CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS










St. Louis, Michigan










July 5, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, July 5, 2005, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:

David McMacken





1010
Cheesman Road


Kim White







Library Director

Mark Abbott







DPW Supt.

Council Member Church led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on June 21, 2005 subject to the following corrections pg 45 paragraph one should read “City Manager McConkie”, pg 47 paragraph five should read “accounting changes” and pg 48 third paragraph should read “Mayor’s Scholarship Fund”.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $346,968.32.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for June 2005.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to receive and place on file the June 2005 Monthly Board Minutes.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Hearing – Central Dispatch Supplemental Agreement
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:10 p.m. for discussion on the Central Dispatch Supplemental Agreement.

City Manager McConkie stated that Gratiot County is ready to issue bonds to construct the new 911 Central Dispatch Center and a Supplemental Agreement and Sublease are needed to protect the entities in the county.  A resolution has been prepared and the recommendations by the City Attorney are incorporated in the agreement.  

The City’s attorney recommended that the Council approve the agreement subject to the approval of the lease agreement by the Central Dispatch Authority.  

No opposition was heard.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:15 p.m. 

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Allen, and supported by Member Shrum

WHEREAS, in 1994, the County of Gratiot, Cities of Alma, Ithaca, and St. Louis and the Villages of Ashley, Breckenridge, and Perrinton established the Gratiot County Central Dispatch as an agency of Gratiot County pursuant to the Emergency Telephone Enabling Act, Act No. 32 of Michigan Public Acts, 1986, as amended; and


WHEREAS, the County of Gratiot, Cities of Alma, Ithaca, and St. Louis and the Villages of Ashley, Breckenridge, and Perrinton formalized the provision of central dispatch services in Gratiot County through the creation of a separate legal entity known as the Gratiot County Central Dispatch Authority (the "GCCDA") authorized by the Urban Cooperation Act of 1967, Act No. 7 of Michigan Public Acts, 1967 (the "Act"), as amended; and


WHEREAS, the County has determined to finance the construction and equipping of certain facilities for the GCCDA if a sufficient number of municipalities enter into the Supplemental Agreement and Assumption of Lease (the "Agreement") attached hereto.


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Agreement is approved, subject to GCCDA entering lease agreement in a form substantially the same as the form of Lease attached hereto as Exhibit A. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized to execute and deliver the Agreement in substantially the form attached hereto with such variations therein as the Mayor  shall determine are necessary and appropriate and not materially adverse to the City of St. Louis in such number of counterparts as may be desirable.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Agreement shall become effective with respect to the City of St. Louis not earlier than 45 days after the vote of this body, unless the procedures of Section 5a (4) of the Act are deemed to apply, except for the provisions in the Agreement relating to the assumption of the lease which shall become immediately effective.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an executed copy of the Agreement shall be filed with the County Clerk’s Office and the Michigan Secretary of State Office.

YEAS:

Allen, Shrum, Kubin, Church, Kelly

NAYS:
None

ABSTAIN:
None

ABSENT: 
None
RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

Public Comments.
None
Old Business.

None
New Business.

Set Public Hearing to transfer IFT from Material Handling to Apex Marine.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council set a public hearing for Tuesday, June 19, 2005 at 7:30 a.m. to transfer IFT from Material Handling to Apex Marine.
Moved by  Shrum, supported by Church, to set the Public Hearing Date of Tuesday, July 19, 2005 at 7:30 a.m. to transfer Material Handling Industrial Facilities Exemption to Apex Marine.

Approve AKT Peerless Environmental for 2005-2007 U.S. EPA Grant.
City Manager McConkie stated that the Brownfield Task Force Committee recommended that the City Council approve to hire AKT Peerless Environmental as consultants for the 2005-2007 U.S. EPA $150,000.00 Petroleum Assessment Grant.

Mayor Kubin stated that he has concerns about hiring AKT Peerless again as consultants because their work performance on the last EPA Grant was below standard.   He recommended that if the city did hire AKT Peerless that a 30 day notice of termination clause be put in the contract if their performance was not acceptable.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve the recommendation of the Brownfield Task Force Committee to hire AKT Peerless as Environmental Consultant for 2005-2007 U.S. EPA Grant subject to a 30 day notice of termination clause added to their contract if the city is not satisfied with their performance.  All ayes carried the motion.

Confirm Verbal Approval for Purchase of Diesel Fuel.
City Manager McConkie requested confirmation of the purchase of Diesel Fuel from Scotland Oil in the amount of $6,650.00.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to confirm verbal approval for purchase of diesel fuel from Scotland Oil in the amount of $6,650.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Benches & Trash Receptacles.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase Two Benches and Two Trash Receptacles for Lion’s Park from Michigan Playground in the amount of $3,332.00.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the purchase of Two Benches and Two Trash Receptacles from Michigan Playground in the amount of $3,332.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Proposal from Rowe, Inc for Jackson Road Extension.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the Engineering and Surveying Proposal from Rowe, Inc. for the Jackson Road Extension to Michigan Avenue in the amount of $27,500.00.

Council Member Allen inquired as to why there was only one company submitting a proposal for the project.

City Manager McConkie stated that Utility Director Giles recommended that the City Council hire Rowe for the project and there is a time constraint if the city wants to have the project ready to submit for possible grant funds.  
Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve the proposal from Rowe, Inc. for engineering and surveying the Jackson Road extension to Michigan Avenue in the amount of $27,500.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Main Street Bridge Rail Repair.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to repair the Main Street Bridge Rail by Misenhelder Welding, Inc. in the amount of $1,316.00.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve to repair the Main Street Bridge Rail by Misenhelder Welding, Inc. in the amount of $1,316.00.  All ayes carried the motion.
Approve Purchase of Lawn Mowers.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase three new John Deere Mowers from Bader & Sons, Inc., in the amount of $22,565.25 and approve the Trade-In of three John Deere Mowers and one Steiner Mower in the amount of $(18,765.25) for a total cost of $3,800.00. 

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve the purchase of three new John Deere Mowers from Bader & Sons, Inc. in the amount of $22,565.25 and approve the trade-in of three John Deere Mowers and one Steiner Mower in the amount of ($18,765.25) for a total cost of $3,800.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Cemetery Garage Siding.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase Vinyl Siding from Mid-West Distribution in the amount of $1,070.00 for the Cemetery Garage.
Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve the purchase of Vinyl Siding and Materials for the Cemetery Garage from Mid-West Distributing in the amount of $1,070.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Additional Costs to Repair Well # 5.

City Manager McConkie requested approval for the proposal from Peerless-Midwest for additional repair costs to Well #5 in the amount of $7,793.00.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the proposal from Peerless-Midwest for additional repair costs in the amount of $7,793.00 for Well # 5.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Mercury Minimization Plan.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the proposal from Rowe, Inc. for a Mercury Pollution Minimization Study Plan for the Wastewater Treatment Plant in the amount of $6,000.00.
Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the proposal from Rowe, Inc. for a Mercury Pollution Minimization Study Plan for the Wastewater Treatment Plant in the amount of $6,000.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Discuss Library Millage.
City Manager McConkie stated that he had Attorney Meyer give a legal opinion on rather or not the city could levy 1 mill on taxable real property within the City for the purposes of establishing or maintaining a public library. 
Attorney Meyer stated that the city can levy 1 mill without a vote of the electors of the city but an additional mill would have to go to a vote of the residents.

The City Council discussed the matter and recommended that City Clerk Roehrs contact Attorney Meyer to see what the procedures would be to place the one mill on the winter property tax statement.

Council Member Kelly requested that a plan be prepared as to how the additional funds from the millage would be used so it would be available to the public.

Review Apex Marine Tool & Die Application for Recovery Rezone.
City Clerk Roehrs stated that she was informed by Don Schurr of Greater Gratiot that Apex Marine is going to submit a Tool & Die Recovery Rezone Application to the State of Michigan.  The City Council is to take action on the application at the next meeting which would create a little mini renaissance zone for the tool & die new industry.  
Approve Designation of Delegate to Greater Gratiot Development.

Mayor Kubin stated that he received a request from Greater Gratiot Development to designate a City Representative for the Greater Gratiot Development Board and he recommended City Manager McConkie.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve to appoint the City Manager as the City’s Representative for the Greater Gratiot Development Board.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Resolution to Request Full Removal & Cleanup  

Mayor Kubin requested that the City Council adopt Resolution 2005-14 for a Full Removal and Cleanup of the Velsicol Site.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Church, and 

supported by Member Shrum

WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis, Michigan has a national superfund site, commonly 

known as the Velsicol Chemical Site, and

WHEREAS, there is a threat of chemical contamination to the water supply of the city 

now and in the future, and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council, after much 

consideration and research thereof, does hereby request a full removal and cleanup of the former 

Velsicol Plant Site by the United States Environmental Protection Agency and the Michigan 

Department of Environmental Quality, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council requests the support and active 

participation of our elected officials, US Senator Carl Levin, US Senator Debbie Stabenow, US 

Congressman Dave Camp, State Senator Mike Goschka, State Representative Scott Hummel, 

and Governor Jennifer Granholm, in seeing that full removal and cleanup take place.

Ayes:
 Church, Shrum, Kubin, Allen, Kelly
  
Nays:
 None


Absent: None



Mayor Kubin requested that City Clerk Roehrs send a copy of the resolution to the elected officials listed in the resolution.  

City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie stated that in the council information packet there was correspondence from DDA Director Hansen regarding permission given to Victoria’s Flowers and Crafts to put flower urns in Clapp Park.
City Manager McConkie commended the City Staff on their performance while he was off work on vacation.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that the MML Conference will be held in Grand Rapids from September 20th to the 23rd.
The MSDHA House on Delaware Street was sold on July the 7th.
Have to appear at a Circuit Court Hearing in Ithaca on July 18th regarding acquiring the clear title for the MSDHA House on Lincoln Street.

City Council Comments.
Mayor Kubin stated that a lady fell on the sidewalk on W. Washington Avenue by the Church House and wanted to know if the city has a sidewalk replacement plan.
DPW Supt. stated that the city does not have a plan in place but have been replacing sidewalk sections around town the last couple of years.  The city has been budgeting about $7,000 to $10,000 a year for sidewalk replacement.

Mayor Kubin updated the City Council on his MML Legislative Committee activities.

Council Member Kelly stated that he and Mayor Nyman from Alma canoed the Pine River yesterday to Lieppen Park and discussed connecting the two cities with a river walkway.  

Council Member Kelly stated that as the Rails to Trails progresses there is more interest to have a rails to trail from Alma to St. Louis.

Council Member Church requested that the DPW pick up the brush in Lieppen Park.
Council Member Church stated that he received a couple more complaints about the motorcycles racing their engines up at the River Rock Café. 
Council Member Allen stated that she heard that the attendance at the new swimming pool has been very good.  Also, heard that the city has only two certified lifeguards and do not plan on getting any more of the personnel certified and expressed concern.  The city should contact the Alma Swim Coach to certify more personnel.  

City Manager McConkie stated that he would discuss the matter with Utility Director Giles.

Council Member Allen stated that the residential and commercial city grant that the City of Dowagiac has is a good idea to implement in St. Louis. 

Council Member Shrum thanked all of the city employees that helped make the firework display a great success.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Allen, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:52 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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St. Louis, Michigan










July 19, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, July 19, 2005, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
Jerry Church (excused)
City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:


Phil Hansen







DDA Director
Kurt Giles







Utility Director

Don Schurr







Greater Gratiot

Dean Sharick







Momentum Industry


Mark Abbott







DPW Supt.


Katherine Goettling






City Assessor

Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun


Erica Goff







Gratiot County Herald


Mark Dupuie







Apex Marine

Council Member Shrum led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on July 5, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $487,962.07.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports for June 2005.

Mayor Kubin stated that he was glad to see that the new street lights on M-46 from Pine Street to Delaware Street were installed.  

City Manager McConkie recommended that instead of installing another block of street lights on M-46 that the City Council approve to put the lights on S. Main Street to help increase the city’s match of funds for the MDOT Enhancement Grant that the City applied for from M-46 to the Historical Society Depot.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve extending new Victorian Street Lights from M-46 south on Main Street to the Historical Society property as a match of local funds for the MDOT Enhancement Grant.  All ayes carried the motion. 

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to receive and place on file the June 2005 Monthly Reports.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Hearing – Transfer IFT Material Handling to Apex.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:39 a.m. for discussion on the request from Apex Marine to transfer Material Handling Industrial Facilities Exemptions #98-559 and #2001-040.

Don Schurr stated that EMD Investments, L.L.C. purchased the Material Handling Building at 300 Woodside Drive in St. Louis.  EMD Investments leases the building to Apex Marine which manufactures pontoon boats, swim rafts, and components.  Apex Marine is requesting that the City Council approve the transfer of Industrial Facilities Exemptions No. 98-559 and 2001-040. 

Mark Dupuie owner of the company stated that his business is growing and he purchased the Material Handling Building because the square footage was double the amount he had in his existing building.  With the extra room he transferred his other business from Owosso to St. Louis.  He is hoping to add on to the building in the next couple of years.  Still owns his other building in the Industrial Park and is using it for warehouse storage.
City Manager McConkie stated that the application indicates that the building is leased and wanted to know who owned the corporation.

Schurr stated that Dupuie owns EMD Investments and Apex Marine is one of his businesses and he brought the lease agreement with him today to the meeting.

There was no opposition heard on the matter.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:42 a.m. 

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Shrum, and supported by Member Kelly.
WHEREAS, pursuant to P.A. 198 of 1974, M.C.L. 207.551 et seq., after a duly noticed public hearing held on April 7, 1986, this Council, by resolution, established St. Louis Industrial Development District No. 2, as requested by Greater Gratiot Development, Inc.; and 


WHEREAS, Apex Marine, Inc. has acquired the building formerly owned by Material Handling Systems, Inc., the  current holder of the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificates recommended for approval by this Council; and 


WHEREAS, Apex Marine, Inc. is expanding its manufacturing of pontoon boats and related leisure products in the City of St. Louis; and


WHEREAS, Apex Marine, Inc. has filed applications for the transfer of Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificates with respect to the acquired facility within Industrial Development District No. 2, and 

WHEREAS, before acting on said application, the City Council held a hearing on July 19, 2005, at the City Council Chambers, at 7:30 a.m., at which hearing the applicant, the Assessor, and a representative of the affected taxing units were given written notice and were afforded an opportunity to be heard on said application; and 


WHEREAS, the law contemplates allowing for the transfer of existing Certificates within a reasonable period of time to eligible new owners; and 


WHEREAS, transfer and operation of the facility to and by the new owners will retain 35 jobs and create at least 10 new jobs within a 2 year period of time in the City of St. Louis and Gratiot County; and 


WHEREAS, the aggregate SEV of real and personal property exempt from ad valorem taxes within the City, after granting the transfer of certificates, will not exceed 5% of an amount equal to the sum of the SEV of the unit, plus the SEV of personal and real property thus exempted, the Council finds there will be no adverse impact, in fact, the Council finds there will be a positive long term benefit,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY the Council of the City of St. Louis that:

1. Apex Marine, Inc. is eligible to apply for Industrial Facility Exemption Certificates.

2. The Council finds and determines that the granting of the transfer of the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificates considered together with the aggregate amount of certificates previously granted and currently in force under Act No. 198 of the Public Acts of 1974, shall not have the effect of substantially impeding the operation of the City of St. Louis, or impairing the financial soundness of a taxing unit which levies ad valorem taxes in the City of St. Louis; and 

3. The Council recommends to the Michigan State Tax Commission the granting of transfer for both Certificates for the balance of their existence, to wit:

Be and the same is hereby approved, and that 

The Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificates, when transferred shall be and remain in force for the same period of time as the original Certificates.

AYES:  Shrum, Kelly, Kubin, Allen

NAYS:  None

RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

Public Comments.
None
Old Business.

None
New Business.

Approve Resolution to Request Recovery Zone – Momentum Industry.
Don Schurr stated that Momentum Industries, Inc. submitted a request for the City of Saint Louis to adopt a resolution to support their business to join a Tool and Die Collaborative with other companies through out the state and apply for tax free status for up to 15 years.
Also, House Bill #5242 provides for the creation of the Tool and Die Renaissance Recovery Zone.  This is not an abatement program it is a job retention program and the State of Michigan reimburses the school and RESD millage.  Will still have to pay sales tax, unemployment tax and any debt millage but would be exempt from State of Michigan Single Business Tax and local property taxes.  The purpose of the Zone is to create more business for their selves and other collaborative businesses.
Dean Sharick owner of Momentum Industries, Inc. requested that the City Council approve the resolution to request that the State of Michigan designates Momentum Industries, Inc. as a Renaissance Recovery Zone.  
Sharick stated that Momentum Industries was started in 1987 by his father and he now owns the business.  In 1997 the business had 29 employees with sales of $2.8 million in two locations.  In 2000 they had 23 employees with sales of $1.47 million and were forced to close their second plant in Ovid, Michigan.  This year they have 18 employees and expect $1.95 million in sales.  Had to refinance everything in 2001 and now the business is no further ahead than in 1987.  Mainly requesting the Tool and Die Renaissance Recovery Zone for job retention and to keep the business operating.
Mayor Kubin stated that he was aware of House Bill #5242 through his MML Legislative Committee and the Committee favored the Bill.
Mayor Kubin stated that due to the decrease in local funding he is not in favor of free taxes but job retention in the community is more important and out weighs the business paying property taxes. 

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Allen, and supported by Member Shrum


WHEREAS, the City of Saint Louis desires to promote economic activity and maintain/increase the number of jobs available to residents of the area; and


WHEREAS, certain industries in the state are facing difficult times and the tool and die industry, in particular, has sustained losses due to foreign competition and increased productivity; and


WHEREAS, the designation of a Renaissance Recovery Zone will temporarily reduce the tax burden paid by the business(es) enabling it (them) to reposition itself (themselves to compete globally; and


WHEREAS, the business(es) have entered into a collaborative agreement with other business entities having the appropriate North American industrial classification; and


WHEREAS, the qualified tool and die business property is property leased or owned by a tool and die business and used primarily for tool and die operations; and


WHEREAS, should the area be designated a Renaissance Recovery Zone, property within that zone will be exempt from taxes levied by the city, county, and other units of government as provided under this Act; and 


WHEREAS, we estimate that the tax revenue lost, which is estimated on the attached schedule, would be a small fraction of the benefits the designation of a Renaissance Recovery Zone will bring the community.


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Saint Louis requests that the State of Michigan designate Momentum Industries, Incorporated identified by the resolution a Renaissance Recovery Zone will bring the community.

AYES:

Allen, Shrum, Kelly, Kubin
NAYS:
None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Approval to Change Council Meeting Date.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve to change the next meeting date of Wednesday, August 3, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. to Tuesday, August 2, 2005, at 7:00 p.m.  The city has no Primary Election so the City Council could meet on Tuesday.
Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to change the next meeting date of Wednesday, August 3, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. to Tuesday, August 2, 2005, at 7:00 p.m.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment of the MML Annual Membership Dues.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to the Michigan Municipal League for the Annual Membership Dues for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2006 in the amount of $2,866.00.
Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve payment to the Michigan Municipal League for the Annual Membership Dues for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2006 in the amount of $2,866.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Final Payment to Miller Development-Main Street Bridge Deck Rehab.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for Final Progress Payment No. 2 to Miller Development, Inc. for the Main Street Bridge Deck Rehabilitation in the amount of $20,996.23.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve the Final Progress Payment No. 2 to Miller Development, Inc. for the Main Street Bridge Deck Rehabilitation in the amount of $20,996.2.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment No. 6 to Baruzzini Contractors-New Swimming Pool Const.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for Progress Payment No. 6 to Baruzzini Contractors, Inc. for the New Swimming Pool Construction in the amount of $18,225.00.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve Progress Payment No. 6 to Baruzzini Contractors, Inc. for the New Swimming Pool Construction in the amount of $18,225.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Computer Network for City Hall.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase a Hewlett Packer Computer Network Server from Remex for City Hall in the amount of $16,115.00.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve the purchase of a Hewlett Packer Computer Network Server from Remex for City Hall in the amount of $16,115.00.  All ayes carried the motion.
Approve Maintenance of the Motorpool Backhoe.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the 2000 hour maintenance cost for the City’s Motorpool Backhoe in the amount of $1,500.00. 

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve the 2000 hour maintenance cost for the City’s Motorpool Backhoe in the amount of $1,500.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Ferric Chloride for WWTP.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase Nine Dry Ton of Ferric Chloride from Eaglebrook, Inc. in the amount of $2,745.00.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve the purchase of Nine Dry Ton of Ferric Chloride from Eaglebrook, Inc. in the amount of $2,745.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve NPDES Wet Test.

City Manager McConkie requested approval for G.L.E.C. to conduct the Whole Effluent Toxicity Testing for the Wastewater Treatment Plant in the amount of $1,200.00.
Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to have G.L.E.C. conduct the Whole Effluent Toxicity Testing for the Wastewater Treatment Plant in the amount of $1,200.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Isabella Corp-Wilson Blvd. Phase II Water Main.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for Progress Payment No. 1 to Isabella Corp. for Wilson Blvd. Phase II Water Main Replacement Project in the amount of $41,271.36.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve Progress Payment No. 1 to Isabella Corp. for Wilson Blvd. Phase II Water Main Replacement Project in the amount of $41,271.36.  All ayes carried the motion.

Confirm Verbal Approval for Walnut Street Repairs .
City Manager McConkie requested confirmation of the verbal approval for the Walnut Street Asphalt Milling by Crawford Contracting, Inc. in the amount of $6,000.00. 

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the confirmation of the verbal approval for the Walnut Street Asphalt Milling by Crawford Contracting, Inc. in the amount of $6,000.00.
Approve Change Order No. 3 for Cemetery Expansion for Spicer Group.

City Manager McConkie stated that the Oak Grove Cemetery Board of Trustees recommended that the City Council approve the Spicer Group Change Order No. 3 on the Oak Grove Cemetery Expansion in the amount of $7,550.00.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve Spicer Group Change Order No. 3 on the Oak Grove Cemetery Expansion in the amount of $7,550.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Bid Award for Cemetery Road Improvement.

City Manager McConkie stated that the Oak Grove Cemetery Board of Trustees recommended that the City Council award the Cemetery Road Improvement to Dice Excavating in the amount of $10,770.00 and to request that the City Council waive all informalities in the bid.  
Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve to award the Cemetery Road Improvement Contract to Dice Excavating in the amount of $10,770.00 and approve to waive all informalities in the bid.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Order of Determination for 320 S. Main Street.  

City Manager McConkie stated that over the last nine months the owner of the building at 320 S. Main Street had been notified about the Order of Determination but the railroad who owns the property was not notified.  When discussing the matter with the City Attorney he recommended that the city either start the process over so the railroad could be notified or commence litigation in circuit court to order that an assessment be collected on the taxes for demolishing the building.  Would like the City Council to table action to enforce the Order of Determination so further review can be done on the matter. 
Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve to table action to enforce the Order of Determination dated April 29, 2005, for 320 S. Main Street requested by the Hearing Officer until the next meeting.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment for DART Service.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to the City of Alma for April, May, and June DART Service in the amount of $2,518.48.

Mayor Kubin stated that the Dial-A-Ride System is a valuable service but has gotten expensive over time and felt more city residents could benefit from the money if it was used on roads.

Council Member Allen requested a breakdown of ridership because it looked liked there were students using the system for transportation to school.

The consensus of the City Council was to survey the residents in the city newsletter to see if the residents wanted the service or felt that it was worth while.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve payment to the City of Alma for April, May, and June DART Service in the amount of $2,518.48.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.
None
City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that Mayor Kubin requested that she contact the Village of Kalkaska regarding a possible Mayor Exchange Program next year.  She contacted the City Clerk and is waiting to hear back from the Village Clerk to see if the officials want to participate with St. Louis in the program.

Went to Circuit Court yesterday and testified about the property the city purchased from the county at 210 S. Lincoln Street and the city now has clear title to the property.

Will be on vacation next week.
Received correspondence from Dave Huddleston from CMI Sanderson the Manager over the City’s Financial Software commending City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs on the job she did on renumbering the city’s accounting system.
City Council Comments.
Council Member Shrum thanked the electric department on the good job of restoring power after the storm on Monday.  His electricity was only off for about one hour.
Mayor Kubin stated that he received correspondence back from the Corrections Department stating that there are no planned expansions for any state correctional facility at the present time.

Received a letter from a resident complimenting the new swimming pool and Andrea Anguiano the Pool Director for the excellent supervision she gives at the pool.  
Mayor Kubin stated that the EPA Conference he attended in Buffalo, New York to discuss the Veliscol Site cleanup was very good and the City of St. Louis does have the backing of the EPA for the project.

Mayor Kubin requested that the City Council adopt a resolution to encourage the MDEQ to move forward to record a decision in early 2006 on contamination report for the Veliscol Site.

City Manager McConkie recommended that a resolution with proper language be prepared and brought back to the council for action at the next meeting.                                                                                                                                     
Closed Session – Proposed Property Purchase.
City Manager McConkie requested a closed session to discuss proposed property purchase.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve to go into closed session at 8:39 a.m. to discuss proposed property purchase.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Allen, to approve to return to open session at 8:56 a.m.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve to reject the offer of the seller to sell the property to the City of St. Louis for $33,000.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:57 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, August 2, 2005, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
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Council Member Allen led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on July 19, 2005, subject to the addition of .03 to the amount on page 60 last paragraph.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $323,500.86.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for July 2005.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to receive and place on file the July 2005 Monthly Board Minutes.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.
None
Joe Scholtz-Approval for Bass Tournament.
Joe Scholtz requested that the City Council approve authorization to hold a Bass Tournament on Saturday, August 20, 2005, from 6:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the Leppien Park.  The tournament will be a two man team and there is a limit of 14 boats.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve authorization for Joe Scholtz to hold a Bass Tournament on Saturday, August 20, 2005, from 6:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the Leppien Park.  All ayes carried the motion  

Old Business.

None
New Business.

Approve Resolution to Support the City of Saint Louis Land Use Plan.
City Manager McConkie stated that the Planning Commission held a public hearing on July 19, 2005 for public comments on the City of Saint Louis Land Use Plan and approved the plan.  The Planning Commission recommended that the City Council approve a resolution supporting the Land Use Plan.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Shrum and supported by Member Kelly.

WHEREAS, under Act 285, it is the responsibility and duty of the City Planning Commission (CPC) to make, adopt and amend a Municipal Land Use Plan for the physical development of the City of St. Louis; AND

WHEREAS, in 1961, the CPC adopted such a Plan, known as “A Plan for St. Louis,” and in 1996, a Plan, know as “”The St. Louis Land Use Plan,” was adopted; AND

WHEREAS, in 2005, the CPC did undertake the preparation of a new land use plan known as “The St. Louis Land Use Plan” consisting of text supplemented by maps, charts, tables, graphs, hereinafter referred to as the “Plan”, and has caused to be made careful and comprehensive basic surveys, analysis and studies of present conditions and the future growth of the City; AND

WHEREAS, the CPC has made and prepared the Plan with the general purpose of guiding and accomplishing a coordinated, adjusted, and harmonious development of the City which will, in accordance with present and future needs, best promote health, safety, morals, order, convenience, and general welfare, as well as efficiency and economy in the process of development; AND

WHEREAS, the CPC after giving notice of the time and place as required by law, did hold a public hearing on July 19, 2005 and did at said public hearing afford all persons so desiring an opportunity to be heard with respect to the adoption of the Plan, and did also consider all written communications received concerning said Plan; AND

WHEREAS, the CPC subsequent to said public hearing, has again carefully considered the Plan and the statements made with reference thereto at said public hearing, as well as all written statements concerning said Plan and filed with the CPC, and has determined that the adoption of the Plan will accomplish in due time a coordinated, adjusted and harmonious development of the City of St. Louis; AND

WHEREAS, the CPC adopted the plan on July 19, 2005 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:  That the City Council of the City of St. Louis hereby supports the adoption of the Land Use Plan entitled “The City of St. Louis Land Use Plan”, consisting of a text supplemented by maps, charts, tables and graphs by the identifying signature of the Mayor and the City Clerk.
AYES:

Shrum, Kelly, Allen, Church, Kubin
NAYS:
None

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Confirm Capitalization Policy for Fiscal Year 2004-2005.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the confirmation that the City Council’s intent was to apply the Capitalization Policy recently adopted for the entire fiscal year ending June 30, 2005.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the confirmation that the City Council’s intent was to apply the Capitalization Policy recently adopted for the entire fiscal year ending June 30, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Officer and Employee Delegates for MERS Annual Meeting.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the appointment of Kurt Giles as the Officer Delegate and Dave Giles as the Employee Delegate with Dale Davenport as the Alternate Delegate for the MERS 59th Annual Meeting September 20 through the 22nd at the Hyatt Regency in Dearborn, Michigan.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the appointment of Kurt Giles as the Officer Delegate and Dave Giles as the Employee Delegate with Dale Davenport as the Alternate Delegate for the MERS 59th Annual Meeting September 20 through the 22nd at the Hyatt Regency in Dearborn, Michigan.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Final Payment No. 2 to Sterling Excavation-M-46 Water Main Extension.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for Final Progress Payment No. 2 to Sterling Excavation, Inc. for the M-46 Water Main Extension in the amount of $10,077.12.  
City Manager McConkie asked the City Council if they still want to approve progress payments for projects since the contract amount is already approved by Council or just have them listed in the Claims and Account Listing for approval.

The consensus of the City Council was that they would still like to approve the payment amounts to contractors for city projects.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve the Final Progress Payment No. 2 to Sterling Excavation, Inc. for the M-46 Water Main Extension in the amount of $10,077.12.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Spicer Group-Wilson Blvd. Water Main.

City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to Spicer Group for engineering services for the Wilson Blvd. Water Main Extension Phase II in the amount of $7,591.25.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve payment to Spicer Group for engineering services for the Wilson Blvd. Water Main Extension Phase II in the amount of $7,591.25.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Bid Award for Wilson Blvd. Street Resurfacing.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to award the Wilson Blvd. Street Resurfacing to Central Asphalt, Inc. in the amount of $24,759.90.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve to award the Wilson Blvd. Street Resurfacing to Central Asphalt, Inc. in the amount of $24,759.90.  All ayes carried the motion.
Approve Payment to Spicer Group-Main Street Bridge Improvements.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to Spicer Group for engineering services on the Main Street Bridge Improvements in the amount of $10,726.75. 

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve payment to Spicer Group for engineering services on the Main Street Bridge Improvements in the amount of $10,726.75.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve MML Board of Trustees.
City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council vote for the five candidates for the Michigan Municipal League Board of Trustees.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve to elect the five candidates for the Michigan Municipal League Board of Trustees.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.


City Manager McConkie stated that the city received a legal opinion from David Meyer of Smith Bovill that the city cannot levy one mill for the library on the December tax bills according to the City’s Charter.  When preparing the budget for next year will discuss having the one mill for the library put on the summer millage levy.

City Manager McConkie stated that he talked with Pine River Township Supervisor Beeson about proceeding forward with activating the water main on M-46 and installing the electric line to the Green property.  Beeson is willing to enter into an agreement for the utility services if the existing developed properties on M-46 and on Cheesman Road in the township can have the city’s water service where the water service is currently available.   Would like the City Council’s direction about proceeding with a contract like Orchard Hills where the water customers outside the city would pay double water rates plus a connection fee figured on the asset of the system divided by the city users to get a value.
Member Kelly stated that he was against giving the water service to the township property owners because the City Council has denied the service to other people outside the city in the past.

The City Council discussed the matter.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve authorization for the City Manager to draft an Agreement between Pine River Township and the City of Saint Louis to provide water service for existing property owners in Pine River Township for the M-46 water main extension and Cheesman Road where the water service is available with the property owners paying double water rates and a connection fee.  The draft agreement would be brought to the City Council for review and approval.  

Ayes:
Allen, Church, Shrum, Kubin

Nays:
Kelly

Motion carried.

City Manager McConkie stated that he discussed with City Manager Phil Moore the City of Saint Louis Recreation Plan is expiring soon and Moore stated that their plan is going to expire in a year.  Alma would like to have a joint recreation plan with St. Louis, Alma and Pine River Township.  

The advantages of having a joint plan would to be able to list a cooperative bike trail and walk ways from both cities through the township.  By developing a joint plan would have a positive response from the State of Michigan for funding the project.  The City of Alma would like to pursue the idea of a joint plan if St. Louis is interested.
The City Council liked the idea of the joint Recreation Plan but the consensus of the City Council was that the City’s Park and Recreation Commission should discuss the matter at their next meeting.

 City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.
None
 City Council Comments.
Council Member Kelly stated that there are a lot of inoperative vehicles sitting around town.
Council Member Allen wanted to know if there have been any calls about the stop sign being taken down on State Street at the railroad tracks.

Mayor Kubin stated that he received one negative call from the property owners that requested that the stop sign be put up.

City Clerk Roehrs stated that she has received positive comments from residents when they have contacted her about the matter.

Council Member Allen stated that the Skate Park needs a little more attention.  The surface area for the skaters is rough and easy for the kids to loose control.

Council Member Shrum stated that the Community Day Event last Saturday had a good turn out.

Council Member Shrum stated that a mock safety inspection of the city departments was recently completed and the city employees are doing a good job of keeping their departments clear of safety hazards. 

Council Member Church stated that on the west side of town by Needham’s Carpet underneath the Welcome to Saint Louis Sign there is a picture sign of the City’s Police Department that does not make coming to St. Louis so friendly.
Mayor Kubin stated that he and City Manager McConkie met with the DEQ Deputy Director regarding the full clean up of the Veliscol Site.  The DEQ understands the city’s position but funding the project is the issue with the State.  

Mayor Kubin stated that in his last newsletter article he requested that the residents send letters to the Senators requesting that the Veliscol Site be cleaned up and he has been told that people are writing to them.

The City Council discussed polling the residents to see how they feel about the Dial-A-Ride Service.  Mayor Kubin will prepare a survey on the matter and bring it back to the City Council at the next meeting for review.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Allen, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:26 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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August 16, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, August 16, 2005, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs
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Jan Bunting







County Commissioner


Walt Smith







Police Chief
Mayor Kubin led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on August 2, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $376,025.43.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports for July 2005.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to receive and place on file the July 2005 Monthly Reports.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.
None
Mayor Kubin stated that Renae Bellinger would be at the next council meeting.

Old Business.

None
New Business.

Discuss DART Service Survey.
Mayor Kubin stated that he prepared a survey to poll the residents to see if they want to keep the Dial-A-Ride system in St. Louis or use the money the city spends on the service for street maintenance.

Council Member Kelly stated that he thought the wording for the survey was okay but did lead residents to vote one sided on the issue.

City Manager McConkie suggested that a dialogue be inserted before the question to give information on the cost of the Dial-A-Ride Service, who is using the service, how many are using the system and then ask if the city should continue to fund the service.

Council Member Kelly stated that the service may be used more if the Gratiot Mental Health moves into the   

Westgate School.  
Mayor Kubin asked Commissioner Bunting if she would ask the County Commissioners if they would consider a millage to have a county wide transportation system.
Commissioner Bunting stated that she would ask but thought it would be hard to get a millage approved since there are other millages that the county residents are already paying for.

Mayor Kubin wanted to know if Alma had a millage collected for the Dial-A-Ride System and would like City Manager McConkie to contact Ithaca to see how they feel about a county wide transportation system.

City Manager McConkie stated that he would check on the matter.

Council Member Allen recommended to wait until further information was obtained on the matter before sending out the survey.

The consensus of the City Council was not to send the survey out until more information was obtained.

Approve Wanda Graham’s Resignation from Parks & Recreation Commission.
Mayor Kubin requested that the City Council accept the resignation of Wanda Graham from the Parks & Recreation Commission with regret.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve to accept the resignation of Wanda Graham from the Parks & Recreation Commission with regret.  All ayes carried the motion.

Council Member Allen stated that she would bring back a recommendation from the Parks & Recreation Commission to the Council on someone to fill the vacancy on the commission.
Approve Change Order No 2 Baruzzini – New Swimming Pool.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for Change Order No. 2 to increase the contract for Baruzzini Construction Company in the amount of $1,650.00 for the installation of gas piping from the existing line to the heater for the new swimming pool.  

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve Change Order No. 2 to increase the contract for Baruzzini Construction Company in the amount of $1,650.00 for the installation of gas piping from the existing line to the heater for the new swimming pool subject to the approval of the State of Michigan Department of Natural Resources Grant Division.  All ayes carried the motion.
City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie stated that the last week of September the DPW will be smoke testing the sanitary sewer system to detect infiltration.   Notices will be sent in the utility bills to notify property owners that the city would be doing the testing.
Received the Intergovernmental Agreement for MAGNET and the City Attorney has reviewed it.  The City of Alma and the Attorney have some problems with it and have contacted the Attorney General’s Office about the agreement.  The City of Owosso wants to transfer the MAGNET funds to St. Louis and we are working towards that goal once the agreement is approved.  The agreement should be ready for the next meeting and the City Council needs to set a public hearing to discuss the agreement.
Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to set the Public Hearing Date of Tuesday, September 6, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the Intergovernmental Agreement between the City of Saint Louis and MAGNET.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that the City Council needs to appoint a Voting Delegate and Alternate for the Michigan Municipal League Annual Meeting in Grand Rapids on September 21, 2005
Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve to appoint Mayor George T. Kubin as the Voting Delegate and Council Member William E. Shrum as the Alternate Delegate for the Michigan Municipal League Annual Meeting in Grand Rapids on September 21, 2005
City Clerk Roehrs stated that she will be off work the week of August 29th.
City Manager McConkie stated that he is planning on being off work the 2nd week of September.
City Council Comments.
Council Member Shrum stated that he wanted the council to know that the police department is enforcing the “No Parking of Vans or Trucks” on Mill Street.

Council Member Kelly stated that the dust from the Mill Pond clean up has been really bad and the EPA have been doing everything they can to try and keep the dust amount down.

Mayor Kubin stated that he received complaints and concerns from property owners about the dust coming from the Mill Pond clean up site. 

Council Member Church wanted to know if there was any progress with Pine River Township on the utility extension.
City Manage McConkie stated that he is in the process of drafting an agreement and would be attending Pine River Township’s meeting tomorrow night.

Council Member Church stated that Fire Chief Apps appreciated City Manager McConkie spending the night at the hospital the night of his injury.

City Manager McConkie stated that Fire Chief Apps did have surgery on his shoulder a week ago Saturday.

Mayor Kubin stated that he would like the City of Alma and the County Board of Commissioners to adopt the resolution to support a full clean up of the Veliscol Site.

Commissioner Bunting stated that she would take a copy of the resolution to the meeting tonight.

City Manager McConkie stated that he would get a copy of the resolution to the City of Alma and Ithaca.

Mayor Kubin stated that he would not be able to attend the Prison Liaison Meeting today but talked with the Warden about St. Louis getting a full time work crew and he said that he would talk with the other Warden about the matter.

Mayor Kubin stated that he was contacted by someone that received a citation for an inoperable vehicle without getting a warning.

Police Chief Smith stated that the ordinance was amended and the warning notification was eliminated which allowed the police to issue a citation right away for the violation.

City Manager McConkie recommended amending the ordinance to allow a 10 day warning notification before issuing a citation.  

Mayor Kubin proclaimed Saturday, September 17, 2005 as Kids Activity Day in St. Louis by request of Dr. Khorrami.       

City Manager McConkie stated that the Swimming Pool Director will be participating in the activities that day on safe swimming.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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September 6, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor Pro Tem James C. Kelly, on Tuesday, September 6, 2005, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor Pro Tem James C. Kelly, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
Mayor George T. Kubin (excused)
City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Student Delegate:

None
Others in Attendance:


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun


Phil Hansen







DDA Director

Walt Smith







Police Chief


Mark & Renee Bellinger





Sheridan, Michigan

Council Member Allen led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on August 16, 2005.   All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $365,436.30.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for August 2005.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to receive and place on file the August 2005 Monthly Board Minutes.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Hearing – MAGNET Interlocal Agreement.
City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council cancel the public hearing for the MAGNET Interlocal Agreement because the agreement has been put on hold for now.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve to cancel the public hearing for the Interlocal Agreement for MAGNET.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.
None
Old Business.

Dial-A-Ride Discussion.
City Manager McConkie stated that he talked with the City Manager from Ithaca to see if the city would be interested in a county wide Dial-A-Ride System and he indicated that the city would be interested.  Discussed the matter with the county and the County Commissioners are not interested in placing the issue on the ballot.

The owner of Schnepps Nursing Home stated that he was in favor of the city keeping the Dial-A-Ride System because he has people from his facility that use the service.

The consensus of the City Council was to find out how many people from the facility use the service.

City Manager McConkie stated that he suggested that Mr. Prestage write a letter to the council regarding the use of the Dial-A-Ride System at his facility.
Inoperable Vehicle Ordinance.
Council Member Allen wanted to know if the Inoperable Vehicle Ordinance is going to be changed to give a warning notice to residents before a citation is given.
Police Chief Smith stated that the city used to give warning notices and the process of the residents getting rid of the inoperable vehicle took a long time and that is why the ordinance was changed to eliminate the warning.  

Chief Smith stated that he didn’t see a problem of issuing a citation with a 10 day notice which would allow the person to get rid of the vehicle in that time and then the citation could be forgiven.   He also recommended that if a person is given a second citation that the amount of the fine be doubled.

Mayor Pro Tem Kelly recommended that the City Manager obtain samples of other cities ordinances on inoperable vehicles.

New Business.

Retiree Prescription Plan.
City Manager McConkie stated that it is in the city’s employee handbook policy book and the union contracts that retiree health care insurance premium is to be paid by the retiree and not the city.  Recently discovered that one retiree on the BCBS PPO Plan has been getting his prescription co-pay amounts paid
by the city except for the $5.00 required by employees to pay on their prescriptions.  Talked with the Mayor about the matter and he said it was his understanding the city does not pay for any retiree health care insurance.  

City Manager McConkie stated that he wanted to talk to council about it because his interruption of the retiree health care insurance was that the city does not pay any of it.  The drug store was notified that the city would no longer pay for that retiree’s prescription co-pay amounts.   The retiree contacted him and he wanted to know if the city would continue to pay the prescription co-pay amounts for retirees.  
The City Council discussed the matter and the consensus of the City Council was not to cover the cost of the retiree prescription co-pay.
The City Council requested that a letter be sent to inform the retiree of their decision. 

Approve Homecoming Parade Route.
City Manager McConkie stated that the Saint Louis High School Student Council requested permission for the Homecoming Parade Route on Friday, October 7, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. The parade route starts on N. Watson Street east on W. Saginaw Street north on Mill Street east on W. Center Street north on Main Street and then east on River Court.  
Discussed the parade route today with Police Chief Smith and due to the Mill Street Bridge being closed for the river cleanup he does not recommend that the Main Street Bridge be closed for the parade.  If both bridges are closed there would be no way emergency vehicles could go north out of town.
Chief Smith recommended the following alternate parade route.  The parade would line up at N. Watson Street proceed east on North Street then south on N. Mill Street then east on W. Saginaw Street to the High School.  

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve authorization for the Homecoming Parade on Friday, October 7, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. with the following parade route; parade line up at N. Watson Street proceed east on North Street then south on N. Mill Street then east on W. Saginaw Street to the High School.  All                                                                                 

ayes carried the motion.

City Council requested that a letter be sent to the High School Student Council to inform them of the alternate parade route for the homecoming event.

Approve Payment No. 7 to Baruzzini Construction for New Swimming Pool.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for Payment No. 7 to Baruzzini Construction Company in the amount of $26,858.00 for the construction of the new swimming pool.

Council Member Allen recommended that the City of Saint Louis acquire an additional warranty on the swimming pool until October of 2006 because the pool has not operated a full season and there have been problems with the equipment.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve Payment Request No. 7 to Baruzzini Construction Company in the amount of $26,858.00 for the construction of the new swimming pool with the City of Saint Louis obtaining a full warranty on the swimming pool until October 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Hearing Date for Order of Determination.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council set a Hearing Date for Tuesday, September 20, 2005 at 7:30 a.m. for an Order of Determination at 320 S. Main Street.  

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve to set the Hearing Date of Tuesday, September 20, 2005 at 7:30 a.m. for an Order of Determination at 320 S. Main Street.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.


City Manager McConkie stated that he gave the City Council some informational items in their packet on the Greater Gratiot 2005 Tax Track Summary, correspondence from the DDA Director regarding residential housing market, and communication from the MML on a Legislative Bill that would prevent local government from providing any telecommunication systems.  

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that she put a reminder notice in the newspaper that the last day to pay the Summer 2005 Property Taxes is Wednesday, September 14, 2005.

City Council Comments.
Council Member Allen inquired on the status of updating the City’s web site.
DDA Director Hansen stated that the web site is in the process of being updated.

Council Member Church requested clarification on the action taken for the payment to Baruzzini Construction for the swimming pool replacement.  He wanted to know if the city was not going to pay the company for their work.

City Manager McConkie stated that the city would make the payment but obtain an extended warranty for the swimming pool.
Council Member Church wanted to know if there has been progress with the Pine River Township utility agreement.

City Manager McConkie stated that he and Kurt Giles talked with the township supervisor today about the agreement and it sounds like progress is being made and a draft agreement has been prepared.

Council Member Church wanted to know if the city has heard if the housing project for the Green Property was approved for funding.

City Manager McConkie stated that they did not get funding in the May application round but have resubmitted for the October funding.

Council Member Church wanted to know the status of selling the MSDHA house on S. Lincoln Street.

DDA Director Hansen stated that the realtor showed the house today and it is back on the market.

City Clerk Roehrs stated that the address was wrong on the court judgment for the Quiet Title so an amendment will have to be filed but should not take long.

Council Member Church wanted to know if the city is going to enforce property owners at their expense to fix their sewers connection if the Sewer Smoke Testing shows that their storm sewer connects with the sanitary sewer.

City Manager McConkie stated that at this point the sewer smoke testing is only an investigation to determine where there are problems and there is not going to be any requirements right away to the home owners.
Closed Session – Proposed Property Purchases.
City Manager McConkie requested a closed session to discuss proposed property purchases.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve to go into closed session at 8:16 p.m. to discuss proposed property purchases.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to return to open session at 8:40 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve to purchase the house at 306 North Street from Gerald Patterson in the amount of $23,000.00 with the city to pay the cost of the demolition of the buildings, to have the property taxes prorated and the city prepare the closing with the property owner obtaining a clear title to the property.  All ayes carried the motion.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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September 20, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, September 20, 2005, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None
City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Student Delegate:

None
Others in Attendance:


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun


Phil Hansen







DDA Director


Walt Smith







Police Chief


Erica Goff







Gratiot County Herald


Kurt Giles







Utility Director


Mark Abbott







DPW Supt.

Jan Bunting







County Commissioner

Council Member Shrum led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on September 6, 2005.   All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $588,110.72.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports for the month of August 2005.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to receive and place on file the August 2005 Monthly Reports.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Hearing – Determination Order 320 S. Main Street.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:36 a.m. to discuss the enforcement of the Order of Determination at 320 S. Main Street.
City Manager McConkie stated that the Hearing Officer for the City of Saint Louis issued an Order of Determination for the property at 320 S. Main Street on April 29, 2005 and the owner has not complied with the order.  The Hearing Officer is requesting that the City Council take action to enforce the Order to demolish the buildings.  
Bill Brown owner of the buildings stated that he contacted the railroad about purchasing the property and they have agreed to sell the property to him.  He stated that one reason he had not wanted to do anything to fix up any of the buildings was because he did not own the property.  He stated that he would like to tear the Rowley & Church Building down himself and would fix the round building so he could repair diesel engine trucks.  
Council Member Shrum wanted to know the time frame for Mr. Brown to demolish the buildings.
Brown stated that he would need at least a month to tear down the building.

Mayor Kubin wanted to know the condition of the round building.
City Manager McConkie stated that the round building has some minor items that need to be repaired but the roof is not caving in like the other building.
Brown said that he would seal coat and paint the building and would keep the city informed on purchasing the property from the railroad.  He stated that he would also start tearing down the other building.  

Council Member Shrum expressed concern about inoperable vehicles being parked on the property once the building is torn down. 

City Manager McConkie stated that inoperable vehicles would not be allowed to park there and asked Mr. Brown if he has obtained a permit from the Building Department to demolish the building.

Brown stated that he plans on getting the permit today.

Mayor Kubin recommended that the City Council give Mr. Brown 60 days to tear down the Rowley & Church Building and obtain all the permits to bring the round building up to code.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:55 a.m.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve the Order of Determination at 320 S. Main Street to demolish the Rowley & Church Building in 60 days and to exclude the round building unless the building is not brought up to all codes within the 60 day time frame.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.
None
Old Business.

None
New Business.

Approve the Pine River Township Intergovernmental Agreement.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the Pine River Township Intergovernmental Agreement and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Agreement on behalf of the City of St. Louis.  

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve the Pine River Township Intergovernmental Agreement or substantially the same in principal and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Agreement on behalf of the City of St. Louis.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Bid Award for Sidewalk Replacement.

City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve to award the Sidewalk Replacement Project to the low bidder Davidson Construction in the amount of $11,885.00.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve to award the Sidewalk Replacement Project to Davidson Construction in the amount of $11,885.00.  All ayes carried the motion.
Approve IRA Rollover Plan Amendment for Diversified Investment.
City Clerk Roehrs stated that there are no present active employees that belong to the Diversified Investment Deferred Compensation Plan but there are a few retirees that belong to the plan.  Under the new Internal Revenue Service rules the city must amend the plan to allow automatic IRA rollovers.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the Amendment of the Diversified Investment Advisors, Inc. Plan to allow Automatic IRA Rollover.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Appointment to Parks & Recreation Commission.
City Manager McConkie stated that the Parks & Recreation Commission recommended Kevin Palmer to fill the vacancy on the Commission due to the resignation of Wanda Graham.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve the appointment of Kevin Palmer to the Parks and Recreation Commission.   All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.


City Manager McConkie stated that the City Council received three informational items in their packets.  The first item is correspondence from High School Principal Tom Steere to inform the council that the Government Class will be required to attend one council meeting and one school board meeting to help them understand local government.  The council members will be asked to sign a slip by the student when they have attended a meeting.  

The next item is correspondence from Phil Moore to inquire if any city officials want to participate in the government exchange with the community in Ludwigslust, Germany.  

Mayor Kubin and Council Member Church stated that they were interested in participating in the program but would like to know the cost of the trip.

The last item of information was correspondence from Advanced Pool Services, Inc. giving the City an extended warranty until the end of the swimming season for 2006 as long as the pool is properly winterized.  Advanced Pool submitted a proposal of $1,800.00 to winterize the swimming pool.  City Manager McConkie stated that since this is the first time to shut down the pool he would proceed to have Advanced Pool do the work.
Council Member Kelly inquired about a winter cover for the swimming pool.

Utility Director Giles stated that the city received prices for two different types of covers.  The one cover was over $5,100 for the tight strong durable latch down cover and the other one was for a standard winter cover that is held down by water filled weights.
Council Member Kelly strongly recommended that the city purchase the stronger winter cover because it is safer and holds up much longer.  He would get a quote from another dealer for the cover and asked Utility Director Giles to give him the measurements of the swimming pool.

City Manager McConkie stated that he is working to get the Gas Franchise Agreement with Consumers Energy done.  Have prepared a draft ordinance for the City Council to review at the next meeting.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs commended her employees on the excellent job they did last week on collecting summer taxes and utility bills.  
County Commissioner Bunting gave her a copy of the Gratiot County Parks & Recreation Director’s Report and made copies for the City Council.
Student Delegate Comments.  None
City Council Comments.
Council Member Shrum stated that he was glad that in the absence of City Manager McConkie while on vacation the city did not have any major problems in his absence.  

Mayor Kubin stated that he received an email from Scott Cornelius giving a new time table that was agreed by all parties to release the Veliscol Site Feasibility Study in May of 2006 and Remedial Plan in Mid September 2006.   
Mayor Kubin stated that the City Officials need to keep lobbying the State and Federal Legislators to keep this time frame.
Council Member Kelly inquired what the trophy was that Police Chief Smith had with him.

Police Chief Smith stated that Police Officer Rugenstein and Police Reserve Lamentola placed third in the Police Division Target Shooting.

Council Member Church wanted to know if City Manager McConkie discussed the Dial-A-Ride issue yet with Dick Prestage.

City Manager McConkie stated that he has a meeting set up with him to discuss the matter.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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