neuenfeldt for the fireworks display at the Mill Street Bridge over the Pine River on Saturday, July 1, 2006 at dusk.  

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that any council member wanting to go to the Rural Urban Day Event should contact her.

City Council Comments.

Council Member Kelly wanted to know if the swimming pool was up and running with the proper venting needed for the gas heater.

City Manager McConkie stated that the pool is open and everything is operating properly.

Council Member Allen wanted to know if the window in the bath house was fixed yet.

City Manager McConkie stated that he would check on the matter.

Council Member Allen wanted to know the status of getting a Building Inspector for the City.

City Manager McConkie stated that he signed an application and sent it to the State of Michigan to consider licensing Paul Erskin as the City’s Building Official.  Pending on the State’s approval we are hoping to have Paul hired by June 15th.

Mayor Kubin asked about the city establishing an underground electric service policy.

City Clerk Roehrs stated that the council did adopt some polices a few years ago before Ron Gibson retired.  

City Clerk Roehrs will check with Director Giles to see if he has a copy of the policies.

Mayor Kubin wanted to know why the DPW only chopped up half of the brush pile up in front of the house on York Street and left the rest.

City Manager McConkie stated that he would check on the matter.

Mayor Kubin stated that he would like to recognize Congressman Dave Camp for all of his assistance he has given the City of Saint Louis on our environmental issues.

City Manager McConkie stated that he and City Clerk Roehrs would discuss some ideas of recognizing Congressman Camp for his accomplishments.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:34 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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June 20, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, June 20, 2006, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum





Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun


Patrick Herblet






Police Chief


Phil Hansen







DDA Director


Kurt Giles







Utility Director


Ranee Lombard




7692
N.
Smith Road


Michelle Pratt





7706
N.
Smith Road


Janice Bunting







County Commissioner

Council Member Allen led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on June 6, 2006, subject to the following corrections on page 210 paragraph 8 line 1 should read “to approve to table action on the proposal” and on page 210 the Budget Resolution Totals were not correct in the Resolution adopted but the changes have been made in the minutes.   All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.

City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $300,131.90.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports for the Month of May 2006.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to receive and place on file the Monthly Reports for the Month of May 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Communications.


City Manager McConkie stated that he sent a response letter to Mr. Leister at 304 Devon regarding the water damage claim to his basement during the city wide schedule power outage on May 16th.  Mr. Leister has not responded to his letter. 

Public Hearing – 2005/2006 Budget Amendments.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:40 a.m. for discussion on the Proposed 2005/2006 Fiscal Year Budget Amendments.  

City Manager McConkie reviewed the 2005/2006 Fiscal Year Budget Amendments with the City Council.

The DPW budget was increased about $20,000 due to employees hired for flower bed maintenance.

If the City Council approves to waive $100,000 payment from General Fund to Electric Fund, the fund balance for General Fund will increased significantly.

The DDA Fund did not receive as much revenue as anticipated due to less TIFA capture from the loss of property from the Car Wash, Greenland Place, and the Tire Store.

There was no opposition heard on the matter.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:44 a.m.

Public Comments.


Michelle Pratt and Ranee Lombard stated that they came to the meeting to observe and write a paper for their business class at Davenport College on a community meeting.
Old Business.

Tabled Items-Hydro Geological Investigations.
City Manager McConkie stated that the City Council tabled action on the proposal from FTC&h for the Hydro Geological Investigation for potential Well Field Site in the amount of $55,000.00 and he wanted to keep the item on the agenda until he can find how to fund the project.  

New Business.
Adopt Resolution 2006-10 – 2005/2006 Budget Amendments.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council adopt Resolution 2006-10 to Amend the 2005/2006 Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2006 Budget.

The following resolution was moved by Member Shrum and supported by Member Church.

CITY OF SAINT LOUIS

2005-2006 Budget

AMENDING RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the City Manager has submitted and filed with the City Council a proposed budget estimating revenues and expenditures for 2005-2006 fiscal year on May 3, 2005, as required by Chapter VII, Section 7 of the City Charter and Act 2, Michigan Public Acts of 1968, as amended, and

WHEREAS, the City Council in accordance with Act 2 Michigan Public Acts of 1968, as amended, has set the date of June 20, 2006 for a public hearing at 7:30 o'clock AM, or as soon thereafter as the agenda permits, to receive citizen comment on the amended budget as presented herein.  A copy of the affidavit of publication of said public hearing is on file with the City Clerk.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council, after such hearing thereon and consideration thereof, does hereby adopt said budget as represented herein for general operating purposes.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Treasurer be authorized and directed to make such transfers between the various funds in accordance with the adoption of the budget as follows, and


GENERAL FUND
REVENUES                         
                         
EXPENDITURES

                                                  
Taxes
$    625,000
General Government
$     534,570

License & Permits
42,200
Public Safety
699,133

Intergovernmental
700,000
Public Works
180,000

Charge For Services
34,600
Community & Economic Development
273,000

Fines
12,050 
Recreation & Culture
105,200

Interest and Rents
25,500
Debt Service
41,400

Other Revenues
121,025
Other Financing Uses
62,500
Other Financing Sources
355,130
To Fund Balance
19,702
From Fund Balance
0



Total Revenues
$1,915,505
Total Expenditures
$1,915,505


DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
REVENUES                                                   
EXPENDITURES                                                   
Taxes
$   20,800
Personnel Services
$ 0            

Interest
200
Supplies
1,300

Other Revenues
0
Other Services & Charges
11,100

From Fund Balance
5,510
Other Uses
14,110
Total Revenues
26,510
Total Expenditures
26,510

AYES:

Shrum, Church, Allen, Kelly, Kubin
NAYS:
None
RESOLUTION ADOPTED.







     

Approve Donation to Evening in the Park.
City Manager McConkie stated that the Parks & Recreation Commission recommended that the City Council approve to donate $450.00 to the Evening in the Park to sponsor the summer events.  

Council Member Allen inquired why the City Council had to take action on the recommendation since the Parks Commission approved the matter and the amount is less than $5,000.00.

City Manager McConkie stated that the City Council does not need to approve the donation and he would have city staff process the payment through accounts payable. 

Approve to Waive $100,000 Payment from General Fund to Electric Fund.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve to forgive $100,000.00 of the $200,000.00 that General Fund owes to Electric Fund.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to forgive $100,000.00 of the $200,000.00 that General Fund owes to the Electric Fund.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Resolution 2006-11 Water/Sewer Rate Schedule.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council adopt Resolution 2006-11 to approve to Raise the City of Saint Louis Water & Sewer Rate Schedule.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Shrum, and supported by Member Kelly, to raise rates for water to the following.

These rates shall be effective for all bills due and payable on August, 2006, and thereafter:


(a)
Gallons per month

Min.
Charge per 1,000 Gallons



First
3,000




$8.00



Next
17,000




$1.55



Next
180,000



$1.45



Over
200,000



$1.40


A separate meter may be installed, at the customer’s expense, to measure water used by cooling purposes.  If water is used for cooling purposes, and the water is not discharged to a sanitary sewer, the rate will be:



Gallons per month

Min.
Charged per 1,000 Gallons



First
3,000




$8.00



Next
17,000




$1.55



Next
20,000




$1.45

(b) To the above commodity charge established in subsection (a), there shall be added a monthly service charge to cover billing costs, installation and maintenance of meters, based on meter size as follows:

Meter Size



Monthly Charge

5/8 inch




$2.35

3/4 inch




$2.70

1 inch





$3.10

1 ¼ inch




$3.30

1 ½ inch




$3.60

2 inch




 
$5.90

3 inch





$7.90

4 inch





$13.75

6 inch





$21.35

8 inch





$29.80

(c)
For non-metered flat rate customers, within the City, the charge shall be a   

            minimum of $21.10, which shall include the monthly service charge.

(c) For flat rate customers, outside the City, the charge shall be a minimum of   

            $42.20 per month, which shall include the monthly service charge. 

(e) For customers outside the corporate limits, the charges shall be double the city commodity rate and service charge based on meter size when no rate agreement exists between the City and the Township.

(f) All other charges in effect shall remain the same.

Sewer Rate Schedule

(a)     The monthly sewer bill shall be based on the water usage at the following    

     rates:


Zero to 1,600 gallons


          $4.70 minimum


All over 1,600 gallons


          $2.95 per 1,000 gallons


Non-metered customers

          $26.40


Non-metered, non-City residents,


When no rate agreement exists between


the City and Township

          $47.50


(b)  All other charges in effect shall remain the same.

AYES:  
Shrum, Kelly, Allen, Church, Kubin
NAYS: 
None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Approve Resolution 2006-12 Solid Waste Rate Schedule.
City Manager requested that the City Council approve Resolution 2006-12 to Raise the City of Saint Louis Solid Waste Rates.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Allen, and supported by Member Church, to raise rates for Solid Waste Collection to $8.83.

These rates shall be effective for all bills due and payable on July 1, 2006, and thereafter:

AYES:    Allen, Church, Kelly, Shrum, Kubin 




NAYS:    None 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Approve Resolution 2006-13 Yard Waste Rate Schedule.

City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve Resolution 2006-13 to Raise the City of Saint Louis Yard Waste Rate Schedule.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Kelly, and supported by Member Shrum, to raise rates for Yard Waste Collection to $8.75.

These rates shall be effective for all bills due and payable on July 1, 2006, and thereafter:

AYES:    Kelly, Shrum, Allen, Church, Kubin

NAYS:   None  
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Request to Repeal Traffic Control #T82-3.34 and T78-3.16.
City Manager McConkie stated that Police Chief Herblet requested that the City Council repeal Traffic Control Order #T82.-3.34 that establishes a 30 minute parking limit 8AM-4PM School Days on the East Side of the 100 Block of N. Franklin Street and Traffic Control Order #T78-3.16 that establishes “No Parking at any Time: zone on west side of 100 Block of N. Franklin Street and on the east side of 100 N. Clinton Street and on the south side of 200 E. Saginaw Street.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to repeal Traffic Control Order #T82.-3.34 that establishes a 30 minute parking limit 8AM-4PM School Days on the East Side of the 100 Block of N. Franklin Street and Traffic Control Order #T78-3.16 that establishes “No Parking at any Time: zone on west side of 100 Block of N. Franklin Street and on the east side of 100 N. Clinton Street and on the south side of 200 E. Saginaw Street.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Order of Determination for 511 N. Union Street.
City Manager McConkie stated that Hearing Officer Krenz has issued an Order of Determination for 511 N. Union Street and has ordered that the structure be demolished by September 30, 2006.   The owner of the property asked the City to demolish the house because he has no financial means to repair the house.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the Order of Determination for 511 N. Union Street and has ordered that the structure be demolished by September 30, 2006 and cost to demolish the structure will be placed on the city summer taxes if left unpaid.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Electric Engineering Services Agreement.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the Electric Engineering Services Agreement between the City of Saint Louis and GRP Engineering, Inc. for services on an as needed basis at the Engineer’s Standard Hourly Rates.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the Electric Engineering Services Agreement between the City of Saint Louis and GRP Engineering, Inc. for services on an as needed basis at the Engineer’s Standard Hourly Rates.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Privacy Policies.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the HIPPA Privacy Policy, the Proper Disposal of Sensitive Information Policy, the Internet Usage Policy and the Confidentiality Notice for EMAIL or FACSIMILE recommended by the City’s Labor Attorney.  The polices will be incorporated into the City of Saint Louis Personnel Employee Handbook.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve the HIPPA Privacy Policy, the Proper Disposal of Sensitive Information Policy, the Internet Usage Policy and the Confidentiality Notice for EMAIL or FACSIMILE recommended by the City’s Labor Attorney.  All ayes carried the motion.

Discussion on Hospitality Tent.
Council Member Church stated that Fire Chief Apps submitted a letter of recommendation before the meeting that the hospitality tent to be located at the northwest corner of Mill and North Streets during the hours of 4:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. on July 1, 2006 be shut down during 10:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. for the fireworks display.  The location of the tent is too close to the discharge of the fireworks and the area will have to vacate during that time.

City Manager McConkie stated that he would review the matter with city staff and make contact with the City Council if the location of the hospitality tent has to be moved.

City Manager’s Report.
None
City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that as soon as the County Commissioner’s adopt their millage rate she will begin to process the summer tax bills.  

City Council Comments.

Council Member Church inquired as to the status of the Rowley & Church property.

Mayor Kubin stated that the Brownfield Committee met yesterday and awarded a bid to a contractor to tear down part of the building.

City Manager McConkie stated that the city is working with the railroad to clean up the entire property.

Council Member Kelly stated that the people initiating the Energy Park were in town last week and attended two meetings about the project and was very impressed with the county wide cooperation.

Council Member Allen stated that she was hoping to start receiving some reports on the pool usage and was wondering how much advertising is being done on the pool being heated to increase attendance.

City Manager McConkie stated that the pool did not open until June and once the month is over there a report would be available to the City Council. 

Council Member Allen wants to make sure that the city is advertising that the pool is heated; that the pool is handicap accessible with a lift and there are adult swim programs.

City Manager McConkie stated that he would have an article put in the next newsletter.

Council Member Kelly asked if the city purchased a solar cover for the pool.

Utility Director Giles answered no, was going to get one last fall but decided to wait until spring to purchase one since it couldn’t be used in the fall.

Council Member Kelly stated that a cover should be purchased to keep the heat in at night to make the energy cost more effective to heat the pool.

Council Member Shrum stated that Joe Scholtz put on a fantastic fishing derby.  There were 300 people entered into the event and over 500 people in attendance.

-Council Member Shrum stated that he was involved with the Flag Day Ceremony and the event was very nice but think next year Saginaw Street should be closed off from Main Street to Mill Street during the ceremony.

Mayor Kubin requested permission to attend the Mayor’s Conference in Manistee August 9-11.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve authorization for Mayor Kubin to attend the Mayor’s Conference in Manistee on August 9-11.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager McConkie stated that he, Jerry Freed and Earl Davidson were asked to fly the investors for the Energy Park around the Gratiot County Area last week during their visit.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:43 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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July 5, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Wednesday, July 5, 2006, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun


Craig Evans







Lieutenant


Kurt Giles







Utilities Director

Mayor Kubin led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on June 20, 2006, subject to correction on page 216 paragraph 5 line 2 should read “will be increased” and on page 222 paragraph 9 line 1 should read “then a report”.   All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.

City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $315,261.76.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for the Month of June 2006.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to receive and place on file the June 2006 Monthly Board Minutes.  All ayes carried the motion.

Communications.


City Manager McConkie stated that he received correspondence from Fire Chief Apps regarding the safe distance of firing the fireworks from the Mill Street Bridge.

Public Comments.
None
New Business.
Discussion on Property Purchase.
City Manager McConkie stated that the property at the corner of Mill Street and Center Street is available for the city to purchase from the County Treasurer in the amount of $773.06 for back taxes owed.  He recommended that the city purchase the property subject to environmental issues being clarified on the responsible party.

City Clerk Roehrs asked if there was a clear title to the property.

City Manager McConkie stated that the city would have to make sure that they acquire a clear title to the property.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve to purchase the property from the Gratiot County Treasurer in the amount of $773.06 at the corner of N. Mill Street and W. Center Street described as follows: COM AT SW COR OF LOT 6, TH E; 88 ½ FT, N 27 FT, W 88 ½ FT, S 27 FT TO BEG, BLOCK 37, CITY OF ST LOUIS subject to environmental issues being clarified on responsible party and property title is acquired.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Proposal for Engineering 2006 Pavement Improvements.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the proposal from Spicer Group for the 2006 Pavement Improvement Design/Bid Phase in the amount of $5,500.00.  The engineers have estimated the cost of the 2006 pavement improvements to be $240,000.00.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the proposal from Spicer Group for the 2006 Pavement Improvement Design/Bid Phase in the amount of $5,500.00.   All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Peerless-Midwest, Inc.
City Manager McConkie stated that Well No. 8 repair cost more than the estimated amount and the company proceeded to do the work without getting approval from the city.  Director Giles recommended that payment be made in three monthly installments of $6,765.00 each without interest for a total amount of $20,295.00. 

Council Member Kelly stated that he was displeased with the company for proceeding with the additional work without communicating with the city and not getting prior authorization before doing the work.  He recommended that the city hold the payment to the company until they come to a city council meeting and explain their actions.  Also, when the city is obtaining bids on a project it needs to be stated in the proposal or agreement that preauthorization from the City is needed before changing the scope of a project.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to hold payment to Peerless-Midwest for repair costs over the estimate for Well No. 8 in the amount of $20,295.00 until a representative from the company comes to a City 

Council meeting and explains why they proceeded with extra work without getting authorization from the City of St. Louis.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager McConkie stated that he will contact the president of the company to discuss the matter with him.

City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie stated that he received a letter from the Michigan Municipal League stating that they have selected the City of Saint Louis Olive Street Project for the Program List for the Local Jobs Today Grant Program and the League has submitted the city’s application to MDOT for their review.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that the summer tax bills reflect the new BS&A Tax Software and commended her employees for getting the property tax statements printed and mailed in a timely manner with the new software.    

Absentee Ballots are now available for the Primary Election.

Police Chief Report.
Lieutenant Evans stated that the 4th of July events went well and there were no problems.  The police officers had a more casual dress code for the holiday and the attire was well received by the public. 

City Council Comments.
Council Member Shrum stated that the fireworks were great and the quality was very good for our size of community.

Council Member Allen stated that she received an inquiry about why the police and fire department did not have pictures and names of their personnel on the city’s web site.  A resident wanted to acknowledge one of the city’s police officers for his professionalism but the person did not know his name.  The resident looked on the city’s web site and could not find anything about the police or fire department personnel.

City Clerk Roehrs stated that the fire department has their own web site and it used to be linked to the city’s web page.  

Mayor Kubin asked Lieutenant Evans if he thought the police officers would be harassed if their pictures were on the city’s web site.

Lieutenant Evans stated that he did not think there would be a problem with the police department personnel pictures and names on the web site.

Council Member Kelly stated that the St. Louis Police Officers are very professional in their work and congratulated Lieutenant Evans and Police Chief Herblet on their administration of the department operation.

Mayor Kubin stated that since the council members are not attending the MML Conference this fall maybe council should attend the MMEA Conference in September.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 7:48 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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July 12, 2006

The Special Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Wednesday, July 12, 2006, at 10:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
Melissa A. Allen (excused)

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:


Murray Borrello


Ed Lorenz


Jane Keon


Victor Sher







Attorney


Kevin Madonna






Attorney


Kurt Giles







Utilities Director

Mayor Kubin stated that the special meeting was called to interview law firm attorneys.

City Manager McConkie introduced Attorney Victor Sher of Sher Leff and Attorney Kevin Madonna of Kennedy & Madonna.

Victor Sher stated that his firm specializes in contaminated city water systems and reviewed his past experience with other entities that had contaminated water wells.

Attorney Madonna stated that his firm collaborates with Victor Sher on his cases.

After the presentation the City Council did not take any action on the matter.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 1:05 p.m.  All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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July 18, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, July 18, 2006, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun


Craig Evans







Lieutenant


Kurt Giles







Utilities Director


Phil Hansen







DDA Director


Patrick Herblet






Police Chief


Craig Zeese







Council on Aging

Council Member Kelly led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on July 5, 2006.   All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the special meeting held on July 12, 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.

City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $452,905.38.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports for the Month of June 2006.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to receive and place on file the June 2006 Monthly Reports.  All ayes carried the motion.

Communications.


Mayor Kubin stated that the communication the City Council received in their packet is informational and should be placed on file.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve to receive and place on file communications received.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.
None
Old Business.
Peerless Midwest Representative-Well No. 8 Cleaning/Repair Costs.
Utility Director Giles introduced Bob Masters from Peerless Midwest and told the council that Masters came to the meeting to explain the extra repair costs on Well #8.

Bob Masters stated that he was the project manager for the well repairs and apologized for the communication problem between him and the city during the project and admitted that it was due to his lack of experience being a project manager. 

The quote that Peerless submitted for the repair work stated that there could be extended cleaning needed other than what was proposed.  Until the pump was taken out of the ground the condition of the pump was unknown.  The City installed the well in 2000.  The pump was purchased at the same time but it was not activated until 2002.  During that time clay collected in the well and water didn’t move through the system which caused wear and tear on the pump when it was put into service.  The well is now operating at more capacity than when it was put originally on line and future cleanings will help to increase more water flow.

Masters stated that in the future changes to the repair work would be done by Change Orders and offered to reduce the outstanding amount owed of $20,000.00 by 5%.

Council Member Kelly thanked Masters for coming to the meeting to explain the matter and is comfortable proceeding to pay the amount owed to the Company.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve the payment to Peerless Midwest in the amount of $20,000.00 with a 5% discount for extra work repair on Well #8.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager McConkie stated that he talked with the president of the company about the situation and he is planning on coming to a council meeting to talk to them soon.   

New Business.
Craig Zeese-Commission on Aging-Senior Millage.
Craig Zeese discussed with the City Council the importance of the senior millage renewal proposal on the Primary August 8th Election.  If the renewal is not approved there would be significant cuts to the services available to the seniors and asked that the City Council help inform the public on the matter.

Approve DART Service Agreement.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the City of Saint Louis and City of Alma DART Service Agreement for a period of five years, from July 1, 2006, to June 30, 2011 and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Agreement.  The service hours were changed for Monday, Wednesday, and Friday to 9:00 a.m., 12 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. and on Tuesday and Thursday the hours will be 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the City of Saint Louis and City of Alma DART Service Agreement for a period of five years, from July 1, 2006, to June 30, 2011 and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Agreement.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Rehmann Robson Engagement Letter.
City Manager McConkie presented the City Council with a copy of Rehmann Robson engagement letter for Fiscal Year Audit June 30, 2006 of the city’s financial statements. 

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to receive and place on file the Rehmann Robson Engagement Letter for June 30, 2006 Fiscal Year Ending Audit of the City’s Financial Statements and to authorize management to sign the letter.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie stated that he has been working on a draft contract with the City Attorney and hope to have it for council’s review at the next meeting.

On the August Primary Ballot the Central Dispatch Authority is requesting an operating surcharge renewal and stated that it is very important to the entities in Gratiot County that the millage proposal passes because of the obligation made on paying for the new facility.  If the millage does not pass there would have to be major cuts in General Fund to meet the debt obligation for the building.  He asked council to encourage all citizens to vote for the proposal.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that she has been busy getting equipment and ballots ready for the Primary Election on August 8, 2006.

City Hall has been extremely busy the last two weeks with residents and phone calls. 

Police Chief Report.
Police Chief Herblet stated that his department is getting ready for Community Day.

City Council Comments.
Council Member Church wanted to know the status of the River Rock Restaurant Project.

Director Hansen stated that the owner of the restaurant is proceeding with the necessary paper work for the project.

Council Member Kelly stated that he noticed that there has been some activity at the building on Michigan Avenue and wanted to know if the building was sold.

Director Hansen stated that someone else has purchased the building but is not sure as to what the new owners are going to do with the building.

Council Member Church stated that he heard that Tacho’s was going to build on to their restaurant.

Director Hansen stated that Tacho’s have a purchase option on the property to the south of their property and intend on constructing a new building if the property is rezoned.  

Director Hansen stated that Gary Sych bought the Ugly Mug and is going to start serving breakfast and lunch.

Council Member Shrum wanted to know if the panel wall in front of city hall could be painted.

City Manager McConkie stated there are plans to paint city hall.

Council Member Shrum stated that he noticed in the MMEA magazine that the fall conference is September 27-29th.

Mayor Kubin stated that he wrote a letter to the Governor to support the legislation on the DEQ receiving funds to help the City of St. Louis fund a new water source.

Mayor Kubin stated that he received a letter from a 10 year old boy requesting that the city replace the street sign at the corner of E. Washington and Clinton Street.

Mayor Kubin stated that he received a thank you from a resident on the fireworks display.

Mayor Kubin stated that he received a letter from the MML Foundation requesting the council to donate $1,000.00 of the compensation for the next three years towards the Power of Knowledge Program.

Mayor Kubin stated that he is proud of the utility service response during the storm last night because St. Louis is one of the few towns that had power.  

Council Allen stated that she returned home last night and sewer alarms at the wastewater treatment plant were going off and her drains in her home would not go down.

Director Giles stated that the sanitary sewer system was backed up due to the amount of rain and the Union Street Pump Station was on auxiliary power.  The Michigan Avenue Pump Station was at the maximum level.  There were some slow moving sanitary sewers because of the storms last night.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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August 1, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, August 1, 2006, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
James C. Kelly (excused)

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:


Patrick Herblet





Police Chief


Mary Cauley






Plunkett & Cooney


Mark Abbott






DPW Supt.


Joe Scholtz




313
W.
Saginaw Street

Council Member Church led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on July 18, 2006, subject to the addition to page 230 paragraph seven should read “by 5% of the total contract amount”.   All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.

City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $254,946.28.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for the Month of July 2006.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to receive and place on file the July 2006 Monthly Board Minutes.  All ayes carried the motion.

Communications.


Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to receive and place on file communications received.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.
None
Presentation by City Attorney, Mary Cauley.
City Manager McConkie introduced Attorney Mary Cauley from Plunkett & Cooney and stated that he requested her assistance to help develop the contract for the legal services of Sher Leff, LLC and Kennedy & Madonna, LLP to represent the City of Saint Louis on the “pCBSA  Action”.

Attorney Cauley stated that during her discussions with Vic Sher she feels that he is a person of high integrity and fair minded. 

Attorney Cauley reviewed the contract with the City Council.  The law firms will work on a contingent fee.   

City Manager McConkie stated that since the Sher Leff and Kenndey & Madonna law firms are from out of state the city needs to retain local counsel for filing of court documents and court pleadings.  The city would be responsible for the cost of the local counsel.  City Manager McConkie recommended David Otis of Plunkett and Cooney for the appointment as Local Counsel to represent the City of Saint Louis as provided in the pCBSA Litigation Legal Services Agreement.

Council Member Church inquired on the compensation fee for Mr. Otis.

City Manager McConkie stated that Mr. Otis’s fee would be $225.00 an hour.

City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council adopt Resolution #2006-14 to approve the City of Saint Louis pCBSA Litigation Legal Services Agreement and to authorize City Manager Robert McConkie to execute the Agreement.   

The following resolution was moved by Church, supported by Shrum.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Saint Louis believes that the City has been harmed by the chemical contamination of its domestic water supply wells, and

WHEREAS, it has been recommended strongly by the Department of Environmental Quality that the City replace its source of domestic water supply as soon as possible, and

WHEREAS, the City sought assistance from the U.S. Government through our elected officials in Washington and from the State of Michigan through our elected officials in Lansing to fund improvements necessary to replace the domestic water supply and were not given much hope of money to fund the necessary improvements without substantial burden to our water customers and taxpayers, and

WHEREAS, the City Council is aware of damages beyond the cost of replacing the domestic water supply and firmly believe the customers and taxpayers of the City should not have to bear the burden for costs associated with finding new source of domestic water supply or suffer the burden resulting from other damages, and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council, after interviewing attorney firms and reviewing options available to the City, has determined it to be in the best interest of the City to hire counsel to represent the City in actions to recover damages to the City.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City hereby names Sher Leff, LLC and Kennedy and Madonna, LLP jointly as the firm to represent the City of Saint Louis and hereby authorize City Manager, Robert McConkie, to execute the CITY OF SAINT LOUIS pCBSA LITIGATION LEGAL SERVICES AGREEMENT, a copy of which is attached hereto, to retain such services as are provided in said agreement.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, David Otis, of Plunkett and Cooney is hereby appointed to act as Local Counsel as provided in the CITY OF SAINT LOUIS pCBSA LITIGATION LEGAL SERVICES AGREEMENT.

Roll Call Vote:

Ayes:  Church, Shrum, Kubin, Allen

Nays:  None

Absent:  Kelly

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.
Old Business.

None
New Business.
Mower Purchase.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the purchase of three John Deer Mowers in the amount of $22,115.25 less Trade in of three John Deer Mowers in the amount of ($18,515.25) for a total amount due of $3,600.00.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the purchase of three John Deer Mowers in the amount of $22,115.25 less Trade in of three John Deer Mowers in the amount of ($18,515.25) for a total amount due of $3,600.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve 2006 Sidewalk and Curb Project.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the low bid proposal from Kastle Construction Company for the 2006 Sidewalk and Curb Project in the amount of $12,818.00.  Also, $15,000.00 was budgeted for sidewalk replacement in General Fund and the total bid amount with Major Street paying for $2,400.00 was under budget by $4,582.00.   Would like the City Council to authorize additional sidewalk replacement by Kastle Construction if they would do the work at the same price quoted in the proposal. 

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the proposal from Kastle Construction Company for the 2006 Sidewalk and Curb Project in the amount of $12,818.00 and to authorize additional sidewalk replacement for up to $4,582.00 if Kastle Construction does the additional sidewalk at the same cost in the bid proposal.  

AYES:

Allen, Shrum, Church

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN:
Kubin

Sentry Well Plan.
City Manager McConkie stated that FTC&H has reviewed the Sentry Well Plan prepared by CH2MHILL and feel that the methods and procedures outlined in the Plan will provide for protection of the aquifers as long as no variations of drilling change the construction of the wells.     

Also, received a request from the EPA requesting access to use the City properties and/or rights-of-way to install, test and maintain sentry monitoring wells.

Moved by Church, supported by Allen, to approve authorization for the United States Environmental Protection Agency to have access to use the City properties and/or rights-of-way to install, test and maintain sentry monitoring wells.  All ayes carried the motion.

MERS Annual Meeting Officer Delegate and Employee Delegate.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to the appointment of City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs as Officer Delegate and Superintendent Steve Mepham as Officer Alternate Delegate for the MERS Annual Meeting at the Amway Grand Plaza in Grand Rapids, Michigan, September 19-21.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the appointment of City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs as Officer Delegate and Superintendent Steve Mepham as Officer Alternate Delegate for the MERS Annual Meeting at the Amway Grand Plaza in Grand Rapids, Michigan, September 19-21.  All ayes carried the motion.

Gratiot County Central Dispatch Millage Discussion.

City Manager McConkie gave a presentation to the City Council on the Gratiot County Central Dispatch 911 Surcharge Renewal to be on the ballot for the August 8, 2006, Primary Election.  If the surcharge is not approved the city’s share for the obligated cost of the center operation and debt would be $68,000.00 for the fiscal year.  

City Manager’s Report.  None
City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs reminded the City Council to vote on August 8, 2006, for the Primary Election.

Clerk Roehrs stated that she wanted to make sure the council was not planning on attending the MML Annual Conference because she received the information to appoint a designate for the Annual Business Meeting.

City Council confirmed that they were not planning on going to the MML Conference in Marquette.

Police Chief Report.

Police Chief Herblet stated that the Community Day Event last Saturday went very well.

Council Member Church stated that he heard some complaints about dogs being in the park during the event.

Chief Herblet stated that there is no ordinance against dogs being in the park as long as they are on leashes.

City Council Comments.
Council Member Shrum stated that on the corner of Euclid and Washington there is a pink car parked with flat tires on it.  

Police Chief Herblet will check on the matter.

Council Member Shrum stated that the dredge hole in front of the post office has not been filled in yet.

City Manager McConkie stated that he would look into the matter.

Council Member Shrum stated that the weeds in Penny Park are bad.

Council Member Allen stated that she felt that the DPW did a great job of clearing the brush since the storm a couple weeks ago.

Council Member Allen stated that geese droppings in Penny Park are terrible and that something should be done about the geese.

Council Member Church wanted to know if the city was still going to be picking up the brush on the regular monthly schedule.

City Manager McConkie stated that the city crews would be picking up the brush.

Council Member Shrum wanted to know if the solar blanket has been ordered yet for the swimming pool.

City Clerk Roehrs answered that the solar cover has been ordered.

Mayor Kubin thanked City Clerk Roehrs for completing the grant documents for the swimming pool grant and receiving a good audit report from the DNR on the grant financial reports.

Council Member Shrum thanked Joe Scholtz for inviting Ron Germain to write an article on the Fishing Derby held in St. Louis.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:28 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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August 15, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, August 15, 2006, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:


Patrick Herblet





Police Chief


Katherine Goettling





Assessor


Phil Hansen






DDA Director


Jan Bunting






County Commissioner


Charlie Agle





413
Brown Street

Council Member Shrum led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on August 1, 2006.   All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.

City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $365,406.92.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Reports for the Month of July 2006.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to receive and place on file the July 2006 Monthly Reports.  All ayes carried the motion.

Communications.


Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve to receive and place on file communications received.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.


Charlie Agle requested that the City Council approve to close the alley between Brown Street to the north and Graham Street to the south from Wilson Boulevard to the railroad tracks.

City Manager McConkie will review the alley to make sure that there are no public utilities in the alley and will make a recommendation to the City Council at the September meeting. 
New Business.
MML Board of Trustees Election.
City Manager McConkie recommended that City Council vote for the Slate of Candidates for the Michigan Municipal League Workers’ Compensation Fund.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve the Slate of Candidates for the Michigan Municipal League Workers’ Compensation Fund.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Bid Award for Demolition of 304/306 North Street and 511 N. Union Road.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve to Award the Bid to Earl Davidson Construction Company in the amount of $10,931.00 for the demolition of 304/306 North Street and 511 N. Union Road.  The owner of the property at 511 N. Union Road would be billed for the demolition costs and if the amount is not paid the city will assess the property for the amount on next summer tax bill.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve to Award the Bid to Earl Davidson Construction Company in the amount of $10,931.00 for the demolition of 304/306 North Street and 511 N. Union Road and to submit a statement to the owner for the property located at 511 N. Union Road in the amount of $4,215.00 plus any other additional costs.  All ayes carried the motion.

POAM Contract.
City Manager McConkie stated that there is an attentive labor agreement between the City of Saint Louis and the POAM.   He stated that in the contract some management rights were change in the promotion and hiring process.  Sick leave allocation was changed from accumulating up to 500 hours maximum to 96 hours and the city will only replenish up to 54 hours annually in lieu of the Police Officers getting short and long term disability.  As of September 1, 2006 any sick time in excess of 96 hours will be eliminated.  The officers hourly wage will increase 2 ½% September 1, 2006, 2 ¼% July 1, 2007, and 2 ¼% July 1, 2008.   The term of the contract is for two years and 10 months.

City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the Agreement between the City of Saint Louis and the Police Officers Association of Michigan. 

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve the Agreement between the City of Saint Louis and the Police Officers Association of Michigan and to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the Agreement on behalf of the City of Saint Louis.   All ayes carried the motion. 

Discussion on Collection of Fee for Emergency Services.
City Manager McConkie stated that he would like the City Council to consider assessing a fee for fire calls and rescue runs in the City.  Jasper Township currently assesses the fees and most home owner’s insurance policy will pay for a fire run.  The city is paying in excess of over $60,000 annually for fire services and recovering the cost of fire runs would help General Fund pay for the service.  He gave the City Council a copy of the opinion from the attorney that states St. Louis could assess the fee.  

If the council would like to proceed to collect the fee an ordinance would have to be adopted and he would have to research the matter further for details.

Council Member Church expressed concern about persons not being able to pay the fee if they don’t have insurance and there are some people that would not call the fire department if they had to pay the cost.

Council Member Kelly stated that he knows in the past when working as a Police Officer people were concerned about calling for help and how they would pay for the service.

Mayor Kubin wanted to know if the fee could only be assessed to home owners that have insurance coverage.

Council Member Church requested that more information be given to the council about the matter.

Mayor Kubin wanted to know how other cities handle collecting the fees. 

Approve the Purchase of Autometer Reader System.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase an Auto Meter Reader System from Etna Supply in the amount of $120,200 with the company contributing the cost of the Tower Gateway Base Station at the cost of $85,000 and the Regional Network Interface System at the cost of $35,000, Programming Module and One Year Support.  The $120,200 cost would include 500 Water Meter FlexNet Endpoints $65,000, 500 ICON Electric Meters with Transmitter $47,500 and one Handheld 5000 Series $7,700.  This would be Phase I of installing the city wide auto read system and would probably take three or four years to complete the project.

Council Member Allen asked if there was a price protection for future purchases.

City Manager McConkie stated that he did not know but would check on it.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the purchase of an Auto Read Meter System from Etna Supply Company in the amount of $120,200.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.  

City Manager McConkie stated that he has received very good comments on how well Accounting Leader Kathy Smith is doing with General Ledger and commended City Clerk Roehrs for selecting Kathy for the position.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that the Primary Election went well.  There were a few people that used the new AutoMark for marking their ballots and they were very pleased on how easy it was to operate.

Clerk Roehrs stated that the auditors will be here next week to begin Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2006, audit.

Clerk Roehrs stated that she will be on vacation the week of August 28th.

Police Chief Report.

Police Chief Herblet stated that he was very please on how well the contract negotiations went with the Police Officers.

City Council Comments.
Mayor Kubin thanked the City Council for allowing him to go to the Mayor’s Conference and a lot of the topics discussed at the conference are many of the items that St. Louis is already doing such as inter-local governmental agreements.  

Mayor Kubin stated that he was contacted by Dennis Collison of Spicer Group offering the use of their facility for the council to hold a workshop and go to dinner afterwards.  He recommended that City Manager McConkie coordinate a date between the council and Spicers.

Mayor Kubin stated that he received a thank you note from the boy requesting that the City replace the street sign at the corner of E. Washington Avenue and Clinton Street.

Mayor Kubin inquired why yard waste was not picked up yesterday.

City Manager McConkie stated that he would check on the matter.

Council Member Church wanted to know if the city should consider combining some departments to share job responsibilities.

City Manager McConkie stated that he is considering combining some departments.

Mayor Kubin wanted to thank the Electric Department for repairing the street lights in the Westgate Subdivision so quickly.

Council Member Kelly requested that Kevin Palmer receive a letter thanking him for organizing the 5K race and Nicole Koutz for organizing the Community Day Event.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:54 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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September 5, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor Pro Tem James C. Kelly, on Tuesday, September 5, 2006, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor Pro Tem James C. Kelly, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
Mayor George T. Kubin (excused)

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:


Craig Evans






Police Lieutenant


Rosemary Horvath





Morning Sun


Kurt Giles






Utility Director


Roger Kahn






Candidate for State Senate


Eric St. Onge






Republican Party Gratiot County


Two Residents

Council Member Church led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on August 15, 2006, subject to the correction on page 241 paragraph 8 line 2 should read “changed”.   All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.

City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $353,547.71.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for the Month of August 2006.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to receive and place on file the Monthly Board Minutes for August of 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Communications.


City Manager McConkie stated that the correspondence from Shirley Rutherford on her resignation from the Housing Commission should be moved to new business on the agenda for the council to take action on the matter.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve to receive and place on file communications received.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.


Roger Kahn introduced himself to the City Council as a current State Representative and a candidate for the State Senate.  He stated that he is looking forward to working with St. Louis officials.

Two city residents that live on S. Pine Street wanted to know what could be done about the semi trucks traveling on the street and the vehicles that speed down the street.  The street is only a block and a half long and they are concerned about the safety of children living on the street.  

City Manager McConkie stated that S. Pine Street is a Major Street and nothing could be done to stop the truck traffic but the police department could patrol the area more.

The residents also complained about the house at 108 S. Pine Street.  The basement windows are broken out of it and there are many cats living in the house that come and go in the neighborhood.  The cats are making a mess and causing a nuisance.

Lieutenant Evans stated that there is an older lady living in the back part of the house and the front part of the house is not being occupied.  There is a health issue regarding the house and Code Enforcement Officer Goettling has been working on the matter.

The resident stated that the house next to him was vacant this summer and he chopped the weeds down that were growing on the property.  There were too many weeds to bag for the DPW to pick up.  Would like to know if there are some where residents can take large amounts of yard waste without having to bag it.

City Manager McConkie stated that he could contact the city when he has a large amount of yard waste and arrangements can be made to pick up the material.

Mayor Pro Tem Kelly thanked the residents for coming to the meeting.    
New Business.
Accept Resignation of Shirley Rutherford from Housing Commission.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council accept Shirley Rutherford’s resignation from the Housing Commission.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to accept Shirley Rutherford’s resignation from the Housing Commission with regret.  All ayes carried the motion.

Set Trick-or-Treat Hours.
City Manager McConkie recommended that City Council approve the date to observe Halloween Trick-or-Treat hours on Tuesday, October 31, 2006, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve the date to observe Halloween Trick-or-Treat hours on Tuesday, October 31, 2006, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Homecoming Parade Route.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve Saint Louis Homecoming Parade Route for Friday, October 5, 2006, at 5:30 p.m. starting on North Street east to Mill Street proceeding south on Mill Street to Saginaw Street and then east on Saginaw to Main Street then north on Main Street to River Court ending at the Middle School Parking Lot.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the Saint Louis Homecoming Parade Route on Friday, October 5, 2006, at 5:30 p.m. starting on North Street east to Mill Street proceeding south on Mill Street to Saginaw Street and then east on Saginaw to Main Street then north on Main Street to River Court ending at the Middle School Parking Lot.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Resolution 2006-15 Opposing Overspending Ballot Proposal.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve Resolution 2006-15 Opposing the Stop Overspending Ballot Proposal. 

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Church and supported by Member Kelly.

WHEREAS, the Stop Over Spending proposal would amend the Michigan Constitution to put in place rigid tax and spending limits at the state and local levels of government, and;

WHEREAS, such a proposal would dramatically limit the ability of local and state government to provide services such as public safety, education and health care, and other vital services that better the quality of life for all Michigan citizens as well as construct or improve infrastructure such as roads, sewer and water that are necessary to accommodate and advance the economy of our state, and; 

WHEREAS, this proposal is modeled on a similar Colorado initiative that was adopted in 1992 and recently suspended by voters in that state because of reductions in essential services at all levels of government, and;

WHEREAS, due to state budget cuts, state funding to local communities in Michigan has already been reduced by $1.5 billion the last four years, leading to numerous cuts in services including the loss of over 1,500 police officers in Michigan since September 11, 2001, and;

WHEREAS, passage of the SOS proposal will lead to unnecessary litigation, undermine the ability of local leaders to act in times of crisis and unpredictable circumstances, and increase local spending on elections, and;

WHEREAS, such a proposal undermines our system of representative democracy and would require local and state officials to pass off responsibility for making the tough decisions they are elected to make on behalf of the community they serve, now; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of St. Louis joins the Michigan Municipal League in opposing the “Stop Over Spending” ballot proposal.

Ayes:  Church, Kelly, Allen, Shrum
Nays:  None
RESOULTION DECLARED ADOPTED.  

Approve Resolution 2006-16 Authorization for MDOT Designated Signatory.

City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council adopt Resolution 2006-16 Michigan Department of Transportation St. Louis Streetscape/Historical Society Depot Project appointing the City Manager as the Designated Signatory for the project.  

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Allen and supported by Member Shrum.

WHEREAS, the St. Louis Streetscape/Historical Society Depot Project will make improvements to 110 East Crawford Street and South Main Street from M-46 to the railroad tracks by requesting $585,504 in funds from the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) and the Mt. Pleasant Transportation Service Center (TSC) with the City of Saint Louis to match local funds of $110,000, and;


WHEREAS, a historic preservation easement for the Depot property is required by the State Historic Preservation Office and MDOT to be filed with the Gratiot County Register of Deeds as part of the enhancement grant, and;


NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of St. Louis City Council hereby authorizes City Manager Robert McConkie to be the designated signatory of the historic preservation easement for this project.

YEAS:
  Allen, Shrum, Church, Kelly



NAYS:  None


RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.


Approve Resolution 2006-17 Liquor License Transfer.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve Resolution 2006-17 Liquor License Transfer. 

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Church and supported by Member Shrum.

That the request from:  S&J II CORPORATION requesting to Transfer Ownership 2006 Class C licensed business, with Dance-Entertainment Permit, from Bobzien, Inc., located at 223 N. Mill, Saint Louis, MI  48880, Gratiot County.

be considered for Approval

               APROVAL





DISAPPROVAL

Yeas:
Allen, Shrum, Church, Kelly



Yeas:

Nays:
None






Nays:

It is the consensus of this legislative body that the application be recommended for issuance.
Approve Resolution 2006-18 NIMS Adoption.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve Resolution 2006-18 to adopt the National Incident Management System.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Shrum and supported by Member Church.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of St. Louis, Michigan, does hereby find as follows:

WHEREAS, the President in Homeland Security Directive (HSPD)-5, directed the Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security to develop and administer a National Incident Management System (NIMS), which would provide a consistent nationwide approach for Federal, State, and local governments to work together more effectively and efficiently to prevent, prepare for, respond to and recover from domestic incidents, regardless of cause, size or complexity;

WHEREAS, the collective input and guidance from all Federal, State, and local homeland security partners has been, and will continue to be, vital to the development, effective implementation and utilization of a comprehensive NIMS;

WHEREAS, it is necessary that all Federal, State, and local emergency agencies and personnel coordinate their efforts to effectively and efficiently provide the highest levels of incident management;

WHEREAS, to facilitate the most efficient and effective incident management it is critical that Federal, State, and local organizations utilize standardized terminology, standardized organization structures, interoperable communications, consolidated action plans, unified command structures, uniform personnel qualification standards, uniform standards for planning, training, and exercising, comprehensive resource management, and designated incident facilities during emergencies or disasters;

WHEREAS, the NIMS standardized procedures for managing personnel, communications, facilities and resources will improve the city’s ability to utilize federal funding to enhance local agency readiness, maintain first responder safety, and streamline incident management processes,

WHEREAS, the Incident Command System components of NIMS are already an integral part of various city incident management activities, including current emergency management training programs; and

WHEREAS, the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks (9-11 Commission) recommended adoption of a standardized Incident Command System.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY PROCLAIMED by the City Council of the City of St. Louis, Michigan, that the National Incident Management System (NIMS) is established as the City standard for incident management.

YEAS:
  Shrum, Church, Allen, Kelly


NAYS:  None


RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.
Set Public Hearing Date-Declaration of Industrial Development District #3.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council set the public hearing date of Tuesday, September 19, 2006, at 7:30 a.m. for the Declaration of Industrial Development District/Redevelopment District No. 3.  Contour Engineering Inc. plans on renovating the existing building for a manufacturing of molds for the plastics industry.  The owner anticipates additional development in the future.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve to set the Public Hearing for Tuesday, September 19, 2006, at 7:30 a.m., for the Industrial Development District/Redevelopment District No. 3.   All ayes carried the motion.

Set Public Hearing Date-IFT Transfer Americast.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve to set the public hearing date of Tuesday, September 19, 2006, at 7:30 a.m. or as soon there after as the agenda allows for the IFT Transfer from D & D Fabricating to Americast LLC.  Americast plans on manufacturing cast polymer products and will create 10 jobs within two years.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to set the Public Hearing for Tuesday, September 19, 2006, at 7:30 a.m., or as soon there after as the agenda allows for the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate Transfer request from D & D Fabricating to Americast LLC.   All ayes carried the motion.

Set Public Hearing Date-IFT Application Americast.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve to set the public hearing date of Tuesday, September 19, 2006, at 7:30 a.m. or as soon there after as the agenda allows for the Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate Application for Americast, LLC for the land and equipment improvements in the amount of $21,662.00.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve to set the public hearing date of Tuesday, September 19, 2006, at 7:30 a.m. or as soon as there after as the agenda allows for the Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate Application for Americast, LLC for the land and equipment improvements in the amount of $21,662.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approval of Proposal from Kessler Environmental-Tank Removal at IGA Parking Lot.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the proposal submitted by Kessler Environmental to remove the underground storage tanks at the corner of N. Mill Street and W. Center Street in the amount of $8,159.50.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the proposal for Kessler Environmental to remove the underground storage tanks at the corner of N. Mill Street and W. Center Street in the amount of $8,159.50.  All ayes carried the motion.

Recommendation of Alley Vacation.
City Manager McConkie stated that Utility Director Giles reviewed the alley way at Brown/Graham/Wilson Streets and he recommended that the alley way be vacated but the city would reserve easement rights for utilities.  

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve authorization for the City Manager to proceed to prepare the documents to vacate the alley way at Brown/Graham/Wilson.  All ayes carried the motion.

2006 Pavement Improvements Bid Award.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the bid proposal from Central Asphalt, Inc. with Major Street cost of $105,530.55 and Local Street cost of $88,410.45 and a total project amount of $193,941.45 for the 2006 Pavement Improvements. 
Utility Director Giles recommended that the City Council include River Court intersection at Union Street at estimated cost of $3,000 and Center Street in front of the Post Office at the cost of $1,000.  

City Manager McConkie recommended that the Major Street portion of the project authorized up to $111,000 as budgeted and to proceed to pave the road in the new section at the cemetery at a cost of $10,000.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve the bid proposal from Central Asphalt, Inc. with Major Street cost of $105,530.55 and Local Street cost of $88,410.45 and a total project amount of $193,941.45 for the 2006 Pavement Improvements and to authorize up to $111,000.00 as budgeted the following street improvements intersection at Union Street and River Court in the amount of $3,000.00, in front of the Post Office on W. Center Street in the amount of $1,000.00 and the new road at the cemetery in the amount of $10,000.00.  All ayes carried the motion.
Approve Bid for Asbestos Removal at 304 & 306 North Street.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to have Mid-State Asbestos Removal, Inc. to abate and dispose of the asbestos materials from the structures at 304 and 306 North Street in the amount of $8,500.00.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve Mid-State Asbestos Removal, Inc. to abate and dispose of the asbestos materials from the structures at 304 and 306 North Street in the amount of $8,500.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.  None
City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that Tammy Smith started work today in her office as an Accounting Assistant.

Clerk Roehrs stated that the last day to collect Summer Property Taxes without penalty is September 14, 2006.

Police Chief Report.

Police Lieutenant Evans stated that the Police Department has two new police reserves and one of the reserves is certifiable.

City Council Comments.
Council Member Shrum stated that there is hole in the road on the south end of East Street in the middle of the street.

Council Member Allen wanted to know if the water fountain for the river was found.

City Manager McConkie stated the city has the fountain it was just never installed this year.

Council Member Shrum suggested that the city start promoting house decorating for holidays again.

City Council discussed the matter and recommended that Council Member Shrum bring information back to them on how the event would be structured.

Mayor Pro Tem Kelly stated that last month he attended the St. Louis Police Pistol Match and was very impressed on how the event was set up by Lieutenant Evans.  The event was attended by various departments and was organized well.

Council Member Church stated that he also attended the pistol match and thought the event went well.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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September 19, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, September 19, 2006, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:


Patrick Herblet





Police Chief


Rosemary Horvath





Morning Sun


Kurt Giles






Utility Director


Phil Hansen






DDA Director


Katherine Goettling





City Assessor


Kim White






Librarian


Dave McMacken





Library Board


Erica Goff






Gratiot County Herald


Jan Bunting






County Commissioner


Don Schurr






Greater Gratiot Development


Janelle Willoughby





Contour Engineering


Dan Bishop






Americast L.L.C.

Council Member Shrum led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Council Member Kelly stated that in the last meeting minutes there was a discussion about the cats at 108 S. Pine Street and asked Chief Herblet if anything is being done about the cats. 

Police Chief Herblet stated that his department is working with Enforcement Officer Goettling on the problem.  The basement windows on the house were not broken out and the woman’s family has been with working with them to get the cats taken care of.

Council Member Kelly stated that he also wondered about the vacancy position on the Housing Commission reported in the last meeting minutes.

City Clerk Roehrs stated that Director Marsh was supposed to meet with herself and City Manager McConkie to decide some guidelines for the replacement on the resident appointment.  Will check with Director Marsh on the matter.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on September 5, 2006.   All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.

City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $577,380.82.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports for the Month of August 2006.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to receive and place on file the Monthly Reports for August of 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Hearings.

Industrial Development District & Plant Rehabilitation District-Contour.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:43 a.m. for Industrial Development District & Rehabilitation District for the property located at 2355 Michigan Avenue known as the former Waste Transfer Station and now to be known as Contour Engineering site of approximately 26.65+/-acres, under Public Act 198 of Public Acts of 1974.  

PARCEL 1

PART OF THE SOUTHEAST ¼ OF SECTION 26, T.12 N.-R.3 W., CITY OF ST. LOUIS, GRATIOT COUNTY, MICHIGAN DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:  ALL THAT PART OF THE SOUTHEAST ¼ OF SAID SETION LYING SOUTH AND EAST OF THE PINE RIVER, AND NORTH OF THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID SECTION AND WEST OF A LINE DESCRIBED AS:  TO FIX THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF SAID LINE COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID SECTION; THENCE N.89º-35’-00”W., ON AND ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID SECTION, 1098.99 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF SAID LINE; THENCE N.01º-14’-40”E., 282.16 FEET; THENCE N.30º-08’-44”W.744 FEET MORE OR LESS TO A POINT ON THE RIVER’S EDGE OF THE PINE RIVER AND THERE ENDING, CONTAINING 13.6+ ACRES OF LAND AND BEING SUBJECT TO AND TOGETHER WITH AN EASEMENT FOR INGRESS, EGRESS AND UTILITIES DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:  TO FIX THE POINT OF BEGINNING COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID SECTION; THENCE N.89º-35’-00”W., ON AND ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID SECTION, 178.52 FEET; THENCE S.51º-32’-56”E., ON AND ALONG THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF US HIGHWAY 127, 227.47 FEET; THENCE S.00º-09’-09”W., ON AND ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION, 48.95 FEET; THENCE S.49º-29’-08”W., ON AND ALONG THE CENTERLINE OF MICHIGAN AVENUE, 76.67 FEET; THENCE N.40º-30’-14”W., 316.75 FEET TO A POINT ON SAID SOUTH SECTION LINE; THENCE N.89º-35’-00”W., ON AND ALONG SAID SOUTH SECTION LINE, 56.48 FEET; THENCE N.70º-12’-38”W., 232.15 FEET; THENCE N.56º-16’21”W., 376.42 FEET; THENCE S.82º-00’-35” W., 242.76 FEET; THENCE N.14º-58’-04”W., 66.49 FEET; THENCE N. 82º-00’-35”E., 275.98 FEET; THENCE S.56º-16’-21”E., 395.20 FEET; THENCE S.70º-12’-39”E., 212.82 FEET; THENCE S.89º-35’-00”E. PARALLEL WITH SAID SOUTH SECTION LINE, 46.85 FEET; THENCE S51º-32’-56”E. ON AND ALONG THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF US HIGHWAY 127,107.12 FEET BACK TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING AND ALSO BEING SUBJECT TO AND TOGETHER WITH ANY OTHER EASEMENTS, RESTRICTIONS OR RIGHTS OF WAY OF RECORD.

PARCEL 2 
PART OF THE SOUTHEAST ¼ OF SECTION 26, T.12 N.-R.3 W., CITY OF ST. LOUIS, GRATIOT COUNTY, MICHIGAN DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:  TO FIX THE POINT OF BEGINNING, COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID SECTION; THENCE N.89º-35’-00”W., ON AND ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID SECTION, 221.52 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THIS DESCRIPTION; THENCE CONTINUING N.89º-35’-00” W., ON AND ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID SECTION 877.47 FEET; THENCE N.01º-14’-40”E., 282.16 FEET; THENCE N.82º-00’-35”E., 249.97 FEET; THENCE S.56º-16’-21”E., 385.81 FEET; THENCE S.70º-12’-39”E., 321.97 FEET BACK TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING 3.66 ACRES OF LAND AND BEING SUBJECT TO AND TOGETHER WITH AN EASEMENT FOR INGRESS, EGRESS AND UTILITIES DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: TO FIX THE POINT OF BEGINNING COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID SECTION; THENCE N.89º-35’-00”W., ON AND ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID SECTION, 178.52 FEET; THENCE S.51º-32’-56”E., ON AND ALONG THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF US HIGHWAY 127, 227.47 FEET; THENCE S.00º-09;-09” W., ON AND ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION, 48.95 FET; THENCE S.49º-29’-08”W., ON AND ALONG THE CENTERLINE OF MICHIGAN AVENUE, 76.67 FEET; THENCE N.40º-30”-14”W., 316.75 FEET TO A POINT ON SAID SOUTH SECTION LINE; THENCE N.89º-35’-00”W., ON AND ALONG SAID SOUTH SECTION LINE, 56.48 FEET; THENCE N.70º-12’-39”W., 232.15 FEET; THENCE N.56º-16’-21”W., 376.42 FEET; THENCE S.82º-00’-35”W., 242.76 FEET; THENCE N.14º-58’-04”W., 66.49 FEET; THENCE N.82º-00’-35”E., 275.98 FEET; THENCE S.56º-16’-21”E., 395.20 FEET; THENCE S.70º-12’-39”E., 212.82 FEET; THENCE S.89º-35”-00”E., PARALLEL WITH SAID SOUTH SECTION LINE, 46.85 FEET; THENCE S51º-32’-56”E., ON AND ALONG THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF US HIGHWAY 127, 107.12 FEET BACK TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING AND ALSO BEING SUBJECT TO AND TOGETHER WITH ANY OTHER EASEMENTS, RESTRICTIONS OR RIGHTS OF WAY OF RECORD.

PARCEL 3 
PART OF THE SOUTHEAST ¼ OF SECTION 26, T.12 N.-R.3 W., CITY OF ST. LOUIS, GRATIOT COUNTY, MICHGIAN DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:  TO FIX THE POINT OF BEGINNING, COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID SECTION; THENCE N.89º-35’-00”W., ON AND ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID SECTION, 178.52 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THIS DESCRIPTION; THENCE CONTINUING N.89º-35’-00”W., ON AND ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID SECTION, 43.00 FEET; THENCE N.70º-12’-39”W., 321.97 FEET; THENCE N.56º-16’-21”W., 385.81 FEET; THENCE S.82º-00’-35”W., 249.97 FEET; THENCE N.30º-08’-44”W., 744.27 FEET; THENCE N.44º-49’-59”E., ON AND ALONG THE SOUTHERLY BANK OF THE PINE RIVER, 71.27 FEET; THENCE S.51º-32’-56”E., ON AND ALONG THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY OF HIGHWAY US-127, 1580.68 FEET BACK TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING 6.12 ACRES OF LAND AND BEING SUBJECT TO AND TOGETHER WITH AN EASEMENT FOR INGRESS, EGRESS AND UTILITIES DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:  TO FIX THE POINT OF BEGINNING COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID SECTION; THENCE N.89º-35’-00”W., ON AND ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID SECTION, 178.52 FEET; THENCE S.51º-32’-56”E., ON AND ALONG THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF US HIGHWAY 127, 227.47 FEET; THENCE S.00º-09’-09”W., ON AND ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION, 48.95FEET; THENCE S.49º-29’-08”W., ON AND ALONG THE CENTERLINE OF MICHIGAN AVENUE, 76.67 FEET; THENCE N.40º-30’-14”W., 316.75 FEET TO A POINT ON SAID SOUTH SECTION LINE; THENCE N.89º-35’-00”W., ON AND ALONG SAID SOUTH SECTION LINE, 56.48 FEET; THENCE N.70º-12’-39”W., 232.15 FEET; THENCE N. 56º-16’-21”W., 376.42 FEET; THENCE S.82º-00’-35”W., 242.76 FEET; THENCE N.14º-58’-04”W.,66.49 FEET; THENCE N.82º-00’-35”E., 275.98 FEET; THENCE 56º-16’-21”E., 395.20 FEET; THENCE S.70º-12’-39”E., 212.82 FEET; THENCE S.89º-35’-00”E., PARALLEL WITH SAID SOUTH SECTION LINE, 46.85 FEET; THENCE S51º-32’-56”E., ON AND ALONG THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF US HIGHWAY 127, 107.12 FEET BACK TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING AND ALSO BEING SUBJECT TO AND TOGETHER WITH ANY OTHER EASEMENTS, RESTRICTIONS OR RIGHTS OF WAY OF RECORD.

PARCEL 4
PART OF THE NORTHEAST ¼ OF SECTION 35, T.12 N.R3 W., CITY OF ALMA, GRATIOT COUNTY, MICHIGAN DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:  ALL THAT PART OF THE NORTHEAST ¼ OF SAID SECTION LYING EAST OF THE PINE RIVER, AND SOUTH OF THE NORTH LINE OF SAID SECTION AND WEST AND NORTH OF A LINE DESCRIBED AS:  TO FIX THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF SAID LINE COMMENCE AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID SECTION; THENCE N.89º-35’-00”W., ON AND ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF SAID SECTION, 1358.00 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF SAID LINE; THENCE S.77º-17’-34”W., 297.03 FEET; THENCE S.29º-17’-58”E., 368.57 FEET; THENCE S.02º-27’-51”E., 230.33 FEET; THENCE S.63 º-08’-09”W., 387.69 FEET; THENCE N40º-32’-00”W., 15.93 FEET TO A POINT ON THE BANK OF THE PINE RIVER AND THERE ENDING, CONTAINING 2.7+ ACRES OF LAND AND BEING SUBJECT TO AND TOGETHER WITH ANY OTHER EASEMENTS RESTRICTIONS OR RIGHTS OF WAY OF RECORD.

PARCEL 5

PART OF THE NORTHEAST ¼ OF SECTION 35, T.12 N.-R.3 W., CITY OF ALMA, GRATIOT COUNTY, MICHIGAN DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:  TO FIX THE POINT OF BEGINNING, COMMENCE AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID SECTION; THENCE N.89º-35’-00”W., ON AND ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF SAID SECTION, 178.52 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THIS DESCRIPTION; THENCE S.51º-32’-56”E., ON AND ALONG THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY OF HIGHWAY US-127, 227.47 FEET TO A POINT ON THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION, SAID POINT BEING S.00º-09’-09”W., ON AND ALONG SAID WEST SECTION LINE, 140.15 FEET FROM SAID NORTHEAST CORNER; THENCE S.00º-09’-09”W., ON AND ALONG SAID WEST SECTION LINE, 48.95 FEET TO A POINT ON THE CENTERLINE OF MICHIGAN AVENUE; THENCE S.49º-29’-08”W., ON AND ALONG SAID CENTERLINE 76.67 FEET; THENCE N.40º-30’-14”W., 316.75 FEET; THENCE S.89º-35’-00”E., ON AND ALONG SAID NORTH SECTION LINE, 86.00 FEET BACK TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING 0.57 ACRES OF LAND AND BEING SUBJECT TO AND TOGETHER WITH AN EASEMENT FOR INGRESS, EGRESS AND UTILITIES DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:  TO FIX THE POINT OF BEGINNING COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID SECTION; THENCE N.89º-35’-00”W., ON AND ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID SECTION, 178.52 FEET; THENCE S.51º-32’-56”E., ON AND ALONG THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF US HIGHWAY 127, 227.47 FEET; THENCE S.00º-09’-09”W., ON AND ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION, 48.95 FEET; THENCE S.49º-29’-08”W., ON AND ALONG THE CENTERLINE OF MICHIGAN AVENUE, 76.67 FEET; THENCE N.40º-30’-14”W., 316.75 FEET TO A POINT ON SAID SOUTH SECTION LINE; THENCE N.89º-35’-00”W., ON AND ALONG SAID SOUTH SECTION LINE, 56.48 FEET; THENCE N.70º-12’-39”W., 232.15 FEET; THENCE N.56º-16’-21”W., 376.42 FEET; THENCE S.82º-00’-35”W., 242.76 FEET; THENCE N.14º-58’-04”W., 66.49 FEET; THENCE N.82º-00’-35”E., 275.98 FEET; THENCE S.56º-16’-21”E., 395.20 FEET; THENCE S.70º-12’-39”E., 212.82 FEET; THENCE S.89º-35’-00”E., PARALLEL WITH SAID SOUTH SECTION LINE, 46.85 FEET; THENCE S.51º-32’-56”E., ON AND ALONG THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF US HIGHWAY 127, 107.12 FEET BACK TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING AND ALSO BEING SUBJECT TO AND TOGETHER WITH ANY OTHER EASEMENTS, RESTRICTIONS OR RIGHTS OF WAY OF RECORD.
Don Schurr explained that the dual Industrial Development and Plant Rehabilitation District is needed for the former Waste Transfer Station on the other side of U.S. 127 because Contour Engineering is going to be redeveloping the existing structure and are planning future development of the site.

Janelle Willoughby of Contour Engineering Inc., stated that their company is a plastics tooling industry that   

manufactures automotive containers.  Planning on expanding the company and create new jobs.

Mayor Kubin welcomed Contour Engineering to St. Louis and stated that he was glad to have the company in the community.

There was no opposition heard on the matter.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:46 a.m.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Shrum and supported by Member Church.

TO ESTABLISH AN INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT & PLANT REHABILITION DISTRICT

Resolution establishing an Industrial Development and Plant Rehabilitation District for property on 
2355 Michigan Ave. as described on the attachments.


WHEREAS, pursuant to Act No. 198 of the Public Acts of 1974, as amended, the City of St. Louis has the authority to establish “Industrial Development and Plant Rehabilitation Districts” within the City of St. Louis; and


WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis in consultation with Greater Gratiot Development, Inc. received a request from Contour Engineering, Inc. for the establishment of said Districts for property located on Michigan Ave. and contemplated for development/rehabilitation by Contour Engineering; and 


WHEREAS, Greater Gratiot Development, Inc. after conferring with the City, requests the St. Louis City Council to establish a dual, Industrial & Plant Rehabilitation Development District on all the property comprising what is known as the former solid waste transfer site on Michigan Ave. and said property is located in the City of St. Louis hereinafter described on the attachment; and


WHEREAS, construction, acquisitions, alterations, or installations of a proposed facility had not commenced at the time of filing of the request to establish the districts; and

WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis has found and determined that the property which comprises the proposed Districts and is known as the former solid waste transfer site is more than 50% obsolete and currently unusable; and 


WHEREAS, written notice has been given by mail to all owners of real property located within the districts, and to the public by newspaper advertisement and by public posting of the hearing on the establishment of the proposed districts; and 


WHERAS, ON September 19 at 7:30 a.m. at a regular Council meeting a public hearing was held at which all of the owners of real property within the proposed Industrial Development & Plant Rehabilitation District, and all residents, and taxpayers of the City of St. Louis were afforded an opportunity to be heard thereon; and 


WHEREAS, the Council deems it to be in the public interest of the City of St. Louis to establish the Industrial Development & Plant Rehabilitation District as proposed;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the St. Louis City Council that the following described parcel of land situated in the City of St. Louis, County of Gratiot, and State of Michigan, to wit:

Those parcels of land described on the attached, Exhibit A,

AND commonly referred to as the former waste transfer station, now to be known as the Contour Engineering site, of approximately 26.65 +/- acres,

BE AND HERE, is established as an Industrial Development & Plant Rehabilitation District pursuant to the provisions of the Act No. 198 of the Public Acts of 1974 to be known as the City of St. Louis Industrial Development & Plant Rehabilitation District Number #2

AYES:

Shrum, Church, Allen, Kelly, Kubin
NAYS:
None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED

Public Hearing-IFT Transfer Americast.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:46 a.m. for the request from Americast LLC to transfer Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate #2001-452 from D & D Fabricating to Americast L.L.C. for property located at 107 Enterprise Drive.

Don Schurr stated that Americast L.L.C. recently purchased the property and building from D & D Fabricating and are requesting that the City Council approve to transfer Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate #2001-452 that expires December 30, 2014, transferred to them.

Dan Bishop, owner of Americast stated that the company will move into the building in about a month.  Currently installing conveyor tracks in the building to help increase production.  His company manufactures custom made counter tops.

Council Member Church inquired if Americast plans to create new jobs for the community.

Bishop stated that the company plans on creating 10 to 12 new jobs in the next couple of years.

Mayor Kubin welcomed Dan Bishop and his company to St. Louis and thanked him for coming to the meeting.

There was no opposition heard on the matter.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:49 a.m.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Kelly and supported by Member Shrum.

WHEREAS, pursuant to P.A. 198 of 1974, M.C.L. 207.551 et seq., after a duly noticed public hearing held on April 7, 1986, this Council, by resolution, established St. Louis Industrial Development District No. 2, as requested by Greater Gratiot Development, Inc., and


WHEREAS, Americast L.L.C. has acquired the building formerly owned by D & D Fabricating, Inc., the current holder of the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate recommended for approval by this Council; and 


WHEREAS, Americast L.L.C. is locating and expanding its manufacturing of cast polymer products in the City of St. Louis; and 


WHEREAS, Americast L.L.C. has filed an application for the transfer of the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate with respect to the acquired facility within Industrial Development District No. 2 ; and 


WHEREAS, before acting on said application, the City Council held a hearing on September 19, 2006, at the City Council Chambers at 7:30 a.m., at which hearing the applicant, the Assessor, and a representative of the affected taxing units were given written notice and were afforded an opportunity to be heard on said application; and 

WHEREAS, the law contemplates allowing for the transfer of existing Certificates within a reasonable period of time to eligible new owners; and 


WHEREAS, transfer, expansion, and operation of the facility to and by the new owners will create 10 new jobs within a 2- year period of time in the City of St. Louis and Gratiot County; and


WHEREAS, the aggregate SEV of real and personal property exempt from ad valorem taxes within the City, after granting the transfer of certificates, will not exceed 5% of an amount equal to the sum of the SEV of the unit, plus the SEV of personal and real property thus exempted, the Council finds there will be no adverse impact, in fact, the Council finds there will be a positive long term benefit,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY the Council of the City of St. Louis that: 

1. Americast L.L.C. is eligible to apply for Industrial Facility Exemption Certificates.

2. The Council finds and determines that the granting of the transfer of the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate considered together with the aggregate amount of certificates previously granted and currently in force under Act No. 198 of the Public Acts of 1974, shall not have the effect of substantially impeding he operation of the City of St. Louis, or impairing the financial soundness of a taxing unit which levies ad valorem taxes in the City of St. Louis; and

3. The Council recommends to the Michigan State Tax Commission the granting of transfer of the Certificate for the balance of their existence, to wit:

BE AND THE SAME IS HEREBY APPROVE, and that 

The Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate, when transferred shall be and remain in force for the same period of time as the original Certificate.

AYES:
Kelly, Shrum, Allen, Church, Kubin
NAYS:
None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPED.

Public Hearing- IFT Request from Americast L.L.C.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:49 a.m. for Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate Request from Americast L.L.C. at 107 Enterprise Drive for real and personal property.

Don Schurr stated that Americast IFT request is for $280.00 in real property additions to the existing building and $21,382.00 for personal property on the equipment purchased.  The company is requesting a 12 year abatement for the real property and seven year abatement for the personal property.

There was no opposition heard on the matter.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:50 a.m.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Shrum and supported by Member Allen.

APPROVING A RECOMMENDATION OF AN INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES EXEMPTION FOR AMERICAST L.L.C.


WHEREAS, pursuant to P.A. 198 of 1974, M.C.L. 207.551 et seq., after a duly noticed public hearing held on April 7, 1986, this Council, by resolution, established St. Louis Industrial Development district No. 2, as requested by Greater Gratiot Development, Inc.; and 


WHEREAS, Americast L.L.C. has filed an application for an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate with respect to expansion of and acquisition of new equipment for an existing facility located within the Industrial Development District; and


WHEREAS, before acting on said application, the City Council held a hearing on September 19, 2006, at the City Council Chambers, at 7:30 a.m., at which hearing the applicant, the Assessor, and a representative of the affected taxing units were given written notice and were afforded an opportunity to be heard on said application; and 


WHEREAS, the expansion of building and installation of new machinery and equipment had not begun earlier than August 16, 2006, six (6) months before February 25, 2005, the date of the acceptance of the application for the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate; and 


WHEREAS, the location and expansion of the facility will create 10 new employment positions within a 2 year period of time in the City of St. Louis and Gratiot County; and 


WHEREAS, the aggregate SEV of real and personal property exempt from ad valorem taxes within the City, after granting the transfer of certificates, will not exceed 5% of an amount equal to the sum of the SEV of the unit, plus the SEV of personal and real property thus exempted, the Council finds there will be no adverse impact, in fact, the Council finds there will be a positive long term benefit,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY the Council of the City of St. Louis that: 

4. Americast L.L.C. is eligible to apply for Industrial Facility Exemption Certificates.

5. The Council finds and determines that the granting of the transfer of the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate considered together with the aggregate amount of certificates previously granted and currently in force under Act No. 198 of the Public Acts of 1974, shall not have the effect of substantially impeding he operation of the City of St. Louis, or impairing the financial soundness of a taxing unit which levies ad valorem taxes in the City of St. Louis; and

6. The Council recommends to the Michigan State Tax Commission the granting of  the request for an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate, to wit:

BE AND THE SAME IS HEREBY APPROVE, and that the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate, when approved shall be and remain in force for a twelve (12) year period for all real improvements and a seven (7) year period of time for the addition of machinery and equipment.

AYES:
Shrum, Allen, Church, Kelly, Kubin
NAYS:
None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPED.

Communications.


City Manager McConkie stated that correspondence from the MML stated that the State Board of Canvassers unanimously voted to keep SOS off the Ballot.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve to receive and place on file communications received.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.


Librarian White stated that at the last library board meeting it was decided to make recommendation to the City Council to approve to levy 1 mill on the property taxes for library operation and thought the matter was going to be on this meeting agenda.
Mayor Kubin stated that the City Council asked City Clerk Roehrs to inquire on the procedure to levy 1 mill on the property tax statements.

The consensus of the City Council is to place the 1 mill on next summer’s property tax statements.

City Manager McConkie stated that he and City Clerk Roehrs talked with the City Attorney today and the attorney is going to prepare the resolution that council will have to adopt to levy the mill.

City Clerk Roehrs stated that the City Attorney is checking on the legality of spreading the mill on the DDA District and Industrial Facilities Exemption.

Code Enforcement Officer Goettling stated that 108 S. Pine Street is not the only dwelling that is feeding and housing multiple cats on that street.   The woman’s family at 108 S. Pine Street is repairing the house but there are no broken windows in the basement of the house.  The family made contact with the Gratiot Animal Shelter to take some of the cats but the shelter refused to take them. 

Chief Herblet stated that he has been looking for ordinances on cats and not many cities have ordinances on cat regulations.  Did find an ordinance that restricts the amount of cats a resident is allowed.   
Commissioner Bunting stated that she would check on as to why the Animal Shelter wouldn’t take the cats because that is what the shelter is for.

New Business.
Request from Resurrection Life Church.
City Manager McConkie stated that he wasn’t aware of the request from the Resurrection Life Church to use the city’s vacant lot south of the Resurrection Life Church for parking area on October 7, 2006, for the public auction they are having as a fund raising event for upcoming mission trips.  He requested that the City Council authorize him to make a decision on the matter after he investigates the site.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve authorization for the City Manager to decide if the Resurrection Life Church could  use the city’s vacant lot south of the Resurrection Life Church for parking area on October 7, 2006, for the public auction they are having as a fund raising event for upcoming mission trips.  All ayes carried the motion.

St. Louis Depot Project Bid Award.
City Manager McConkie recommended that City Council approve the bid proposal from M.C. Smith Associates and Architectural Group in the amount of $12,918.00 for the design development, construction drawings, bidding, construction administration, and project close out for the Depot Grant Project. 

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the bid proposal from M.C. Smith Associates and Architectural Group in the amount of $12,918.00 for the design development, construction drawings, bidding, construction administration, and project close out for the Depot Grant Project.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager McConkie stated that the City was awarded the Transportation Enhancement Grant for the St. Louis Streetscape/Historical Society Depot Project.  The total project amount is $695,504.00.   

City Manager McConkie stated that he wanted to recognize the work efforts of DDA Director Hansen, Utility Director Giles and City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs for their input on the grant application and to let them know that they are appreciated.  

Mayor Kubin stated that receiving the grant was very good news for St. Louis.

Set Public Hearing for IFT Request from JER-DEN Plastics.
City Manager McConkie stated that JER-DEN Plastics submitted an Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate Application for real and personal property in the amount of $319,424.01.  The City Council needs to set the Public Hearing Date of Tuesday, October 3, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the IFT Application.

Moved by Church, supported by Allen, to approve the Public Hearing Date of Tuesday, October 3, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. for the Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate Request from JER-DEN Plastics, Inc.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.  None
City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs commended the office staff for their excellent work during the busiest time last week of tax and utility bill collection.

The Auditors are done with their thorough field work and understand the city was given a clean audit. 

Police Chief Report.

Police Chief Herblet stated that he is working with his officers to make them more community visible and would like council’s help to let him know that they are seeing them in the community.

City Council Comments.
Council Member Allen stated that she appreciates the thoroughness of the auditors when conducting the audit.

Council Member Shrum stated that the road that goes around the mill pond off to the right is in bad shape.

Council Member Allen stated that there was some repair work done on Gratiot but it is on the list for resurfacing this fall.

City Manager McConkie stated that next summer it will be a busy construction season with Olive Road reconstruction at a cost of about $700,000 and the Streetscape Project of about $700,000.

Mayor Kubin stated that there are two houses being built in the new part of Westgate Subdivision and one house is already sold.

Mayor Kubin asked Director Hansen if he knew that Herbs in the Middle renovated the back of their building.  The appearance of the building has greatly improved with the new siding on it.

Director Hansen stated that he was not aware of the improvement but would go and look at it.

Mayor Kubin suggested that the council have a student delegate just to attend council meetings this year.

Director Hansen stated that Mayor Kubin should contact Erin Bush at the High School for a recommendation of a student to be the delegate.

The consensus of the City Council was to have a junior or senior student be the delegate. 

Council Member Church stated that he wanted to know if the structure put on the property on S. Main Street was a trailer house.  

Code Enforcement Officer Goettling stated that the structure is a manufactured house and meets the BOCA Building Code.  A zoning permit was issued for the house because it meets the yard set backs.  The Building Inspector approved the building permit.

Council Member Allen stated that Alma has an age requirement for used manufactured homes and thought maybe St. Louis should look at putting provisions in the zoning ordinance on age requirements.

City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council have the Planning Commission review the matter this winter when they are redoing the Zoning Ordinance.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve authorization for the Planning Commission to review the used manufactured home age requirement.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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September 27, 2006

The Workshop Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Wednesday, September 27, 2006, at 3:00 p.m., in the Sheraton Hotel in Lansing, Michigan.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:


Kurt Giles






Utility Director


Michael Parsons





Electric Foreman

Mayor Kubin stated that the City Council called the special workshop meeting to discuss the status of various city issues and potential future projects and programs including the following.

· Library Millage on City Summer Property Taxes.

· New Water Well Location and water system work plan.

· Housing Project-Dick Green Property.

· IGA Corner property.

· Historical Society MDOT Grant.

· North Mill Street/Saginaw Street Four Way Stop.

· Update on Rowley & Church Property.

· Incentive Program –DDA Facade.

· Hovey Company MSHDA Housing Pilot Project.

· Tacho’s Project.

· Tester Lot Project.

· Contour Engineering.

· Roads/Sidewalks/Water/Sewer/Electric Capital Outlay Projects.

· City Hall Addition & Improvements. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m.
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October 3, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, October 3, 2006, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Student Delegate:

Kristin Travis

Others in Attendance:

Mari Anne Layman





Administrative Assistant


Rosemary Horvath





Morning Sun


Patrick Herblet





Police Chief


Don Schurr






Greater Gratiot


Michael Wood






4th District 


Jeff Stahl






JER-DEN Plastics

Tom Allen






27 Park, St. Louis


12 St. Louis High School Students

Council Member Allen led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Mayor Kubin welcomed Student Delegate Travis and the High School Students.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on September 19, 2006.   All ayes carried the motion.

Financial Reports.

City Council discussed the Financial Reports.

Clerk Roehrs informed Council Members the Financial Reports are after all audit adjustments.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to receive and place on file the Financial Reports. All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.

City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $240,059.16.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for the Month of September 2006.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to receive and place on file the Monthly Board Minutes for September 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Hearing – Jer Den Plastics IFT Request.

Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:10 p.m. for the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate Request from Jer Den Plastics, Inc. at 750 Woodside Drive for real and personal property added to their existing plant.

Jeff Stahl General Manager for JER-DEN Plastics requested an IFT for new equipment and additional office space, which added four new employees.

Council Member Allen stated she was excited to see the expansion for the 3rd or 4th time since she has been a Council member.

Don Schurr, Greater Gratiot explained and IFT is a 50% tax reduction.  12 years on real property and 7 years for personal property.  

There was no opposition heard on the matter.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:13 p.m.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Allen, and supported by Member Shrum.           

WHEREAS, pursuant to P.A. 198 of 1974, M.C.L. 207.551 et seq., after a duly noticed public hearing held on April 7, 1986, this Council, by resolution, established St. Louis Industrial Development District No. 2, as requested by Greater Gratiot Development, Inc.; and

WHEREAS, JER-DEN Plastics, Inc. has filed an application for an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate with respect to expansion of and acquisition of new equipment for an existing facility located within the Industrial Development District; and 

WHEREAS, before acting on said application, the City Council held a hearing on October 3rd, 2006, at the City Council Chambers, at 7:15 p.m., at which hearing the applicant, the Assessor, and  a representative of the affected taxing units were given written notice and were afforded an opportunity to be heard on said application; and

WHEREAS, the expansion of the building and installation of the new machinery and equipment had not begun earlier than March 14, 2006, six (6) months before September 14, 2006, the date of the acceptance of the application for the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate; and

WHEREAS, the expansion of the facility will retain 40 and create 4 new employment positions within a 2 year period of time in the City of St. Louis and Gratiot County; and
WHEREAS, the aggregate SEV of real and personal property exempt from ad valorem taxes within the City, after granting the transfer of certificates, will not exceed 5% of an amount equal to the sum of the SEV of the unit, plus the SEV of personal and real property thus exempted, the Council finds there will be no adverse impact, in fact, the Council finds there will be a positive long term benefit,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY the Council of the City of St. Louis that:

1.  JER-DEN Plastics, Inc. is eligible to apply for Industrial Facility Exemption Certificates.

2.  The Council finds and determines that the granting of the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate considered together with the aggregate amount of certificates previously granted and currently in force under Act No. 198 of the Public Acts of 1974, shall not have the effect of substantially impeding the operation of the City of St. Louis, or impairing the financial soundness of a taxing unit which levies ad valorem taxes in the City of St. Louis; and

3.  The Council recommends to the Michigan State Tax Commission the granting of the request for an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate, to wit:

be and the same is hereby approved, and that

The Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificates, when approved shall be and remain in force for a twelve (12) year period for all real improvements and a seven (7) year period of time for the addition of machinery and equipment.

AYES:  Allen, Shrum, Kubin, Church, Kelly
NAYS:  None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.
Public Comments.


Michael Wood introduced himself and stated he was running for Gratiot County’s 4th District.

Communications.


Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve to receive and place on file communications received.  All ayes carried the motion.

New Business.
Payment to Janson Equipment for Leaf Truck Repairs.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the repair costs for the Leaf Truck to Janson Equipment in the amount of $5,424.27.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve the repair costs for the Leaf Truck to Janson Equipment in the amount of $5,424.27.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Cost for RBC Shaft Rebuild at WWTP.
City Manager McConkie requested that City Council approve authorization for Baxter Manufacture to rebuild the RBC Shaft at the Wastewater Treatment Plant in the amount of $8,134.00. 

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve authorization for Baxter Manufacture to rebuild the RBC Shaft at the Wastewater Treatment Plant in the amount of $8,134.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Sewer Flow Monitoring Equipment.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the purchase of Sewer Flow Monitoring Equipment from Martin Control Services in the amount of $11,101.50 for the Wastewater Treatment System contingent upon the City of Alma approving their share at their next Commission meeting.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the purchase of Sewer Flow Monitoring Equipment from Martin Control Services in the amount of $11,101.50 for the Wastewater Treatment System contingent upon the City of Alma approving their share at their next Commission meeting.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of 2007 Police Patrol Vehicle.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase a 2007 Ford Crown Victoria Police Package Patrol Vehicle from Jim Navarre Ford and approve payment in the amount of $21,492.50 that is a budgeted item.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Allen, to approve the purchase of a 2007 Ford Crown Victoria Police Package Patrol Vehicle from Jim Navarre Ford and approve payment in the amount of $21,492.50.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.  

No items to report.
City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that she would be off work until October 16, 2006.

Last day to register for the General Election to be held on November 7, 2006 is Tuesday, October 10, 2006.

Police Chief Report.

Police Chief Herblet stated that this weekend is St. Louis’ homecoming and there will be additional patrol.

Has become involved with Leadership Gratiot which is a group of local leaders.  Meetings are the 3rd Friday of every month for 8 hour sessions at the RESD.

City Council Comments.
Council Member Shrum stated he was glad to see officer presence at the JV Football game.

Council Member Kelly was pleased with the High School student participation at the Council meetings.

Council Member Church requested Chief Herblet check the Smith Family Funeral Home sign at the corner of East Street and M-46 for vision impairment at the intersection.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Allen, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Mari Anne Layman

Administrative Assistant
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October 17, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, October 17, 2006, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Student Delegate:

Kristin Travis

Others in Attendance:


Patrick Herblet





Police Chief


Rosemary Horvath





Morning Sun


Kurt Giles






Utility Director


Phil Hansen






DDA Director


Katherine Goettling





City Assessor


Craig Evans






Lieutenant


Kim White






Librarian

Mayor Kubin led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the special meeting held on September 27, 2006.   All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on October 3, 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.

City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $384,041.06.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports for the Month of September 2006.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to receive and place on file the Monthly Reports for September of 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.


Jim Williams President of Peerless Midwest introduced himself to the City Council and thanked them for the opportunity for his company to work on the rehabilitation of Wells #5 and 6 last year.  He expressed appreciation on being able to work through the communication problems that happened during the project and he is looking forward to working in the future with the city on the new water wells.
Communications.


City Manager McConkie stated that correspondence was received from DART Service on the July-September Report, Charter Rate Adjustment, thank you letter from Resurrection Life, Art Rouse and library operation millage.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve to receive and place on file communications received.  All ayes carried the motion.

New Business.
Traffic Control Order #110-1.124.
City Manager McConkie stated that Police Chief Herblet recommended that the City Council approve Traffic Control Order #110-1.124 to read as follows: “North Mill Street at West Saginaw Street be designated a four way stop to regulate the flow of traffic.”

Council Member Kelly wanted to know how the stop signs were going to be installed at the intersection because he expressed concern about the signs hanging down and getting knocked off.

Director Hansen stated that the stop signs will be attached to a 48” arm off of the new Victorian Street Light poles.  There will also be stop lines painted on the street to alert the drivers.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve Traffic Control Order #110-1.124 to read as follows: “North Mill Street at West Saginaw Street be designated a four way stop to regulate the flow of traffic.”  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve the Michigan Downtown Association Agreement.
City Manager McConkie recommended that City Council approve the Administrative Agreement between the City of Saint Louis and the Michigan Downtown Association in the amount of $20,000.00 to expire on September 20, 2007.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the Administrative Agreement between the City of Saint Louis and the Michigan Downtown Association in the amount of $20,000.00 to expire on September 20, 2007 and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Agreement on behalf of the City of St. Louis.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Resolution.
City Manager McConkie stated that if the City Council wanted to levy a mill to operate the library next budget year that they need to adopt the Resolution of Intent Approving One-Mill for Maintenance of Public Library.  In the budget hearing process the City Council will have to incorporate language to notify the public that the city is going to levy one-mill for the library operation and then in the budget resolution the levying of the one-mill for the library will have to be included.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Shrum and supported by Member Church.

 
WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis (“City”) has established a public library as authorized by its Charter and by the laws of the State of Michigan; and


WHEREAS, the City is authorized, pursuant to Michigan law, MCL 397.201, to levy a tax of not to exceed one mill annually on all taxable property which is located within the City, both real and personal; and


WHEREAS, the one-mill tax levy is in addition to the tax limitation as provided in the City Charter, and is authorized by law to take effect without approval of the electors of the City; and 


WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that the continued operation of the library is dependant upon additional revenue to support the operation and maintenance of the public library.


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY CONCIL OF THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS AS FOLLOWS:

1. This City Council hereby approves of the increase in the general ad valorem taxes which are imposed upon real and tangible personal property under Michigan law for the City of St. Louis, Gratiot County Michigan, by one-mill ($1.00 per $1,000.00), to provide funds for the operation and maintenance of the City of St. Louis Public Library.  Pursuant to MCL 211,24 (e), the above one mill increase for public library shall be included in the public hearing notice which shall be jointly published with the notice of the public hearing on the City of St. Louis proposed budget for fiscal year 2007-08.

2. Following the public hearing, the City Council shall establish the one-mill public library tax levy by resolution of the Council.

Yeas:  Shrum, Church, Allen, Kelly, Kubin

Nays:
None


RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.
Approve Resolution for 2006-2011 Park & Recreation Plan.

City Manager McConkie stated that the Parks & Recreation Commission held a public hearing last night for the 2006-2011 City of Saint Louis Park & Recreation Plan and adopted a resolution recommending that the City Council approve the plan.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Shrum and supported by Member Allen.

WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis Parks and Recreation Commission prepared the “City of St. Louis Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan”, and;


WHEREAS, the proposed improvements in the “City of St. Louis Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan” were developed in response to needs and deficiencies which were identified through public meetings, recreation provider interviews and local recreation inventories, and;


WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis Council has reviewed the “City of St. Louis Five Years Parks and Recreation Master Plan” and has determined that the plan is consistent with the City’s long-range vision of recreational facilities within the St. Louis area, and will improve the number and quality of recreational opportunities within the St. Louis area;


NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of St. Louis City Council hereby adopts the “City of St. Louis Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan”.

YEAS:

Shrum, Allen, Church, Kelly, Kubin
NAYS:
None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.
City Manager’s Report.  
City Manager McConkie stated that at the Brownfield Task Committee meeting yesterday the Rowley & Church building demolition was discussed.  Have been trying to work with the railroad company on obtaining access to the property to demolish the buildings but the railroad company does not respond back.   

City Manager McConkie recommended that the city send a letter to the railroad to let them know that the city intends to access their property to demolish the Rowley & Church buildings and if they do not respond in a certain amount of days the city would start to proceed with demolition.  The Brownfield Task Committee would like the City Council to authorize proceeding with the matter.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve authorization for the City of Saint Louis to proceed to notify Rail America that the city intends to access their property on N. Main Street to demolish the Rowley & Church buildings and if they do not respond within 14 days the city will demolition the buildings.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that absentee ballots are available for the November 7th election.

City Clerk Roehrs reminded the City Council that the next Council meeting will be held Wednesday, November 8, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. due to the General Election on November 7, 2006.

Police Chief Report.

Police Chief Herblet invited the City Council members to an Emergency Response Training on Saturday, November 4, 2006, at 11:00 a.m. at the Police Department.

Student Delegate Report.
None
City Council Comments.
Council Member Kelly stated that there was concern about a possible rowdy crowd to be at the homecoming football game and there was a good presence of the police department at the event and there were no crowd problems.

Council Member Church wanted to know why the D.P.W. was only using the leaf trailer to pick up leaves and not using the leaf truck that was recently fixed.

City Manager McConkie stated that the D.P.W. was using both vehicles to pick up leaves.

Mayor Kubin wanted to know if the date for the Christmas Party was set yet.

City Manager McConkie stated that the committee needs to meet.

Mayor Kubin stated that he has noticed in the last 60 days that there have been a lot of positive committee meetings and he was pleased with positive feed back from the committees.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Church, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk

CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS











St. Louis, Michigan











November 8, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Wednesday, November 8, 2006, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Student Delegate:

None

Others in Attendance:


Kurt Giles






Utilities Director


Rosemary Horvath





Morning Sun


Erica Goff






Gratiot County Herald


Julie Peterson






543 E. Cheesman Road


High School Student





Government Class

Council Member Church led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on October 17, 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Financial Statements.
The City Council discussed the Financial Statements for the month of September 2006.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve the Financial Statements for the month of September 2006.   All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.

City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $254,867.70.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for the Month of October 2006.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to receive and place on file the Monthly Board Minutes for October of 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.


Julie Peterson wanted to know why the huge amount of cement was dumped along the river bank on Michigan Avenue.  

City Manager McConkie stated that the cement was put on the river bank as a project to restore the shoreline from erosion and to save the park from eroding further.   Phase II of the project is to put a fabric over the top the cement then place soil to create natural growth.

Peterson stated that she lives across the river from the park and the cement piled along the shoreline is an eye sore to look at and glad something is going to be done about it.

Council Member Shrum stated that if the size of the cement was smaller he thought the river bank would not look as bad.

Mayor Kubin thanked Julie Peterson for coming to the meeting.

 Communications.


City Manager McConkie stated that correspondence was received from St. Louis Public Schools regarding the School Safety Community Forum and from Library Director White regarding a fundraising for the proposed redesign project for the library.  The money collected for the library will have to be put in a restricted cash account and have Library Board approval to spend it.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve to receive and place on file communications received.  All ayes carried the motion.

New Business.
Resolution Regarding Vacation of Alley.
City Manager McConkie stated that the City Council received a request to vacate the East/West Alley in Block 5 of Cityview Subdivision, bounded on the West by Lots 5 thru 23 and Lots 1 thru 4.  All property owners that have abutting properties have been notified by mail and a notice was published in the Morning Sun Newspaper on October 26, 2006.  He recommended that the City Council adopt the resolution to vacate the alley.

The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member Church and supported by Member Shrum.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of St. Louis, gave notice of its intention to owners of the abutting properties to vacate the East/West alley in Block 5 of Cityview Subdivision, bounded on the West by Lots 5 thru 23 and Lots 1 through 4, and; 

WHEREAS, such notice was published in the Morning Sun on the 26th day of October, 2006, to consider any further objection,

WHEREAS, no written objections to such proposal were received by the City Clerk, and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has met on the 8th day of November, 2006, to consider further objection,

NOW, THEREFORE, hearing no objection,

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED:  That the East/West alley lying in Block 5 of the Cityview Subdivision of the City of St. Louis, and bounded on the West by Lots 5 thru 23, and Lots 1 through 4, be and hereby is vacated, and;

That a certified copy of this Resolution be recorded with the office of the Register of Deeds in the County of Gratiot.

COUNCIL MEMBERS IN FAVOR:

         COUNCIL MEMBERS OPPOSED:

Church, Shrum, Allen, Kelly, Kubin


None

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.
MDEQ Grant and Authorization of Signature.
City Manager McConkie recommended that City Council approve the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality Grant Agreement in the amount of $300,000 to investigate potential water well sites to reduce the city’s reliance on wells producing groundwater containing the contaminant para-chlorobenzene sulfonic acid.  Also, authorize the City Manager to sign the agreement on behalf of the City of Saint Louis.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality Grant Agreement in the amount of $300,000 to investigate potential water well sites and authorize the City Manager to sign the agreement on behalf of the City of Saint Louis.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Rowe Inc. – Olive Street Road Reconstruction.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve payment to Rowe Inc. for Professional Services for the Olive Road Reconstruction in the amount of $6,000.00.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve payment to Rowe Inc. for Professional Services for the Olive Road Reconstruction in the amount of $6,000.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Mid-State Asbestos- 304 North Street.

City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to Mid-State Asbestos Removal for 304 North Street asbestos removal from building in the amount of $8,500.00.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve payment to Mid-State Asbestos Removal for 304 North Street asbestos removal from building in the amount of $8,500.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Davidson Construction.

City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to Davidson Construction for 304/306 North Street and 511 N. Union Street Building Demolition in the amount of $10,931.00.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve payment to Davidson Construction for 304/306 North Street and 511 N. Union Street Building Demolition in the amount of $10,931.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Jett Pump & Valve – Bar Screen Pump Station Repair.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to Jett Pump & Valve, L.L.C. for Bar Screen Pump Station Repairs in the amount of $7,957.45.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve payment to Jett Pump & Valve, L.L.C. for Bar Screen Pump Station Repairs in the amount of $7,957.45.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Street Lamps.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase Five Street Lamps from Street Scape, LLC for the city block east of Franklin Street in the amount of $9,630.00.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to purchase Five Street Lamps from Street Scape, LLC for the city block east of Franklin Street in the amount of $9,630.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Appointment of Housing Commission Board Member.
City Manager McConkie stated that Housing Commission recommended that Shirley Rutherford be re-appointed to the Housing Commission to fill the vacancy.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve the appointment of Shirley Rutherford to the Housing Commission to fill the vacancy.  All ayes carried the motion.

Resolution Opposing HB 6456 (Cable Franchise).

City Manager McConkie stated that the Cable Consortium recommended that the City Council adopt Resolution 2006-27   Opposing HB 6456.

The following resolution was moved by Member Church, and supported by Member Shrum:
WHERAS, the City of St. Louis has been served by cable television providers under local franchise arrangements for years; and


WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis is ready and willing to promptly negotiate local cable franchise agreements with additional providers to permit fair competition in, and improved services to, our community; and


WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis does not support the bill due to current language which would:

1. Allow cable companies to terminate their franchise contracts at any time.

2. Permit any cable provider to selectively “cherry-pick” areas where they want to provide service.

3. Create negative revenue impacts for local communities estimated at $42-$57 million.

4. Remove the authority of local communities to manage community public rights-of-way and eliminate local emergency alert systems.

5. Eliminate or cut back community, school and public access television due to revenue and in-kind service reductions.  There are also several provisions that will increase operating costs on these facilities.

WHEREAS, HB 6456 will erode local control of local issues,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of St. Louis requests that Governor Granholm, State Representative Scott Hummel and State Senator Mike Goschka oppose HB6456 in order to save our citizens from the consequences outlined above.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of St. Louis requests all other representative of the Michigan State Legislature to vote against HB6456.

YEAS:
    
Church, Shrum, Allen, Kelly, Kubin


NAYS:    
None
ABSTAIN:  
None
RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Approve Hydrogeological Investigation Proposal from FTC&H.

City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the proposal from FTC&H for the Hydrogeological Investigation of a Potential Water Well Field Site in the amount of $55,000.00.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the proposal from FTC&H for the Hydrogeological Investigation of a Potential Water Well Field Site in the amount of $55,000.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Parade Route.
City Manager McConkie stated that Director Hansen submitted a request that the City Council approve the Parade Route for the Small Town Family Christmas Parade.  The parade date is Saturday, December 2, 2006, at 6:00 p.m.  The parade will start at the corner of Mill Street and North Street; proceed south on N. Mill, then east on Saginaw Street to the Clapp Park/High School area.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve the Small Town Christmas Parade Route on Saturday December 2, 2006, at 6:00 p.m. starting at the corner of Mill Street and North Street, proceed south on N. Mill, then east on Saginaw Street to the Clapp Park/High School area.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.  
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council set a policy on not waiving charges or fees for Freedom of Information Act Requests.  The Statue allows the public body to waive any fees but City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council not waive the fees because there is staff time involved to copy material, plus the cost of copying and postage for the documents requested.  

The City Council discussed the matter.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve the City of Saint Louis Policy not to waive any charges or fees for Freedom of Information Act Requests.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that the November 7th election went well there was a 52% voter turn out in the city.

Police Chief Report.
None
Student Delegate Report.
None

City Council Comments.
Council Member Church commended the D.P.W. crew on the excellent job of picking up the leaves.

City Manager McConkie stated that the staffing level is down four people between electric, water/wastewater and soon to be one person down in the D.P.W. 

Council Member Kelly stated that at the corner of Center & Mill Streets the vision is obstructed due to a truck that is parked there.

Council Member Allen stated that people are still buying homes in St. Louis.

Mayor Kubin stated that the investigation at the Superfund site is completed and wanted to know if the report was done.

City Manager McConkie stated that the report has not been received.

City Manager McConkie requested a closed session to discuss proposed property purchase options.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve to go into closed session at 7:53 p.m. to discuss proposed property purchase options.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve to return to open session at 8:22 p.m.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve authorization for the City Manager to secure options of certain properties for water exploration.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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November 21, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Council Member William E. Shrum, on Tuesday, November 21, 2006, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
Mayor George T. Kubin and James C. Kelly (excused)

City Manager:


Robert McConkie (excused)

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Student Delegate:

Kristin Travis

Others in Attendance:


Kurt Giles






Utilities Director


Rosemary Horvath





Morning Sun


Phil Hansen






DDA Director


Katherine Goettling





City Assessor


Richard Apps






Fire Chief


Patrick Herblet





Police Chief

Council Member Church led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on November 8, 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.

City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $305,539.30.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports for the Month of October 2006.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to receive and place on file the Monthly Reports for October 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.


Fire Chief Apps gave the City Council an update on the following items; fire department’s recent purchase of a new jaws-of life, the new fire tanker truck should be delivered in February 2007, have been replacing or installing new smoke detectors in homes about 35 to 40 a year and there is one staff opening to fill in the spring.

Council Member Shrum asked if the fire department still installs the smoke detectors in homes as a free community service.

Fire Chief Apps stated that the fire department installs new smoke detectors or replaces batteries in the devices as a free service to the community.

Council Member Church stated that he has noticed in the fire board minutes that the department has been purchasing new radios and wondered why.

Chief Apps stated that by 2013 the FCC has mandated that all fire departments use the narrow band frequencies radios which is the new digital technology and the present radios are not compatible with that system. 

Council Member Shrum thanked Fire Chief Apps for updating the City Council on the fire department’s activities.
Communications.


City Clerk Roehrs stated that correspondence was received from the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality regarding a public information meeting to discuss the Velsicol Chemical Superfund Site.  The meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 6, 2006, at 7:00 p.m., at the T.S. Nurnberger Middle School.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve to receive and place on file communications received.  All ayes carried the motion.

New Business.
Approve Fireworks Date for July 2007.
City Clerk Roehrs stated that the Middle of the Mitten Association submitted a request that the date for the fireworks and other 4th of July activities next summer be Saturday, July 7, 2007.

Moved by Church, supported by Allen, to approve the request from the Middle of the Mitten Association that the date for the fireworks and other 4th of July activities next summer be Saturday, July 7, 2007.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve the Amendment to the City of Saint Louis Capital Assets Policy.
City Clerk Roehrs recommended that City Council approve to amend the City of Saint Louis Capital Assets Policy to include the Useful Life for sidewalks at 25, years street asphalt paving at 15 years, and street chip and seal 5 years.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to amend the City of Saint Louis Capital Assets Policy to include the Useful Life for sidewalks at 25 years street asphalt paving at 15 years and street chip and seal 5 years.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Resolution for Deferral of Winter Property Tax Penalty Charges.
City Clerk Roehrs requested that the City Council approve the Resolution to Defer Winter 2006 Property Tax Penalty Charges for senior citizens, paraplegics, quadriplegics, veterans, qualified service-persons, widows and permanently disabled persons that make application to the City Treasurer.

The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member Allen, and supported by Member Church.


WHEREAS, the Saint Louis City Council approved the authorization of deferral of late penalty charges to April 30, 2007, for the 2006 Winter property Taxes for senior citizens, paraplegics, quadriplegics, veterans, qualified service-persons, widows and permanently disabled persons who make claim to the City of St. Louis Treasurer, that they made proper application to the State of Michigan, for a property tax credit before February 28, 2007.

The Saint Louis City Council recommends to the Gratiot County Board of Commissioners that they waive the late penalty charges for the Eligible citizens of the City of Saint Louis to April 30, 2007.

YEAS:

Allen, Church, Shrum
NAYS:
None
ASTAIN:
None
Resolution Declared Adopted.
Approve Resolution for MERS Retirement Benefit Program E.

City Clerk Roehrs requested that the City Council approve the Resolution for Adopting Benefit Program “E” Increase to be Effective on Adjustment Date of January 1, 2007.  

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Church and supported by Member Shrum.

UNIFORM RESOLUTION FOR ADOPTING BENEFIT PROGRAM “E” INCREASE TO BE EFFECTIVE ON ADJUSTMENT DATE JANUARY 1, 2007


As authorized by Section 20 of the MERS Plan Document as revised the City of St. Louis 2902 adopts for the following:

A. All retirees and beneficiaries.

The increase will be Traditional E:

B. Traditional E  (For all who retired on or before December 31, 2005, as computed in the actuary’s cost analysis.)

Two percent (2 %) of the retirement allowance payable immediately prior to the adjustment date, for each complete calendar year since the last adjustment date for which Benefit E was adopted, or effective date of retirement allowanced, whichever is shorter.
Ayes:

Church, Shrum, Allen


Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Approve Payment to Central Asphalt for 2006 Pavement Improvement Project.

City Clerk Roehrs requested approval for payment to Central Asphalt, Inc. in the amount of $194,108.69           for the 2006 Pavement Improvement Project.

Clerk Roehrs commended Central Asphalt for the excellent paving work completed.  

Moved by Church, supported by Allen, to approve payment to Central Asphalt, Inc. in the amount of $194,108.69 for the 2006 Pavement Improvement Project.  All ayes carried the motion.

Introduce Ordinance B-191 Cambridge Woods Tax Exemption.
City Clerk Roehrs requested that the City Council introduce Ordinance B-191 to Amend Ordinance B-181 the Property Description and Section 9 Duration regarding the Cambridge Woods Tax Exemption Ordinance and to set the public hearing date for Tuesday, December 5, 2006, at 7:00 p.m.

City Clerk Roehrs stated that Hovey Companies is the developer for the housing project for the Green property.  In order to meet the Michigan State Housing Development Authority’s funding requirements Ordinance B-181 has to be amended to extend the length of the pilot to 35 years and the annual service charge to four percent.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve to introduce Ordinance B-191 to Amend Ordinance B-181 the Property Description and Section 9 Duration regarding the Cambridge Woods Tax Exemption Ordinance and to set the public hearing date for Tuesday, December 5, 2006, at 7:00 p.m.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Authorization for Brownfield Grant Applications.
Director Hansen requested that the City Council approve authorization for the City of Saint Louis applications for a Cleanup Grant for the Rowley & Church Property and a General Assessment Grant.  The Clean Up Grant would be for soil removal and replacement of the Rowley & Church Property in the amount of $200,000 and the amount of the Assessment Grant is for $200,000.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve authorization for the City of Saint Louis to submit a Cleanup Grant for the Rowley & Church Property in the amount of $200,000 and a General Assessment Grant in the amount of $200,000.  All ayes carried the motion.
City Manager’s Report.  
None

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that her office is in the process of preparing the 2006 Winter Property Tax Statements.

Police Chief Report.

Police Chief Herblet stated that he has bought a house in St. Louis and would be moving soon.

Student Delegate Report.
None

City Council Comments.
Council Member Church stated that on the south side of the Mill Street Bridge a section of sidewalk was broken when the contractor for the river cleanup was going over it with his equipment.

Director Giles stated that he would take a look at the sidewalk and the contractor is aware of the damage done to the sidewalk.

Council Member Allen stated that she was pleased with the good response to the Downtown Façade Program.   Also, she noticed that solid material was put over the lot next to the IGA where the gas tanks were taken out.  The Parks Committee is planning on putting a small park at that location and wondered why the material was put there.

Utility Director Giles stated that a gravel material was put down and it can be removed.  The ground was unstable and did not want anybody to get hurt walking on ground as it was.

Council Member Shrum wanted to know why the city had Discount Muffler close the driveway on M-46 by the traffic light.

Director Giles stated that MDOT instructed the owner to close one of their driveways.

Zoning Administrator Goettling stated that the owner knew that he had to close one of the driveways as part of his site plan requirement for construction of the new building.

City Clerk Roehrs commended the Electric Department on the excellent job of putting up the Christmas lights around the city.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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December 5, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, December 5, 2006, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
James C. Kelly (excused)

City Manager:


Robert McConkie (excused)

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Student Delegate:

Kristin Travis

Others in Attendance:


Kurt Giles






Director of Public Services


Rosemary Horvath





Morning Sun


Patrick Herblet





Police Chief


Tim Hunnicutt






Hovey Companies


Don Schurr






Greater Gratiot


15 High School Government Class Students

Student Delegate Travis led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on November 21, 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.

City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $422,459.41.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for the Month of November 2006.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to receive and place on file the Monthly Board Minutes for November 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Hearing – Ordinance B-191.

Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:05 p.m. for Ordinance No. B-191 to Amend Ordinance No. B-181 to Amend the Property Description and Section 9 Duration.  

Tim Hunnicutt of Hovey Companies stated that his company is doing the Cambridge Woods Housing Development on Dick Green’s property.  The project is being funded through the MSHDA HomeTeam Advantage program and the term of the mortgage was increased to 35 years because of increased design and construction costs.  MSHDA is requiring higher standards for exterior design and landscaping which has increased the cost of the owner for the project.  The property description in the ordinance needs to be changed because of the land survey completed for the development property purchase.  The Company is planning on starting the housing development construction in the spring.

Mayor Kubin asked if more marketable units were going to be built than previously planned.

Hunnicutt stated that 49 units were going to be built and only 4 or 5 were going to be subsidized.  

There was no opposition heard on the matter.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:12 p.m.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve to adopt Ordinance No. B-191 to Amend Ordinance B-181 to Amend the Property Description and Section 9 Duration.   All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.
None
Communications.


Director Giles stated that communication was received regarding the Remedial Investigation Report on the Velsicol Site and Charter Communication Programming Costs.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to receive and place on file communications received.  All ayes carried the motion.

New Business.
Don Schurr – Industrial Park Update.
Don Schurr stated that every three years the business industrial parks have to be recertified and the Saint Louis Industrial Park recertification was renewed.  The Woodside Industrial Park is a priority status when a developer approaches the Michigan Economic Development Corporation for potential building sites.  More than half of the industrial park land is developed.

Mayor Kubin thanked Schurr for his professionalism in his work and all of the work he does for the city.

Approve Backhoe Repair Costs.
Director Giles requested that the City Council approve the repair costs for the Backhoe by AIS Equipment in the amount of $8,513.69.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve payment to AIS Equipment in the amount of $8,513.69 for the repair costs of the Backhoe.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Resolution to Establish Council Meeting Dates for 2007.
Director Giles requested that the City Council approve the Resolution to Establish City Council Meeting Dates for 2007.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Shrum, and supported by Member Church.
WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of Saint Louis, Gratiot County, Michigan, pursuant to Act 261 Michigan Public Acts of 1968, and in accordance with Section 5.1 of the Saint Louis City Charter, hereby gives notice to the public of the regular meeting schedule for the calendar year 2006.

WHEREAS, The City Council, in accordance with Section 5.1 of the Saint Louis City Charter, is required to hold meeting, on the first Monday following the first Sunday of January following the regular City election, for the purpose of installation of newly elected Council Members.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the dates for holding said regular meetings shall be as follows:

	January 8
	April 3
	July 10
	October 2

	January 23
	April 17
	July 24
	October 16

	February 6
	May 1
	August 8
	November 7

	February 20
	May 15
	August 21
	November 20

	March 6
	June 5
	September 4
	December 4

	March 20
	June 19
	September 18
	December 18


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Council hereby establishes as its place and time for holding aforesaid regular meetings as the City Council Chambers, City Office Building, 108 W. Saginaw Street, Saint Louis, Michigan at 7:00 o'clock P.M. except for the second meeting of each month shall be held at 7:30 o’clock A.M.

AYES:

Shrum, Church, Allen, Kubin
NAYS:

None
Resolution declared adopted this 5th day of December, 2006.

Discussion/Appointment of Assistant City Manager.

Director Giles stated that City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council give him the authority to appoint an Assistant City Manager.

Mayor Kubin stated that City Manager McConkie emailed the City Council about the matter and congratulated Kurt Giles on the proposed appointment.  The City Manager has some personal matters coming up and someone needs to be in charge in City Manager McConkie’s absence so there is a chain of command.

Moved by Church, supported by Allen, to approve authorization for the City Manager to appoint an Assistant City Manager.  All ayes carried the motion.

Joint School/City Meeting Dates.

Director Giles stated that correspondence was received from Superintendent Lange requesting that the city select two dates for joint school/city government meetings.  

The City Council selected Tuesday, January 30, 2007, at 7:00 p.m. and Tuesday, July 17, 2007, at 7:00 p.m. as the dates for the joint school/city government meetings.  

Mayor Kubin requested that the school be notified for confirmation on the meeting dates.

City Manager’s Report.  


Director Giles stated that the sentry monitoring wells are being installed around town.

Director Giles stated that Director Hansen is working on the $200,000 EPA Brownfield General Assessment Grant Application.

Director Giles stated that he has been working with the schools on a Safe Route to School MDOT Grant for biking and walking paths to school.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that she was notified by Gratiot County Clerk Carol Vernon on a possible recount of votes for the State Senate race between Carl Williams and Roger Kahn.  The recount is scheduled for Monday and Tuesday in some precincts of Saginaw County and then if need be a recount would be done in Gratiot County.

Police Chief Report.

Police Chief Herblet stated that the Safe School Committee meets tomorrow.  The committee meets quarterly and as far as the other school districts Gratiot County is ahead of everybody else as far as the school districts working together.

Student Delegate Report.


Student Delegate Travis stated that Christmas Program at school is December 20th.

City Council Comments.
Council Member Church stated that some gravel needs to be put on the shoulder of N. Watson Street because the street is higher than the ground level.

Director Giles said that he would check on the matter.

Council Member Allen stated that she appreciated the article in the Morning Sun regarding the fire department installing fire alarms in homes.

Council Member Shrum commended the city crews for the good job of cleaning the streets after the recent snow storm.

Closed Session – Property Purchase Discussion.
Director Giles requested a closed session to discuss proposed property purchases.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve to go into closed session at 7:34 p.m. to discuss proposed property purchases.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to return to open session at 8:20 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve authorization for the City Manager to proceed to purchase properties for new water well locations.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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December 19, 2006

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, December 19, 2006, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie (excused)

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Student Delegate:

Kristin Travis

Others in Attendance:


Kurt Giles






Director of Public Services


Rosemary Horvath





Morning Sun


Patrick Herblet





Police Chief


Phil Moore






Alma City Manager


Kevin Beeson






Pine River Twp. Supervisor


Phil Hansen






DDA Director


Katherine Goettling





City Assessor


David Meyer






City Attorney


Don Schurr






Greater Gratiot


Jackie Kelly





415
Seaman Street


Erica Goff






Gratiot County Herald

Mayor Kubin led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on December 5, 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.

City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $393,380.01.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports for the Month of November 2006.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to receive and place on file the Monthly Reports for November 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Hearing – Interlocal and Conditional Transfer Agreement.

Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:34 a.m. for the Interlocal and Conditional Transfer Agreement between the City of Alma, City of Saint Louis and Pine River Township.  

City Manager McConkie stated that the City of Saint Louis has been talking with Pine River Township for the last several years in regards to a similar agreement of serving Pine River with infrastructure needs.  City Attorney David Meyer, Alma City Manager Phil Moore and Pine River Township Supervisor Kevin Beeson came to the meeting to answer any questions the council may have on the agreement.

Mayor Kubin stated that it has been a long time coming for townships and cities to work together and is very happy about the joint adventure.

Council Member Shrum stated that the communities need one another for economic growth.

Council Member Allen stated that it states in the agreement if the township wants to expand our water and sewer systems into the township then the township would pay the cost.  If the city wants to expand water and sewer into the township then the city would pay the cost.  According to the agreement the city would be responsible for repairs to the infrastructure.  

Council Member Allen stated that the Exhibits do not give enough information as to what they represent.

City Manager McConkie stated that Exhibits A represents the service area for Alma and Exhibit B represents the service area for St. Louis.  Exhibit C shows the growth area for Alma and Exhibit D shows the growth area for St. Louis.

Council Member Kelly stated that the legend information should be on the Exhibits to clarify what they represent.

City Manager McConkie stated that the agreement may have to be amended from time to time because there is no way to foresee everything that may need to be covered in the agreement.  

City Attorney Meyer stated that the agreement came together quite quickly and there are a couple of issues that will need to be addressed before it is approved by the St. Louis City Council.

· Right now the agreement does require all three parties to agree on a change in the agreement and the language needs to be changed so a municipality not affected by the change could not hold up the agreement amendment for the other two municipals.

· Under the current agreement if the city drilled a water well outside the city and had to pay the cost for transmission lines back to the city the city could not get financing for the project because the township would own the lines.

· There is only an existing franchise now with Pine River Township for a defined area and the franchise would have to be changed to cover the areas listed in the agreement for St. Louis.

Rosemary Horvath from the Morning Sun Newspaper wanted to know how the Urban Growth Area was defined in the agreement.

Attorney Meyer stated that the growth area is subject to a conditional transfer.

Mayor Kubin wanted to know if each municipal involved in the agreement had to hold a public hearing and then approve the agreement.

Attorney Meyer stated that each municipality has to hold a public hearing on the agreement then the boards would take action on the agreement.  Meyer recommended that a joint meeting be held for all three municipals and then the agreement could be signed all at once.

Don Schurr stated that Mike Sawruk President of M&M Energy submitted a letter of appreciation to the City of Alma Commissioners, St. Louis City Council and Pine River Township Board for their cooperative effort on encouraging growth and economic vitality of the area.

There was no opposition heard on the matter.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:53 am.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve to agree to the concept of the Interlocal and Conditional Transfer Agreement between the City of Alma, City of Saint Louis and Pine River Township and approve to host a joint meeting between the City of Saint Louis, City of Alma and Pine River Township in January to finalize the agreement.   All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.
None
Audit Presentation.
Rob Klaczki from Rehmann Robson reviewed the City of Saint Louis Audit for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2006, with the City Council.

The City was given a clean opinion of the financial statements which is the highest statement an auditing firm can give for an audit.  On page 14 the Balance Sheet for General Fund shows the total assets of $630,188 and the total liabilities of $211,698 with a fund balance of $418,490.  On page 16 the Income Statement for General Fund shows total revenues of $1,528,968, the expenses of $1,651,001 and the total other financing sources of $252,357 which gave the fund a net change of $130,324 and increased the fund balance this year by that much.  On page 18 when comparing the original budget expenses to actual amount the expenses for General Fund were under budget by $182,302 and he commended the city staff for keeping expenses down when revenues have reduced at the state level.  On page 19 the Electric Fund had a net increase and the Water and Sewer Fund and the Solid Waste Fund had net losses for the year.  

Klaczki stated that during the audit there were no problems and there are no comments from Rehmann Robson on the audit.  The accounting staff did an excellent job and the city is running good considering revenue keeps getting decreased.

Mayor Kubin gave a high commendation to the City Clerk/Treasurer’s Accounting Staff on the excellent audit because ever since he has been on the council this is the first time there hasn’t been any comments on the audit.

City Manager McConkie stated that the audit went extremely well and was very impress with Rehmann Robson during the audit.

City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs thanked Rob Klaczki for his professionalism shown to her employees during the audit.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve to accept and place on file the City of Saint Louis Audit of Financial Statements for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2006.   All ayes carried the motion.

Communications.


City Manager McConkie stated that communication was received from Charter Communications regarding the new service available soon for Charter Telephone and information on HB 6456.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to receive and place on file communications received.  All ayes carried the motion.

New Business.
Approve to Award Test Water Well Drilling.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to award the low bid to Hart Well Drilling for Water Well Test Drilling in the amount of $159,695.00 with the City to be reimbursed from the State of Michigan Department of Environmental Quality Alternate Water Supply Grant.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to award the low bid to Hart Well Drilling for Water Well Test Drilling in the amount of $159,695.00 with the City to be reimbursed from the State of Michigan Department of Environmental Quality Alternate Water Supply Grant.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Authorization for Fund Raising Event for Bathhouse Renovations.

City Manager McConkie stated that the Parks & Recreation Commission would like authorization for the City of Saint Louis to have a fund raising by charging admission at the swimming pool to watch the fireworks allowing the participants to bring alcohol on to the premise.  The city’s insurance company was contacted and they responded by saying that they do not provide liquor liability coverage.  Like to see the Parks Commission do fund raising but feel the city has to be careful about this type of event.

The consensus of the City Council was that the Parks and Recreation Commission should review the correspondence from the insurance company and discuss the matter further.

Approve Payment to United Kiser Services – Final Payment Hydro #5.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the Final Payment to United Kiser Services, LLC for Hydro #5 Rehabilitation and Generator Repair costs in the amount of $12,782.50.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve the Final Payment to United Kiser Services, LLC for Hydro #5 Rehabilitation and Generator Repair costs in the amount of $12,782.50.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment for WWTP NPDES Annual Permit.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the payment to the State of Michigan Department of Environmental Quality for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Annual NPDES Permit Fee in the amount of $5,500.00.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve payment to the State of Michigan Department of Environmental Quality for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Annual NPDES Permit Fee in the amount of $5,500.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Bierlein Companies for Rowley Church Demo and UST Removal.

City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to Bierlein Companies for Demolition and Underground Storage Tank Removal in the amount of $36,900.00 to be reimbursed by the EPA Brownfield Grant.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve payment to Bierlein Companies for Demolition and Underground Storage Tank Removal in the amount of $36,900.00 to be reimbursed by the EPA Brownfield Grant.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to AKT Peerless for UST Removal-300 N. Mill Street.

City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to AKT Peerless for Underground Storage Tank Removal at 300 N. Mill Street in the amount of $12,071.03.  

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve payment to AKT Peerless for Underground Storage Tank Removal at 300 N. Mill Street in the amount of $12,071.03.   All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to AKT Peerless for BEA at 1507 Virginia Street.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to AKT Peerless for Baseline Environmental Assessment at 1507 Virginia in the amount of $9,924.35 to be reimbursed by Brownfield Grant.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve payment to AKT Peerless for Baseline Environmental Assessment at 1507 Virginia in the amount of $9,924.35 to be reimbursed by Brownfield Grant.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase and Installation of Fence for DPW.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the proposal from Heritage Fencing for Installation of Perimeter Fencing at the Department of Public Works in the amount of $6,753.00.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the proposal from Heritage Fencing for Installation of Perimeter Fencing at the Department of Public Works in the amount of $6,753.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.  


City Manager McConkie requested a closed session with the City Council to discuss strategy and litigation.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs wished everybody a Merry Christmas.

Police Chief Report.

Police Chief Herblet stated that he is now a resident of the city.

Student Delegate Report.


Student Delegate Travis stated that Christmas vacation break starts Wednesday, December 20, 2006.

Council Member Kelly left the meeting at 8:30 a.m.

City Council Comments.
Council Member Shrum stated that he noticed that the sentry wells being installed around town are bigger than he thought they were going to be.  Also, he expressed concern about some of the wells not being secured which would allow someone small to fall down in them.

Director Giles stated that the wells are 24” at the top and the wells do have a metal lid that is secured.  The wells will be leveled flushed to the ground soon and that he would talk to the contractor to make sure that all of the wells are secured.

Council Member Shrum wanted to know if the property east of the cemetery was in the city because there are a lot of junk cars parked on the property.

Zoning Administrator Goettling stated that the property is in the township and she would let them know about the junk cars.

Council Member Allen stated that she received a nice comment from someone who does not live in St. Louis regarding the wonderful Christmas lighting the residents have done throughout the town and it was bringing a lot of people to town.

Council Member Church stated that he was delighted with the excellent audit report and commended the accounting staff for doing such a good job.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Allen, to approve to go into closed session at 8:35 a.m. to discuss strategy and litigation.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Allen, to approve to return to open session at 8:56 a.m.  All ayes carried the motion. 

Moved by Kubin, supported by Allen, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:56 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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