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St. Louis, Michigan











April 5, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, April 5, 2005, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun


Don Schurr







Greater Gratiot


Jeff Stahl







Jer-Den Plastics

Kurt Giles







Utilities Director


Craig Schripsema






Rowe Inc.


Laynette Lang







Rowe Inc.


Kevin Beeson







Pine River Supervisor
Mayor Kubin led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Mayor Kubin requested a moment of silence to recognize the Life of Doug McKim.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on March 15, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $308,873.09.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for March 2005.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to receive and place on file the March 2005 Monthly Board Minutes.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Hearing – Jer-Den Plastics, Inc. IFT Application.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:05 p.m. for discussion on the Jer-Den Plastics, Inc. Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate Application.

Don Schurr stated that Jer-Den Plastics, Inc. is in the process of completing an expansion to the existing building for a new quality control lab and office space with new equipment at an estimated cost of $716,368.87.  Jer-Den is requesting that the City Council approve the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate for 12 years real property and 7 years on the personal property.  

Jeff Stahl stated that the 10,000 square foot expansion to the existing building was needed due to growth of the company.  Added a third rotational molding machine and the fourth machine was delivered in February and will be installed in April.  The business will retain about 20 existing jobs and create 15 new jobs in two years.  
There was no opposition heard on the matter.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:09 p.m. 

The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member Shrum and supported by Member Church.

WHEREAS, pursuant to P.A. 198 of 1974, M.C.L. 207.551 et seq., after a duly noticed public hearing held on April 7, 1986, this Council, by resolution, established St. Louis Industrial Development District No. 2, as requested by Greater Gratiot Development, Inc.; and

WHEREAS, JER-DEN Plastics, Inc. has filed an application for an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate with respect to expansion of and acquisition of new equipment for an existing facility located within the Industrial Development District; and 

WHEREAS, before acting on said application, the City Council held a hearing on April 5th, 2005, at the City Council Chambers, at 7:00 p.m., at which hearing the applicant, the Assessor, and a representative of the affected taxing units were given written notice and were afforded an opportunity to be heard on said application; and

WHEREAS, the expansion and installation of the new machinery and equipment had not begun earlier than August 25, 2004, six (6) months before February 25, 2005, the date of the acceptance of the application for the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate; and

WHEREAS, the expansion of the facility will retain 20 and create 15 new employment positions within a 2 year period of time in the City of St. Louis and Gratiot County; and

WHEREAS, the aggregate SEV of real and personal property exempt from ad valorem taxes within the City, after granting the transfer of certificates, will not exceed 5% of an amount equal to the sum of the SEV of the unit, plus the SEV of personal and real property thus exempted, the Council finds there will be no adverse impact, in fact, the Council finds there will be a positive long term benefit,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY the Council of the City of St. Louis that:

CONTINUATION of RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING the ISSUANCE of 

          - An INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE - 

1.  JER-DEN Plastics, Inc. is eligible to apply for Industrial Facility Exemption Certificates.

2.  The Council finds and determines that the granting of the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate considered together with the aggregate amount of certificates previously granted and currently in force under Act No. 198 of the Public Acts of 1974, shall not have the effect of substantially impeding the operation of the City of St. Louis, or impairing the financial soundness of a taxing unit which levies ad valorem taxes in the City of St. Louis; and

3.  The Council recommends to the Michigan State Tax Commission the granting of the request for an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate, to wit:

be and the same is hereby approved, and that

The Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificates, when approved shall be and remain in force for a twelve (12) year period for all real improvements and a seven (7) year period of time for the addition of machinery and equipment.

AYES:

Shrum, Church, Allen, Kelly, Kubin
NAYS:
None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Public Comments.
None
Wastewater Facilities Study-Rowe Inc.
Craig Schripsema from Rowe, Inc. presented the City Council with the results from the Wastewater Facilities Study that was completed.  The study was conducted to evaluate the City’s and Township sanitary sewer system for current and future availability. 
The study indicated that there is an infiltration problem in the sewer system and that the Michigan Avenue sewer line is undersized to handle the existing capacity.  Need to redirect water runoff to the storm sewer system and that would help decrease the amount of water being taken to the wastewater treatment plant.   Need to increase the size of the sanitary sewer line from 10” and 12” sewer line to 15” along Michigan Avenue and N. Mill Street.  Upgrade the existing 15” sanitary sewer line along Center Street to 18” eastward from N. Mill Street and crossing the Pine River.  The Union Street Pump Station should be upgraded from 18 inches to a 21 inch sanitary sewer from N. Main Street across the river eastward to the Union Street Pump Station.  Construct a 3.0 million gallon equalization basin at the WWTP to provide additional storage during peak flows. 
The cost to increase the Michigan Avenue and Center Street sewer lines along with upgrading the Union Street Pump Station is estimated at $2,360,000 and the WWTP upgrade is estimated at $5,600,000.

Schripsema stated that the City’s first priority should be to increase the Michigan Avenue sanitary sewer line.

The City Council thanked Schripsema for coming to the meeting and completing the study.

Old Business.

None
New Business.

Approve to Change May 3rd Council Meeting.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to change the City Council Meeting Date of Tuesday, May 3, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. to Wednesday, May 4, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. due to School Election being held in the City Council Chambers.
Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve to change the City Council Meeting Date of Tuesday, May 3, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. to Wednesday, May 4, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. due to School Election being held in the City Council Chambers.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Distribution of Land Use Plan.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve to distribute the Land Use Plan that was recommended by the Planning Commission.

Council Member Allen wanted to know if the council would be receiving a copy of the Land Use Plan.

City Manager McConkie stated that the council would receive a copy for their review.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve the distribution of the Land Use Plan.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve DDA Request to Purchase Property.
City Manager McConkie stated that the Downtown Development Authority submitted a request that the City Council approve a loan of $50,000.00 from the City’s Electric Fund to the Authority to purchase the property at 117 North Mill Street.  The property purchase is $45,000.00 but another $5,000.00 is needed to renovate the building.  The DDA would like the loan for 20 years at an interest rate of 4%.  Have a verbal agreement with a business owner to put a video rental store in the building.     

City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs asked if the loan would be a formal legal document or an interfund transfer between the City and the DDA.
City Manager McConkie stated that it would be an interfund loan with a standard amortization schedule.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve the Loan from the City Electric Fund to the Downtown Development Authority in the amount of $50,000.00 for a period of 20 years with 4% interest to purchase the property at 117 North Mill Street.  All ayes carried the motion.

GASB 34 Compliance.
City Manager McConkie stated that he requested proposals from Rowe Inc. and Page, Olson & Company for costs to bring the City of St. Louis into compliance with GASB 34.   Rowe gave a cost of $17,800.00 to provide an infrastructure inventory to be used to determine the City’s assets.  Page, Olson & Company reduced their hourly standard rate by 20% to implement the Fixed Asset portion of GASB 34 into the city’s accounting system.  
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the cost of Rowe Inc. and Page, Olson & Company to bring the City of St. Louis into GASB 34 Compliance.

Council Member Allen stated that she would like to see a bid from the City’s other engineering company to do the infrastructure inventory.  

Council Member Kelly stated that he would like more than one bid and recommended that the City Council table action on the matter.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Allen, to approve to table action on hiring a consulting firm to conduct an infrastructure inventory of the City’s assets because only one bid was received.  All ayes carried the motion.
Approve Public Utilities Union Contract.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the Public Utilities Contract with an  effective date of April 11, 2005 and expire on June 30, 2008 and to approve authorization for the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Contract on behalf of the City of St. Louis.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the Public Utilities Contract with an effective date of April 11, 2005 and to expire on June 30, 2008 and to approve authorization for the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Contract on behalf of the City of St. Louis.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Resolution to Change MERS Benefit Program for Union Contract.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve Resolution 2005-07 to change the Electric Union Division Municipal Employees Retirement System Benefit from B-2 with a .53% employee contribution to a B-4 with a 4.88% employee contribution to be effective on May 1, 2005.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Allen and supported by Member Kelly.
In accordance with the MERS Plan Document of 1996, the City of St. Louis_____________________                                       







        (participating Municipality) 

       2902                  adopts the following benefits for: Electric Union Division 11____________________                                                    

(Municipality Number)                                  (Reporting Unit Number, MERS Division Number and Name) 

A "division" is defined as an employee or group of employees covered by the same benefit programs and the same employee contribution program. Each division has a specific MERS number and name, such as "Div. 10, General Admin.," and is part of a Reporting Unit, such as: "01." 

Supporting Supplemental Valuation is dated January 7, 2005                    

BENEFIT MULTIPLIER 

From B-2                        

To B-4                                 
      Effective Date May 1, 2005            

  (Current Benefit Multiplier)
     (New Benefit Multiplier)
Provisions for Earlier Normal Retirement 

(   )  F50/25   (   )  F50/30 
   (   ) F(N)-Years and Out (Specify number of years)__________________

(   )  F55/15   (   )  F55/20
   (X) F55/25         (   )  F55/30 

Effective Date __________________________

EMPLOYEE CONTRIBUTION RATE 

ADDITIONAL BENEFITS AFFECTING FUTURE RETIREES 

New Rate  4.88%         

      (   ) FAC3    (X) FAC5   (X) V-6   (   ) V-8   (   )V-10   (   ) RS-50% 

Effective Date May 1, 2005                   (   ) D-2        (   ) E-2     Effective  Date __
AYES:

Allen, Kelly, Church, Shrum, Kubin
NAYS:
None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Approve Bid Award for Rebuild Hydro #5.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the bid award to Kiser Johnson for the Hydro No. 5 Repair of Components in the amount of $109,800.00 and inspection of generator bearings in the amount of $12,500.00 for a total contract amount of $122,300.00.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the bid award to Kiser Johnson for the Hydro No. 5 Repair of Components in the amount of $109,800.00 and inspection of generator bearings in the amount of $12,500.00 for a total contract amount of $122,300.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Repair Costs for Hydro #5.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to have Lansing Electric repair the Exciter and Drive Motors for Hydro #5 at the total cost of $3,607.84.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve authorization to have Lansing Electric repair the Exciter and Drive Motors for Hydro #5 at the total cost of $3,607.84.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Consumers Energy-Gibson Eastside Substation.

City Manager McConkie requested approval to make payment to Consumers Energy for the Gibson Eastside Substation in the amount of $5,747.47.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve payment to Consumers Energy for the Gibson Eastside Substation in the amount of $5,747.47.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Rowe Inc. for Sanitary Sewer Study.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to make payment to Rowe Inc. for Sanitary Sewer Study Professional Services in the amount of $3,740.00.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve payment to Rowe Inc. for Sanitary Sewer Study Professional Services in the amount of $3,740.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Spicer Group-Wilson Blvd. Water Main.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to make payment to Spicer Group for Wilson Blvd. Water Main Extension Phase II for engineering services in the amount of $2,951.25.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve payment to Spicer Group for Wilson Blvd. Water Main Extension Phase II for engineering services in the amount of $2,951.25.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Resolution 2005-08-Building Inspector & Fee Authorization.
City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council adopt Resolution 2005-08 to designate Bert Gale as the City of Saint Louis Building Official and to approve the schedule of fees to be charged by the City and authorization for the Mayor to Execute the Agreement.
The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Church and supported by Member Kelly.

WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis adopted Ordinance No. B-178 to designate an enforcing agency to discharge the responsibilities of the City of St. Louis under the provisions of the State Construction Code Act, 1972 PA 230; and

WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis has designated the Code Officials as the enforcing agency to discharge the responsibilities of the City of St. Louis under 1972 PA 230; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to periodically update the permit fee schedule for building permits.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:

1. That Bert Gale is designated the Building Official for the City of St. Louis charged with the duty of ensuring the issuance of all permits, overseeing all inspection, and keeping a record of all activities as part of the permanent records of the City of St. Louis, and discharging the responsibilities of the enforcing agency for the City of St. Louis under the provisions of the Michigan Construction Codes in accordance with 1972 PA, 230.

2. That the permit fee schedule for Building permit fees attached hereto is hereby approved and adopted as the schedule of fees to be charged by City of St. Louis for the acts and services performed by the enforcing agency under the provisions of the State Construction Code Act.

AYES:
    
Church, Kelly, Allen, Shrum, Kubin
NAYS:   
None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.
City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie stated that the Michigan Municipal League sent a list of their 2005-2006 priorities.
City Manager McConkie handed out a summary of his six month performance appraisal to the City Council.

City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council clarify as to what streets they would like to re-surface this year.  Previously the council wanted to do Wilson Blvd. and either Maple Street or Corinth Street.  Need to decide on the streets so bid documents can be prepared.

The consensus of the City Council was to have Wilson Blvd. and Maple Street re-surfaced this year.  
City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that the City received communication from Dowagiac and they are looking forward to being here for Mayor’s Exchange Day on May 18th.    

The Michigan Economic Development Corporation issued a Certificate of Completion on the Downtown Alleyway/parking lot project because the city carried out all of requirements of the Michigan CDBG Grant. 
Don Schurr commended the work that City Clerk Roehrs and DDA Director Hansen did on the CDBG Grant because the compliance work for the grant is difficult and with all of the grant work completed correctly will make it easier for the city to obtain another grant.

City Council Comments.
Council Member Church stated that he was happy that the “No right turn on red” was removed from the corner of Michigan Avenue and M-46.
Council Member Allen wanted to know if there has been any work done on the Franklin Street storm drain.

Council Member Shrum stated that there is an abandoned vehicle that was left at 612 East Street and it should be removed.

Council Member Shrum wanted to know if the bushes on the corner of State Street and Michigan Avenue could be trimmed so visibility at the corners could be better.
Utility Director Giles stated that the bushes on the south side of street are in the street right-of-way and could be trimmed but would have to check the bushes on the north side of the street.

Mayor Kubin stated that he received a correspondence back for Representative Dave Camp regarding his support to continue to acquire funding to cleanup of the Velsicol Chemical site.
Mayor Kubin stated that the City Council needs to complete their discussion on the goals for city.

City Manager McConkie stated that it is his intention to finish the goal setting with the budget review.

Council Member Church requested that the city crew clean up the brush along the road side on E. Saginaw Street before the memorial service for Doug McKim.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 9:07 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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April 19, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, April 19, 2005, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Student Delegate:

Arne Sieg
Others in Attendance:


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun


Kurt Giles







Utilities Director


Phil Hansen







DDA Director

Mark Abbott







DPW Supt.
Council Member Kelly led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on April 5, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $330,578.17.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports for March 2005.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to receive and place on file the March 2005 Monthly Reports.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.
None
Old Business.

None
New Business.

Approve Appointment of Barb Chovanec to Housing Commission.
City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council approve the appointment of Barb Chovanec to the St. Louis Housing Commission to fill the vacancy of Bud Taylor.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve the appointment of Barb Chovanec to the St. Louis Housing Commission to fill the vacancy of Bud Taylor.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Resolution 2005-09-MDOT Enhancement Grant.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council adopt Resolution 2005-09 supporting the Michigan Department of Transportation Grant Enhancement Program to improve the appearance of community streets and historic areas in the City of Saint Louis.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Shrum and supported by Member Allen.
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of St. Louis recognizes that funds are available through the Michigan Department of Transportation Grant Enhancement Program to improve the appearance of Crawford Street and the area surrounding the St. Louis Area Historical Society Museum in the City limits; and


WHEREAS, the City Council supports the Michigan Department of Transportation Grant Enhancement Program to improve the appearance of community streets and historic areas; and 


WHEREAS, the City Council wants to enhance the appearance with new Victorian street lights, sidewalks, brick pavers, road paving, landscaping and restoration of the historic toll booth and creation of a display building for the Republic Truck; and 


WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis agrees to pay the cost of labor and equipment rental to install the street lights for the project ($8,200.00); and


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Saint Louis City Council hereby supports the application be submitted to the Michigan Department of Transportation for an Enhancement Grant, and that this grant application take priority over our previous existing MDOT grant application.

YEAS:  
Shrum, Allen, Church, Kelly, Kubin
NAYS:
None  

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Approve Payment to CMI for Annual Software Support.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to CMI Sanderson for Annual Utility Billing Software Support in the amount of $2,000.00.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve payment to CMI Sanderson for Annual Utility Billing Software Support in the amount of $2,000.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Computer – Utility Director.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase a HP Computer for the Utilities Director in the amount of $1,263.00.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the purchase of a HP Computer for the Utilities Director in the amount of $1,263.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Stripe Painting.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the proposal from Asphalt Concrete Services for Downtown Stripe Painting in the amount of $2,148.00.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve the proposal from Asphalt Concrete Services for Downtown Stripe Painting in the amount of $2,148.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Roof Replacement at DPW Garage.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the proposal from Otterskin Roofgear to replace the DPW Garage Roof and to authorize advance payment in the amount of $7,054.50 with the balance of $7,054.50 due on completion for a total budgeted amount of $14,109.00.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve the proposal from Otterskin Roofgear to replace the DPW Garage Roof and to authorize advance payment in the amount of $7,054.50 with the balance of $7,054.50 due on completion for a total budgeted amount of $14,109.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Change Order #1 Consulting Contract Hydro #5.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve Change Order No. 1 to Ayres, Lewis Norris, & May, Inc. for Engineering Construction Assistance for the Hydroelectric Turbine No. 5 Repair in the amount of $12,900.00.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve Change Order No. 1 to Ayres, Lewis Norris, & May, Inc. for Engineering Construction Assistance for the Hydroelectric Turbine No. 5 Repair in the amount of $12,900.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Award Wilson Blvd. Water Main Contract-Isabella Corp.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to award Isabella Corporation the Wilson Blvd. Water Main Replacement Contract in the amount of $76,423.00 and to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Contract on behalf of the City of St. Louis.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve to award Isabella Corporation the Wilson Blvd. Water Main Replacement Contract in the amount of $76,423.00 and to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Contract on behalf of the City of St. Louis.  All ayes carried the motion.

Award Main Street Bridge Deck Rehab Contract-Miller Development.

City Manager McConkie requested approval to award Miller Development the Main Street Bridge Deck Rehab Contract in the amount of $87,664.10 and to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Contract on behalf of the City of St. Louis.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve to award Miller Development the Main Street Bridge Deck Rehab Contract in the amount of $87,664.10 and to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Contract on behalf of the City of St. Louis.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Appointment of City Manager to “New” 911 Board.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the City Council to appoint City Manager Robert McConkie as the City of Saint Louis Representative to the “New” 911 Board.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve to appoint City Manager Robert McConkie as the City of Saint Louis Representative to the “New” 911 Board.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Appointment of City Clerk/Treasurer to “New” 911 Board as an Alternate.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the City Council to appoint City Clerk/Treasurer Nancy L. Roehrs as the City of Saint Louis Alternate Representative to the “New” 911 Board.
Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve to appoint City Clerk/Treasurer Nancy L. Roehrs as the City of Saint Louis Alternate Representative to the “New” 911 Board.  All ayes carried the motion.

Student Comments.
Student Delegate Arne Sieg stated that school is about over for the year and he will miss coming to the meetings.
City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie stated that the Water Department Building roof either needs to be repaired or replaced.   Not sure if it is feasible to put more cost into the building because the structure is in bad shape.  

City Council needs to set a date for a final work session on the budget sometime in May.

The City Council set the date of Wednesday, May 18, 2005, at 7:30 a.m. for a Budget Workshop.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that last night at the County Clerk’s meeting she received the city’s two new electronic Optec voting devices.  The cost of the new machines was $10,000 which was covered under the HAVA State Grant.  Only have two weeks to learn how the machines work and to instruct her Election Inspectors on the equipment before the May 3rd election.

Need to know who will be attending Mayor’s Exchange Day on Wednesday, May 18, 2005, to plan the tours and meals.

City Council Comments.
Mayor Kubin wanted to know how City Clerk Roehrs felt about the open voting law that is being discussed by the Legislators in Lansing.  
City Clerk Roehrs stated that she understands that the Legislators want to make things easier for people wanting to vote but there would be an increase of cost at the local level to maintain open voting and to issue no reason absentee ballots.
Council Member Allen commended the city crew on the good job they are doing on installing the storm sewer on Franklin Street and keeping the area cleaned up.

Council Member Allen stated that DDA Director Hansen will be speaking about St. Louis this morning at the Board of Realtors. 

Council Member Kelly stated that Council Member Shrum inquired about a place that would refurbish the bicycles that the police department acquires so that they could be sold.  Did not find anyone that does that work but found out that the Salvation Army would take the bicycles.
Council Member Kelly stated that he is hearing loud music coming from a lot of cars since the weather is nicer.
Mayor Kubin asked for an update on the Rowley & Church property.

DDA Director Hansen stated that the paper work is still being processed.
Council Member Church wanted to know how much longer before the title problem is cleared up with the MSDHA house on S. Lincoln Street.
DDA Director Hansen stated that there is still 45 days left on the waiting period time.

Council Member Church stated that the DPW has been doing a good job of cleaning up the raked leaves and brush.

Mayor Kubin stated that the city needs to evaluate the walking availability in the town.

Council Member Allen left the meeting at 8:17 a.m.

Closed Session-Property Purchase.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council have a closed session to discuss proposed property purchase.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve to go into closed session at 8:18 a.m. to discuss proposed property purchase.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve to return to open session at 8:27 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:28 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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May 4, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Wednesday, May 4, 2005, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
Jerry Church (excused)
City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun


Dan Digmann







Mt. Pleasant

Randy Sumner







Dial-A-Ride Transit

Council Member Shrum led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on April 19, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Financial Statements.
City Council reviewed the Financial Statements for the Month of March 2005.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the Financial Statements for the Month of March 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $207,996.55.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for April 2005.

The City Council discussed the letter from the Cemetery Board requesting that the DPW install the storm drainage for the new road this construction season.  The work was scheduled to be done last year but was not completed.

City Manager McConkie stated that the work was not done last year because the DPW ran out of time and there were other projects higher on the priority list that were completed.

City Clerk Roehrs stated that the road completion is a priority to the Cemetery Board because until the roadway is complete the lots cannot be plotted on the new section and the cemetery has run out of space to sell except for single graves.
City Manager McConkie stated that he was not aware of the need for the lots and that need should have been stated in the letter because it changes the priority on the project list.

The consensus of the City Council was to have the storm drainage installed this construction season for the new cemetery road.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to receive and place on file the April 2005 Monthly Board Minutes.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.
None
Old Business.

None

New Business.

Approve MS Awareness Resolution.
Mayor Kubin introduced Dan Digmann the spokes person for Multiple Sclerosis to the City Council.

City Manager McConkie stated that the City of Saint Louis received a request from Dan Digmann for the Mayor to Proclaim May as Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Month.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to authorize the Mayor to proclaim the Month of May as Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Month.  All ayes carried the motion.
Discussion on Dial-a-Ride Contract.
City Manager McConkie stated that he received correspondence from Randy Sumner regarding the City’s Dial-A-Ride Contract.  In the current agreement the city agrees to pay Alma $9,000.00 from July 1, 2004 through June 30, 2007 for city residents using the transit service.  Alma was recently notified that MDOT decreased operational funding for the transit system and there have been more wheelchair bound customers for St. Louis riding that has increased service cost.  Alma Transportation Services is requesting that the City of St. Louis amend the current Dial-A-Ride Contract to increase St. Louis City funding to $9,600.00.
Randy Sumner reviewed with the City Council cost data information on providing the residents of St. Louis the Dial-A-Ride Service.  

Mayor Kubin stated that it is costing the city a lot of money for only about 10 people using the transit system.  He recommended that the City Council discuss the matter further at the budget meeting.

Council Member Allen stated that the city’s current fiscal year contract needs to be addressed now because the city is going to exceed the amount of $9,000.00.

Mayor Kubin recommended that the City Council amend the Dial-A-Ride Service Contract for this fiscal year and then review the contract amount for next year’s budget.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kubin, to approve to amend the contract amount to $9,600.00 for the Dial-A-Ride Transit Service Agreement between the City of Alma and City of St. Louis for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2005 and to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Agreement on behalf of the City of St. Louis.  All ayes carried the motion.
Approve Capital Assets Policy.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the proposed City of Saint Louis Capital Assets Policy.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Allen, to approve the City of Saint Louis Capital Assets Policy.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve City Audit Proposal.
City Manager McConkie stated that five auditing firms were sent requests to submit three-year audit proposals for the City of Saint Louis, St. Louis Housing Commission and the Mid Michigan Community Fire District.  Three of the firms responded with proposals and the lowest bids were from Rehmann Robson.  The amounts for the City of St. Louis are in the amount of $8,900 for 2005, in the amount of  $9,100 for 2006 and in the amount of $9,600 for 2007 and recommended that the City Council approve the proposal.
Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the three-year Audit Proposal from Rehmann Robson for the City of St. Louis in the amount of $8,900 for 2005, in the amount of $9,100 for 2006 and in the amount of $9,600 for a total cost of $27,600.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Housing Commission Audit Proposal.
City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council approve the three-year audit proposal for the St. Louis Housing Commission from Rehmann Robson in the amount of $4,500 for 2005, in the amount of $4,600 for 2006 and in the amount of $4,700 for 2007.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the three-year audit proposal from Rehmann Robson for the St. Louis Housing Commission in the amount of $4,500 for 2005, in the amount of $4,600 for 2006 and in the amount of $4,700 for 2007 with a total cost of $13,800.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Fire Audit Proposal.
City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council approve the three-year audit proposal from Rehmann Robson in the amount of $2,500 for 2005, in the amount of $2,500 for 2006 and in the amount of $2,600 for 2007.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the three-year audit proposal from Rehmann Robson in the amount of $2,500 for 2005, in the amount of $2,500 for 2006 and in the amount of $2,600 for 2007 with a total cost of $7,600.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Resolution 2005-10 Credit Card Policy.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the Resolution Establishing a Credit Card Use Policy.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Kelly, and supported by Member Shrum.

WHEREAS, Michigan Public Act 266 of 1995, effective January 8, 1996, authorizes the use of credit cards by officers or employees of a local unit of government for appropriate expenses, and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of St. Louis hereby determines that a personal financial burden is placed on officers or employees when said officers or employees find it necessary to use personal cash or credit cards for expenses related to the operation of the City, and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council determines it to be in the best interest of the City to use credit cards in pursuit of normal operations and the following policy shall govern the use of credit cards by officers or employees of the City of St. Louis.

Policy

· The City Manager shall be responsible for the issuance, accounting, monitoring, and developing a system of internal control for generally overseeing compliance with the credit card policy

· Credit cards may be used only by an officer or employee of the City for the purchase of goods or services for the official business of the City

· Any officer or employee using any credit card must submit documentation detailing the goods or services purchased, cost, date of the purchase, and the official business

· Any officer or employee issued a credit card is responsible for its protection and custody and shall immediately notify the City if the card is lost or stolen

· Any officer or employee issued a credit card must immediately surrender the credit card upon termination

· The City Manager shall approve statement of monthly activity from the credit card provider prior to payment being made for any goods or services contained thereon

· The balance including any interest due on any extension of credit under the credit card arrangement shall be paid for not more than 60 days of the initial statement date

· The combined authorized credit limit shall not exceed 5% of the total budget of the City for the current fiscal year

· Any employee or officer who violates any provision of this policy shall be subject to disciplinary actions as provided in the City of St. Louis Personnel Policy up to and including termination from employment in addition to any disciplinary measurers consistent with law.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED this 4th day of May, 2005, this resolution establishing a credit card policy is hereby adopted by a vote of the City Council.

Ayes:

Kelly, Shrum, Allen, Kubin
Nays:

None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Present 2005-2006 Budget.
City Manager McConkie stated that the proposed 2005-2006 City of St. Louis Budget is progressing along well but still have some work to do to complete it and will have the budget for the council at the next meeting.  
Approve Rehabilitation of Water Well #5.

City Manager McConkie requested approval for the cleaning and rehabilitation of Water Well #5 by Peerless-Midwest at an estimated cost of $29,000.00.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the cleaning and rehabilitation of Water Well #5 by Peerless-Midwest at an estimated cost of $29,000.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Gearbox for Dam Flood Gates.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase a Gearbox for the Flood Gates at the St. Louis Dam from Ex-Cell-O Machine Tools, Inc. in the amount of $2,086.00.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the purchase of a Gearbox for the Flood Gates at the St. Louis Dam from Ex-Cell-O Machine Tools, Inc. in the amount of $2,086.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.
None
City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that the election went well yesterday using the new equipment.

Submitted the first payment request to the DNR for the Swimming Pool Grant and received correspondence on Monday that the request was approved.  Received the grant funds today in the amount of $55,040.00.
City Council Comments.
Council Member Shrum wanted to know what the status was about removing the stop sign at the railroad crossing on State Street.

City Manager McConkie stated that he would have to check with the Police Chief about removing the sign.

Mayor Kubin recommended that the Police Chief be consulted first to see if he recommended that the sign be removed.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:02 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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May 17, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, May 17, 2005, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Student Delegates:

Arne Sieg and Brandon Strong

Others in Attendance:


Erica Goff







Gratiot County Herald


Phil Hansen







DDA Director



Kurt Giles







Utilities Director

Council Member Allen led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on May 4, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $275,716.75.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports for April 2005.

Council Member Kelly requested that the Police Report be prepared on a spread sheet in the computer instead of using a typewriter.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to receive and place on file the April 2005 Monthly Reports.  All ayes carried the motion.

Presentation to Youth in Local Government Students.
Mayor Kubin presented plaques to Student Delegates Arne Sieg and Brandon Strong for their participation in local government by attending and participating at the City Council and Planning Commission meetings.

The student delegates thanked the city council for the recognition. 

Public Comments.
None
Old Business.

None

New Business.

Approve Poppy Sales Request.
City Manager stated that the city received a request from the St. Louis-Alma American Legion Post #256 and Auxiliary to authorize Poppy Sales on May 19th, 20th, and the 21st in the City of St. Louis.
Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve authorization for the St. Louis-Alma American Legion Post #256 and Auxiliary to authorize Poppy Sales on May 19th, 20th, and the 21st in the City of St. Louis.  All ayes carried the motion.

Confirmation for Verbal Approval for Prison Pump Station Repair.
City Manager McConkie requested confirmation on the verbal approval to have the Prison Pump Station repaired by Jett Pump & Valve, L.L.C. in the amount of $2,607.07.
Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to confirm verbal approval to have the Prison Pump Station repaired by Jett Pump & Valve, L.L.C. in the amount of $2,607.07.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Ferric Chloride for WWTP.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase Ferric Chloride for the Wastewater Treatment Plant from Eaglebrook in the amount of $2,745.00.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve the purchase of Ferric Chloride for the Wastewater Treatment Plant from Eaglebrook in the amount of $2,745.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Discussion on Joint School/City Meeting.
City Manager McConkie stated that a joint school/city meeting has been set for Monday, May 23, 2005,

7:30 p.m. at the high school media center.  Items for discussion on the Westgate School, Student Representatives for local government and participation by the Government Class at council meetings.  If any other items need to be added contact City Manager McConkie.
Approve Payment Request #3 to Baruzzini Construction-New Swimming Pool.



City Manager McConkie requested approval for Payment No. 3 to Baruzzini Construction for the New Swimming Pool Construction Project in the amount of $49,963.00.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve Payment No. 3 to Baruzzini Construction for the New Swimming Pool Construction Project in the amount of $49,963.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment No. 4 to Baruzzini Construction-New Swimming Pool.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for Payment No. 4 to Baruzzini Construction for the New Swimming Pool Construction Project in the amount of $31,320.00.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve Payment No. 4 to Baruzzini Construction for the New Swimming Pool Construction Project in the amount of $31,320.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Student Comments.
Student Delegate Arne Sieg thanked the City Council again for letting him be apart of the local government program and wanted to thank the City Council for welcoming the German Delegates to St. Louis.  
City Manager’s Report.


City Manager McConkie stated that the City Council received a copy of the correspondence from EPA awarding the City of St. Louis a Community-Wide Petroleum Assessment Grant.
Received correspondence from Library Director Kim White requesting that the City Council write to Senator Goschka and urge him to retain state aid for libraries.
All full-time non-union employees voted for this year’s floating holiday which is according to the personnel policy handbook and the holiday will be Friday, July 1, 2005.

The police department assisted a lady from out of town who locked her keys in the car and the lady sent a letter to commend the police officer on his professionalism, friendliness and understanding when he helped to open her car door to get the keys.

The budget for fiscal year 2005/2006 is about complete and at the meeting tomorrow will set the city goals for the year.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that City Manager McConkie hired the Accounting Firm of Page Olson to assist her office to prepare for GASB 34 compliance.

City Council Comments.
Council Member Kelly stated that the city should purchase a training video to assist the police department to learn how to do spread sheets.
City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that there are enough office personnel that know how to do spread sheets that they can help the police department learn how to create spread sheets.

Council Member Allen stated that in the latest MML magazine there was an article that talked about what is a proper expenditure for the city and wanted to know how city administration knows what can be purchased with city funds.

City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that she keeps up on the matter from reading material sent to her.

Council Member Allen wanted to know the status of the MSDHA houses.

DDA Director Hansen stated that the house at 220 S. Delaware should be closed on in the next couple weeks.  Still waiting for the clear title on the house on S. Lincoln Street.

Council Member Shrum stated that Ted Townsend contacted him to request authorization for the Memorial Day Parade route.  

City Manager McConkie stated that there is a conflict on closing the Mill Street Bridge for the parade because the Main Street Bridge will be shut down for repair work and the only access for traffic from the north will be the Mill Street Bridge.  

Mayor Kubin suggested that Ted Townsend contact the Police Chief to discuss the parade route.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve authorization for the Memorial Day Parade Route for Monday, May 30, 2005, subject to the approval of the City Administration and Police Chief.   All ayes carried the motion. 

Council Member Shrum asked if anything was happening with the Stop sign on State Street.
City Manager McConkie stated that he has not had time to check with the Police Chief on the matter.

Mayor Kubin stated that he was very pleased with the German Exchange event that took place last week.

Mayor Kubin stated that he presented Megan Parsons with the City of St. Louis Ambassador Award at the High School Awards Program.

Mayor Kubin requested that appreciation letters be sent to those that accommodated the German Delegates in St. Louis.

City Manager McConkie stated that he would send out the letters.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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May 18, 2005

The Special Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Wednesday, May 18, 2005, at 7:40 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

Administrative Assistant
Mari Anne Layman
Others in Attendance:


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun

City Manager Robert McConkie reviewed the 2005/2006 Budget.  The draft is not 100% complete. City Manager informed Council members that according to State Statute, General Funds and Special Revenue Funds require budget.  The rest of the funds do not.   Will need to draft a Resolution and the true budget needs to be adopted.

Below each fund there is a narrative explaining each fund.  All Members were very pleased with the layout of the budget.  Capital Budget is not complete yet.  City Manager would also like a projection of upcoming projects over the next five years by next year.  Utilities Director Giles is preparing the projections. 
Also attached to the budget are the prioritized goals for the 2005/2006 fiscal year.  All members agreed with the goal list.

The St. Louis accounting structure is being reformatted to meet the GASB 34 requirements.  Auditors have made little reference as to how to implement GASB 34.  Have hired Page Olson for assistance to begin the new accounting process.

Mayor Kubin questioned the amounts in General fund entitled “other sources & uses”.  City Manager will prepare a more detailed description as to what the account is used for.
City Manager would like one more meeting on the final draft budget before it is adopted at the June 7, 2005 meeting.  The June 21, 2005 meeting will be amending the 2004/2005 Budget.

A short discussion was held regarding the library millage.  Members will discuss the matter further at next meeting.

City Manager will send the final draft budget to Council Members prior to the meeting.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly to adjourn.

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 a.m.

Mari Anne Layman

Administrative Assistant
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May 23, 2005

The Special Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council and the Saint Louis Public School Board was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Monday, May 23, 2005, at 7:30 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

School Board Members:
Joe Holcomb, Tracey Ross, Vicki Ross
School Supt.
Robert Lange

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs
Others in Attendance:


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun

Items Discussed.

Westgate School.
Mayor Kubin asked the School Board as to what their plans were with the Westgate School. 

Supt. Lange stated that the school board had an appraisal done of the property and the school is not presently being used due to maintenance cost.  The board is open for options and would be interested in working with the city to get the building utilized.  The annual cost of maintenance for the school is $23,000 and the roof needs to be replaced at an estimated cost of $76,000.

City Manager McConkie stated that the building could be converted into a senior citizen housing unit.
Mayor Kubin asked the School Board members what they would like seen done with the property.

The consensus of the school board was to keep the property for recreational purposes such as softball, little league or soccer fields and pursue having the building sold to a developer to convert it into senior housing units.

Student Representatives.
Mayor Kubin stated that this year Brandon Strong and Arne Sieg were the student representatives selected by the school and in the past Bob Threloff did a very good job recommending the students that participated.  Understand since Threloff is retiring that Ms. Bush will be selecting the students and the city would like to make sure that students are selected for the upcoming school year.

Supt. Lange stated that he would talk with Ms. Bush about the student selection.

Participation of Government Classes at Council Meetings.
Supt. Lange stated that he would like to see the government classes participate at the School Board and City Council meetings to help the students better understand local government.

State Funding.
Supt. Lange stated that the school systems and cities have had their state funding reduced numerous times over the last few years and operational budgets have been cut.  The state is proposing to maintain $175 per student next year and will increase the amount $50 per high school student if the curriculum is changed to requiring four years of English, four years of math, and two years of a foreign language.  

Test Scores K-8.
Supt. Lange stated that the MEAP Test Scores for the grades K-8 increased 28 to 56 percent this year as a result of curriculum changes in the schools.

Bridges-Main Street/Mill Street.
Supt. Lange stated that he knows that the Main Street Bridge repair will start tomorrow and then after that bridge work is done Mill Street Bridge is going to be closed.  Would like to know if Mill Street Bridge will be open by the time school opens August 29th.

City Manager McConkie stated that the Mill Street Bridge is being closed so the EPA can start cleaning the Mill Pond.  The bridge will probably stay closed until November sometime.  

Member Ross requested that proper signage for the detour around the Main Street Bridge be placed before Prospect Street to give truck traffic enough notification to take an alternate route.  

City Manager McConkie stated that he will make contact with the DPW Supt. to make sure proper signage is in place.

Also, Member Ross wanted to know how much of Union Road does the city maintain because the road needs to be graded.  Talked with the township and they said that Union Road to I & S Solvents is the city’s responsibility to maintain.

City Manager McConkie stated that the Road Commission will be contacted to see whose jurisdiction it is to maintain that portion of Union Road.

Graduation.
Supt. Lange stated that Graduation is Thursday, May 26th at the High School.

A Year in a Glance.
Supt. Lange reviewed with the board members and city council a power point presentation on the events at all of the schools during the past year.  

Mayor Kubin asked about the school vocational program and if the students could do projects in town.

Supt. Lange stated that the students that have vocational education go to Mt. Pleasant and that is the only place where community projects are done.

Mayor Kubin stated that Joe Holcomb is retiring from the School Board after many years of service to the schools.  Mayor Kubin recognized Joe Holcomb for his good leadership on the school board and for his community work.   

Next Meeting Date.
The consensus of the board members was to set another joint meeting after school starts in the fall and before homecoming celebration.

Meeting adjourned at 8:42 p.m.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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June 7, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, June 7, 2005, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun


Joe Scholtz





313
W.
Saginaw Street

Walt Smith







Police Chief


Phil Hansen







DDA Director


Craig Schripsema






Rowe Engineering


Kevin & Glenda Johnson



513

Olive Road
Mayor Kubin led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on May 17, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the minutes of the special meeting held on May 18, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Council Member Allen joined the meeting at 7:02 p.m.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the special joint meeting with the school board held on May 23, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.
Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $284,031.34.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Minutes for May 2005.

Council Member Kelly asked if the cemetery drain and road was going to be installed by the DPW soon.

City Manager McConkie stated that the city is preparing to take bids on the cemetery road because the DPW does not have the time to do the construction and the bids should be coming to council for approval at the July meeting.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to receive and place on file the May 2005 Monthly Minutes.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Hearing – 2005/2006 Fiscal Year Budget and Millage Rate.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:09 p.m. for the Proposed Tax Millage Rate and for the Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2006.
City Manager McConkie discussed the Proposed 2005/2006 Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2006 Budget with the City Council.  There were some changes made from the preliminary budget the council reviewed in May.
Two of the changes are to move the Oak Grove Cemetery Fund to the General Government Fund and the Industrial Park Fund to General Fund because they do not require tracking as a separate fund.  The General Government Department was moved into Community & Economic Development Department.    The total revenue and expenditures for the General Fund are $1,749,538.
The City Council needs to establish the policy to amend the budget immediately if a city project is approved that is not listed in the original budget.

The special revenue funds are Major Street, Local Street, Library Fund and Downtown Development Authority Fund.   

City Manager McConkie stated that the proposed millage rate to be levied for July 1, 2005 is 13.5087       mills.  Last year’s millage rate was 13.5182 and the millage reduction is due to the “Headlee” Millage Reduction Factor.  Checking with the attorney to see if the city can levy 1.0000 mill for the library as allowed by the State of Michigan Statue without a vote of the residents.  
Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:25 p.m.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Church, and supported by Kelly.
WHEREAS, the City Manager has submitted and filed with the City Council a proposed budget estimating revenues and expenditures for 2005-2006 fiscal year on May 3, 2005, as required by Chapter VII, Section 7 of the City Charter and Act 2, Michigan Public Acts of 1968, as amended, and

WHEREAS, the City Council in accordance with Act 621 Michigan Public Acts of 1978, as amended, has set the date June 7, 2005 for a public hearing at 7:00 o'clock PM, or as soon thereafter as the agenda permits, to receive citizen comment on the proposed budget as presented herein.  A copy of the affidavit of publication of said public hearing is on file with the City Clerk.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council, after such hearing thereon and consideration thereof, does hereby adopt said budget as represented herein and fixes the tax of 15 mills for general operating purposes, to be raised by a general ad valorem tax upon owners of Real and Personal Property in the City, by the authority granted, and in accordance with the Michigan Constitution, the General Property Tax Act 206, Michigan Public Acts of 1893, as amended, and City Charter, Chapter VII, subject to limitations therein.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Treasurer be authorized and directed to make such transfers between the various funds in accordance with the adoption of the budget as follows, and


GENERAL FUND
REVENUES                         
                         
EXPENDITURES

                                                  
Taxes
$    619,700
General Government
$     534,570

License & Permits
42,200
Public Safety
699,133

Federal Grants
150,000
Public Works
148,985

State Grants
528,600
Community & Economic Development
177,750

Charge For Services
34,600
Recreation & Culture
95,200

Fines
12,050
Debt Service
41,400

Interest and Rents
25,500
Other Financing Uses
52,500
Other Revenues
68,025



Other Financing Sources
255,130


From Fund Balance
13,733



Total Revenues
$1,749,538
Total Expenditures
$1,749,538

MAJOR STREET FUND
REVENUES                                                   
EXPENDITURES

                                                    
State Grants
$  207,800
Highways Streets & Bridges
$    228,395

Interest
1,500
Other Financing Uses
20,000
Other Revenues
16,000

From Fund Balance
    23,095

 
Total Revenues
$  248,395
Total Expenditures
$    248,395


LOCAL STREET FUND
REVENUES                                                   
EXPENDITURES                                                    

State Grants
$    92,300
Highways, Streets & Bridges
$     155,110
Interest
1,500



Other Revenues
     1,500

Other financing Sources
      20,000
From Fund Balance
39,810

            

Total Revenues
$  155,110
Total Expenditures
$   155,110


T.A. CUTLER MEMORIAL LIBRARY
REVENUES                                                   
EXPENDITURES                                                   
State Grants
4,000
Personnel Services
$ 85,800            

Charges for Services
2,000
Supplies
15,560

Fines & Forfeits
$   128,500
Other Services & Charges
68,640

Interest & Rents
1,000
Capital Outlay
2,500
Other Revenues
6,500

                   
       Other Sources 
26,500

From Fund Balance
4,000
Total Revenues
$   172,500
Total Expenditures
$ 172,500


DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
REVENUES                                                   
EXPENDITURES                                                   
Taxes
$   25,000
Personnel Services
$ 0            

Interest
400
Supplies
1,300

Other Revenues
1,050
Other Services & Charges
11,100



To Fund Balance
11,550
Total Revenues
26,450
Total Expenditures
26,450

Ayes:

Church, Kelly, Allen, Shrum, Kubin
                                                    

Nays:

None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Public Comments.


Kevin Johnson stated that his editorial article on the amount of stray cats was in the newspaper last Sunday and wanted to bring to the council’s attention what a nuisance cats have become.  Next door to him the house has eight cats that make a mess all over the neighborhood.  Think cats should have to be licensed like dogs.
Police Chief Smith stated that an officer can talk to the owner to let them know that they cannot let the cats run at large.

City Council suggested that an article about how stray cats have become a nuisance in town and that the city is going to start enforcing the ordinance that prohibits cats running at large be put in the newsletter.
Joe Scholtz updated the City Council on the Fishing Derby for Saturday, June 11, 2005.  There are children with their parents registered from Fulton, Comstock and Grand Rapids.
The City Council expressed their appreciation to Scholtz for his excellent efforts on running the fishing derby.

Old Business.

None

New Business.

Introduce and Set Public Hearing Ordinance B-182.
City Manager recommended that the City Council introduce proposed Ordinance No. B-182 to Amend Section 2-177 Competitive Bidding and 2-178 When City Council Must Approve Purchases of the City of St. Louis Code of Ordinances and to Set the Public Hearing of Tuesday, June 21, 7:30 a.m.
The existing ordinance states that competitive bidding is required for any purchase over $1,000 and the proposed ordinance does not require competitive bidding unless the amount is over $10,000.

The proposed ordinance amendment also allows the City Manager to authorize purchases up to $5,000 without needing approval from the City Council.
Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve to Introduce Ordinance No. B-182 to Amend Section 2-177 Competitive Bidding and 2-178 When City Council Must Approve Purchases of the City of St. Louis Code of Ordinances and to Set the Public Hearing of Tuesday, June 21, 7:30 a.m.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Road Closures Request for Community Day.
City Manager McConkie stated that the Committee for Saint Louis Community Day requested permission to block off E. Saginaw Street from Jan’s Pizzeria east to Clinton Street, Franklin Street south of Washington Avenue and Clinton Street south of Washington Avenue on Saturday, July 30, 2005.  Police Chief Smith approved the street closures because the emergency vehicles will have accessibility.
Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve authorization to close E. Saginaw Street from Jan’s Pizzeria east to Clinton Street, Franklin Street south of Washington Avenue and Clinton Street south of Washington Avenue on Saturday, July 30, 2005, for Saint Louis Community Day.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Verizon Maintenance Contract.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the Annual Maintenance Contract for the City Hall Telephone System in the amount of $1,503.96.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve the Annual Maintenance Contract for the City Hall Telephone System in the amount of $1,503.96.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Engagement Letter from Rehmann Robson.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the Engagement Letter from Rehmann Robson for the audit of the financial statements for the City of Saint Louis for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2005.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve authorization for the City Clerk to sign the Engagement Letter from Rehmann Robson for the audit of the financial statements for the City of Saint Louis Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Sewer Televising.




City Manager McConkie requested approval to televise 5000’ of a 12” Sanitary Sewer with Pan & Tilt Camera by Dependable Sewer Cleaners in the amount of $2,800.00.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve to televise 5000’ of a 12” Sanitary Sewer with Pan & Tilt Camera by Dependable Sewer Cleaners in the amount of $2,800.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Pool Roof Repair.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to have Otterskin Roofgear & Construction, Inc. repair the Swimming Pool Roof in the amount of $2,897.00.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve to have Otterskin Roofgear & Construction, Inc. repair the Swimming Pool Roof in the amount of $2,897.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Discuss & Approve Interlocal Agreement.
City Manager McConkie stated that the City of Owosso has been the fiduciary entity for MAGNET and has been doing all of the financial accounting for the organization.  Due to all of the State of Michigan’s funding cuts Owosso can no longer afford to oversee the accounting and St. Louis has been asked by MAGNET to take over the process.  Gratiot County, City of Alma, City of Owosso and the State Police all provide a full-time police officer plus their contribution amount to MAGNET.   If the City Council wants to proceed to have St. Louis provide the financial accounting for MAGNET an Interlocal Agreement would have to be approved delegating City Clerk/Treasurer Nancy Roehrs as the Financial Officer and approve a budget for the accounting system.
Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve to proceed with an Interlocal Agreement Establishing the Mid-Michigan Area Group Narcotics Enforcement Team and the City of Saint Louis as the Fiduciary Entity for the organization.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Repair Cost for Trencher.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for Gregware Equipment Company to repair the Trencher at the cost of $1,835.05.

Moved by Church, supported by Allen, to approve Gregware Equipment Company to repair the Trencher at the cost of $1,835.05.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Cost for M-46 Street Lamp Directional Bore.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to make payment to Robinson Electric for Directional Bore of the electric cable for the M-46 Street Lamp Project in the amount of $2,390.00.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve payment to Robinson Electric for Directional Bore of the electric cable for the M-46 Street Lamp Project in the amount of $2,390.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Electric Cable for Street Lamp Project.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase 3,500 feet of Electric Cable for the M-46 Street Lamp Project from Standard Electric in the amount of $7,556.82.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the purchase of 3,500 feet of Electric Cable for the M-46 Street Lamp Project from Standard Electric in the amount of $7,556.82.  All ayes carried the motion.

Introduce & Set Public Hearing for Ordinance No. B-183.

City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council Introduce Ordinance No. B-183 to

Amend Section 2-23 of the City of St. Louis Code of Ordinances to Control and Supervise 
Administration of City; other employees subordinate; exceptions.  The city manager 
shall have entire control and supervision of administration.  All appointive officers and all employees 
of the city shall be subordinate to him, the board of equalization and review, the board of special 
assessors, the board of election commissioners, the board of election inspectors, and the board of 
library trustees, the board of cemetery trustees, and their respective subordinates and employees and to Set 
the Public Hearing of Tuesday, June 21, 7:50 a.m.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve to Introduce Ordinance No. B-183 to Amend Section 2-23 
of the City of St. Louis Code of Ordinances to Control and Supervise Administration of City; other 
employees subordinate; exceptions.  The city manager shall have entire control and supervision of 
administration.  All appointive officers and all employees of the city shall be subordinate to him, the board of 
equalization and review, the board of special assessors, the board of election commissioners, the board of 
election inspectors, and the board of library trustees, the board of cemetery trustees, and their respective 
subordinates and employees and to Set the Public Hearing of Tuesday, June 21, 7:50 a.m.  All ayes carried
the motion.

Overtime Policy.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve language change to Section 4.2a  Overtime of the City of Saint Louis Employee Policy Handbook to allow flexible work schedules and overtime to be paid at a rate of time and one half of regular pay for all hours worked in excess of 40 hours a week.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the language change for Section 4.2a Overtime for the City of Saint Louis Employee Policy Handbook.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.


City Manager McConkie stated that the water main project on Wilson Boulevard is going along very well.
The State Street Railroad crossing replacement is underway and the street has been closed while the work is being done.

The Police Chief does not see any reason why the stop sign at the railroad crossing on State Street has to be there and recommended that the traffic control order to remove the sign be approved.
Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve to rescind the Traffic Control Order for the Stop Sign on State Street at the Railroad Crossing.  All ayes carried the motion.

The new swimming pool is in the process of being filled and will be scheduling a grand opening sometime after the 4th of July.  Also, the swimming pool will be open longer during the day and will be having some new programs.

Council Member Church stated that the Needhams would like to donate to have a free swim day during the grand opening.

The Main Street Bridge decking was poured today and it is possible that the bridge could be opened by the 4th of July.

Some of the new street lights on M-46 have been installed.

City Manager McConkie stated that he will be on vacation after the June 21st meeting until after July 4th.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.
None
City Council Comments.
Council Member Church stated that Evergreen Mobile Home Park had a water leak during Memorial Day weekend and everybody responded to a Miss Dig call except the City’s electric department. 
City Manager McConkie will check on the matter.

Council Member Kelly stated that he was contacted by a person who reported that there were 13 disabled vehicles in yards around town.  The city needs to start enforcing the inoperable vehicle ordinance.

Council Member Kelly stated that there are two houses that are having continuous yard sales, one is on Pine Street and the other is on North Street.

Police Chief Smith stated that he would have the officer’s check on the matter.

Council Member Allen wanted to know when the fountain for Lieppen Park was going to be put in the river.
City Manager McConkie will check on the matter.

Mayor Kubin stated that at the River Rock Restaurant last Wednesday there was a group of motorcyclists there that created a high level of noise downtown.

Police Chief Smith stated that he talked with the owner of the restaurant about the complaint and she said everybody was good except for a couple of people.

The group met at the restaurant again last week and there was no loud noise complaints.

Mayor Kubin stated that Monday, June 13, 2005, is Flag Day and the ceremony will be held in front of city hall at 7:00 p.m.

Mayor Kubin wanted to know if the new budget eliminated the annual amount for public transportation. 


City Manager McConkie stated that the allocation for public transportation cost was not eliminated but if the council decides to no longer provide the service the budget could be amended for the amount.
Mayor Kubin recommended that the city prepare a plan to get the unpaved streets in the city paved.

Mayor Kubin suggested that a preliminary plan to upgrade or replace the swimming pool bath house be completed.

Closed Session – Property Purchase.
City Manager McConkie requested a closed session to discuss the purchase of property.
Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve to go into closed session at 8:31 p.m.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to return to open session at 9:05 p.m.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve to purchase the property at 304 & 306 North Street in the amount of $23,000.00.   All ayes carried the motion.
Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 9:06 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, June 21, 2005, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.
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Mayor George T. Kubin, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum
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Melissa A. Allen (excused)
City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:
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Gratiot County Herald

Craig Evans







Lieutenant


Katherine Goettling






Assessor

Council Member Kelly led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on June 7, 2005, subject to the following correction on page 34 paragraph first sentence should read “letter to the editor” instead of editorial article.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $112,711.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports for May 2005.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to receive and place on file the May 2005 Monthly Reports.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Hearings.
Ordinance No. B-182 Competitive Bidding.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:36 a.m. for Ordinance B-182 to Amend Section 2-177 Competitive Bidding and 2-178 When City Council Must Approve Purchases of the City of St. Louis Code of Ordinances.

City Manager McConkie stated that the ordinance amendment for Section 2-177 allows competitive bidding for purchases over $10,000.00 and Section 2-178 authorizes purchases up to $5,000.00 before requiring City Council approval.

Mayor Kubin stated that there could be more questions from the City Council on the Claims & Accounts because previously all expenditures over $1,000.00 were approved by council first.

There was no opposition heard.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:37 a.m.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve to adopt Ordinance B-182 to Amend Section 2-177 Competitive Bidding and 2-178 When City Council Must Approve Purchases of the City of St. Louis Code of Ordinances.  All ayes carried the motion.

Ordinance B-183 Supervision of Employees.

Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:37 a.m. for Ordinance B-183 to Amend Section 2-23 To Control and Supervise Administration of the City and Other Employees Subordinate.

City Manager McConkie stated that the ordinance amendment follows the attorney opinion for the language change.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:38 a.m.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve to adopt Ordinance B-183 to Amend Section 2-23 To Control and Supervise Administration of the City and Other Employees Subordinate.  All ayes carried the motion.

2004/2005 Budget Amendments.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:39 a.m. for the 2004/2005 Budget Amendments.  

City Manager McConkie stated that there was no written guidance from the past administration on the present budget so he had to struggle to determine why the items were budgeted.  City Clerk Roehrs helped him out with some of the thought process for the current budget.  The department heads did a good job of trying to keep to their line item expenses in their budgets.  

City Manager McConkie recommended the following 2004/2005 Budget Amendments.

GENERAL FUND
REVENUES                         
                         
EXPENDITURES

                                                  
Taxes
$    615,300
General Government
$     545,975

License & Permits
39,520
Public Safety
676,534

Federal Grants
12,000
Public Works
144,624

State Grants
528,600
Community & Economic Development
152,855

Charge For Services
22,925
Recreation & Culture
93,230

Fines
5,000
Debt Service
41,400

Interest and Rents
17,750
Other Financing Uses
83,540

Other Revenues
89,175
To Fund Balance
46,312


Other Financing Sources
454,200


Total Revenues
$1,784,470
Total Expenditures
$1,784,470

MAJOR STREET FUND
REVENUES                                                   
EXPENDITURES

                                                    
State Grants
$  205,000
Highways Streets & Bridges
$    190,734

Interest
1,500
Other Financing Uses
52,000

Other Revenues
16,000


From Fund Balance
    20,234

 
Total Revenues
$  242,734
Total Expenditures
$    242,734


LOCAL STREET FUND
REVENUES                                                   
EXPENDITURES                                                    

State Grants
$    88,000
Highways, Streets & Bridges
$     147,080

Interest
1,500
To Fund Balance
9,420


Other Revenues
     0

Other Financing Sources
      67,000

Total Revenues
$  156,500
Total Expenditures
$   156,500


T.A. CUTLER MEMORIAL LIBRARY
REVENUES                                                   
EXPENDITURES                                                   
State Grants
4,120
Personnel Services
$ 77,000            

Charges for Services
1,500
Supplies
15,430

Fines & Forfeits
$   128,899
Other Services & Charges
54,420

Interest & Rents
2,000
Capital Outlay
2,900

Other Revenues
6,500
To Fund Balance
14,269
       
Other Sources 
21,000
Total Revenues
$   164,019
Total Expenditures
$ 164,019


DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
REVENUES                                                   
EXPENDITURES                                                   
Taxes
$   22,645
Personnel Services
$ 0            

Interest
250
Supplies
950

Other Sources
3,200
Other Services & Charges
6,300



Other Uses
14,221



To Fund Balance
4,624

Total Revenues
26,095
Total Expenditures
26,095

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Shrum, and supported by Member Kelly.
WHEREAS, the City Manager has submitted and filed with the City Council a proposed budget estimating revenues and expenditures for 2004-2005 fiscal year which was adopted in May 2004, as required by Chapter VII, Section 7 of the City Charter and Act 2, Michigan Public Acts of 1968, as amended, and

WHEREAS, the City Council in accordance with Act 2 Michigan Public Acts of 1968, as amended, has set the date  of June 21, 2005 for a public hearing at 7:30 o'clock AM, or as soon thereafter as the agenda permits, to receive citizen comment on the amended budget as presented herein.  A copy of the affidavit of publication of said public hearing is on file with the City Clerk.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council, after such hearing thereon and consideration thereof, does hereby adopt said amended budget as represented herein.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Treasurer be authorized and directed to make such transfers between the various funds in accordance with the adoption of the budget as follows.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, all other funds published in the 2004-05 Budget Document be recognized as  Operating Projections, not as a Budget.


GENERAL FUND
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93,230
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Debt Service
41,400
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17,750
Other Financing Uses
83,540

Other Revenues
89,175
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46,312
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$1,784,470
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$1,784,470
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Highways Streets & Bridges
$    190,734

Interest
1,500
Other Financing Uses
52,000

Other Revenues
16,000


From Fund Balance
    20,234

 
Total Revenues
$  242,734
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$    242,734


LOCAL STREET FUND
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$    88,000
Highways, Streets & Bridges
$     147,080

Interest
1,500
To Fund Balance
9,420
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State Grants
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$   128,899
Other Services & Charges
54,420
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2,000
Capital Outlay
2,900

Other Revenues
6,500
To Fund Balance
14,269
       
Other Sources 
21,000
Total Revenues
$   164,019
Total Expenditures
$ 164,019


DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
REVENUES                                                   
EXPENDITURES                                                   
Taxes
$   22,645
Personnel Services
$ 0            

Interest
250
Supplies
950

Other Sources
3,200
Other Services & Charges
6,300



Other Uses
14,221



To Fund Balance
4,624

Total Revenues
26,095
Total Expenditures
26,095

The vote on the foregoing resolution was as follows:

Ayes:

Shrum, Kelly, Church, Kubin

                                                    

Nays:

None
Absent:
Melissa A. Allen

Resolution declared adopted.
Public Comments.
None
Stephanie Linebaugh-EPA.
Mayor Kubin stated that Stephanie Linebaugh from the EPA would not be attending the meeting to update the City Council on the river clean up because she is not feeling well.
Old Business.

None

New Business.

Approve Repair of Well #7 Motor.
City Manager requested approval to repair the motor for Well #7 by Lansing Electric in the amount of $1,350.00.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve the repair of the motor for Well #7 by Lansing Electric in the amount of $1,350.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Progress Payment No. 1-Main Street Bridge.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for Progress Payment No. 1 to Miller Development, Inc. for the Main Street Bridge Deck Rehabilitation in the amount of $70,389.32.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve Progress Payment No. 1 to Miller Development, Inc. for the Main Street Bridge Deck Rehabilitation in the amount of $70,389.32.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Confirmation of Verbal Approval for Change Order No. 1-Main Street Bridge.
City Manager McConkie requested confirmation of the verbal approval for Change Order No. 1 to increase the Miller Development Contract in the amount of $6,900.00 for the Main Street Bridge Rehabilitation.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve confirmation of the verbal approval for Change Order No. 1 to increase the Miller Development Contract in the amount of $6,900.00 for the Main Street Bridge Rehabilitation.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment No. 5-Baruzzini for New Swimming Pool.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for Payment Request No. 5 to Baruzzini Contractors for the Swimming Pool Replacement Project in the amount of $112,711.00.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve Payment Request No. 5 to Baruzzini Contractors for the Swimming Pool Replacement Project in the amount of $112,711.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Top Soil.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase 200 yards of Top Soil from Phil Hehnlin in the amount of $2,000.00.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve the purchase of 200 yards of Top Soil from Phil Hehnlin in the amount of $2,000.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Repairs to Well #5.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase repair parts for Well #5 from East Jordan Iron Works in the amount of $1,654.52.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the purchase of repair parts for Well #5 from East Jordan Iron Works in the amount of $1,654.52.  All ayes carried the motion.

Discuss Proposal from Rowe for Jackson Street Extension.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council table action on the proposal from Rowe, Inc. for engineering services for the Jackson Street Extension until the next meeting.  
Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve to table the proposal from Rowe, Inc. for engineering services for the Jackson Street Extension until the next meeting.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Change Order No. 2-M-46 Water Main Extension.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for Change Order No. 2 to decrease the contract with Sterling Excavations for the M-46 Water Main Extension in the amount of $2,920.01.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve Change Order No. 2 to decrease the contract with Sterling Excavations for the M-46 Water Main Extension in the amount of $2,920.01.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Fireworks Display.
Police Chief Smith stated that he has not received the permit application for the annual fireworks display to be held on Saturday, July 2, 2005 and requested that the City Council approve the permit.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the Fireworks Display Permit for Saturday, July 2, 2005, subject to the approval of the Police Chief.   All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager’s Report.


City Manager McConkie stated that he received a memorandum from Police Chief Smith requesting approval of the annual $3,000.00 contribution to MAGNET.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the annual contribution of $3,000.00 to MAGNET.

All ayes carried the motion.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that the 2005 Summer Property Tax Statements are in the process of being calculated and printed.  Will enclose a notice with the tax statements that the summer property tax bills will be higher than last year due to the State of Michigan phasing out the winter tax bill collection and phasing in collecting all millages in the summer.

Will be starting the process tomorrow of renumbering the Chart of Accounts.  Do not know how long the process is going to take but the office staff will not be able to do any daily accounting in the financial system while the process is being done.  Have a concern about having enough time to get the process done in time to get the utility bills printed by the end of the month because the conversion of data could take too long.

City Manager McConkie stated because of the accounting services Page Olson is providing for the assistance on the accounting chart conversion and the end of the year process, the city is going to have additional costs.
City Council Comments.
Council Member Church asked if there have been any complaints about a group of kids harassing people walking in town.  

Police Chief Smith stated that he is not aware of any complaints reported.
Council Member Church stated that a young lady was walking between Saginaw Street and Jan’s Pizzeria and a group of kids were riding their bikes around her in circles as she walked and were saying very obscene things to her.

Jan Bunting stated that the girl came into her business and told her about the kids.  She offered to call the police but the girl declined because she thought that the kids went away after she went into the building.

Police Chief Smith asked the age group of the kids.

Council Member Church stated that the kids were between the ages of 13 to 15.

Council Member Kelly asked if the other council members notify city hall when they go out of town.  Last week he was gone and Utility Director Giles kept trying to get a hold of him.

City Clerk Roehrs stated that usually council members do let her know if they are going to be out of town.

City Manager McConkie stated that Council Member Kelly could send an email to let them know he will be gone.

Council Member Shrum expressed his gratitude to all the city employees that helped prepare for the fishing derby and commended Joe Scholtz for his work at the event. 
Council Member Shrum stated that he was happy to see that the stop sign on State Street was removed at the railroad crossing.
Mayor Kubin suggested that the city have a Marriage Scholarship Fund and increase the fee for the Mayor to perform a wedding to $100.00.  The income from the weddings would be put in the fund and the scholarship would be awarded as part of the Ambassador Award.  The scholarships could be increments of $500.00 if enough money is collected.
City Manager McConkie recommended that he get either a legal or an auditor’s opinion to see if the fund could be established within the city’s accounting system guide lines.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:06 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.
Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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