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(989) 285-1464  •  bookstore.alma.edu
Located at the corner of Wright and Superior in downtown Alma.

ICE CREAM • COFFEE 
SANDWICHES   • SALADS 

BOOKS • APPAREL • GIFTS

www.alma.edu

Please support our local downtown 
places to eat while enjoying the 
Blues Festival. Everything is within 
a few blocks of the festival tent!

2015 Blues eat ad.indd   1 8/18/15   12:04:02 PM
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PURINA DEALER  •  SCIENCE DIET 
 IAMS  •  MAX

2324 W. Monroe Road
Alma, MI 48801

Phone: (989) 681-2389

Friday, August 21, 2015

Dear Friends and Guests:

The City of St. Louis and its Downtown Development Authority welcome you to historic Downtown St. Louis for the 
ninth annual St. Louis Blues Festival!

We hope that you enjoy the festival this weekend and relax to some great Blues performers.  While you’re downtown 
we hope you take the time to have a meal or two, do a little shopping and walk around to see all the improvements 
that have been made in recent years.

Special thanks to all of those who make this weekend possible, especially your friends at the GEM Theater and River 
Rock Bar & Grill.  Not only do they coordinate the Blues Festival but continue to improve their own businesses to 
provide a fun atmosphere for entertainment in our downtown.

A reminder, to keep up with what’s happening in St. Louis, log on to www.stlouismi.com for updates on our other 
events and projects and for more details on our downtown business district try www.downtownstlouismi.com .

Thanks again for being in Downtown St. Louis – have a great weekend!

City of St. Louis                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
St. Louis Downtown Development Authority                                       

  Gratiot Area Chamber of Commerce                                                                                                                                        
 Middle of the Mitten Association
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The Natalie Ann Band is backed by her father Minard Shattuck on guitar, 
Randall Fry on guitar, Rick Bole on drums, Brian Doyle on bass. 

Natalie has become a crowd favorite over the years with her unique vocal 
renditions of some of the great blues standards, like Etta’s James’s “Rather 
Go Blind”.  Natalie has opened shows for Larry McCray, Joanna Connor, Erich 
Goebel, Biscuit Miller and The Mix, and every St. Louis Blues Festival in the 
last 8 years.

Natalie’s interest in music is widely varied in all genres and you are likely 
to hear some blues of course but she likes to mix it up and throw in a pop 
country or some Motown on occasion.

Randall Fry has been in local bands including The No Brand Blues Band, 
Johnny D and has been recently playing solo acoustic gigs.

Rick has played with many of Michigan’s great blues artists including Lansing’s 
Root Doctor as well as a long stint with Duke Tomato and the Power Trio and 
other regional acts.

Brian Doyle will be holding down the low notes on Friday and will appear 
again as opening act on Saturday with his band The 10-Centers where he will 
be playing guitar and singing the blues.

Minard has been playing guitar, singing and writing songs since high school, 
in folk duos, top forty country with South Wind, original and blues music with 
Blues Ambush & The GemTones and performs with Natalie for private events 
as an acoustic duo. 

APPEARING
FRIDAY, AUGUST 21, 2015 • 5:30 PM

Corner of Mill St. & M-46 • St. Louis
989-681-5043

Corner of Mill St. & M-46 • St. Louis
989-681-5043

Corner of Mill St. & M-46 • St. Louis
989-681-5043

Natalie Ann Band

Corner of Mill St. & M-46 • St. Louis, MI
989-681-5043
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BAT AND CRITTER SOLUTIONS 
PROFESSIONAL RESOLUTION OF HUMAN/ANIMAL CONFLICTS 

                                                                                                                                

 

Prevention and Repairs          Humane Removal of Skunks,    
Raccoons, Bats, Opossums, Squirrels, Moles, Etc. 

Karl J. Mikko 

989.954.5756 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 

 

Omar Coleman
Omar has established himself as one of the nation’s premier harmonica players and blues vocalist alive today. With a voice soulful beyond 
his years, Omar has been blowing away audiences across the nation with his distinct, fiery harmonica skills.

Omar performed on the European Blues Cruise in 2014 
performing with the best of the best from the Chicago blues 
scene; Toronzo Cannon, John Primer, Mike Wheeler, Demetria 
Taylor and Peaches Statton. 

Omar has performed at the San Francisco Blues Festival, 
Chicago Blues Festival, Muddy Waters Festival of Westmont, 
etc. *** ‘Blues in the Schools’ Ambassador to Chicago Public 
Schools *** Featured on All-Star compilation - Diamonds in the 
Rough: Chicago Harmonica Project – Severn Records (2006) 
*** Headliner for “Blues for a Cure” Cancer Benefit Tour & CD 
in Columbus, OH (2007-2010) *** Mainstay in contemporary 
Chicago blues - appearing frequently at the Kingston Mines, 
B.L.U.E.S., Rosa’s Blues Lounge, Buddy Guy’s Legends, etc. Omar 
has performed with Louisiana Red, John Primer, Hubert Sumlin, 
Sean Carney & Henry Gray, Katherine Davis, Bob Stroger, 
Joanna Connor, Billy Flynn, Kinsey Report, Chico Banks, and 
hundreds more.

APPEARING
FRIDAY, AUGUST 21, 2015 • 6:45 PM

Ken’s Culligan
30

307 E. Superior St. • P.O. Box 723
Alma, MI 48801-0723

For All Your Water Needs

Quality, Value, & Service

989-463-1940

better water. pure and simple.®
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JIM McCARTY AND MYSTERY TRAIN
wsg/ PAT SMILLIE

Jim McCarty and Mystery Train are the latest incarnation for 
one of Detroit’s greatest guitarists. His intensity and virtuosity 
have not gone unnoticed by guitarists and critics alike, while his 
quiet and laid back demeanor account for him being referred to 
as the greatest guitarist you’ve never heard of, and that’s totally 
inaccurate, although you may not know his name.

Probably best known for what Ted Nugent describes as the best 
guitar solo he’d ever heard, and the one that put him on his path 
to mastering his instrument, the recognition went to the front 
man for the Detroit Wheels, Mitch Ryder, but the sound was pure 
McCarty! To quote Ted, “Remember the name Jimmy McCarty. He 
is as important as Bo Diddley and Chuck Berry and Les Paul...a god 
on guitar”

From there Jim went on to form other premier Detroit rock bands 
including the Rockets and Cactus. He also played with the Buddy 
Miles Express and recorded with Jimi Hendrix and Bob Segar.

His version of Howlin Wolf’s “Killing Floor” is the best, if not improved, rendition of that song since 
Mike Broomfield’s version from the 1960’s, and of course the original featuring the innovative licks of 
Hubert Sumlin.

A crowd favorite at the Gem Theater’s Winter Blues Series this past winter, Jim and Mystery Train 
rocked the house. Accompanying Jim that evening was Detroit born, and now Chicago resident, Pat Smillie.

Over the years, Pat Smillie has sperved as a support act for blues legends such as Koko Taylor, Bobby Rush, and original “Blues Brother” 
Dan Aykroyd. More recently, he has opened shows for Mitch Ryder, The Robert Cray Band, and Bob Seger.

In November 2011, Smillie embarked on his first European tour. Over the course of 3 weeks, Pat and his band performed 20 shows across 
three countries (Poland, Czech Republic, and Slovakia) including a performance at the 2011 Blues Alive Festival (in Sumperk, CZ) – one of 
the biggest blues festivals in Central Europe.

Pat Smillie continues to perform regularly both in Chicago and across the Midwest region of the United States.  He is currently writing 
songs and recording demos for an upcoming studio project. 

  SCHEDULED APPEARANCE • FRIDAY, AUGUST 21ST • 8:00 PM

Gratiot Community 
Credit Union

Serving Gratiot County since 1955
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(989) 773-4705
1005 N. Fancher 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

• Lighting
• Remote Start
• Mobile Video
• Cruise Control
• All Major Brands

• Motorcycles
• Cars & Trucks
• Boats
• Semi’s
• Golf Carts

Exterior & Interior Auto
Accessories & More

Chris Puhlman
(989)  621-6729



7

LAITH AL- SAADI
Laith Al-Saadi has been a staple of the Detroit music scene for most of his adult life. 
Born and raised in Ann Arbor, MI, this talented YOUNG guitarist began singing at age 
4 and began playing guitar at 13. At 15 years old Al- Saadi formed his first blues band, 
“Blue Vinyl”. By the time he was 18 years old they had opened for Blues Greats like 
Buddy Guy, Luther Allison, Son Seals, and Taj Mahal and toured the Netherlands.

 After graduating from High School, Al-Saadi attended the University of Michigan where 
he studied bass. During his college years, Al-Saadi was a member of the Johnny Trudell 
Orchestra and freelanced with many of Detroit’s greats like Thornetta Davis, Jocelyn B, 
and The Reefermen. 

In 2004 Al-Saadi was the lead singer/guitarist of the Detroit Lions pep band. Since 2000, 
Laith Al-Saadi has enjoyed growing success as the Detroit area’s premier singer and 
guitarist. Working relentlessly around town, Al-Saadi generally can be found playing at 
least 5 nights a week. This determination has led to recent opening slots for artists like 
Leon Russell, Robben Ford, Johnny Winter, Olu Dara, Ten Years After, Mountain, The 

Yardbirds and - most notably- BB King at the House of Blues in Chicago (June 8th, 2006).

 In 2006, Al-Saadi was crowned “King of the Blues” for the Northern Region of the 
United States by Guitar Center. This makes him one of the top 4 Blues guitarists in the 
Country. In GUITAR WORLD magazine (Nov. 2006) Al-Saadi was heralded as sounding like 
“Danny Gatton and Buddy Guy at their best”. His release, Long Time Coming, is a col-
lection of original songs that has received rave reviews by the Ann Arbor News, Metro 
Times, Current Magazine and the Detroit News. The album has been enjoying airplay at 
home and abroad. 

Laith’s next release, In the Round (2008), has enjoying great success and got plenty of air play in many blues radio venues. 

Recently, Laith has returned from a stay on the west coast where in went into the studio and cut his most recent CD, “REAL”, where he is 
joined by some of the best studio musicians in the world, including Jim Keltner and Leland Sklar and Jimmy Vivino. Looking for a “classic” 
sound the disc was recorded using only two tracks with no overdubbing and has been national recognition for its originality and creativity.

As for the Music... let it speak for itself!
APPEARING

FRIDAY, AUGUST 21, 2015 • 10:30 PM

Proudly 
Supporting 
the 
St. Louis Blues Festival
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www.saintlouisbluesfestival.com  

 

 

 

Jose’s Pig Gig, Authentic Caribbean Style Open Pit Grilling. Jose’ will be grilling 
for the festival and you will be able to get some of the best BBQ pork you may 
have ever tasted. His booth will feature, BBQ pork, Caribbean Pork, Beans, Hot 
Dogs, Pork Dogs and chips, as well as cold soft drinks. Located at the north end 
of the block, well worth the short walk. 
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for the festival and you will be able to get some of the best BBQ pork you may 
have ever tasted. His booth will feature, BBQ pork, Caribbean Pork, Beans, Hot 
Dogs, Pork Dogs and chips, as well as cold soft drinks. Located at the north end 
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Jose’s Pig Gig, Authentic Caribbean Style Open Pit Grilling. Jose’ will be grilling 
for the festival and you will be able to get some of the best BBQ pork you may 
have ever tasted. His booth will feature, BBQ pork, Caribbean Pork, Beans, Hot 
Dogs, Pork Dogs and chips, as well as cold soft drinks. Located at the north end 
of the block, well worth the short walk. 

   

Friday, August 21st

(gates open at 4:30)

Saturday, August 22nd

(gates open at 1:30)

   Schedule FESTIVAL Roster 
of Bands

9th

 Proud sponsors of the St. Louis Bluesfest 2010 Proud sponsors of the St. Louis Bluesfest 2010

 945 W. MONROE RD. (M-46), ST. LOUIS, MI 48880 • (989) 681-5393 • FAX: (989) 681-6068
 Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30am-5:30pm, Friday 8:30am-8pm, Saturday 9:00am-3:00pm

 Feeling the Blues  Feeling the Blues 
 over your old Floor? over your old Floor?

 Jazz it up with one  Jazz it up with one 
 from Needham’s... from Needham’s...

 Whatever your style  Whatever your style 
 we’ll have you  we’ll have you 

 rocking in no time! rocking in no time!

 5:30 Natalie Ann Band
 6:45 Omar Coleman Band
 8:00 Jim McCarty and Mystery Train wsg/ Pat Smillie 
 10:30 Laith Al- Saadi

 2:30 The 10-Centers
 4:00 Bobby Murray
 6:00 Bobby Messano
 8:00 Mike Wheeler Band wsg/ Jimmy Johnson
 10:30 The Kinsey Report

Proud sponsors of
the St. Louis Bluesfest 2015
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SEALS  •  TACIA
BARTZ  •  ZAINEA
•  WHITMORE  •

Comprehensive Optometry

Dine In ~ Take Out ~ Spirits
~ We Now Serve Pizza ~
Delivered Box Lunches
Reservations Welcome!

(989) 681-2213
Mon. - Thurs: 11:00 am - 9:00 pm
Fri. & Sat: 11:00 am - 10:00 pm

Sunday: Noon - 7:00 pm

1875 W. Monroe Rd. (M-46) St. Louis, MI 48880

Additional 
Supporting Patrons:

Baker’s Dozen

Bill Moore Flowers

Blue Shamrock

Bucks Run Golf Course

Family Medical Care, Ithaca

Godley’s Country Floral

Green Side Up Landscaping & Maintenance

Highland Physical Therapy

Law Offices of Laura McCollum
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The 10-CENTERS
The 10-Centers hail from Alma and play old school blues, soul, 
honky tonk and more.

They perform regularly at many of the venues that feature live 
music in Central Michigan.

The band is made up of Brian Doyle on guitar & vocals, Joe Clark 
on bass and Joe Moscheck on drums. They play a varied selection 
of old blues, soul, jazz and honkey tonk. 

This is their first time appearing at the St. Louis Blues Festival.

APPEARING
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 2015 • 2:30 PM

BOBBY MURRAY

Murray was born in Nagoya, Japan, to an Irish father and a 
Japanese mother. Growing up in a military family setting, he was 
later raised in Tacoma, Washington. Murray attended the same 
high school as Robert Cray, and they engaged Albert Collins to 
play at the school’s graduation party. Murray played in Etta James’ 
backing band for twenty years, performed on three Grammy 
Award winning recordings with James and B.B. King, and released 
three solo albums. In 2011, the Detroit Blues Society granted 
Murray their Lifetime Achievement Award. He started his musical 
career playing in the blues clubs in the San Francisco Bay Area, 
having originally formed an ensemble that became Robert Cray 
and the Crayolas.

In 1988, he was invited to join Etta James’ backing ensemble, 
the Roots Band. Murray has worked with her for more than two 
decades.[2] His other playing and recording duties have seen 
Murray work with Albert King, Johnny “Guitar” Watson, Taj Mahal, 
Percy Mayfield, Sugar Pie DeSanto, and Lowell Fulson.

He appeared on B.B. King’s Grammy Award recognized album, 
Blues Summit, where he again teamed up with Cray on the track, 
“Playing With My Friends.” Murray also played guitar on James’ 
Grammy winning recordings, Let’s Roll and Blues to the Bone. 
In addition, Murray played on the Etta James song, “Blues is My 
Business”, which was used in the television drama series, The 
Sopranos.

Through his work with James, Murray appeared on other television 
programs such as The Tonight Show, Austin City Limits and Late 
Night with David Letterman. On stage he played at the 1992 
Summer Olympics in Barcelona, Spain, the WOMAD Festival, and 
the inaugural celebration for Bill Clinton being elected as the 42nd 
President of the United States.

Murray’s debut album, “The Blues is Now” (1996), featured 
Frankie Lee and Freddie Hughes on vocals.

Bobby’s current release, I’m Sticking With You, is out on 
Motorcitykidz records and is receiving rave reviews and significant 
airplay on blues radio. This cd will be available to purchase at the 

Artist Merchandise Table.
APPEARING

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 2015 • 4:00 PM

GPS
Gratiot Plumbing Supply
108 E. Center Street, Suite G Ph: (989) 875-7072
Ithaca, Michigan 48847  Fx: (989) 875-7074

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS

LLOYD SMITH  CELL: (989) 289-1059
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BOBBY MESSANO
Born in New 
Jersey, Bobby 
Messano, by the 
mid-seventies at 
age of 14, had 
gained a name for 
himself playing 
local clubs. His first 
break came when 
he joined already 
established band 
Stanky Brown 
and then became 
lead guitarist and 
vocalist for STARZ, 
throughout the 
eighties. After 
STARZ, Bobby 
formed Bobby 
Messano & NBO, 
touring the U.S. 
and Europe 
throughout 
the nineties. 
After moving to 
Nashville in 2002, Bobby rereleased his 2nd solo CD “Dominion 
Roads”, his 1st being the self-titled MESSANO, on Fishhead 
Records, renamed, “HOLDIN’ GROUND” garnering his first Grammy 
Nomination and rave reviews worldwide.

In 2009, Bobby released “TRIALS TRAUMAS TRIBULATIONS 
AND DEMOS” and in 2010 his first live CD, “LIVE IN MADISON”. 
Currently Bobby’s latest release  “LOVE AND MONEY” released this 
year is riding high on the blues charts and is nominated for “Best 
Blues Rock CD” in the 2015 Blues Blast Magazine readers poll.

SCHEDULED
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 2015 • 6:00 PM

MIKE WHEELER 
BAND wsg/ 

JIMMYJOHNSON

The Mike Wheeler Band is 
currently the hottest sound 
coming out of Chicago. Voted 
Chicago’s Best Blues Band 
several years running, Mike 
and his band members put 
on a rousing show from start 
to finish. With Larry Williams 
on bass, Cleo Cole on drums 
and Brian James on Keyboards 
there is hardly a band in 
Chicago that has not had one 
of these members in their 
group at some point over the 
years.  Mike is one of those musician’s musicians that is in constant 
demand to sit-in or back a number of great artists including Nellie 
Tiger Travis and Peaches Staten.

Mike began his career playing with Lovey Lee, Muddy waters 
sideman in 1984. He has also played with Joan Baby, Cadillac 
Dave and The Chicago Redhots, Sam Cockrell and The Groove, Big 
Ray and Chicago’s Most Wanted and Big James and the Chicago 
Playboys.

Joining Mike and his band from Chicago is blues pioneer, and 
legend, Jimmy Johnson. Jimmy is a member of one of the premier 
Chicago blues families with brother Syl and Mac both well known 
in the Windy City , not to mention a number of extended family 
members.

Jimmy is a contemporary of B.B. King and considered among the 
top guitarist/songwriters on the Chicago blues scene, along with 
Buddy Guy, Otis Rush and Son Seals.

His 1990’s release “BAR ROOM PREACHER” is one of the finest 
examples of blues moved up from the Delta to find a new sound 
on the streets of Chicago.

SCHEDULED
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 2015 • 8:00 PM
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Located on M-46 between Alma & St. Louis 

Your Hometown Ford Dealer        877.367.3460       www.jimnavarreford.com 
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Make sure you get your raffle tickets to win a new guitar and practice 
amp, donated by Woody’s Music. This is a photo of the 2013 guitar, 
signed by all the festival artists. There is no limit to how many tickets 
you may purchase to increase your odds. 
 
Thanks also to all festival volunteers for your hard work, we could not 
do this without you….  

Thanks to: THE KINSEY REPORT

The Kinsey Report came together in 1984 when Donald returned home to 
join his brother Ralph and father Lester “Big Daddy” Kinsey in reforming 
the family band, after touring for years with Peter Tosh and Bob Marley. 
Youngest brother Kenneth took over bass duties and they were joined by 
family friend Ron Prince. Their first effort was backing Big Daddy on his 
debut “Bad Situation” on Rooster Blues.

Catching the eye of Alligator Records Bruce Iglauer around this time, 
he introduced the Kinsey Report on his 1986 anthology “The New 
Bluebloods” with a single cut, “Corner of the Blanket”. This led to a full 
album deal and “Edge of the City” release in 1988 to amazement of fans 
and critics alike and leading to three Blues Music Awards nominations.

1989 saw Alligator’s release of “Midnight Drive” Kinsey report then 
signed with Pointblank Records releasing two rock-tinged discs, 1991’s 
“Powerhouse” and 1994’s, “Crossing Bridges”.

The Kinsey Report has returned to Alligator Records and has since 
released their new disc, “Smoke and Steel”, an reflection of the blues from 
America’s steel town, and the Kinsey’s hometown - Gary, Indiana.

With their crowd pleasing mix of fiery guitar, funky, telepathic rhythms, 
streetwise lyrics and seemingly boundless energy, The Kinsey Report will 
reach from the smoke and steel of Gary, Indiana to every funky, blues 
rocking corner of the world.

APPEARING
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 2015 • 10:30 PM

Make sure you get your raffle tickets to win a new guitar, donated by 
Woody’s Music. The guitar will be signed by all the festival artists. 
There is no limit to how many tickets you may purchase to increase 
your odds. 
 
Thanks to Woody Black for this contribution. 

Thanks to: 
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 Hair, Nails & Magic  

Campus Salon        989.772-2340       Mt. Pleasant, MI 

 

 Estate Planning 

 Elder Law 

 Business Organization 

 Municipal Law 

 Personal Injury 

Fortino, Plaxton & Costanzo, P.C. 
214 E. Superior St. Alma, MI  Tel 989.463.2101  Fax 989.463.2104  

                           www.fpmc‐law.com 

Since 1940 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

305 W DOWNIE - ALMA 
WWW.GRACOFCU.ORG 
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989-463-2112     avalonpontoons.com

building the world’s most
luxurious pontoon boats
right here in alma, mi

Paul G. Gruca, M.D.

C. Jeffrey Holmes, M.D.

Scott R. Strom, D.O.

Kenneth Warner, P.A.-C.

Scott Kastning, P.A.-C.

1335 North Pine Ave.
Alma, MI 48801

989-463-2181
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(989) 285-1464  •  bookstore.alma.edu
Located at the corner of Wright and Superior in downtown Alma.

ICE CREAM • COFFEE 
SANDWICHES   • SALADS 

BOOKS • APPAREL • GIFTS

www.alma.edu

Please support our local downtown 
places to eat while enjoying the 
Blues Festival. Everything is within 
a few blocks of the festival tent!

2015 Blues eat ad.indd   1 8/18/15   12:04:02 PM
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Gratiot County Peoples Choice Winner for the Past 12 Years


