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St. Louis, Michigan











January 3, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Monday, January 3, 2005, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
Jerry Church (excused)
City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Youth Delegate:

Arne Sieg

Others in Attendance:


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun


Kim Tanner







Gratiot County Herald


Council Member Shrum led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on December 21, 2004, subject to the following corrections on page 347 paragraph 2 line 2 should read “equipment rental”, page 350 paragraph 7 line 2 should read “Downtown Development Authority” and on page 351 paragraph 4 line 2 should read “Small Town Initiative”.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $ 206,955.26.

All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Allen, to receive and place on file the December 2004 Monthly Board Minutes.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.
None
Old Business.

City Hall Computer Server.
Council Member Allen inquired on the status of the new computer server for city hall.

City Manager McConkie stated that when he received the proposal on the cost for the new server it was higher than anticipated and wanted more time to review the proposal.   
New Business.

Approve Appointment of City Rep. to Planning Commission.
City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council appoint Mayor George Kubin as the City Representative for the Planning Commission.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve to appoint Mayor George Kubin as the City Representative for the Planning Commission.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve to Appoint a City Rep. to Library Board.
City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council appoint Council Member William Shrum to be on the Library Board.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve to appoint Council Member William Shrum on the Library Board as the City Council Representative.  All ayes carried motion.

Approve Appointment of Delegates for City Boards and Commissions.
City Manager McConkie requested that the Mayor appoint with the City Council approval the recommended Delegates for City Boards and Commissions. 

Council Member Kelly stated that Steve Kelly did not wish to be re-appointed on the Parks & Recreation Commission.

City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council approve the Delegates for the City Boards and Commissions as presented and when Steve Kelly submitted a letter of resignation the City Council would then fill the position.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the Appointment of the Delegates for City Boards and Commissions.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Designation of City Official Newspapers.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council designate the Gratiot County Herald and the Morning Sun as the City’s Official Newspapers for the Year 2005.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve to designate the Gratiot County Herald and the Morning Sun as the City’s Official Newspapers for the Year 2005.   All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Designation of Official Depositories for City Funds.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve to designate St. Louis Chemical Bank & Trust, St. Louis Commercial Bank, St. Louis First Bank, Comerica Bank of Detroit, Michigan National Bank of Detroit, First of America Bank of Detroit and Farmers State Bank of Breckenridge as Official Depositories of City Funds for the Year 2005.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve to Designate St. Louis Chemical Bank & Trust, St. Louis Commercial Bank, St. Louis First Bank, Comerica Bank of Detroit, Michigan National Bank of Detroit, First of America Bank of Detroit and Farmers State Bank of Breckenridge as Official Depositories of City Funds for the Year 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve to Authorize to Transfer Major Street Funds.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve to authorize the Transfer of 25% of Major Street Funds to Local Street Fund.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve to authorize the Transfer of 25% of Major Street Funds to Local Street Fund.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Sensus Water Meters.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase 36 5/8” x ¾” Sensus Water Meters in the amount of $3,420.00.
Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to purchase 36 5/8” x ¾” Sensus Water Meters in the amount of $3,420.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Annual Biosolids Application Fee.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment of the Annual Biosolids Land Application Fee to the State of Michigan Department of Environmental Quality in the amount of $1,505.26.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve for payment of the Annual Biosolids Land Application Fee to the State of Michigan Department of Environmental Quality in the amount of $1,505.26.  All ayes carried the motion.

Student Comments.


Student Delegate Arne Sieg thanked the City Council for allowing him to participate at the council meetings and he is looking forward to attending the meetings.
City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie stated that the Gratiot County 911 Central Dispatch Authority Board voted not to merge with Isabella County 911 Central Dispatch.  The City’s agreement to continue with the Gratiot County Central Dispatch is only for 120 days and after that the city can take their portion of the telephone surcharge revenue to join another county Central Dispatch or start our own.
City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that the City of Saint Louis requested an extension for the Audit for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2004 because the auditors had not completed the audit on time.  City Clerk Roehrs received notification last Wednesday that the city was granted an extension on the audit until January 31, 2005.
The Annual Chamber Dinner is Saturday, January 29, 2005, at the Town & Country in Ithaca.  Any council members that wish to attend the dinner should contact City Clerk Roehrs.
City Clerk Roehrs gave the council members a booklet of news articles of 2004 that DDA Director Hansen put together for them. 

The schools will no longer conduct their elections.  The County Clerk will be the Election Coordinator over the school elections and each school district will have an Election Manager along with an Election Coordinating Committee.   City Clerk Roehrs stated that she volunteered to be the Election Manager for the St. Louis Public School Elections.  There is an organizational meeting next week of the committees to start the election process.
City Council Comments.
Council Member Kelly stated that he completed his evaluation form for City Manager McConkie and said that he was convinced that the City Council Members made the right choice in selecting Robert McConkie as the City’s Manager.  He is very glad that Robert McConkie is part of the city.
Council Member Shrum hoped everyone had a nice Christmas and is looking forward to a good year.  Also, he is happy to have Robert McConkie as the City Manager.

Mayor Kubin stated that it is time to start the goal setting process for the city and wanted to know about setting a special meeting to review last year’s goals and start on this year’s goal list.

City Manager McConkie stated that the special meeting could be set at the next meeting and he was looking at having the goal session in February.
Council Member Kelly recommended that a different type of paper be used for the newsletter to enhance its appearance.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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January 18, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, January 18, 2005, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None
City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Youth Delegate:

Arne Sieg

Others in Attendance:


Kim Tanner







Gratiot County Herald



Phil Hansen







DDA Director

Kurt Giles







Utilities Director


Tony Costanzo






City Attorney

Jerry Patterson






873
Cheesman Road

Michael Molesky






Alma


Jan Bunting







County Commissioner


Rich Apps







Fire Chief
Council Member Allen led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on January 3, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Financial Reports.
City Council reviewed the Financial Statements for the month of December 2004.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve the Financial Statements for the month of December 2004.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $287,199.85.

All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports for December 2004.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to receive and place on file the December 2004 Monthly Reports.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Hearing – Ordinance B-180 Secondhand Dealer License.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:36 a.m. for Ordinance B-180 to regulate any person whose business is that of dealing in, buying, selling, storing, and exchanging secondhand goods, articles or merchandise of any kind to protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City of Saint Louis.
City Manager McConkie stated that he changed Ordinance B-180 to provide regulation for businesses that are pawnbrokers.  The original wording included any business that dealt with secondhand merchandise.  City Clerk Roehrs brought to his attention that there were existing businesses in St. Louis that sold secondhand merchandise and did not think it was the intent of the city to license those businesses.   The ordinance was created so a business could operate as a pawnbroker.

City Manager McConkie stated that maybe sometime in the future the city would look at licensing all businesses.   The applications for the licenses would provide information to the city as to who is the key holder to a building which would be helpful to the fire and police departments for emergencies.  
Council Member Church stated that he was contacted about the ordinance including secondhand businesses.
Fire Chief Apps stated that there are quite a few secondhand businesses in St. Louis that would be affected by the language of the original ordinance.  Also, did discuss the benefits of the fire department having updated information on the businesses in St. Louis with City Clerk Roehrs and thought it would be a good idea for the city to have information on the businesses operating in St. Louis.

Mayor Kubin stated that as a business owner he would not be in favor of an ordinance to regulate and license businesses in St. Louis.
City Manager McConkie stated that the ordinance would not really regulate the businesses but it would be more of a registration with the city for the businesses.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:42 a.m. 

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve Ordinance No. B-180 to regulate any person whose business is that of dealing in, buying, selling, storing, and exchanging secondhand goods, articles or merchandise of any kind as a pawnbroker to protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City of Saint Louis.  All ayes carried the motion.
Public Comments.
None
Old Business.

None
New Business.

Approve Election Initial Report Agreement.
City Clerk Roehrs requested that the City Council approve the Election Initial Report Agreement to comply with State of Michigan Bureau of Elections School District Elections.  The Agreement defines the duties of the County Clerk, Election Manager, St. Louis School Board Secretary and the Coordinating Committee Members for the school elections.  

City Clerk Roehrs stated that she is the Election Manager for the St. Louis Public School Elections.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the Election Initial Report Agreement to comply with State of Michigan Bureau of Elections School District Elections and authorize the City Clerk to sign the Agreement on behalf of the City of Saint Louis.  All ayes carried the motion. 
Approve Resolution 2005-01 Voting Equipment Grant Authorization.
City Clerk Roehrs requested that the City Council approve Resolution 2005-01 to authorize the City Clerk to submit application to the Secretary of State for a grant to purchase an optical scan voting system and related Election Management System software to comply with the Help America Vote Act.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve authorization for the City Clerk to submit application to the Secretary of State for a grant to purchase an optical scan voting system and related Election Management System software to comply with the Help America Vote Act.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve History Book Reprinting Costs.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve the cost to reprint 1,000 History Books in the amount of $4,382.00 to be reimbursed by sale of books from the Middle of the Mitten Association.   

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the cost to reprint 1,000 History Books in the amount of $4,382.00 to be reimbursed by sale of books from the Middle of the Mitten Association.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Computer for Water/Sewer Dept.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase a Computer for the Wastewater/Water Department from Dell in the amount of $1,087.65.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve the purchase of a Computer for the Wastewater/Water Department from Dell in the amount of $1,087.65.   All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Order of Determination for 306 North Street.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve to enforce the Order of Determination for 306 North Street.  The Hearing Officer notified the owner, Jerry Patterson on January 13, 2005, that the City Council would hold a hearing on Tuesday, January 18, 2005, for the determination of demolition proceedings for the building on his property.
City Attorney Costanzo recommended that the city postpone the hearing until the next meeting.  After conferring with Attorney Molesky before the meeting he was told that Mr. Patterson was not notified 10 days prior to the hearing which is stipulated by the city ordinance.

Attorney Molesky stated that he was representing Mr. Patterson who owns the property at 306 North Street and Mr. Patterson did not receive his notification about the meeting until Saturday, January 15, 2005.  Mr. Patterson believes that he completed the improvements to the structure that was necessary to meet the Building Inspector’s requirements.

Mayor Kubin stated that the City Council should table action on the matter until proper notification is sent to Mr. Patterson.  

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve to table action until February 1, 2005, on the Order of Determination for Demolition of the building on the property at 306 North Street.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Appointment of City Manager to MML Committee.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve his appointment of the Michigan Municipal League Transportation & Environmental Affairs Committee for a two-year term ending December 31, 2006.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve the appointment of City Manager McConkie to the Michigan Municipal League Transportation & Environmental Affairs Committee for a two-year term ending December 31, 2006.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Public Hearing Date for Library Budget Amendments.
City Manager McConkie reviewed the proposed Library Budget Amendments with the City Council and requested that a public hearing date of Tuesday, February 1, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. be set to approve the 2004-2005 Budget Amendments.  
Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to set the date of Tuesday, February 1, 2005, at 7:00 p.m., for the 2004-2005 Library Budget Amendments.  All ayes carried the motion.

Student Comments.

None
City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie stated that in the council packet there was information from Charter Communication on the digital cable packages and high-speed Internet Service rate increases 

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that there was a water leak in the MSHDA House at 215 S. Lincoln Street because the thermostat for the furnace quit working.  The loss is being covered by the city’s insurance company except for the deductible.    
City Council Comments.
Council Member Shrum stated that the contractor started to demolish the swimming pool.
Council Member Kelly requested that Police Chief Smith have an officer that has been involved with the property at 306 North Street at the next meeting for the hearing on the property.
Council Member Church stated that he attended the Small Town Design Initiative Meeting last week and it was very good.
Mayor Kubin stated that he also attended the meeting and thought that the group discussion was very positive.

Mayor Kubin asked if there was a water main break on Cheesman Road.
City Manager McConkie stated that a storm sewer on Cheesman Road was broken and it caused a flooding problem at the Westgate School.
Mayor Kubin stated that he was selected to be on the Michigan Municipal League Legislative and Urban Affairs Committee and requested that the City Council approve his appointment.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve to appoint Mayor George T. Kubin on the Michigan Municipal League Legislative and Urban Affairs Committee.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager McConkie stated that City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs is on the MML Finance and Taxation Committee and the city is well represented at the MML with his and the Mayor’s new appointments.

Closed Session – Discussion on Property Purchase.

City Manager McConkie requested a closed session to discuss proposed property purchase.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve to go into closed session at 8:20 a.m. for discussion on proposed property purchase.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve to return to open session at 8:40 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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February 1, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, February 1, 2005, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Youth Delegate:

Arne Sieg

Others in Attendance:


Kim Tanner







Gratiot County Herald



Tony Costanzo






City Attorney


Jerry Patterson






873
Cheesman Road


Michael Molesky






Alma


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun

Craig Evans







Lieutenant


Rodney Schooley






Police Officer


Katherine LaLone






Code Enforcement


Chad Doyle







Building Inspector

Mayor Kubin led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on January 18, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $216,934.66.

All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for January 2005.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to receive and place on file the January 2005 Monthly Board Minutes.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Hearing – 2004/2005 Library Board Budget Amendments.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing at 7:09 p.m. for 2004-2005 Library Budget Amendments.

McConkie stated that the Library received about $20,000 more in penal fines than anticipated for fiscal year

2004-2005 and the Library Board recommended increases for some of their budget line items.   The revenue for fines & forfeitures would increase to $128,798 and expenses for personnel services to $77,750,  supplies $14,750, other services & charges $16,850, capital outlay $3,650, other financing uses $36,640, and to fund balance $14,158.
There was no opposition heard on the matter.
Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:10 p.m. 

The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member Shrum and supported by Member Church.
WHEREAS, the City Council adopted a budget estimating revenues and expenditures for the 2004-2005 fiscal year on May 4, 2004 as required by Chapter VII, Section 9.2 of the City Charter and Act 2, Michigan Public Acts of 1968, as amended, and

WHEREAS, the T. A. Cutler Memorial Library Board of Directors have subsequently reviewed the projected revenues, estimated expenditures and projected reserves for Library operations and as a result of said review have made recommendation that their budget be amended as depicted herein, and

WHEREAS, the City Council after careful consideration and holding a public hearing on the proposed increase in expenditures, as required under Chapter VII, Sections 7.4 & 7.9 of the City Charter, agree that projected revenues will support expenditures as recommended by the Library Board of Directors.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the T. A. Cutler Memorial Library budget for fiscal year 2004-05 shall be amended as depicted below. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Treasurer be authorized and directed to make such transfers between the various funds in accordance with the amended budget as follows:

T. A. Cutler Memorial Library
REVENUES                                      
 
EXPENDITURES

                               
State Grants
4,000
Personnel Services
77,750

Local Unit Contributions
500
Supplies
14,750

Charge For Services
2,000
Other Services & Charges
16,850

Fines & Forfeitures
128,798
Capital Outlay
3,650

Interest and Rentals
1,000
Other Financing Uses
36,640

Other Revenue
6,500
To Fund Balance
14,158
Other Financing Sources
21,000



Total Revenues
$163,798
Total Expenditures
$163,798

Roll Call Vote:

Ayes:
Shrum, Church, Allen, Kelly, Kubin


    
Nays:
None


            Abstain:
None
            RESOULTION DECLARED ADOPTED.
Public Comments.
None
Old Business.

None
New Business.

Approve to Enforce the Order of Determination for 306 North Street.
Mayor Kubin opened the Hearing for Determination of Demolition for 306 North Street.
City Manager McConkie stated that the City Council received a report from the Building Department for the Order of Determination dated August 31, 2004 to be enforced on the property located at 306 North Street.  The City Attorney, Building Official, and representation from the Police Department are at the hearing as the City Council requested.

Mayor Kubin stated that correspondence dated January 4, 2005, listed violations that Mr. Patterson had not complied with as ordered.
Attorney Molesky showed photos taken today of the building at 306 North Street along with the house across the street and the house next door.  He stated that the building at 306 North Street is in better shape than the other buildings and the owners have not been ordered to fix them.

Attorney Costanzo stated that this hearing is for the City Council to decide if the Order of Determination for demolition of the building at 306 North Street should proceed or if the City Council wants to modify the order and give Mr. Patterson some more time to comply with the order.  Hearing Officer Krenz recommended that the building be demolished.

Mr. Patterson stated that he has been working to fix up the house.  He has put in a new kitchen with oak cabinets, put in new flooring, new shower in the bathroom and new carpeting.  Repainted the outside of the building and the unit has not been occupied since he started working on the house.

Molesky:  “Mr. Patterson has slowly been redoing the building.  Up until recently Mr. Brush was communicating with Mr. Patterson on what needed to be done with the building.  I don’t know why Mr. Brush is no longer the Building Inspector or when his position ended but on December 20, 2004, Mr. Patterson met with him and all he was told at that time he needed to do was tie in the shower to the wall.  Wrote a letter to Mr. Brush on December 30, 2004, to let him know that things were done and he could re-inspect it and never heard back from Mr. Brush about the inspection.  Found out that Mr. Doyle inspected the outside of the building today.  Mr. Patterson did what Mr. Brush told him to do and then on January 4, 2005, Mr. Brush was told to issue a code violation to Mr. Patterson.  No one has told Mr. Patterson what he needs to do to comply with the code.  It is not fair to tell him to do two more things when they weren’t the area of concern before.”

Costanzo:  “Mr. Patterson owns another building at 304 North Street which sits on the same parcel of land as 306 North Street and the code violation items refer to the building at 304 North Street regarding a warning that he failed to have of rental inspection.”  

Patterson:  “I did get a plumbing permit and past the inspection and also obtained a mechanical permit and received a final inspection on that work.”

Costanzo:  “The plumbing permit Mr. Patterson is referring to was for the building at 304 North Street not at 306.  The letter dated on January 4, 2005, does list what work needs to be done to make the building up to code standards.”

Council Member Church:  “Inspector Doyle was the cracks on the outside of the structure discussed with Mr. Patterson.”

Doyle:  “That discussion was addressed by Jerry Brush in his letter along with the vinyl siding.”

Council Member Church:  “Inspector Doyle, I noticed that on September 15, 2000, you sent an order to Mr. Patterson regarding that he was putting shingles on the roof without underlayment.”

Doyle:  “Mr. Patterson started the roof that way but he did take off the shingles and put on the underlayment.”

Molesky:  “Mr. Patterson would like to request that the City Council grant him more time to complete the repairs to the building and that the Building Inspector do a walk through inspection with him.”

Council Member Allen:  “This has been on going since 1999 and we do not want this matter to go on for another year.”

Costanzo:  “The owner should show proof why the order should not be enforced tonight and the owner does not comply because there is proof that 50% of the building is not worthy to live in.”
Doyle:  “Talked with the Plumbing Inspector today.  Mr. Patterson still has not pulled a permit and he left a message for him to call but Mr. Patterson did not return his call.”

Council Member Church:  “The Hearing Officer made a determination and requested that the City Council take action on it.”

Mayor Kubin:  “I am not sure where the order is for because the correspondence talks about 304 and 306 North Street.”

Costanzo:  “The Order of Determination for demolition is for 306 North Street.  The City Council can approve the Order of Determination or modify it to what feels right under the circumstances.  If the City Council modified the order Mr. Patterson would still have 60 days to comply with the modification.”
Council Member Shrum:  “So what you are saying is that if the council modifies the order Mr. Patterson would have to complete the modifications in 60 days.”

Costanzo:  “Yes.”

Council Member Shrum: “The City has been more than patient with Mr. Patterson and the council should proceed to enforce the order.”

Moved by Kelly, supported by Allen, to approve to enforce the Order of Determination on the property located at 306 North Street.  Mr. Patterson has 60 days to demolish the building or the City will tear down the building at the expense of the owner.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to City of Alma for DART Service.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to make payment to the City of Alma for October, November and December DART Service in the amount of $2,630.16.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the payment to the City of Alma for October, November and December DART Service in the amount of $2,630.16.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Consultant Fee for Turbine Repair.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to Ayres, Lewis, Norris & May, Inc. for Turbine Repair Consulting Fee in the amount of $2,400.00.   

Moved by Church, supported by Allen, to approve the payment to Ayres, Lewis, Norris & May, Inc. for Turbine Repair Consulting Fee in the amount of $2,400.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Update on City Hall Renovation Project.
City Manager McConkie stated that the city hall renovation project was estimated at a cost of $12,000.  The cost is going to exceed the original estimate because of the electrical work that had to be done by a commercial electrical contractor which increased the cost.  

City Manager McConkie commended DPW Supt. Abbott for keeping the cost down and  would have been under the cost estimate if the electrical work could have been done by city staff.  Would like to request that the City Council approve an additional amount of $2,000 to complete the city hall project.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve to increase the City Hall Renovation Project the additional amount of $2,000.00 for a total cost of $14,000.00.  All ayes carried the motion. 
Set Special Meeting Date for Goal Session.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council set the Special Meeting Date of Tuesday, February 22, 2005, at 7:30 a.m. to discuss the 2004-2005 City Goals.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve to set the Special Meeting Date of Tuesday, February 22, 2005, at 7:30 a.m. to discuss the 2004-2005 City Goals.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Computers for City Hall.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for purchase of two Hewlett Packer Computers for city hall from Remex in the amount of $1,357.00 for each with a total amount of $2,714.00.  The city hall office replaces two computers every year and these computers are for Administrative Assistant Layman and City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve the purchase of two Hewlett Packer Computers for city hall from Remex in the amount of $1,357.00 for each with a total amount of $2,714.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Student Comments.


Student Delegate Sieg complimented the appearance on how much nicer the corner across from Kubin’s Quality Furniture Store is since the old gas station was taken down.  Also, the sidewalks at the corner of M-46 and Main Street are not cleaned off very well and the students have to jay walk to get across the street because they have to go around the snow piled there.
City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie stated that in the council packet there was a report from Peerless-Midwest on the annual well and pump testing.  Need to discuss the water well maintenance at the goal session.
The Assessor’s Office has BS&A Software and her two computers are networked with peer to peer and because of that the new software upgrade does not allow information to be shared from one machine to another.  The new file server that has been previously discussed would allow her to share information again from one computer to another.  Have to evaluate the finances to see how the city could fund the purchase of the new file server. 

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that the City Hall Council Chambers would be used for the School Elections for both precincts.    

Mari Anne tried better quality paper for the newsletter and it would not go through the folding machine because it was too thick and it did not enhance the photos in the newsletter.

Council Member Kelly and Mayor Kubin both stated that they thought the printing of the newsletter was much better with the lighter color paper.

Accounts Payable Clerk Christine Eichorn is off work due to complications from her pregnancy.  City Clerk Roehrs and Kathy Smith have to work more hours to do accounts payable work.
Spent a lot of overtime hours last week trying to get the utility bills printed.  The handheld meter reader would not import the last five book readings so, the readings had to be entered into the computer manually.     

Contacted the City of Williamston about Mayor’s Exchange Day and they have not participated in the program the last four years.  The City Manager stated that she would check with the City Council to see if they would like to participate with St. Louis this year.

City Council Comments.
Mayor Kubin stated that he appreciated the integrity of the City Council and the way they work together on city matters.  Also, thought it was very good how the City Council supported the city staff with enforcing the Order of Determination for the building at 306 North Street.
Mayor Kubin wanted to know if there was any news on the city acquiring the Westgate School.

City Manager McConkie stated that he had not heard back yet from Superintendent Lang.

Mayor Kubin stated that he also was contacted about having a joint City Council and School Board Meeting again.
Mayor Kubin stated that the Hoffmeyer Estate Trust Committee recently met and the city would be receiving $6,000 from the Trust.  Would like to set the money aside and designate for the use of acquiring property purchases for the DDA.  

City Clerk/Roehrs stated that she thought the Hoffmeyer Trust Funds were designated for the parks, and other community oriented projects.

Mayor Kubin stated that he would check with the committee to see if it would be allowed to use the funds for the DDA to acquire property.

Mayor Kubin informed the City Council that he would be meeting with the Employee Recognition Committee to help plan the next event.

Council Member Church wanted to know what was happening with the Rowley & Church property.

Code Enforcement Officer LaLone stated that the owner of the building has been given 90 days to comply with the Hearing Officer’s Order.

Council Member Church wanted to know what is going to be done with the No Right Turn on Red Light for Michigan Avenue onto M-46.  Was at the traffic light the other day and saw four cars turn right on a red light.  Chief Smith was going to check with MDOT about taking down that No Right Turn on Red Light.

City Manager McConkie stated that he would check into the matter.

Council Member Church stated that he was contacted by the Starry Family about having Franklin Street renamed to Starry Street.   He informed the family that they would have to submit a request to the City Council on the matter.
Council Member Kelly stated that he was pleased on how well the council worked together to enforce the Order of Determination for 306 North Street.
Council Member Allen stated that the Real Estate Board of Directors hold quarterly meetings and she suggested that DDA Director Hansen be a speaker at one of the meetings to share information on St. Louis.   Asked Hansen if would be willing to give a presentation and he said that he would.

Council Member Allen stated that she feels that the MSDHA Home Grant Program has been a huge benefit to the city and Director Hansen indicated the city would not being participating in the program any more.  Feel the city needs to continue with the program.

City Manager McConkie stated that the city would be continuing with the MSDHA Home Grant Program.
Council Member Allen wanted to know the status of the storm drain for Franklin and Tyrell Street.

City Manager McConkie stated that there is one new property owner out of the eight original property owners who agreed to share the cost of the storm drain.  The new owner is reluctant to sign the easement needed to install the storm drain.  
Council Member Allen stated that at the Chamber Dinner Sam Bush was selected for the Spirit of St. Louis Award and the event was very nice.

Council Member Shrum stated that he enjoyed the Chamber Dinner last Saturday night.

Closed Session – Discussion on Property Purchase.

City Manager McConkie requested a closed session to discuss proposed property purchase.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve to go into closed session at 8:30 p.m. for discussion on proposed property purchase.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve to return to open session at 8:51 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:51 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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February 15, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, February 15, 2005, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
James C. Kelly 
City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Youth Delegate:

Arne Sieg

Others in Attendance:


Kim Tanner







Gratiot County Herald



Phil Hansen







DDA Director


Kurt Giles







Utilities Director


Jan Bunting







County Commissioner

Council Member Church led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on February 1, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $368,719.18.

All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports for January 2005.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to receive and place on file the January 2005 Monthly Reports.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.
None
Old Business.

None
New Business.

Approve Appointment to Parks & Recreation Commission.
City Manager McConkie stated that Dorthie Trgina submitted a request to the Parks & Recreation Commission to fill the vacancy on the board.  The Parks & Recreation Commission have recommended that the City Council approve the appointment of Dorthie Trgina.
Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve the appointment of Dorthie Trgina to the Parks & Recreation Commission.  All ayes carried the motion. 

Approve Payment to CMI for Computer Software Support Services.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to make payment to CMI Sanderson for annual Finance and Payroll Software Support in the amount of $2,812.50.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve payment to CMI Sanderson for annual Finance and Payroll Software Support in the amount of $2,812.50.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of File Cabinets for New Office.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase four File Cabinets from The Office Center in the amount of $1,767.78 for the new office.   

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the purchase of four File Cabinets from The Office Center in the amount of $1,767.78 for the new office.   All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Bio-Solids Land Application Proposal.

City Manager McConkie requested approval for the proposal from Biotech Agronomics, Inc. to apply 800,000 gallon maximum of bio-solids per a one year contract in the amount of $20,000.00.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the proposal from Biotech Agronomics, Inc. to apply 800,000 gallon maximum of bio-solids per a one year contract in the amount of $20,000.00.   All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment No. 1 for Swimming Pool Replacement.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for Payment Request No. 1 to Baruzzini Construction, Inc. for the Swimming Pool Replacement Grant Project in the amount of $52,650.00.  

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve Payment Request No. 1 to Baruzzini Construction, Inc. for the Swimming Pool Replacement Grant Project in the amount of $52,650.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Rowe, Inc.-Sewer Study.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to Rowe, Inc. in the amount of $4,620.00 for the Sanitary Sewer Study and Growth Plan.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve the payment to Rowe, Inc. in the amount of $4,620.00 for the Sanitary Sewer Study and Growth Plan.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Proposal from Spicer-Wilson Blvd. Water Main Replacement.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the proposal from Spicer Group for the Water Main Replacement Final Design Phase in the amount of $4,500.00 and Construction Administration Phase in the amount of $9,500.00 for a total amount of $14,000.00.  

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the proposal from Spicer Group for the Water Main Replacement Final Design Phase in the amount of $4,500.00 and Construction Administration Phase in the amount of $9,500.00 for a total amount of $14,000.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Resolution 2005-03-Pawnbroker License Fees.

City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council approve Resolution 2005-03 to authorize the establishment of pawnbroker annual license fees.  
The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member Shrum and supported by Member Church.            

WHEREAS, The Saint Louis City Council, adopted Ordinance B-185 which provides for licensing Pawnbrokers; and 

WHEREAS, Ordinance B-185 provides for license fee and sureties bond to be established by resolution of Council.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT; The Saint Louis City Council establishes an annual fee of $300.00 to be paid to the City Treasurer of the City of St. Louis; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLED THAT; Applicants of Pawnbroker Licenses shall give a bond to the City of St. Louis in the penal sum of $3,000.00, with at least 2 sureties.

AYES:

Shrum, Church, Allen, Kubin


NAYS:
None
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Approve Payment to Colvin’s Sales & Service-City Hall Electronic Door System.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to make payment to Colvin’s Sales & Service in the amount of $1,984.00 for parts and labor to repair the City Hall Electronic Door System.
Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve payment to Colvin’s Sales & Service in the amount of $1,984.00 for parts and labor to repair the City Hall Electronic Door System.  All ayes carried the motion.
Student Comments.
None
City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie stated that he was contacted by the EPA to let the city know that they would not be cleaning up the Mill Pond sediments this summer because funding was reduced.  So, if the City Council wanted to proceed to put the new deck on the Main Street Bridge this construction season there would be time to bid out the project.     

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that she received the Grant Application from the State of Michigan to apply for the costs of the two new Optic Scan Voting Devices last week.  Only had five days to completed the application and submit it back to the State for approval.  
City Council Comments.
Council Member Allen stated that off of the alleyway on River Court the city apparently owns a vacant parcel of land and she was contacted to see if the city would allow the property to be used as an over flow for school sport events.

DDA Director Hansen stated that he thinks the school owns that property not the city.

City Manager McConkie stated that he would look into the matter.

Council Member Shrum stated that a former Student Delegate Brishia Stroven broke the Girls High School Volleyball Record for the State Record on Kills and thought that the City Council should recognize her achievement.

Mayor Kubin recommended that a letter of congratulations be sent to her from the City Council.

Mayor Kubin stated that he was happy about the letter to the editor that Arnie Bransdorfer wrote regarding the clarification on how the Veliscol Chemical Plant was not responsible for mixing the cattle feed with the fire retardant.  A Farm Bureau in Grand Rapids mixed the chemical with the cattle feed and it did not happen in St. Louis.

Council Member Shrum inquired as to why the street lights downtown were not working.

City Manager McConkie stated that there was a short in the system and the electric department had to dig up a portion of W. Saginaw Street to fix the problem.

Mayor Kubin stated that he arranged a breakfast meeting with Senator Goschka and a lunch meeting with Representative Hummel during the MML Legislative Conference in Lansing.  
Closed Session – Discussion on Property Purchase & Union Contract Negotiations.

City Manager McConkie requested a closed session to discuss proposed property purchase and union contract negotiations.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Church, to approve to go into closed session at 8:02 a.m. for discussion on proposed property purchase and union contract negotiations.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve to return to open session at 8:55 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Shrum, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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March 1, 2005

The Special Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, March 1, 2005, at 7:30 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers for the City’s 2005 Goal Setting Session.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
James C. Kelly 

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Others in Attendance:


Kurt Giles







Utilities Director


Steve Mepham






Water/WWTP Supt.


Walt Smith







Police Chief


Katherine LaLone






Assessor


Kim White







Library Director

City Manager McConkie reviewed the 2004-2005 City Goals with the City Council.

The City Department Heads recommended the following capital projects for the City Council to consider adding to the City’s Goal List.
Library
· Short Term Goal - New Catalog System with Bar Code Patron Cards.  There is a Federal Grant available to help purchase the system and the cost is about $13,000.
· Replace lights or fixtures in the library.  The present lights are too dim and do not meet the quality standard for libraries.  The cost estimated at $4,000.

· Long Term - Purchase a security tag system for the books to prevent book theft.

· Automatic doors are needed because the doors are too heavy for a person in a wheelchair to open.
· In 5 to 7 years would like to start addition to the east side of the library.

Police
· Short Term Goal - New top bar equipment for police vehicles.

· Upgrade hand held walkie-talkie system.

· Replace one computer.

· Need to add a locker area for female police officer.

Wastewater System
· Short Term Goal - Implementation of the Sanitary Sewer Report once Rowe has completed it.

· Develop a Mercury Plan to meet the DEQ Permit.

· Install a variable speed control system at the Bar Screen Pump Station.

· Long Term Goal - Eliminate the infiltration problems in the collection system.

Cemetery
· Short Term Goal - Complete the new section in the cemetery.  Still need to have the road with drainage put in this spring then the water line can be installed.  Once the entire infrastructure is put in then can have Spicer Group put the markers in the section for plotting the lots.

· Long Term Goal - The cemetery board wants to put in another road that would exit onto Onley Street for better traffic flow.

Water
· Purchase of an automatic meter reader system.  

· Five Year Master Plan of water system.

· Purchase a generator for water well #6.

· Locate area for another new well.

· Water Well cleaning plan.
· Replace the garage roof on the water department building.

Assessing
· Need a city wide re-appraisal.  The last time it was done was 1992.  The cost would be around $25,000.

Streets
· Replace the approach on the Main Street Bridge.

· Wilson Blvd. from Lake to Graham.
· Maple St. from S. return on Chestnut to State St.

· Corinth from Olive St. to Cemetery entrance.

· Franklin St. from S. return on Walnut to State St.

· Franklin St. from S. return on Walnut to Hazel St.

Electric
· Continue with Victorian Street Lights on M-46.

· Add Victorian Lights to the Lion’s Park walkway.

· Purchase a Boring Machine to install underground electric lines.
Moved by Allen, supported by Kubin, to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 a.m.  All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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March 1, 2005

The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, March 1, 2005, at 7:01 p.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Youth Delegate:

Arne Sieg

Others in Attendance:


Neil Hammerbacher






Burnside & Lang


Manny Nannan






St. Louis


R.L. Green







St. Louis


Tim Hunnicutt







Hovey Companies


Walt Smith







Police Chief


Kurt Giles







Utilities Director


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun

Council Member Shrum led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on February 15, 2005, subject to the following corrections; pg 372 paragraph 1 last sentence “Dorthie Trgina’s” name was spelled incorrectly and on pg 373 paragraph 10 the word “Resolved” was misspelled.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $308,790.81.

All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Board Minutes.

City Council discussed the Monthly Board Minutes for February 2005.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to receive and place on file the February 2005 Monthly Board Minutes.  All ayes carried the motion.

Audit Presentation-Burnside & Lang.

City Manager McConkie introduced Neil Hammberbacher from Burnside & Lang, P. C. to review the Audit for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2004.

Mr. Hammberbacher stated that due to implementing GASB 34 there were about 30 adjusting journal entries made and the net effect on the financials presented to the City Council were not that great.  There were no disagreements with management during the audit.  The completion of the audit was delayed due to some staffing problems at Burnside & Lang.

The management letter in the front of the audit is one of the new compliance requirements for GASB 34.  On page 18 of the financial statement gives the government-wide statement of net assets and under infrastructure net assets there are no recorded assets for street values.  The city has three more years to have that information on the financial statement.  On page 19 it shows the government –wide statement of activities for the year.  

The Management Letter identifies a couple of reportable items to the City Council.  It was noted that the city incurred expenditures in excess of amounts appropriated in functional areas of the General Fund’s budget and recommended the budget is amended during the year to reflect expenditures expected to be made in excess of the original budget amounts.  The accounting for Fixed Asset Additions continue to be charged to expense accounts in the City’s proprietary funds and recommended that the accounting staff review its capitalization policy and properly account for these transactions as they occur.  Interfund transactions should be reconciled on a monthly basis.  During the audit it was noted that management does not make projections of revenues and expenditures beyond the one year cycle and recommended that an analysis be made as part of the budgeting process by estimating revenue and expenditures for three years beyond the current budget cycle.

The audit went well and had excellent cooperation from the staff.

The City Council thanked Mr. Hammerbacher for coming to the meeting.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve to accept the Financial Statement for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2004.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Comments.
None
Old Business.

None
New Business.

Set Public Hearing for Central Dispatch Agreement.
City Manager McConkie stated that the Central Dispatch Agreement has been finalized and prepared for the City Council review.  The City Council needs to set the Public Hearing Date of Tuesday, March 15, 2005, at 7:30 a.m. for discussion on the Gratiot County Central Dispatch Authority Agreement.  
Also, received a draft copy of the projected operating budget for the new Central Dispatch Center without voted surcharge and it shows that St. Louis would pay $46,838 in the 2005/2006 and $53,964 in 2006/2007 fiscal years.

Mayor Kubin stated that the city was paying more to operate their own Central Dispatch but would like to see the formula that calculates the cost. 
City Manager McConkie stated that the formula for the Central Dispatch municipal cost is based on  the City’s SEV and population.  Will give the City Council information on how the formula is calculated.
Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve to set the Public Hearing Date of Tuesday, March 15, 2005, at 7:30 a.m. for discussion on the Gratiot County Central Dispatch Authority Agreement.  All ayes carried the motion.

Introduce Ordinance B-181 and Set Public Hearing Date.
City Manager McConkie requested that the City Council introduce Ordinance B-181 to Amend Section 5 of Ordinance B-166 for Annual Service Charge.  The proposed amendment changes the Annual Service Charge from six percent to four percent for the Hovey Companies development on the Green property.     

Council Member Shrum stated that about five years ago the City Council turned down a local resident that wanted to put MSDHA low income housing on the Green property west of town.  The original development of the Hovey Companies was to build some low income housing along with townhouses or condo units.
Tim Hunnicutt of Hovey Companies stated that to keep the rental units affordable due to rising costs of construction a four percent Pilot is needed and to help better qualify for funding from MSDHA.  The company made a verbal commitment to build market rate housing and they are still intending to build the housing during the next construction phase.  The company is planning on building 48 low income housing units, some market rate condos and senior housing and still want to construct some soccer fields.     
Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve to introduce Ordinance B-181 to Amend Section 5 of Ordinance B-166 for Annual Service Charge and to set the Public Hearing Date of Tuesday, March 15, 2005, at 7:40 a.m.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment for Water Damage Repair at 215 S. Lincoln St.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to Freed Construction for Water Damage Repair at 215 S. Lincoln Street in the amount of $3,457.00. The insurance company reimbursed the city $2,457.00 and the city had to pay the deductible amount of $1,000.00. 

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve the payment to Freed Construction for Water Damage Repair at 215 S. Lincoln Street in the amount of $3,457.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Water Meter for Michigan Chloride.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase a Sensus 6” Turbo Water Meter from Etna Supply in the amount of $3,655.00 for replacement of Michigan Chloride’s wash rack meter.  

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the purchase of a Sensus 6” Turbo Water Meter from Etna Supply in the amount of $3,655.00 for replacement of Michigan Chloride’s wash rack meter.  All ayes carried the motion. 

Approve Purchase of Vent Fan for Michigan Avenue Pump Station.

City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase a Safety Vent Fan for the Michigan Avenue Pump Station from Robinson Electric in the amount of $1,675.00.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Allen, to approve the purchase of a Safety Vent Fan for the Michigan Avenue Pump Station from Robinson Electric in the amount of $1,675.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Ferric Chloride for WWTP.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase Nine Dry Ton Ferric Chloride from Eaglebrook, Inc. in the amount of $2,745.00.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve the purchase of Nine Dry Ton Ferric Chloride from Eaglebrook, Inc. in the amount of $2,745.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Main Street Bridge Construction Engineering Services.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the Main Street Bridge Construction Administration Service Agreement with Spicer Group in the amount of $12,000.00.
Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the Main Street Bridge Construction Administration Service Agreement with Spicer Group in the amount of $12,000.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to URS for Gibson Eastside Substation.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for Final Payment to URS for Engineering Services on the Distribution Conversion of the Gibson Eastside Substation in the amount of $5,122.84.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve the Final Payment to URS for Engineering Services on the Distribution Conversion of the Gibson Eastside Substation in the amount of $5,122.84.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Kent Power for Gibson Eastside Substation.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for Final Payment 3 in the amount of $35,443.62, Payment 4 in the amount of $3,859.77 and Payment 5 in the amount of $14,174.60 to Kent Power, Inc. for work on the Gibson Eastside Substation Distribution Voltage Conversion for a total amount of $53,477.99.
Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve Final Payment 3 in the amount of $35,443.62, Payment 4 in the amount of $3,859.77 and Payment 5 in the amount of $14,174.60 to Kent Power, Inc. for work on the Gibson Eastside Substation Distribution Voltage Conversion for a total amount of $53,477.99.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Ayres, Lewis, Norris & May for Hydro Turbine Repair.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to Ayres, Lewis, Norris & May, Inc. for Engineering Services for the Hydro Turbine Repair in the amount of $2,000.00.

Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve payment to Ayres, Lewis, Norris & May, Inc. for Engineering Services for the Hydro Turbine Repair in the amount of $2,000.00.  All ayes carried the motion.
Approve Payment to Rowe, Inc. for Sanitary Sewer Study.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to Rowe, Inc. for Sanitary Sewer Study Professional Services in the amount of $10,300.00.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve payment to Rowe, Inc. for Sanitary Sewer Study Professional Services in the amount of $10,300.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Spicer Group for Swimming Pool Engineering Services.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to Spicer Group for Swimming Pool Engineering Services in the amount of $1,494.46.

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve payment to Spicer Group for Swimming Pool Engineering Services in the amount of $1,494.46.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Bid Award for Dump Truck Purchase.
City Manager McConkie stated that the City obtained bids for an International Truck Cab and Chassis for the Department of Public Works and Wieland Sales, Inc. had the low bid of $50,619.90.  

City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council approve to award the bid proposal for the 2005 International Truck Cab and Chassis for the Department of Public Works to Wieland Sales, Inc. in the amount of $50,619.90.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve to award the Bid Proposal for the 2005 International Truck Cab and Chassis for the Department of Public Works to Wieland Sales, Inc. in the amount of $50,619.90.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve MPPA Base Load Resource Project Study Participation.
Utilities Director Giles stated that the MPPA Base Load Resource Project replaces the Northern Lights Project and recommended that the City participate in the project.

City Manager McConkie requested approval for the City of Saint Louis to participate in the Michigan Public Power Association Base Load Resource Study with the City’s cost of the study $3,500.00.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve authorization for the City of Saint Louis to participate in the Michigan Public Power Association Base Load Resource Study with the City’s cost of the study $3,500.00.  All ayes carried the motion.
Discussion on Emergency Removal Action Funds for the Pine River Clean Up.
Mayor Kubin stated that the Pine River Superfund Task Committee would like the City Council’s support to request Emergency Removal Action Funds to clean up the Velsicol property.  
Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve to support the Pine River Superfund Task Committee to submit a request to the EPA for Emergency Removal Action Funds to clean up the Velsicol property.  All ayes carried the motion.

Mayor Kubin requested authorization to set a meeting with the State and Federal Representatives, DEQ, EPA and some City Council Members to discuss the funding to clean up the Velsicol property. 

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve authorization to set a meeting with the State and Federal Representatives and Senators, DEQ, EPA and some City Council Members to discuss the funding to clean up the Velsicol property.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Hydro Turbine #5 Testing Proposal.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for Newkirk Electric to perform Electric Services on the Number 5 Hydro Turbine and Oil Sample Testing in the amount of $2,330.00.
Moved by Allen, supported by Church, to approve authorization for Newkirk Electric to perform Electric Services on the Number 5 Hydro Turbine and Oil Sample Testing in the amount of $2,330.00.  All ayes carried the motion.
Approve Request for Housing Commission Employee Wage Increase.
City Manager McConkie stated that the Housing Commission approved recommendation to the City Council to increase the Housing Commission Employee wages 2.5% for Fiscal Year 2005-2006.  

Moved by Kelly, supported by Allen, to approve the Housing Commission Employee Wage Increase Recommendation of 2.5% for Fiscal Year 2005-2006.   All ayes carried the motion.

Student Comments.



Student Delegate Sieg stated that school was cancelled again today because of the weather.
Attended the County Commissioner’s Meeting last week with Commissioner Bunting.

He requested that city remove the snow from the sidewalks at the corners of W. Saginaw Street and N. Main Street and the corners of M-46 and Main Street.  The snow is piled at the corners and students have to walk in the street to get around the snow.

Also, the Morning Sun did a news article about him and he thought it was very nice.
City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie stated that in the council packet there were copies of thank you letters sent to the various groups that recently donated money to the swimming pool.
There is a vacancy on the Housing Commission and at the next meeting should have a recommendation of someone to be considered for the appointment.

Council Member Allen recommended that Barb Chovanec be contacted to see if she was interested in the Housing Commission position.

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that Accounts Payable Clerk Christine Eichorn had her baby early Sunday morning and both mother and baby are doing well.    

The City of Saint Louis received the charitable contribution in the amount of $6,000.00 from the Hoffmeyer Trust. 
Started property tax settlement with the County Treasurer.
Will be going Thursday with the County Clerk to Lansing for a School Election Workshop.

The MML Regional Meeting will be April 28, 2005, in Standish starting at 3:30 p.m., anyone wishing to attend the meeting should contact City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs.

Federal Funding for the Housing Commission Low Rent Funding was reduced $100,000 and about 15 voucher payments will have to be eliminated.

City Council Comments.
Council Member Shrum stated that he was part of a city wide safety inspection and the departments are doing a good job keeping their areas safe.

Council Member Allen wanted to know if anything was found out about the property off of the alley by the football field.

Council Member Shrum stated that after the last meeting he talked with Assessor LaLone and she told him that the property belongs to the school.

Council Member Allen stated that she was contacted on how to obtain an application for the Board of Review.

Mayor Kubin stated that the applications are available with the Board of Review.

Council Member Allen stated that in the last MML Magazine there was an article about the Kellogg Foundation having a grant available to acquire playground equipment and wanted to know if the city could check on the grant.

Council Member Church wanted to know if any arrangements have been made for Mayor’s Exchange Day.

City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that she contacted Williamston two more times and still has not received any response back on the matter.

Council Member Church wanted to know if the city could acquire the old tanker fire truck to use for watering the city flower beds when the fire department purchases a new one.

Council Member Kelly stated that it sounds like the Rail to Trails Committee will be acquiring the property west of Alma.

City Manager McConkie stated that DPW Supt. Abbott will return to work on Monday, March 07, 2005.

Mayor Kubin stated that he attended his first MML Committee and they discussed a proposal that eliminates council members and county commissioners from having to accept compensation.  Also, discussed Enterprise Zones and was very impressed with the people on the committee.    

Mayor Kubin stated that he noticed that in the Central Dispatch Agreement that the Director can spend up to $10,000 without board approval and St. Louis is limited to $1,000.  The city should look into increasing the dollar amount allowed to purchase items without having the council approval.

City Manager McConkie stated that Diesel Engine Number 8 was leaking excessive oil during a two hour operation and this repair item should be handled through the warranty.
Closed Session – Discussion on Property Purchase.

City Manager McConkie requested a closed session to discuss proposed property purchase.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve to go into closed session at 9:03 p.m. for discussion on proposed property purchase.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve to return to open session at 9:15 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Kelly, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk
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The Regular Meeting of the Saint Louis City Council was called to order by Mayor George T. Kubin, on Tuesday, March 15, 2005, at 7:32 a.m., in the City Hall Council Chambers.

Council Members Present:
Mayor George T. Kubin, Melissa A. Allen, Jerry Church, James C. Kelly, William E. Shrum

Council Members Absent:
None

City Manager:


Robert McConkie

City Clerk/Treasurer:

Nancy L. Roehrs

Youth Delegate:

Arne Sieg

Others in Attendance:


Phil Hansen







DDA Director



Walt Smith







Police Chief


Kurt Giles







Utilities Director


Rosemary Horvath






Morning Sun


Jan Bunting







County Commissioner
Council Member Allen led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Moved by Allen, supported by Shrum, to approve the minutes of the special meeting held on March 1, 2005, subject to the correction on page 376 Council Member Kelly was present at the meeting.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Kelly, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on March 1, 2005.  All ayes carried the motion.

Claims & Accounts.
City Council discussed the Claims & Accounts.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the Claims & Accounts, in the amount of $512,214.18.

All ayes carried the motion.

Monthly Reports.

City Council discussed the Monthly Reports for February 2005.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to receive and place on file the February 2005 Monthly Reports.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Hearing – Ordinance B-181.

Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing for Ordinance No. B-181 to Amend Ordinance B-166 Section 5 Annual Service Charge at 7:39 a.m.

City Manager McConkie stated that the proposed ordinance amends only Section 5 for the annual service fee for the Cambridge Woods Development from 6% to 4%. 
There was no opposition heard on the matter.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:40 a.m.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Church, to approve Ordinance No. B-181 to Amend Ordinance B-166 Section 5 Annual Service Charge.  All ayes carried the motion.

Public Hearing – Central Dispatch Agreement.
Mayor Kubin opened the public hearing to discuss the Gratiot County Central Dispatch Authority Agreement at 7:41 a.m.

City Manager McConkie stated that St. Louis participates with other entities in the county for 911 Emergency Service.  The new agreement does commit the city through 2006 for the Gratiot County Central Dispatch Service.   
City Manager McConkie recommended that the City Council approve the resolution to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Agreement because if the city was to operate a system it would be more costly than participating with the County.
Council Member Shrum wanted to know if the other entities have approved the agreement. 

City Manager McConkie stated that Alma has approved the agreement.

Council Member Shrum wanted to know if a new building is going to be built away from the County Jail House.

City Manager McConkie stated that a new facility will be built in the Ithaca Industrial Park on property owned by the county and the Emergency Management will be housed in the same building with the county paying for that portion of the building.  

Council Member Church stated that the correspondence from the attorney stated that the Authority Board needed to have a secretary for the authority and wanted to know if the agreement allowed for that position.

City Manager McConkie stated that the secretary position is in the agreement.

Mayor Kubin closed the public hearing at 7:47 a.m.

The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member Shrum and supported by Member Allen.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT TO ESTABLISH THE GRATIOT COUNTY CENTRAL DISPATCH AUTHORITY


WHEREAS, in 1994, the County of Gratiot, Cities of Alma, Ithaca, and St. Louis and the Villages of Ashley, Breckenridge, and Perrinton established the Gratiot County Central Dispatch as an agency of Gratiot County pursuant to the Emergency Telephone Enabling Act, Act No. 32 of Michigan Public Acts, 1986, as amended; and


WHEREAS, the County of Gratiot, Cities of Alma, Ithaca, and St. Louis and the Villages of Ashley, Breckenridge, and Perrinton wish to formalize the provision of central dispatch services in Gratiot County through the creation of a separate legal entity authorized by the Urban Cooperation Act of 1967, Act No. 7 of Michigan Public Acts, 1967 (the "Act"), as amended; and


WHEREAS, the municipalities have reviewed and agreed to the terms of the attached Agreement to Establish a Gratiot County Central Dispatch Authority (the "Agreement").


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Agreement is approved; providing for the creation of, and obligation to make payments relating to, the Gratiot County Central Dispatch Authority, which will provide central dispatch services for Gratiot County.  


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized to execute and deliver the Agreement in such number of counterparts as may be desirable.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Agreement shall become effective 45 days after the vote of this body, unless the procedures of Section 5a (4) of the Act are deemed to apply.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an executed copy of the Agreement shall be filed with the County Clerk’s Office and the Michigan Secretary of State Office.

YEAS:

Shrum, Allen, Church, Kelly, Kubin
NAYS:
None
RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Public Comments.
None
Old Business.

None
New Business.

Set Public Hearing for Jer-Den Plastics IFT Exemption Certification Application.
City Manager McConkie stated that Jer-Den Plastics, Inc. submitted an Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate Application for the recent plant expansion and the proposed plant improvements for this spring.  Another 10,000 square feet will be added to the existing building for new equipment and a Quality Control Lab.  The cost of the building improvements is estimated at $319,182.62 and the cost of the new machinery is estimated at $397,186.25 with a total project cost of $716,368.87.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve to set the Public Hearing Date of Tuesday, April 5, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. for discussion on the Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate Application submitted by Jer-Den Plastics, Inc.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to MPPRPA.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to the Michigan Public Power Rate Payer’s Association for the City’s portion of the 2004 Cost Sharing Agreement in the amount of $5,600.00.     

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve payment to the Michigan Public Power Rate Payer’s Association for the City’s portion of the 2004 Cost Sharing Agreement in the amount of $5,600.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Water Cooling Plates for Diesel Engine #7.
City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase Jacket Water Cooling Plates for Diesel Engine #7 from Paul Mueller Company in the amount of $1,862.00. 

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve the purchase of Jacket Water Cooling Plates for Diesel Engine #7 from Paul Mueller Company in the amount of $1,862.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Electric Meters.

City Manager McConkie requested approval to purchase 24 Electric Meters for Remote Read from Reed City Power in the amount of $1,560.00.  

Moved by Church, supported by Kelly, to approve the purchase of 24 Electric Meters for Remote Read from Reed City Power in the amount of $1,560.00.  All ayes carried the motion. 

Approve Payment No. 2 Baruzzini-Swimming Pool.

City Manager McConkie requested approval for Payment No. 2 to Baruzzini Construction, Inc. in the amount of $57,420.90 for the new swimming pool construction.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve Payment No. 2 to Baruzzini Construction, Inc. in the amount of $57,420.90 for the new swimming pool construction.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Payment to Freed Construction-Salt Shed.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for payment to Freed Construction, Inc. for the Salt Shed Construction in the amount of $11,696.00 and Change Order No. 1 in the amount of $856.00 for two 4’return walls for a total payment of $12,552.00.

Moved by Church, supported by Shrum, to approve payment to Freed Construction, Inc. for the Salt Shed Construction in the amount of $11,696.00 and Change Order No. 1 in the amount of $856.00 for two 4’return walls for a total payment of $12,552.0.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Contribution to Evening in the Park Committee.
City Manager McConkie requested approval for the Parks & Recreation Committee recommendation to contribute $450.00 to the Evening in the Park Committee.

Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve the recommendation of the Parks & Recreation Committee to contribute $450.00 to the Evening in the Park Committee.  All ayes carried the motion.

Approve Purchase of Dump Truck Equipment.
City Manager McConkie stated that the city received two bids to purchase and install a dump truck body with new equipment on the new dump truck chassis.  The low bid was from Shults Equipment in the amount of $28,805.00 and requested approval from the City Council to purchase the equipment and dump body.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Church, to approve the purchase of 12’ dump truck body and truck equipment from Shults Equipment in the amount of $28,805.00.  All ayes carried the motion.

Student Comments.



Student Delegate Sieg stated that his dad, mother and brother along with some other German Delegates are coming to Gratiot County May 5th. 

City Manager’s Report.
City Manager McConkie stated that he gave the council a copy of the correspondence regarding the request from Earth Tech who represents the MDEQ for the Smith Farms site.  Earth Tech requested permission to access the city’s property at the corner of Jackson and State Roads to perform soil borings and collect soil and groundwater samples.

Correspondence was received from the MPPA Board of Commissioners regarding the settlement from American Electric Power and Commonwealth Edison joining PJM instead of MISO.  The city’s portion of the settlement is $599.90.
Moved by Kubin, supported by Church, to approve to accept the MPPA settlement from American Electric Power and Commonwealth Edison joining PJM instead of MISO in the amount of $599.90.  All ayes carried the motion.

City Manager McConkie stated that in the council packet there was correspondence on an update for the new swimming pool progress from Spicer Group.
City Clerk/Treasurer’s Report.


City Clerk/Treasurer Roehrs stated that the Property Tax Settlement with the County Treasurer went well.    

Clerk Roehrs will be attending a Michigan Government Finance Officers workshop in Lansing on Friday.

City Council Comments.
Council Member Church wanted to know what the State of Michigan said about eliminating the “No Right Turn on Red Sign” at the Corner of Michigan and Washington Avenues.

City Manager McConkie stated that there has been no response on the matter yet but contact would be made with MDOT to discuss the matter.

Council Member Shrum stated that he saw one of the city employees make a U-turn in a city truck in front of the IGA and did not think it was appropriate since U-turns are not allowed on Mill Street.
Mayor Kubin stated that he met with a couple of members from CAG and wrote a letter on behalf of the City Council to Representative Dave Camp requesting that the legislators continue to support funding for the river clean up and about allocating funds to clean up the superfund site.
Mayor Kubin stated that the Hoffmeyer Trust Committee recommended that the trust contribution go to the new swimming pool.
Moved by Kubin, supported by Church, to approve to transfer the $6,000.00 Hoffmeyer Trust contribution from General Fund to the Swimming Pool Fund.  All ayes carried the motion.

Mayor Kubin stated that he received a request from E2, the planners for the Veliscol site, to attend the EPA conference in Buffalo, NY this July.
Mayor Kubin stated that he discussed Mayor’s Exchange Day with City Manager McConkie and recommended that the event be arranged with the City of Lowell.

Closed Session – Discussion on Property Purchase and Union Negotiations.

City Manager McConkie requested a closed session to discuss proposed property purchase and union negotiations.

Moved by Shrum, supported by Allen, to approve to go into closed session at 8:20 a.m. to discuss the proposed property purchase and union negotiations.  All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Kubin, supported by Allen, to approve to return to open session at 9:35 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Moved by Allen, supported by Kelly, to approve to purchase the property at 210 North Street for $50,000.00 from Alonzo Hagen subject to the following changes; Section 4 the seller should pay to survey the west side of the property, with contingency that the zoning is changed from residential to commercial, Section 16 should state purchaser and seller and Section 11 should state no personal property included.  All ayes carried the motion.
Moved by Kelly, supported by Shrum, to approve the IBEW Local Union #876 Contract subject to ratification by the union and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the contract on behalf of the City of Saint Louis.  All ayes carried the motion
Mayor Kubin stated that Robert Threloff gave him pictures on the unpaved portion of S. Clinton Street.  The street is in very bad shape and need to discuss getting the gravel streets in town paved as a city goal.
Moved by Kubin, supported by Allen, to approve to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 a.m.   All ayes carried the motion.

Nancy L. Roehrs

City Clerk

PAGE  
394

